
 2010

Applicant:
Melinda Pomeroy-Black Campus Visited:

LaGrange College,
LaGrance, GA

Affiliation:
LaGrange College, LaGrance, GA Date of Visit:

9/9/2010

Amount Funded:
$445.50

Visitor(s):
Marquea D. King 

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
75

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate students—science and non-science majors.

Presentation Format: 
1st event—Lecture with Powerpoint slides; 2nd event—Presenting the topic of risk assesment to a
Toxicology class with Powerpoint slides.

How were students recruited for the event? 
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Advertising in a brochure; announcements in class and email.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? 
None

Description of the first talk or event: 
General audience of students, faculty and staff. Powerpoint presentation. 45 minutes long with Q&A.
# Attending: 75

Description of additional talks or events: 
Lecture to Toxicology class, PowerPoint presentation, 60 minutes long.
# Attending: 16

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Sparked interest in toxicology by 2 students who desired additional mentoring. Over 100 attendees at
the general toxicology lecture to the entire campus.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
None

Materials used in the visit: 
PowerPoint slides, SOT brochures

Applicant:
Kristini Miles Campus Visited:

North Carolina Central University,
Durham, NC

Affiliation:
Kimberly-Clark Corporation, Roswell,
GA

Date of Visit:
10/11/2010

Amount Funded:
$500

Visitor(s):
Kristini K. Miles, Ph.D. 

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
8–10

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate, graduate students, and faculty in the College of Science and Technology at NCCU.
Students in the graduate toxicology course will be required to attend.

Presentation Format: 
The visit consisted of a combination of a formal presentation and informal discussions. The formal
presentation was delivered to undergraduate and graduate students (master’s level) and focused on
Dr. Miles’ career as a toxicologist. During the visit, Dr. Miles visited classes and informally talked to
students about careers in toxicology, education requirements, summer internship programs, etc.  She
also highlighted the qualities needed in underrepresented science majors to achieve success in the
sciences.

How were students recruited for the event? 
The seminar was advertised by Dr. Baines and it was posted in the sciences building to encourage any
interested faculty/students to attend.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? 
Dr. Baines is easily accessible via email/phone and worked with me so I could come and speak to 2
classes. If you’re interested in coming to speak at NCCU, he is happy to make arrangements.

Description of the first talk or event: 
A general overview of the field of Toxicology and employment opportunities available for program
graduates. Highlighted importance of the Toxicologist’s role in food/consumer product safety based on
Dr. Miles’ experience. Reviewed Dr. Miles educational experience and day to day responsibilities in her
current company. Emphasized the importance of participating in summer internships/research-based
activities and expressed the demand for Toxicologists.
# Attending: 8–10
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Description of additional talks or events: 
Presented a detailed overview of Dr. Miles’ experience and employment opportunities available for
program graduates. Highlighted importance of the Toxicologist’s role in food/consumer product safety
based on Dr. Miles experience. Reviewed her educational experience and day to day responsibilities in
her current company.
# Attending: 10–15

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
The students were able to ask questions about what it’s like to work in a corporate, non-laboratory
based setting and get a better understanding of why Dr. Miles’ role is critical at her company. There
were undergraduate students who expressed interest in going to graduate/medical school that did not
know what toxicology was prior to my presentation, so this allowed them to be exposed to it firsthand.
The Masters students were able to gain insight into what they may encounter in a corporate setting.
Every attendee was given Dr. Miles’ contact information, so they could contact her if they had
questions after the seminar.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
There was a career day scheduled during the same time as my presentation, so I suspect a number of
students missed my talk because of the conflict. Unfortunately, this couldn’t be avoided because of my
schedule.

Materials used in the visit:   
Slides from the SOT site with minor modifications.

Other comments or suggestions:
I would highly recommend that Toxicologists who are passionate about giving back to the next
generation and sharing their experiences to those who may have limited exposure to the field to
participate in this program. The students were very engaged and asked really good questions. I felt as
if I made a positive impact to help encourage students to consider a career in Toxicology.

Applicant:
Helen Asemota Campus Visited:

Shaw University,
Raleigh, NC

Affiliation:
Shaw University, Raleigh NC Date of Visit:

10/12/2010

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
Erin Hines  

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
15

Target Audience:
Minority undergraduate students.

Presentation Format: 
PowerPoint slide presentation.

How were students recruited for the event? 
Via verbal invitation by the instructors.

Description of the first talk or event: 
The audience for this talk was an undergraduate biology laboratory class as part of Shaw’s Targeted
Infusion of Biotechnology Project. The professors were affiliated with the STEM program at Shaw. Dr.
Hines spoke to the students about career opportunities in toxicology and answered questions about
education opportunities. Students were encouraged to apply for summer internships to broaden their
research opportunities, and to apply to CDI’s undergraduate program at the annual SOT meeting  Dr.
Hines emphasized that the more education a person receives, the larger their salary will be. She also
stressed that graduate education is often free and that there is a world of possibilities available for
areas of research.
# Attending: 15
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Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Establish a link between Shaw and the Society & to enlighten students on career opportunities outside
of Medical School.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
Increase the number of students invited.

Applicant:
David Alexander Campus Visited:

UC Santa Cruz,
Santa Cruz, CA

Affiliation:
UC Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA Date of Visit:

10/19/2010–10/20/2010

Amount Funded:
$500

Visitor(s):
Christopher Bradfield  

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
75

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate and graduate students participating in MARC.

Presentation Format:
Participation in METX 202 toxicants in the environment: a course for graduate students and upper
divison undergraduates. Seminar in departmental series followed by lunch with students. MARC
students from Environmental, Chemistry, Biology and Toxicology join in this seminar series. Meeting
with individual laboratory groups.

How were students recruited for the event?  
Fliers and emails to campus departments. Invitation in current METX course (202) with note that
seminar topic was relevant to current course topic. Individual undergraduates with a known interest in
graduate school were encouraged to attend and invited to lunch. MARC students were also invited by
email.

Description of the first talk or event: 
Departmental Seminar “PAS Proteins As Environmental Sensors”: 45min presentation that the speaker
targeted in scope for undergraduates, i.e. more historical review and contextual summary of current
findings.
# Attending: 75

Description of additional talks or events: 
Lunch following seminar for students; six attended, 1 graduate student, 2 MARC/MBRS students from
outside the METX dept, and 2 senior undergraduates affiliated with departmental laboratory groups.
Individual laboratory group meetings with the speaker in addition to the time allotted for the speaker
to meet with individual faculty. Key was to provide meeting time for students apart from faculty.
# Attending: 6

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Three of our students are now applying to UW Madison for graduate school. The faculty extended to
Chris Bradfield an invitation/space to take a sabbatical here.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
I would survey the undergraduate exam schedule to ensure student availability/attendance for lunch
and other post seminar student meetings. Only a handful (six) students were able to attend the lunch
due to a conflict with a core Biochemistry exam.

Materials used in the visit: 
Speaker PPX file.

Other comments or suggestions:
Timing is everything. The seminar topic converged with material being presented in a dept core course,
however, we were unable to allow time for the speaker to expand the seminar into a course

Society of Toxicology http://www.toxicology.org/ai/eo/GuestLecturerReport.asp

16 of 24 4/29/15, 11:23 AM



lecture/discussion session. Also the unfortunate overlap with midterm exams limited student
participation.

Applicant:
Yunfeng Zhao Campus Visited:

Wiley College,
Marshall, TX

Affiliation:
LSU Health Sciences Center in
Shreveport, Shreveport, LA

Date of Visit:
10/20/2010

Amount Funded:
$51.44

Visitor(s):
Delira Robbins  

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
28

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate students

Presentation Format: 
Lecture (PowerPoint presentation)

How were students recruited for the event? 
Signs advertising the lecture were distributed at the institution. Scheduled as a special class for the
students and was given at the Hodge Center at Wiley College.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? 
Initial contact with the hosting institution should be made at least 2 months in advance.

Description of the first talk or event: 
The lecture described career opportunities available in Toxicology; and the undergraduate preparation
process needed to ensure a successful career in Toxicology.
# Attending: 28

Description of additional talks or events: 
An additional lecture was given on the basic principles of toxicology and how toxicology research is
currently conducted. Students were encouraged to visit the SOT Web site and literature about the
institution was given as well.
# Attending: 28

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Wiley College is currently in the process of developing a joint program with LSUHSC and other
institutions in Forensics. Our lecture contributed to the efforts of developing a joint program that will
also feature Forensic toxicology.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
None.

Materials used in the visit: 
SOT Educational Outreach PowerPoint slides for Careers in Toxicology, in addition to slides created by
Dr. Yunfeng Zhao on the basic principles of toxicology.

Other comments or suggestions:
We enjoyed presenting this lecture through the support from the SOT Committee on Diversity
Initiatives. The students were enthused about pursuing careers in toxicology. The institution has
encouraged future lectures on toxicology.

Applicant:
Erin Hines Campus Visited:

St. Augustine's College,
Raleigh, NC
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Affiliation:
U.S. EPA, Research Triangle Park, NC Date of Visit:

10/26/2010

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
Erin Hines 

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
50

Target Audience:  
Minority undergraduate students

Presentation Format: 
Dr. Hines gave a lecture on toxicology. She discussed associated bio-based technologies and career
opportunities in toxicology.

Description of the first talk or event: 
Dr. Hines spoke to students at St. Augustine University during the STEM department’s division wide
seminar series. Dr. Sarah Straud was the seminar series coordinator. Dr. Mark Melton, Dean of Division
of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, was also actively involved. Dr. Hines had a very interactive and
productive presentation. The students were interested in alternative career opportunities outside
Medical school. She emphasized that (statistically) the more education a person receives, the more pay
they will receive. She also spoke to the students about graduate education in toxicology and how it is
often free and can open doors for future interests. Also discussed were career opportunities and flex of
schedule aspects of a career in toxicology. Students were told that they can research anything
imaginable; they just need to find the proper lab. Other aspects available such as travel opportunities,
and the wonderful international crew with whom they would possibly interact with in the lab and
scientifically, were discussed.
# Attending: 50

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
I opened the students’ eyes to the possibilities of alternate education outside of medical school, with a
focus on toxicology.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
Nothing, this was a great experience.

Materials used in the visit:   
PowerPoint presentation incorporating my research and slides from SOT talking about toxicology.

Applicant:
George Pugh Campus Visited:

Hampton University,
Hampton, VA

Affiliation:
Coca-Cola Company
Atlanta, GA

Date of Visit:
11/4/2010

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
George Pugh

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
200

Target Audience:
Mixture of pharmacy students and biology undergraduate students

Presentation Format:
Slides provided by SOT were used during the presentation. In addition, personal experiences (graduate
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school, industry) were shared with students as well as current areas of scientific interest.

How were students recruited for the event?
The event was hosted by Hampton University’s School of Pharmacy. Attendance to my presentation
was mandatory for all Pharmacy students as their attendance is linked to their grade in the
Pharmaceutical Care series of courses. Students from other departments such as Biology were invited
to attend the event as well.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Email works best

Description of the first talk or event:
The seminar was sponsored by The School of Pharmacy and was attended by approximately 200
students. The goal of Hampton’s seminar program is to expose students to various aspects of the
pharmacy profession.

I began my presentation by sharing personal experiences as an undergraduate student at Hampton
University and how I utilized the school’s resources to gain exposure to other scientific disciplines. I
then discussed how I chose to pursue a career in toxicology, personal experiences of graduate school,
challenges encountered while there, and advice on how to handle tough times.

Following my presentation, questions from the audience centered around my responsibilities as a
toxicologist at The Coca-Cola Company; courses needed to receive a Ph.D. in toxicology after they’ve
received the Pharm. D., and questions about positions in other industries.

The slides provided by SOT were extremely valuable. The different areas of toxicology were presented
in a format that was easy for the audience to understand. I think the slides/timing of the presentation
were helpful as some students in the audience were taking their first course in toxicology the following
semester. Others in the audience had no prior exposure to the field of toxicology.
# Attending: 200

Most important outcomes of the visit:
Exposing students to a field to which many had no prior knowledge

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
The pharmacy students were very receptive to the presentation. In the future, I would recommend
engaging more undergraduate students in Biology/Chemistry departments as they have not chosen a
professional career yet.

Materials used in the visit:
I used the slides provided by SOT. I rearranged the format slightly.

Society of Toxicology http://www.toxicology.org/ai/eo/GuestLecturerReport.asp

19 of 24 4/29/15, 11:23 AM




