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SUGGESTED BASIC INITIAL STEPS TO CHAPTER INVOLVEMENT

What SOT Regional Chapters can do if interested in doing more in K-12 Outreach

Before you begin:

· Make sure you’re familiar with the K-12 resources behind the public button on the main SOT webpage (www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-12scientists.asp), offered to help scientists as well as teachers and students.  It’s painful to see others overlooking this and sometimes reinventing the wheel!  For example, see the SOT website for a K-12 volunteer interest survey that you can use to find out more about an individual’s interests.  

Identify key chapter leaders in K-12 outreach and education.

· Working with your chapter K-12 liaison (see list behind member log-in at www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k12contact.asp), identify chapter members who are already active (or want to be).   Word of mouth sometimes works, or chapter newsletters and emails, and announcements at chapter meetings.  Identify in particular one or two of the better ‘can do’ organizers among other enthusiasts.  Although all of the steps below can be accomplished by one clever, dedicated person, with enough time, an effective leader will ensure that others will participate to help accomplish the steps below in a timely manner. 

· Share the knowledge.  Educate others.  You can’t be as effective if you try to do it alone.

Investigate existing local resources.  

· Almost certainly you will find local resources without too much searching.  Look especially for individuals, organizations and activities already planned that might offer easy, ‘ready made’ opportunities to partner or ‘piggy back’.   Synergy is good.   Finding and working with appropriate partners is usually easier in the long run, if not also more effective, than going it alone.  Some ideas include NIEHS Centers, state biomedical organizations, local science museums, and health-oriented organizations.

· Look on websites for key contacts and upcoming events for science teachers and students.

· Share the various ideas among your ‘teammates.’ 

Familiarize yourselves with your K-12 school system if that isn’t known.

· Get some idea of who and where the schools are.   How many public/private?   

· Which are known for strong science programs (any ‘science magnets’?)

· Which are most likely to be receptive and eager for your help?

Surf the Internet creatively for other ideas.

· Discover key local contacts and upcoming events for science teachers and students (e.g., state and regional science teacher events, National Science Teacher Association meetings, state department of education, teacher training programs)

· What are other communities offering?

· Note the great number of Web sites with teaching materials and other tools for science teachers, students and others (including SOT).

Investigate specifically the local school and teacher information networks (e.g., newsletters, listserves, mailing lists, etc.)  

· If you have no idea where to start, try the local office of education or google (e.g., “science coordinator _______ [your county/city]”)

Perform a reality check.

· Having gathered all of this information, acknowledge your own personal circumstances and that of your chapter.

· Articulate honestly and clearly what you and other chapter members LIKE to do and are MOST CAPABLE of doing, taking into account talents and time available. 

· Some feel very confident in a classroom while others may prefer interacting with teachers to help support their professional growth or specific classroom activities or judging science fair posters.

· Are you really ready to respond?!  If someone asks for help on relative short notice or travel time is prohibitive, do you have a backup who can fulfill their needs? 

Make your interests and talents known through the contacts you’ve discovered. 

· Most scientists understandably prefer to be contacted for their services, rather than placing ‘cold calls’ to schools and teachers offering their expertise.

· Regardless of the approach (active or passive), options include

· Working directly with individual teachers or schools

· Working through other targeted organizations (e.g., science fair organizers)

· Newsletter or web postings

Document your efforts, whether successful or not.
