
 2012

Applicant: Peter Goering
Campus Visited:
Pennsylvania State University

Affiliation:
Date of Visit:
3/24/2012

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s): Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
60

Target Audience:

Presentation Format:
I was invited to speak at the third annual Undergraduate Research Conference at The Pennsylvania
State University on March 24, 2012. These annual conferences are organized by the Penn State
Undergraduate Biomedical Sciences Club. The goal of this conference was to give current
undergraduate students the opportunity to meet with distinguished professionals in the field of
biomedical sciences. The conference was attended by approximately 60 students. The agenda
consisted of two concurrently running presentations by invited scientists, followed by a special session
for all students, such as resume writing, GRE preparation, etc. This cycle repeated three more times
throughout the day. The conference concluded with a plenary presentation during dinner.

Applicant: Brittany Baisch
Campus Visited:
Western Connecticut State University
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Affiliation:
University of Rochester, Rochester,
NY

Date of Visit:
4/12/2012

Amount Funded:
$454.02

Visitor(s): Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Undergraduate students whose majors include, but are not limited to, Chemistry, Biocehmistry,
Biology, Meteorology, Justice & Law Administration, Pre-vet, Pre-dental, Pre-med and Pre-Law. We
expect some faculty members to attend as well, including the department chairs. The students will be
freshman-senior level students who do not have a background in Toxicology, but do have research and
possibly some industry experience. We expect equal attendance by both male and female students as
well as students from different demographic backgrounds and international students. Moreover,
students at WCSU have several different backgrounds and range in age from their early 20s to 40s.
This program will provide information about careers in toxicology that are relevant for all of the student
attendees.

Presentation Format:
I am invited to speak during a seminar slot that is one seminar in a series that is mandatory for
Chemistry and Biology students. I am directly collaborating with the Chemistry Dept. and Chemistry
Club, and they will distribute flyers around campus and to faculty members via email to announce
them in their classes in order to promote attendance in other departments. Also, I am requesting that
the seminar be announced in the daily e-news (Blackboard system) of the WCSU web. I am also
submitting an announcement to the WCSU Public Relations Office. The talk will be held in a new, state-
of-the-art auditorium in the science building, on a Friday afternoon, immediately following the last
class of the day, to ensure that students are available to attend. I will utilize the SOT ToxScholar slides
in order to present the material, and I will engage students by calling on them and asking them
questions. In addition, I will incorporate my own research and experiences as a graduate student to
facilitate my talk. In addition, WCSU is hosting a reception following the talk, in order for students to
ask questions one-on-one and to engage in further discussion about career opportunities in toxicology.

How were students recruited for the event?
I was invited to give a presentation in a time slot for the students’ mandatory seminar series, where
guest speakers from a variety of different Chemical/Biochemical backgrounds are invited to speak. This
worked well, because I had a guaranteed attendance of 20 and because I was a graduate of this
institution, there were additional faculty members and students also attended because they were
interested in hearing my seminar and learning more about toxicology.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Email the chair(s) of the department directly. I found it difficult to get in touch with the professors by
phone.

Description of the first talk or event:
45 minute PowerPoint presentation followed by 10-15 minutes of Q+A regarding the talk. Followed by
an additional 1 hour Q+A regarding SOT and the life of a graduate student. 30 students attended, 10
department faculty members and 5 were marked “other.”
# Attending:

Description of additional talks or events:
Question and Answer session about SOT and graduate school followed immediately after the seminar
and was attended by all of the students and faculty who attended the seminar.
# Attending:

Most important outcomes of the visit:
Typically, recent graduates of WCSU give talks during this seminar series that are tailored around their
field of graduate study and/or work experiences. The professors at WCSU were particularly interested
in an introduction to toxicology and SOT as well as the actual graduate program and institution of
which I am enrolled. So, I tailored my talk to exactly what they were looking for and integrated some
University of Rochester research and graduate school info with the slides that SOT provided. This was
very effective, especially when I talked about what courses undergraduates should take now while at
WCSU and when I introduced SOT’s Undergraduate Peer Mentoring program. I think it personalized the
information for the students and they felt a connection to what I was talking about. They were very
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interested in hearing more about what they can do right now, before graduate school, to enhance their
chances at being accepted to graduate programs in toxicology. I was also told that there were several
pre-vet and pre-med students in the department so I added info about how toxicology is related to
those broader fields and tried to include examples and case studies in my slides that took place fairly
local to WCSU to drive home the importance of toxicology to everyday life. I also provided electronic
copies of the slides that had more general information about SOT and the University of Rochester’s
graduate program to students who asked for them, which I think was better than bringing all of the
brochures and hand outs, because often times students feel forced into taking them who aren’t
genuinely interested. This also ends up costing SOT more money to have extra things printed. I think
providing the websites and information electronically is most effective for this generation of
undergraduates. Also, it would have been a lot of material to carry with me!

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
I would have included more information about laboratory techniques that toxicologists use, or general
lab techniques that are used in graduate school (e.g. western blotting, PCR, cell culture, etc.) but time
didn’t really permit. Maybe this could be a separate presentation but I think the students would
appreciate it.

Other comments or suggestions:
I encourage students to tie in their graduate research and their graduate school/program into the talk
and integrate it with the slides that SOT provides. This personalized my talk and kept the students
interested and engaged because I could speak to things based on my own experiences.

Applicant:
Joshua P. Gray Campus Visited:

US Coast Guard Academy,
New London, CT

Affiliation:
US Coast Guard Academy
New London, CT

Date of Visit:
9/29/2012

Amount Funded:
$114.94

Visitor(s):
Larissa Williams

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
100

Target Audience:
Entire sophomore class.

Presentation Format:
Attendance by students is mandatory for the science seminar series. In this evening seminar, Dr.
Williams will present an hour-long research talk on adaptation of an estuarine organism to a
PCB-contaminated Superfund site located about an hour north of the academy. This lecture will bring
to light how toxicology can be used to address questions related to anthropogenic contamination of the
aquatic environment and subsequent changes of organisms living in that environment. Additionally, Dr.
Williams will give a lecture in the biochemistry course during the day about biochemical mechanisms of
aquatic toxicological responses.

How were students recruited for the event?
Larissa met with faculty and gave an evening lecture. The following day, she met with some Cadets for
lunch.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Member of SOT. The campus contact initiated the guest lecture activity.

Description of the first talk or event:
The New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site: Politics, Pollution, and Adaptation
# Attending: 100

Description of additional talks or events:
Lunch with Cadets involved in research. Career counseling.
# Attending:

Most important outcomes of the visit:
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Direct exposure of students to a young, successful postdoctoral scientist. A good role model for the
students.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
I would like to have had more attendance at the lunch the following day.

Materials used in the visit:
Cadets taking Marine Pollution and one other course were required to attend. A flier was posted, email
list-serve for the lecture series was used, and the local newspaper published in paper and online the
details of the talk.

Other comments or suggestions:
Yes, an honorarium for the evening lecture was given ($300), which includes the cost of travel. Larissa
was provided with meals. SOT was asked to reimburse the hotel for the evening.

Applicant:
John C. Lipscomb Campus Visited:

University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

Affiliation:
US EPA, Cincinnati, OH Date of Visit:

10/17/2012

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
John C. Lipscomb

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
185

Target Audience: Graduate and undergrad students attending a career day at UAMS from University
of Central Arkansas, Conway, AR; University of Arkansas at Little Rock, AR; Henderson State
University, Arkadelphia, AR; and others

Presentation Format: Several speakers will address their specific career paths; I am asked to talk
about my government toxicology positions at US FDA, Air Force and US EPA

How were students recruited for the event? UAMS recruited students from regional universities for
this annual UAMS event.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? Campus contact would be most
useful in helping SOT contact interested faculty and students at multiple participating universities. POC
on the ground at UAMS is Dr. Kristen Sterba.

Description of the first talk or event: John C. Lipscomb was invited and traveled to his alma mater,
the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS), in Little Rock, AR, to take part in Career Day.
This annual event is conducted for the benefit of undergraduate and graduate students in area
universities. Eighteen undergraduate universities, including two HBCU, were represented. The audience
comprised 14 post docs, 63 graduate students and 108 undergraduate students. Students were treated
to six 20 minute presentations made by health professionals whose positions were in state public
health departments, chemistry departments in industry, researcher departments in academia and
others. Dr. Lipscomb was introduced by former classmate and Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Robert
McGehee. John’s presentation was on his experiences as a Toxicologist and federal government
employee, where he discussed his work and anecdotes from bench toxicology and
metabolism/pharmacokinetics research at US FDA/NCTR (Jefferson, AR) and in the Air Force at Wright-
Patterson AFB, as well as in human health risk assessment at the US EPA. He discussed the value of
joining professional organizations like local chapters of professional societies, including SOT. Many
facets of Toxicology were presented including mechanistic and dose-response analysis. The relationship
of these facets to risk assessment and protection of public health were discussed. Dr. Lipscomb made it
a point to discuss the friendships and professional relationships that began in the South Central
Chapter of SOT in the mid 1980’s, and the fact that he still collaborates and publishes with some of
those friends. The benefits of government employment were presented, and served as the basis for
several questions. It is fair to say that the students were somewhat surprised at his presentation of the
pathway that led from original intentions of being a wildlife biologist to becoming a human health risk
assessor. His presentation centered on gaining experience and double-checking career intent and
weighing options at regular intervals. The emphasis was on pursuing higher education and the many
different fields of work that can be pursued through a graduate education in toxicology. Following the
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completion of the student Q&A session over a panel lunch, John met with several faculty members
from universities, pointed out opportunities with the Society of Toxicology, and provided hand-out
materials. Visiting universities included: Arkansas State University, Arkansas Tech University, Central
Baptist College, Christian Brothers University (TN), Harding University, Henderson State University,
Hendrix College, Jackson State University (MS), John Brown University, Lane College (MS), Lyon
College, University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, University of Arkansas at Fort Smith, University of
Arkansas at Little Rock, University of Arkansas at Monticello, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff,
University of Central Arkansas, and University of Louisiana at Monroe (LA).

Most important outcomes of the visit: Convincing undergraduate students to pursue graduate
education, keeping an eye out for their field of interest as a component of Toxicology. Discussions that
may lead to an invitation to visit Jackson State University (a HBCU) in February.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: More direct contact with faculty from visiting
universities.

Materials used in the visit: Pamphlets provided by SOT, some presentation slides provided by SOT.

Other comments or suggestions: Dialogue with Jackson State must be continued. Toxicology
resources at the University of Mississippi might be employed.
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