
Warrensburg, MO

Affiliation:
CDC/NIOSH
Morgantown, WV

Date of Visit:
3/30/2011

Amount Funded:
$500

Visitor(s):
Itai Chipinda

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
340

Target Audience:
Undergraduate Chemistry and Biochemistry Students

Presentation Format:
The Chemistry and Biochemistry Department scheduled and advertised a seminar. Dr. Chipinda met
with faculty before the seminar. He also interacted with students before and after seminar.

How were students recruited for the event?
The UCMO Chemistry and Biochemistry advertised the visit on their Web site and posted flyers on the
campus. Undergraduate students and high school students were encouraged to attend the UCMO
Science Fair. Students were provided transport to come to the fair. The presentation was the keynote
speech for the fair and so students were encouraged to attend. Students received a credit for attending
the afternoon departmental talk.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Starting the arrangements well before the visit allows wider advertising of the lecture and allows both
students and faculty to fit the talk into their schedules. Email exchanges with the school contact and
encouraging the contact to notify other departments certainly helps in boosting the attendance.

Description of the first talk or event:
The audience was around 230 high school students and about 110 undergraduate students in the main
auditorium. High school students were seated in clusters according to their schools with the teachers
present. The talk was a 40 min lecture on what toxicology is, the SOT and its structures, graduate
school and career opportunities. Students were asking questions as the talk progressed. The speaker
went around each cluster of students interacting with them, answering questions and making sure they
had collected the SOT flyers.
# Attending: 340

Description of additional talks or events:
This was in a smaller lecture room where the attendance was mainly chemistry and biochemistry
majors with a few graduate students from the Biology department. The faculty was in attendance as
well. This talk was on the toxicology research currently conducted in our labs and the recruitment of
summer student interns.
# Attending: 45

Most important outcomes of the visit:
The UCMO department will work on becoming actively involved in the Ohio Valley Regional Chapter of
the SOT. A couple of students expressed interest in joining our lab as summer interns.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
Meeting faculty members from other departments such as Biology, Math and Physics will certainly help
in that students from other departments which are not the target department will be encouraged to
attend.

Materials used in the visit:
Will be forwarding some slides from my presentation

Applicant:
Linval R. DePass Campus Visited:

University of the West Indies, Mona Campus,
Kingston, Jamaica
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Applicant:
Itai Chipinda Campus Visited:

University of Central Missouri,



Affiliation:
Executive Director Nonclinical Safety,
Durect Corporation, Cupertino, CA

Date of Visit:
3/31/2011

Amount Funded:
$961.49

Visitor(s):
Linval R. DePass

Funded by:
Global ToxScholar

Number Reached:
50–60

Target Audience:
Undergraduate and graduate students

Presentation Format:
The visit was comprised of two seminar-type presentations to students involved in a Forensic Science
Master's Program (of which Toxicology forms a major component) as well as other students who are
studying in related fields such as biological sciences, chemistry, etc. In my presentation, I used
material from lectures I have given at the Berkeley and Davis campuses of the University of California,
as well as the SOT slide set, to describe toxicology as a science and as a profession. There is interest in
mounting a postgraduate program in Toxicology proper at UWI. Additional meetings with interested
faculty and university administration were planned to more greatly sensitize them to toxicology as a
profession and to raise their awareness of the potential educational and career opportunities currently
available to their students.

How were students recruited for the event?
There were flyers and other verbal announcements.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
He is available via email.

Description of the first talk or event:
My first lecture was “Preclinical Drug Testing Toxicology Procedures.” This was a lecture and discussion
with primarily undergraduate Pharmacology students. There were also some forensic toxicology
students and a few faculty members.
# Attending: 50–60

Description of additional talks or events:
The second lecture was primarily devoted to Careers in toxicology, attended by 30–40 students of
various backgrounds. On the following day, I gave an “Introduction to Toxicology” lecture that was
attended by forensic toxicology students as well as some Biochemistry and Chemistry students, total of
20–30 students. The professor in charge of the Forensic Toxicology program also participated. This
sequence of lectures was not very logical, but it seemed to fit the students’ schedule according to the
faculty coordinator. While at UWI, the Dean of Pure and applied Sciences invited me to attend the
Annual Awards Ceremony for his division at which he announced my visit and encouraged students to
attend my lecture on the following day and to interact with me during my visit.
# Attending: 30–40

Most important outcomes of the visit:
My lectures were well received. In addition, I had separate meetings with the faculty including the Pro
Vice Chancellor and the Dean mentioned above as well as other faculty who teach pharmacology and
toxicology courses.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
I would like to have had more control over the schedule of lectures but they were the hosts and they
did what they thought would work best for their students. For example, I would have given the
Introduction to Toxicology lecture first to the widest possible audience and not focused so much on
students who were already studying toxicology or related fields like pharmacology. Many of the
students who attended my Drug Safety lecture first did not return for the subsequent lectures and
therefore missed the Introduction to Toxicology lecture.

Materials used in the visit:
I used the SOT slide set as well as a slide set I created for lectures I have given at local Bay Area
universities. I will send you my slides.

Other comments or suggestions:
I think my visit was very successful and very much appreciated by the faculty and administration of
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UWI. I hope to continue to serve as a resource for students and post-docs from UWI who may want to
continue their education at American universities and other institutions at which I have contacts such
as UC Berkeley, UC Davis and FDA-NCTR.

Additional Feedback:
“I have now spoken with Wayne McLaughlin (Head of Basic Medical Sciences), Maxine Gossell-Williams
(Pharmacology) and Paul Singh (Pharmacology) and they all agree that your visit was a resounding
success. The students at all levels were duly impressed with what you had to say and were very
relieved to hear about the wide range of career options that are open to them in the area of toxicology.
They seem to have been particularly pleased to receive the information from a Jamaican with whom
they could easily identify and who could empathise with the local situation. I understand that students
from the Occupational & Environmental Safety & Health programme also attended your Seminar. All
agree that you have stimulated them tremendously and they are now asking that we introduce this
sort of visiting expert talk as a constant feature of our annual programme. Paul Singh was very
grateful for your discussions with him concerning the development of useful laboratory exercises for
the undergraduate programme. They are keen to have further interactions with you and perhaps to
pick your brain in the area of drug development and to get your input and through you, that of the
Society of Toxicology, with respect to identifying useful visiting lecturers in the areas of Environmental,
Forensic and Clinical Toxicology. The possibility of getting your help with vetting research as well as
developmental proposals in the area of Toxicology was also queried, as well as with placements of our
better students in laboratories where they could be exposed to best practices and techniques in
Toxicology.

I sincerely thank you for making this extremely worthwhile effort and also ask you to thank the Society
of Toxicology for helping to make your visit possible. I hope that this will just be the beginning of a
long and mutually beneficial relationship with the toxicology-related groups here at the UWI.”

Sincerely,
Ronald E. Young, Ph.D.

Pro Vice Chancellor (Graduate Studies)
The University of the West Indies, Mona Campus
Kingston 7, Jamaica, West Indies

Applicant:
Itai Chipinda Campus Visited:

Franklin College,
Franklin, IN

Affiliation:
CDC/NIOSH
Morgantown, WV

Date of Visit:
4/14/2011

Amount Funded:
$456.92

Visitor(s):
Itai Chipinda

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
340
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Target Audience:
Undergraduate Chemistry and Biochemistry Students

Presentation Format:
Department scheduled and advertised a seminar. Speaker met with faculty before the seminar.
Speaker interacted with students before and after seminar.

How were students recruited for the event?
The Franklin College Chemistry department advertised the visit on their Web site and posted flyers on
the campus. The Chemistry Club also distributed flyers encouraging students from all science
departments to attend. Students were provided snacks and drinks to come to the talk. Students
received a credit for attending the afternoon presentation.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Starting the arrangements well before the visit allows wider advertising of the lecture and allows both
students and faculty to fit the talk into their schedules. Email exchanges with the school contact and
encouraging the contact to notify other departments certainly helps in boosting the attendance. Having

Target Audience:
Undergraduate Chemistry and Biochemistry Students

Presentation Format:
Department scheduled and advertised a seminar. Speaker met with faculty before the seminar.
Speaker interacted with students before and after seminar.

How were students recruited for the event?
The Franklin College Chemistry department advertised the visit on their Web site and posted flyers on
the campus. The Chemistry Club also distributed flyers encouraging students from all science
departments to attend. Students were provided snacks and drinks to come to the talk. Students
received a credit for attending the afternoon presentation.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Starting the arrangements well before the visit allows wider advertising of the lecture and allows both
students and faculty to fit the talk into their schedules. Email exchanges with the school contact and
encouraging the contact to notify other departments certainly helps in boosting the attendance. Having



the visit advertised on departmental Web sites helps in encouraging both faculty and students to 
attend the talk.

Description of the first talk or event:
The audience was around 80 undergraduate students in the main auditorium. The talk was a 40 minute 
lecture on what toxicology is, the SOT and its structures, graduate school and career opportunities. 
Students were asking questions as the talk progressed. The speaker went around interacting with 
students, answering questions and making sure they had collected the SOT flyers.
# Attending: 340

Description of additional talks or events:
This was in a smaller lecture room where the attendance was mainly Chemistry Club members, 
chemistry and biochemistry majors with a few graduate students from other departments. The faculty 
was in attendance as well. This talk was on the toxicology research currently conducted in our labs and 
the recruitment of summer student interns.
# Attending: 45

Most important outcomes of the visit:
The FC department will work on becoming actively involved in the Ohio Valley Regional Chapter of the 
SOT. Our lab will be collaborating with one of the faculty members and this will enable us to host some 
of his students as summer interns.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
Meeting more faculty members from other departments such as Biology, Math, and Physics will 
certainly help in attracting students from these departments. These departments can advertise the 
visit on their Web site and this would give the visit more coverage on compass.

Materials used in the visit:
Used SOT flyers and brochures that were sent to me from SOT. These were also distributed to other 
departments. Will forward slides from my presentation.
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Applicant:
Luoping Zhang

Affiliation:
University of California
Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

Visitor(s):
Luoping Zhang Tao Wang, Noe
Galvan Jeff Tepper, Katheleen Meyer
Martha Sandy Megan Schwarzman

Campus Visited:
University of California
Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

Date of Visit:
2/3/2011, 2/17/11; 3/3/11; 3/17/11; 3/31/11; 4/14/11;
4/21/11

Amount Funded:
$500

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
20 (13 undergraduates and 7 graduates)

Target Audience:
Professionals, most of them are members of SOT and/or NorCal SOT, in a variety of toxicology fields
(government, chemical and pharmaceutical industries, consulting, academia, etc.) are invited to speak
each bimonthly session about their backgrounds, fields and areas of expertise, to give students a
better understanding of toxicology.

Presentation Format:
Speak each bimonthly session about their backgrounds, fields and areas of expertise, to give students
a better understanding of toxicology. The highlight of the session also includes an informal Q&A session
over a convivial lunch for the students to network and become more acquainted with the guest
speakers.

How were students recruited for the event?
Class fliers, undergraduate and graduate email list servers, campus online scheduler, and word of
mouth by previous students as well as professors.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Email Luoping Zhang is preferred, but arrangements could also be made by coming into the office at
237 Hildebrand Hall.



Description of the first talk or event:
The audience generally consisted of undergraduate (Juniors and Seniors) and graduate students as
well as a couple auditors. Class is scheduled for 2 hours, in which students personally engage the
speaker at a section called “Q&A: Lunch with Experts” followed by an hour lecture.
# Attending: 20—13 undergraduates and 7 graduates

Description of additional talks or events:
All lecture sessions followed the format described above, except the field trip to NorCal SOT's Spring
Symposium and students' presentations from their group projects conducted from this course. All
speakers were invited to attend and to see the progress students have made from the lectures.
# Attending: 20

Most important outcomes of the visit:
To introduce students to the wide field of toxicology and to build professional connections with
established toxicologists according to student interest.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
Extend the length of the class, as students usually had many questions and only a brief period to
conduct their own projects to practice in toxicology.

Materials used in the visit:
Guest lecturers brought power point slides, while some also provided referenced documents and
journal articles for the students to read ahead of time and review after class. The biography or CV of
each speaker was also made available to the students before each class meeting.

Other comments or suggestions:
Without the support from US and NorCal SOT, this specially designed “Practical Toxicology” course
could have been canceled at Berkeley, so we extend our appreciation in your continued support. Thank
you so much!
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