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mission

“Overall, it gave me  
  encouragement and  
  motivation to work  
  even harder.“

Dushani Palliyaguru 
University of Pittsburgh



Dear Colleague:

The mission of the Society of Toxicology Endowment Fund is to assist in advancing the science of toxicology by  
providing financial support for the Society’s programs.  We enable this mission through the generous contributions of 
fellow colleagues, their families and friends, and realize our mission by funding awards and other programs that achieve 
the Society’s strategic objectives.  I am pleased to present a report demonstrating the Endowment Fund’s continued 
growth over the last fiscal year, the important ways students and other colleagues have benefited from your  
contributions, and the ways we use the Endowment Fund to create lasting philanthropy.

During Fiscal year 2014–2015, net assets have grown from approximately $2.3 million to approximately $2.8 million 
including approximately $256,641 in individual and employer matching contributions and $37,295 in gains on  
investments.  The contributions included 39 donations of more than $1,000 and 164 donations of smaller amounts.  
From the figures, presented in more detail on the following pages, one can see the stable and sustained growth  
of the Endowment Fund that have been made possible by your generous contributions.

This year, 59 awards were supported by the Endowment Fund including 44 student and postdoctoral fellow awards  
given to national and international awardees.  As a result of the stable growth of the Endowment Fund, attendance  
at the 2015 Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting was made possible to many deserving scientists through travel 
awards.  In addition to travel awards, Endowment Fund awards such as the Carl Smith Award and the Gabriel L. Plaa 
Award provided cash stipends to meritorious recipients.  These two awards are examples of how named endowment 
funds can honor the contributions to our science made by very special people. 

For the first time since the SOT Endowment Fund was established, a significant milestone was achieved in 2015.   
The Endowment Fund Board is pleased to recognize and is immensely grateful to Drs. Jaqueline Smith and Jerry Hook 
each of whom made donations to the SOT Endowment Fund that make them the Society’s first Visionary Contributors.  
Please invest a moment of your time to learn more about their inspiring story and passion for SOT, and join me in 
thanking them for such remarkable leadership.

In 2015, two special colleagues were memorialized in new named funds.  While the SOT will forever be saddened by 
their passing, the memory of these great scientists will continue as a result of the generosity of their friends and family 
through these funds:

 • Donald E. Gardner Inhalation Toxicology Education Award Fund
 • Edward W. Carney Trainee Award Fund

More information on these funds, other named funds, the Society Education, Global Activities, and Strategic Priorities 
Funds, the honor roll of our fellow contributors, and the many different ways to contribute can be found in the newly 
designed Endowment Fund section within the SOT website.  

This year, the Endowment Fund Board also rolled out the SOT Heritage Fellow designation.  This program honors  
donors who leave a legacy gift from one’s estate to the SOT Endowment Fund.  Such gifts can assist in defraying estate 
taxes for your beneficiaries, leveraging your contribution.  If you or a colleague are interested in this program, please 
contact SOT Headquarters.  

As this report and the more detailed information on the website demonstrate, your contributions are sustaining  
the growth of the Endowment Fund, and the proceeds of the fund are working for your intent.  Please continue to  
contribute and to recruit others to join the fellowship by giving with you.  Our money is doing good things for many 
people by advancing the mission of the SOT Endowment Fund.  

On behalf of the Endowment Fund Board, thank you for your contributions!

Sincerely,

Matthew S. Bogdanffy
PhD, DABT, ATS
SOT Endowment Fund Board Chair



recognition

“There is nothing like being 
   recognized by an esteemed
   panel for the work that you
   do on a day-to-day basis.
   I am extremely thankful for 
   SOT seeing the potential in
   my research project.”

Elizabeth Lightbody 
Queens University

Cancer Research Institute 



Recognition Levels
The SOT Endowment Fund has tiered recognition levels intended 
to encourage contributions to the Endowment Fund.

Individuals are designated as a Lifetime Paracelsus Circle giver 
and will be recognized by their cumulative gifts at the point that 
they make an initial contribution of $500 or more and indicate 
their intention to make additional contributions to reach $5,000 
or more within 10 years. Individuals who make cumulative gifts 
will be recognized as noted in the above table.

In the case of couples who are both members of the SOT,  
the Recognition Level is based on the contribution of each 
individual. Thus, a $500 joint contribution from a couple who  
are both members of the SOT is recognized for both individuals 
at the Gold Level and a $1,000 joint contribution is recognized 
for both individuals at the Paracelsus Circle Level.

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Visionary 
All the benefits of a Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Futurist; plus, 
Special Article in Newsletter and a biography on the website;
Have the Undergraduate Educator Award named for them for one 
year, and Assistance with registering for the Annual Meeting.

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Futurist 
All the benefits of a Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Leader; plus,
Recognition in the Membership Directory.

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Leader
All the benefits of a Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Benefactor; plus,
Participation in an Endowment Fund Board luncheon during the 
Annual Meeting.

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Benefactor 
All the benefits of a Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Member; plus,
Guaranteed Room in Headquarters Hotel (at the prevailing  
SOT rate).

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Member
Recognition on the SOT website and Invitation to President’s 
Reception.

All the above recognition levels are based on all cumulative contributions.

Corporation/Institutional Recognition
Corporate/Institutional Recognition Levels for the SOT Endowment 
Fund are shown below. 

Individual
Recognition Level Contribution

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Visionary $50,000 or more

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Futurist $25,000–$49,999

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Leader $10,000–$24,999

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Benefactor $5,000–$9,999

Lifetime Paracelsus Circle Member $5,000 Commitment

Individual
Recognition Level Contribution in a Fiscal Year

Paracelsus Circle $500 or more

Gold $250–$449

Silver $100–$249

Bronze $40–$99

Corporate/Institutional Recognition Levels
Diamond $10,000 or more contribution

Platinum $5,000–$9,999

Gold $2,500–$4,999

Silver $1,000–$2,499

Identify the SOT Endowment in your will and become an SOT  
Heritage Fellow. The Heritage Fellow program provides a way to 
ensure that through the Endowment Fund, the SOT’s education  
program, international outreach activities, strategic initiatives, and 
awards are funded continuously, and can support those in the  
profession today and the generations of toxicologists to come.

Heritage
Fellow

SOT
Give Back to Your Profession!



growth

“This is a great example of  
  experts in drug development 
  giving back to a younger 
  generation of toxicologists,  
  so that we can reach our
  full potential and someday 
  make huge contributions 
  to the field.“

Chelsea Snyder 
University of Caliornia Davis
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Endowment Fund have been made possible by 
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During Fiscal Year 2014–2015:

As a result of the stable growth of the
Endowment Fund, attendance at the 2015 
Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting was 
made possible to many deserving colleagues 
through travel awards.
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THANK YOU To everyone who has contributed to the SOT Endowment Fund, we would like to express our 
gratitude on behalf of the Board and the recipients of the resulting Awards.

Net assets have grown from approximately 
$2.3 million to approximately $2.8 million 
including approximately $256,641 in individual 
and employer matching contributions and 
$37,295 in gains on investments.  



leadership

“While each award is special, 
   receiving the graduate  
   student award from world
   leaders in the field of 
   Toxicology Assessment 
   especially of Indian origin 
   is extremely special and a
   humbling experience.“

Amruta Manke 
West Virginia University



2014–2015 SOT Endowment Fund Board
Jeffrey A. Handler, Chair (2012–2015), Member (2011–2017)
Matthew S. Bogdanffy, Co-Chair (2014–2015), Member (2013–2016)
Daniel Acosta Jr.,* SOT President (2000–2001), Member (2014–2017)
Laura Andrews,* Member (2013–2016)
Norman J. Barlow,* Member (2012–2015)
A. Jay Gandolfi,* Member (2014–2015)
Lois D. Lehman-McKeeman, SOT President (2013–2014), Council Contact (2014–2015), Member (2014–2016)
Denise Robinson Gravatt, SOT Treasurer (2013–2015), Member (2014–2017)
I. Glenn Sipes, SOT President (1993–1994), Member (2012–2015)
William Slikker Jr., SOT President (2012–2013), SOT Treasurer (2007–2009), Member (2013–2015)

Ex–Officio
George P. Daston, SOT Treasurer-Elect (2014–2015)
Norbert E. Kaminski, SOT President (2014–2015), SOT Treasurer (2006–2007)
Shawn Douglas Lamb, SOT Executive Director (2006–2014)
Clarissa Russell, SOT Executive Director (2015) 

Legal Counsel
William C. Hays

Staff Support
Clarissa Russell, SOT Executive Director

2015–2016 SOT Endowment Fund Board
Matthew S. Bogdanffy, Chair (2015–2016), Member (2013–2016)
A. Jay Gandolfi,* Co-Chair (2015–2016), Member (2014–2018)
Daniel Acosta Jr.,* SOT President (2000–2001), Member (2014–2017)
Laura Andrews,* Member (2013–2016)
David L. Eaton,* SOT President (2001–2002), Member (2015–2018)
Jeff A. Handler, Member (2011–2017)
Norbert E. Kaminski,* SOT President (2014–2015), SOT Treasurer (2006–2007), Council Contact (2015–2016), Member (2015–2017)
Lois D. Lehman-McKeeman, SOT President (2013–2014), Member (2014–2016)
Dennis James Paustenbach,* Member (2015–2018)
Denise Robinson Gravatt, SOT Treasurer (2013–2015), Member (2014–2017)

Ex–Officio
Peter L. Goering, SOT President (2015–2016)
George P. Daston, SOT Treasurer (2015–2017)
Clarissa L. Russell, SOT Executive Director (2015)

Legal Counsel
William C. Hays

Staff Support
Tonia M. Masson, SOT Deputy Executive Director 

 *SOT Presidential Appointee



“Most of us don’t have the 
  foresight to predict the needs of   
 toxicology 10 years from now... ” 

Jacqueline Smith 

“I wanted to create a situation  
  where SOT Council could  
  support an innovative idea  
  faster and with more impact...” 

Jerry Hook

giving



Most of us don’t have the foresight to predict the needs  
of toxicology 10 years from now, but through my  
contributions to the SOT Endowment Society Funds, future 
Councils will have funds to support programs that could have 
a significant impact on toxicology,” says Jacqueline Smith, one 
of the Task Force members responsible for implementing the 
Endowment Fund and a former Board Chair.

Adds Jerry B. Hook, SOT President 1987–1988, “I wanted to create 
a situation where SOT Council could support an  innovative idea 
faster and with more impact than waiting for traditional funding 
agencies to react.  I wanted the bulk of my donation to go where 
it is needed and can be most creatively used.”

Earlier this year, Dr. Smith and Dr. Hook each 
made donations to the SOT Endowment 
Fund at levels that have made them the 
Society’s first Visionary Contributors. Instead 
of creating new Named Funds, each elected 
to contribute to established funds that they 
felt passionate about supporting.

One of these funds was the Education 
Society Fund. Dr. Hook notes how much the 
Society’s Continuing Education program 
has grown over the years and how this kind 
of program is not offered by many other professional scientific 
societies. He donated to the fund because he wants to see SOT’s 
education efforts continue to flourish.

Introducing children to the science of toxicology at an early age 
is something the Society has done very well, says Dr. Smith, who 
also contributed to the Education Society Fund. She believes this 
exposure is important for the field’s future.

The desire to see the impact of their donations led Dr. Smith and 
Dr. Hook to make their donations now instead of as part of their 
estates. “We wanted to make contributions that could have an 
impact—and we look forward to seeing that impact in the years 
to come,” says Dr. Hook.

“We wanted to show our confidence in the Society and its 
leadership,” adds Dr. Smith. “We’re so thankful for the impact 
SOT has had on our lives. SOT brings people together who may 
never have professionally worked together, but can accomplish 

so many other things through the SOT organization. We’d love 
nothing more than to see this endowment continue to grow.”

“We encourage our friends and fellow toxicologists to make 
donations to the SOT Endowment in a way that makes sense for 
them. I am overjoyed with the progress of high quality of work 
emerging from the SOT. The Endowment Fund will help the 
Society continue to progress and have a great impact.”

SOT and the Endowment Fund Board thank Dr. Smith and 
Dr. Hook for their generosity in supporting the following  
individual funds:

Strategic Priorities Society Fund
“Strategic planning gets things off the 
ground. It harnesses the energy of groups  
to a positive benefit. These  Council led 
initiatives have greatly impacted SOT  
membership and engagement.” 

–Jacqueline Smith 

Celebrating Women in Toxicology Award Fund
“Helping promote the visibility of women  
in toxicology and the Society is one of the 
things I am most proud of accomplishing 
during my time as SOT President. This 

 contribution will help continue the Society’s commitment  
to and support of female toxicologists.” 
  –Jerry Hook

Diversity Initiatives Fund
“SOT has a strong history of including minorities, and I want 
to see that work continue.” 

–Jacqueline Smith 

Renal Toxicology Fellowship Award Fund
“I was a renal toxicologist and want to ensure the future of 
aspiring renal toxicologists.” 

–Jerry Hook 

Education Society Fund
The Society has enriched each of our careers through  
education in different ways.  Our support of the Education 
Fund is to honor those in classrooms, lecture halls, and 
laboratories who are role models and educators to all of us.

“We encourage  
our friends and fellow 
toxicologists to make 
donations to the SOT  
Endowment in a way 

that makes sense  
for them.”



 $2,362,140 $514,181 -$63,444 $37,299 $2,850,176

Daniel and Patricia Acosta Diversity Student Fund Council $27,151 $16,700 $444 $44,295 

Mary Amdur Student Award Fund Inhalation and Respiratory SS $75,233 $1,890 -$1,000 $1,206 $77,329 

*Edward W. Carney Trainee Award Fund Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology SS $39,300 $39,300 

Celebrating Women in Toxicology Award Fund Women in Toxicology SIG $18,032 $75,637 $93,669 

Young Soo Choi Student Award Fund Korean Toxicologists Association in America SIG $43,302 $1,000 -$1,000 $712 $44,014 

Laxman S. Desai Association of Scientists of Indian Origin Student 
Award Fund Association of Scientists of Indian Origin SIG $34,684 -$1,000 $559 $34,243

Diversity Initiatives Fund Committee on Diversity Initiatives $78,234 $57,821 $745 $136,800

John Doull Student Award Fund Risk Assessment SS $38,756 $300 -$1,000 $604 $38,660 

Environmental Carcinogenesis Research Fellowship Fund Carcinogenesis SS $2,766 $3,150 $24 $5,940 

Founders Fund Awards Committee $119,635 $1,901 $121,536 

*Angelo Furgiuele Young Investigator Technology Award Fund Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology SS $17,454 $277 $17,731 

Donald E. Gardner Inhalation Toxicology Education Award Fund Inhalation and Respiratory SS $52,090 $577 $52,667 

Perry J. Gehring Biological Modeling Student Award Fund Biological Modeling SS $42,834 -$1,000 $689 $42,523

Perry J. Gehring Diversity Student Travel Award Fund Committee on Diversity Initiatives $40,660 $690 -$1,000 $641 $40,991 

Perry J. Gehring Risk Assessment Student Award Fund Risk Assessment SS $43,826 $2,700 -$1,753 $753 $45,526 

Harry W. Hays Memorial Fund Council $54,039 $2,000 -$2,161 $884 $54,762 

Health and Environmental Science Institute Immunotoxicology 
Young Investigator Student Award Immunotoxicology SS $54,033 $1,200 -$1,818 $887 $54,302 

Vera W. Hudson & Elizabeth K. Weisburger Scholarship Fund Women in Toxicology SIG $78,822 $2,100 -$2,000 $1,301 $80,223

Frank C. Lu Food Safety Student Award Fund Food Safety SS $41,519 -$600 $665 $41,584

Jean Lu Student Scholarship Award Fund American Association of Chinese in Toxicology SIG $36,443 -$1,000 $564 $36,007 

Roger O. McClellan Student Award Fund Comparative and Veterinary SS and Toxicologic and  
Exploratory Pathology SS $108,853 $3,200 -$3,000 $1,725 $110,778

Harihara Mehendale Association of Scientists of Indian Origin 
Student Award Fund Association of Scientists of Indian Origin SIG $40,851 -$1,000 $645 $40,496 

Metals Specialty Section Student Research Award Fund Metals SS $38,329 $1,500 $624 $40,453 

Molecular and Systems Biology Student Award Fund Molecular and Systems Biology SS $38,621 $1,500 -$1,200 $609 $39,530 

Sheldon D. Murphy Memorial Fund Council $90,215 $1,000 -$3,000 $1,397 $89,612 

Toshio Narahashi Neurotoxicology Fellowship Award Fund Neurotoxicology SS $47,458 $14,734 $858 $63,050 

Pacific Northwest Toxicology Developmental Fund Pacific Northwest RC $37,607 $598 $38,205 

Emil Alvin Pfitzer Drug Discovery Student Award Fund Drug Discovery Toxicology SS $89,665 $2,000 -$2,950 $1,480 $90,195 

Gabriel L. Plaa Education Award Fund Mechanisms SS $92,093 $2,350 -$2,000 $1,510 $93,953 

*Regulatory and Safety Evaluation Student Award Fund Regulatory and Safety Evaluation SS $13,696 $200 $221 $14,117 

Renal Toxicology Fellowship Award Fund Mechanisms SS $55,560 $12,705 -$1,800 $751 $67,216

Robert J. Rubin Student Travel Award Fund Mechanisms SS and Risk Assessment SS $42,460 $200 -$1,500 $678 $41,838 

Dharm V. Singh Carcinogenesis Award Fund Carcinogenesis SS $37,848 $200 -$500 $609 $38,157 

Dharm V. Singh Association of Scientists of Indian Origin 
Student Award Fund Association of Scientists of Indian Origin SIG $33,336 -$1,000 $526 $32,862 

Carl C. Smith Student Mechanisms Award Fund Mechanisms SS $102,164 $5,000 -$4,000 $1,613 $104,777 

Ronald G. Thurman Student Travel Award Fund Mechanisms SS $47,905 $800 -$1,500 $784 $47,989 

*Toxicologists of African Origin Endowment Fund Toxicologists of African Origin SIG $6,486 -$1,000 $104 $5,590

Toxikon, a Preclinical Toxicology Organization, and Dr. Dharm Singh Association of  
Scientists of Indian Origin Award Fund Association of Scientists of Indian Origin SIG $50,000 $744 $50,744

  Beginning of Year Actual =   Total  Net Return/ Gain  Net Assets End of Year  
Name of Endowment Fund Administrator July 1, 2014 (Audited) Contributions + Matching Disbursed (Loss) + Interest June 30, 2015 (Unaudited)

Named Funds

SOT Endowment Fund Financial Summary for 2014–2015

*Temporally Restricted Funds                 RC—Regional Chapter                 SS–Specialty Section               SIG–Special Interest Group

Society Funds

Education Council $125,230 $9,740 -$5,009 $2,098 $132,059 

Global Activities (formerly International Act) Council $81,314 $66,747 -$3,253 $574 $145,382 

SOT Strategic Priorities Council $293,507 $81,727 -$11,740 $4,333 $367,826

SOT Priorities:QUASI Council $51,684 $4,000 -$2,067 $777 $54,394 

Student Travel Council $39,835 -$1,593 $608 $38,850 
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The SOT Seal Was Created by Louise Shaffer,
Wife of C. Boyd Shaffer, a Founder of the Society

Theme: “Safety and Protection from Poison Through
Increasing Knowledge”

SALUS—Latin for “safety”
The Ribband—A token of pre-eminence or superiority

The Arrow—Toxicum (Latin for “poison arrow”)
The Shield—Protection

The Wreath—Symbol of success
Radiating Lines—Force manifesting itself:

Victory over ignorance


