
 2010

Applicant:
Luoping Zhang Campus Visited:

University of California, Berkeley,
Berkeley, CA

Affiliation:
University of California, Berkeley,
Berkeley, CA

Date of Visit:
2/4/10–4/22/10

Amount Funded:
$500

Visitor(s):
Tao Wang, Jeff Tepper, Martha

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar
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Sandy, Meg Schwarzman, Noe
Galvan, Kathleen Meyer)

Number Reached:
14

Target Audience:
A course designed for a diverse body of advanced undergraduate and graduate students who are
interested in learning more about toxicology.

Presentation Format:
Professionals in a variety of toxicology fields (industry, pharmacy, academia, government, etc.) were
invited to speak each bimonthly session about their backgrounds, fields, and areas of expertise, to give
students a better understanding of toxicology. The session also includes an informal Q&A session over
a convivial lunch for the students to network and become more acquainted with the guest speakers.

How were students recruited for the event?
Class fliers were sent out to various undergraduate and graduate email list servers.

Description of the first talk or event:
30 minute intimate Q&A session between students and guest lecture during lunch, followed by 50
minutes of guest lecture, typically in PowerPoint format, and ending with 10 minutes of follow up
questions. Audience included 12 students—6 graduate students and 6 undergraduate students.
# Attending: 14

Most important outcomes of the visit:
To introduce students to the wide field of toxicology.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
I always wish for more time, as the students always have many questions for the guest speakers.

Materials used in the visit: 
Guest lecturers provided PowerPoint slides; some guest speakers also sent journal articles for the
students to read ahead of time.

Applicant:
Mindy Reynolds Campus Visited:

Washington College,
Chestertown, MD

Affiliation:
Washington College, Chestertown,
MD

Date of Visit:
3/23/2010

Amount Funded:
$404.83

Visitor(s):
Haley Menard 

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
35

Target Audience:
Junior and senior undergraduate students.

Presentation Format:
Washington College requires students to take a junior and senior seminar (approximately 50 students).
Haley Menard's presentation occurred during the normally scheduled class period. The visit included
giving a lecture on toxicology, her research, and why she chose to go to graduate school. Haley will
also have lunch and dinner with the students enabling them the opportunity to ask individual
questions.

How were students recruited for the event? 
This was part of a Biology senior seminar series which all senior bio majors were required to attend. In
addition, advertisements were distributed throughout the campus to encourage other students to
attend.

Description of the first talk or event:   
Haley Menard gave a presentation on getting into graduate school, things to consider, her perspective,
and what she plans to do with a Ph.D. in toxicology. Following the presentation there was an informal
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reception in which students could ask questions one-on-one. In addition to the reception, Haley had a
session prior to the presentation to allow the students to ask her questions about her graduate career.
This also gave the students the chance to ask additional questions as well as get ideas about how to
strengthen their applications.
 # Attending: 35

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Washington College is a small liberal arts college which only offers one class in Toxicology. Haley’s visit
gave the students a better understanding of graduate school, toxicology, its broader impact in society,
and career opportunities which are available. For a small school such as Washington College where the
students are not as exposed to such topics this was extremely beneficial.

Materials used in the visit: 
Haley presented a powerpoint presentation.

Applicant:
April Neal Campus Visited:

Grinnell College,
Grinnell, IA

Affiliation:
Michigan State University, East
Lansing, MI

Date of Visit:
9/10/2010

Amount Funded:
$500

Visitor(s):
April Neal

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
20

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate students majoring in Chemistry, Biology, and Biological Chemistry as well as senior
undergraduates taking advanced coursework in Biophysical Chemistry.

Presentation Format: 
Students were recruited through the departments of Chemistry, Biology and Biological Chemistry. The
lecture was advertised as part of the seminar series for these departments and will draw a range of
students from first year undergraduates to senior students. The talk given in this broad seminar series
was on the discipline of toxicology in general, with examples on lead (Pb2+) neurotoxicology. and was
geared towards an audience which may not have any experience with toxicological sciences. At the end
of the talk, career path discussions were addressed in toxicology, focusing on careers in academic,
government, and industrial settings. This served as the platform for a luncheon with the students,
many of whom were interested in graduate programs in toxicology.  In addition to the seminar outlined
above, an advanced talk was given on recent work with pyrethroid insecticides to the senior Biophysics
course taught by Dr. Levandoski.

How were students recruited for the event? 
It was advertised as part of the series on fliers and on the campus events calendar. It was also
advertised by faculty during classes.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? 
Just go head and email them, they are very responsive.

Description of the first talk or event: 
1st event: Journal club with Biophysical Chemistry students (course CHM 332) on recent publication in
Toxicological Sciences (Neal et al, (2010). Allethrin differentially modulates voltage-gated calcium
channel subtypes in rat PC12 cells. Toxicol. Sci. 116(2): 604-613).
# Attending: 20

Description of additional talks or events: 
2nd event: Seminar “The Effects of Lead on Neurons: A Case Study in Toxiclogy” as part of the Biology
Seminar Series.
3rd event: Lunch with senior Chemistry and Biological Chemistry students. Also discussed were
Toxicology graduate programs and the annual Society of Toxicology meeting, along with what type of
coursework tox programs want in incoming students.
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# Attending: 50

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
In many cases this was the first toxicology oriented research to which the students were exposed.
Students were engaged in both environmental and mechanistic toxicology and distributed literature
provided by SOT regarding toxicology careers and the student-mentor travel awards.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
I had a great visit and had great attendance. I can’t think of any improvements

Materials used in the visit: 
Discussion in the biophysics course was on the recent publication listed (copy attached). The seminar
was on presentation slides derived from a general lecture given in the past on lead neurotoxicology,
from exposure to mechanistic research.

Applicant:
Peter Goering Campus Visited:

Purdue University School of Health Sciences,
West Lafayette, IN

Affiliation:
FDA, Washington, D.C. Date of Visit:

9/28/2010

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
Peter Goering

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
175

Target Audience:  
Undergraduate students

Presentation Format: 
SOT slides and FDA slides. Concluded with “Career in Toxicology” slides from SOT.

Description of the first talk or event: 
Introductory course where science professionals shared about career opportunities in their respective
field. Merged between some of SOT slides (What is Toxicology) and some of “What Is FDA?” slides,
which segued into two specific examples of how FDA research from my toxicology division has had an
impact on public health. Concluded with “Careers in Toxicology” slides from SOT slide deck.
# Attending: 175

Description of additional talks or events: 
Presented a research seminar to the graduate students of the School of Health Sciences.

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Everyday impact of toxicology and the FDA made a good impression overall. The 50 SOT trifold
brochures provided by SOT headquarters staff rapidly disappeared after the lecture.

Materials used in the visit: 
 SOT slides and brochures

Other comments or suggestions:
SOT ToxScholar program plays a role in building for the future of toxicology, and SOT members should
be encouraged to participate.
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