
Welcome to NCAC’s New Officers 

Terms begin May 1, 2019 

 

Vice President (1-year term): 

 
 
Narayana Garimella, PhD, MS  
Vice President (term: 2019-2020) 

Dr. Narayana Garimella is a scientific researcher at US Food and Drug Administration 
(USFDA), where he applies regulatory science of drug development, experimental microbiology, 
biomedical devices, materials science and biomedical engineering and computational modeling 
to investigate single and combinational therapies. It is to describe efficacy, toxicity, safety, 
pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, antibiotic resistance, device biocompatibility/toxicity, 
drug dose-response, biomarker-response and drug exposure-response relationships to facilitate 
new drug development, pediatric drug development, generic drug development and biomedical 
device development. Dr. Garimella received his PhD degree in Materials Science and 
Engineering from University of Central Florida in 2009. Dr. Garimella has authored 12 
publications and led the responsibilities of journal editor, regulatory reviewer, journal reviewer, 
judge to reviews, publications and science projects. He volunteered as a main-judge to 
microbiology and antimicrobials study section of the Fellows Award for Research Excellence 
(FARE) of NIH Fellows Committee (FelCom) for the year 2018 and evaluated, rated and judged 
12 numbers of abstracts submitted by NIH fellows. In addition, he represented FDA in NIH 
Fellows Committee since 2016 and volunteered teaching at academic and government 
organizations. Dr. Garimella has been a full member of SOT since 10/16/2017. 

  



Councilors (3-year terms): 

 

 

Jennifer Y. Tanir, PhD  
Councilor - Website coordinator (term: 2019 - 2022) 

Dr. Jennifer Y. Tanir is the founder of Toward Safer LLC, where she provides independent 
consulting services toward safer, more sustainable chemicals and products. Her specialties 
include technical advising and project management in relation to green chemistry, safer chemical 
alternatives, hazard/exposure/risk, and related topics. Dr. Tanir received her Ph.D. in 
organic/polymer chemistry from the University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill in 2000. Dr. 
Tanir has coauthored over 20 publications, is currently a board member of the Chemical Society 
of Washington (CSW), member of the American Chemical Society (ACS)'s Committee on 
Environmental Improvement, executive committee member of the ACS's Multidisciplinary 
Program Planning Group, mentor to startup companies in the Bethesda Green – Be Green Hub, 
steering committee member of the Association for the Advancement of Alternatives Assessment, 
and she co-organized the joint NCAC-SOT / CSW Symposium in fall 2017. She has been a 
member of SOT since (2012). 

 

 

Rosie Sneed, DVM, PhD  
Councilor - Student liaison (term: 2019 - 2022) 
 
Dr. Sneed is an associate professor in the Biology Program at the University of the District of 
Columbia where she teaches various classes including Biological Sciences I and II, Invertebrate 
Zoology, and Mammalian Histology. Her current research centers on the biology of regeneration 
in two superfamilies of the clade Continenticola (freshwater and land planarians). She is actively 



involved in undergraduate research at her university and has sent multiple students to national 
meetings (Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students and the Emerging 
Researchers National Conference in STEM) during her time there. Dr. Sneed received her 
doctorate in veterinary medicine from Tuskegee University in 1987 and was a postdoctoral 
fellow in the Life Sciences Division at Los Alamos National Laboratory from 1987 to 1989. She 
received her second doctorate in pharmacology and toxicology in 2000 from Michigan State 
University and was a postdoctoral fellow in the Michigan State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine Department of Pathology from 2000 to 2001. Dr. Sneed is the author/co-author of ten 
peer-reviewed publications. She has been a member of the SOT since 2013 and has served the 
SOT in the following capacities: as a poster session chair and as a topic guide for the 
Undergraduate Diversity Program, both during the 2018 annual meeting in San Antonio TX. 

Postdoctoral Representative (2-year term) : 

 
 
Kristal A Rychlik, PhD  
Postdoctoral Representative (term: 2019 - 2021) 

My long-term research interests include understanding increased susceptibility to environmental 
exposures during pregnancy and how that knowledge could influence healthcare provider 
recommendations and ultimately policy-making decisions. My academic and research training 
have laid a foundation for continued expansion of my expertise and mentoring skills during 
postdoctoral training. As an undergraduate student, I volunteered at the equine center at Texas 
A&M University on a graduate student research project investigating feed additives and gut 
health. It was this work and the food toxicology course I took at the veterinary college that 
peaked my interest in pursuing a graduate degree in Toxicology. Following graduation, I 
volunteered in Dr. Timothy Phillips’ lab and realized my desire to pursue a Ph.D. During my 
undergraduate education, I struggled in some courses due to the emphasis on rote memorization; 
however, my skills in problem-solving, my ability to think critically, and my passion for the 
research and subject matter are reflected in my grades throughout graduate school. 
My pre-doctoral training is unique in that I began in a food toxicology laboratory and 
transitioned into a developmental toxicology lab midway through my training. In Dr. Phillips’ 
lab I internalized the fundamentals of research and gained insight into the importance of 
metabolism in drug efficacy and toxicant potency. During my three years with Dr. Phillips I 
published one first-author paper and was involved in other lab members’ projects leading to 
additional publications. As I moved further along in my training, my desire to delve further into 
developmental toxicology was uncovered and I decided to transition into Dr. Natalie Johnson’s 
laboratory to continue training in that specialty, following a maternity leave. Most of my 



dissertation work centered around a mouse model of prenatal exposure to particulate matter air 
pollution that we developed. The main endpoint we were interested in was allergic asthma; 
therefore, I gained experience in allergic airway disease induction in mice, and response 
characterization through bronchoalveolar lavage collection, cell counting, histology preparation, 
and ELISAs to test for cytokine production. My training in Dr. Johnson’s lab allowed me to be a 
more independent student researcher and fostered my growth as a mentor to master’s and other 
doctoral students and as a teaching assistant for 
multiple courses. During my (almost) three years with Dr. Johnson, I achieved a first-author 
paper (accepted) and an additional manuscript (in preparation) as subsequent author from my 
work with other lab members. Overall, during my pre-doctoral training, I had the opportunity to 
conduct mycotoxin remediation assays, develop analytical methods using LC-MS/MS, perform 
toxicity assays using Hydra vulgaris, mentor students, and plan, execute, and analyze samples 
and data from in vivo mouse exposure models. After completing my dissertation research, I 
pursued a postdoctoral position at The Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public 
Health under Dr. Fenna Sillé. 
In my postdoctoral training, I will build upon my previous training experiences in toxicology that 
will assist me in my goal of understanding how prenatal exposures affect outcomes later in life. 
Specifically, I am investigating immune outcomes following prenatal exposure to arsenic 
utilizing an infectious disease mouse model. I plan to probe pathways of immune suppression 
through exploring lipidomic signaling markers with Dr. Thomas Hartung’s laboratory. Dr. Sillé 
is a fairly new professor at The Johns Hopkins University; however, she has proven herself as a 
capable immunotoxicology researcher, obtaining funding under a K99/R00 grant. Dr. John 
Groopman will act as a co-sponsor for my research. Dr. Groopman has mentored many students 
and postdocs throughout his research career. Along with the assistance of my mentoring team, I 
am confident I will obtain the necessary training to pursue my long-term goal of becoming a 
successful independent researcher. My training will be facilitated by the training plan developed 
in conjunction with my mentoring team. 

  



Graduate Student Vice-Representative (1-year term): 

 

Emily Illingworth, BS  
Graduate Student Vice-Representative (term: 2019 - 2020) 
 
Ms. Illingworth is pursuing a PhD in Toxicology, Physiology, and Molecular Mechanisms in the 
Department of Environmental Health and Engineering at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. She is currently working to shape her dissertation project, which will be focused 
on understanding how arsenic exposure affects macrophage polarization. Emily earned her B.S 
in Biochemistry with a minor in Leadership studies from the University of Maine in 2017. 
During her undergraduate research experience, she contributed to a publication related to her 
work in microbiology on the diversity of mycobacteriophage. In addition to her involvement in 
research, leadership and community involvement are also important to Emily. Since coming to 
Hopkins, Emily has partnered with a local volunteer organization through SOURCE (Student 
Outreach Resource Center) to complete over 150 service hours and is also involved in the 
Environmental Health and Engineering Student Organization as the Educational Programs 
Committee Representative. Emily has been a member of SOT and NCAC since 2017. 

 


