Michigan Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology

Annual Report 2007
I. Introduction

Active membership in February of 2008 was 95 persons.
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II. Activities

The Spring 2007 meeting was held on May 19, 2007 at the Brook Lodge Hotel & Conference Resort in Augusta, Michigan.  The topic of this symposium was “Stem Cells in Toxicology”.  Speakers included:  Dr. Gary D. Smith (University of Michigan), “Embryonic Stem Cells:  Promises, Limitations, and Basic Research Needs”; Dr. Daniel A. Rappolee (Wayne State University), “The impact of transient stress and stress enzymes on stem cell decision-making, homeostatic and developmental effects”;  Dr. Stephen Strom (University of Pittsburg), “Stem Cell-derived Hepatocytes”; Dr. Ivan N. Rich (HemoGenix, Inc), “Stem Cell Hemotoxicity and In Vitro Comparative Toxicity Testing as a Basis for Predictive Stem Cell Toxicology”; and Dr. Emer Clarke (Stem Cell Technologies Inc) “Toxicity Testing using Stem and Progenitor Cell Assays”.  The Spring meeting was an great success due to the quality of the presentations, the generosity of MPI Research and the efforts of the staff of the Brooks Lodge.    There were 42 meeting participants, including 16 members, 11 students and 15 non-members.  Five participants presented posters. 

In the business meeting following the presentations, the Chapter again elected to support the Michigan Society for Medical Research (MISMR) by continuing our supporting institution membership.

The 2007 Fall meeting was held on Friday, November 9, 2007 at the Kellogg Center on the campus of Michigan State University. The meeting was entitled: “Lipidomics”.  Featured speakers included Dr. Julia Busik (Michigan State University), “A Lipocentric View on Inflammatory Cytokine Signaling in Diabetic Retina and Retinal Cells”; Dr. Gavin Reid (Michigan State University), “Global Lipid Profiling of Whole Rat Retina by Complementary Precursor Ion and Neutral Loss Scan Mode Tandem Mass Spectrometry”; Dr. Brian Cummings (University of Georgia), “Application of Lipidomics for Toxicological Studies”; Dr. Narasimham Parinandi (Ohio State University), “Lipidomics of Phospholipases and Bioactive Lipid Mediators in Endothelial Cells”; and Dr. Michael Mayer (University of Michigan), “Lipid Membrane Chips”.  The talks were very well-received and elicited many questions and comments. The meeting was made possible, in large part, due to the continued generosity of the Pfizer Corporation.  We also had a donation from RCC/Harlan Sprague Dawley.  Excluding the 5 speakers, there were 55 registrants for the meeting.  These included 23 members, 26 students and 6 non-members.

The poster competition at the fall meeting was also well attended with 13 abstracts submitted for judging.  Four awards were made in the student category.  Patrick Shaw’s (MSU) poster entitled “Coexposure to Trovafloxacin and Lipopolysaccharide Causes Tumor Necrosis Factor (‑Dependent Induction of Cytokines and Chemokines Resulting in Liver Injury in Mice” was awarded 1st place, and Patrick and received a check for $500. Due to the high quality of the posters, 3 students were awarded Honorable Mentions ($250 each):  Nicholas Caruthers (WSU; “Methionine Oxidation in Calmodulin Binding Domains”), Todd Lydic (MSU; “Global Lipid Profiling of Rat Retina and its Application to a Model of Diabetic Retinopathy”), and Christopher Green (MSU; “Pancreatic Islet Beta-Cell Expression of Stearoyl-CoA Desaturase Impacts Susceptibility to Palmitate-Induced Apoptosis“).  Finally, Dr. Pavel Babica from Michigan State University won the $500 postdoctoral/Research Fellow award for his poster entitled “Lipid Metabolite Effects on Gap Junctional Intercellular Communication and Activation of MAP-Kinases”. 

III. Financial Status

INCOME STATEMENT  (January 2007 through November 2007)
Fund Balance, December 31, 2006
$14,142.12

Fund Balance, November 30, 2007
$12,449.47

Net Expenses
$1692.65

Income:

Dues:
1940.00


Registration:
1685.00


Pfizer donation:
5000.00

Total:
$8625.00
Expenses:

Spring Meeting:
3320.50

Fall Meeting:
4470.23

Poster Award:
1250.00

Newsletter:
319.93

National SOT breakfast:
392.95

Bank Charges/Miscellaneous:
64.04

MISMR donation:
500.00


Total:
$10,317.65
IV. Future Plans

MISOT plans to continue to organize two scientific meetings each year.  In an attempt to broaden the appeal of the meetings, MISOT plans to hold the Spring 2008 meeting in Midland, MI with Dow Chemical Company sponsorship. 

MISOT plans to continue to publish a newsletter and distribute it as an e-mail attachment twice per year.  We will continue to use the National website and its links to regional chapters to increase involvement in the chapter and the efficiency in communication with our members.

