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CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT) was established to provide a 

regional focus for scientists of all disciplines interested in toxicology. The Chapter acts to: 

 

 Sponsor and co-sponsor symposia on current issues in toxicology 

 Provide annual awards to an outstanding student and postdoc in toxicology to assist in attending the 

annual meeting of the SOT 

 Maintain communication with the National SOT regarding current toxicology and regulatory concerns 

 Sponsor Regional Chapter events at the SOT Annual Meetings 

 

 - // -  

 

MESSAGES FROM THE NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President’s Message 
 

Dear NCAC-SOT members, 
 

Hope you all enjoyed the summer! With all of the officers on board to serve our NCAC community, we are 

expecting a fruitful year to come with more exciting activities! 

 

As we move toward a new operational year, I would like to reflect on some of our recent Chapter activities.  

 

This year NCAC and Johns Hopkins University held a joint reception during the SOT Annual Meeting in 

Baltimore. It was great to meet with many of you despite the inclement weather. We presented our Bern Schwetz 

Student Travel Awards to several outstanding students/postdoctoral scholars followed by a warm mixer until the 

reception adjourned. If you were there, thank you for joining us. If you missed this time, I hope that you will be 

able to participate in our next reception! It’s always nice to meet and chat with our members to learn from 

different perspectives.   
 

Another exciting event would be our Spring Symposium held in April with the theme of “Safety Assessment of 

Over-the-Counter Botanicals and Nutraceuticals: Update and Challenges.” We had a well-organized agenda 

with great topics presented by professionals from different agencies. If you missed the opportunity to join the 

symposium previously, the event materials including presentations/recordings may be found on our website 

under “Events.” Along with the Symposium, our poster competition and mentoring luncheon sessions offered 

ways to enhance our communication in science and career paths. You are highly encouraged to join our future 

related activities. Please look out for our community emails for any updates.  

 

I would also like to express my special thanks to those who contributed to the Regional Science Fairs (RSFs). 

Our NCAC members have actively participated in the RSFs as judges; their support to promote local STEMs 

for youth should be recognized and is much appreciated. Furthermore, I wanted to give our salutes to the 

Education and Outreach Committee for coordinating such meaningful activities. Nothing can be done without 

your commitment. Thank you!   

 

Looking forward, we have a few upcoming events to share with you. The first is the NCAC-SOT Fall 

Symposium. It’s under development at the moment, and you will hear more from Dr. Margaret Whittaker, our 

Vice President, regarding its update and associated activities. Please stay tuned. 

 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/events.asp
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The Board also started preparing activities for 2018 such as our reception at the 57
th

 SOT Annual Meeting in 

San Antonio on March 11-15, 2018 and the 2018 USA Science & Engineering Festival in DC on April 6-8, 

2018. Please keep your eyes on our NCAC announcements. We are looking forward to your active participation 

in our activities. If you have potential topics of interest to be considered for future NCAC activities (seminar, 

webinar, symposium, etc.) or if you are aware of interesting toxicology related activities to benefit NCAC-SOT 

community, please let us know. You can contact our Board members (here) to share your ideas, comments, and 

suggestions. It’s your community and your voice counts! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Tracy Chen, PhD, DABT 

NCAC-SOT President 

 
- // -  

 

Vice President’s Message 
 

LIPINSKI’S RULES FOR LIFE 

 

 During the NCAC spring symposium mentorship luncheon and post-symposium beer and burger nosh, 

at least three toxicologists asked for advice balancing professional excellence in toxicology with personal 

fulfillment. The answer to their questions is relevant to toxicologists at any career and life stage, and inspired 

me to do a bit of digging to unearth reasons underlying choices I’ve made in my life. As part of my research, I 

came upon a lifestyle perspectives article written in 2013 by Dr. Christopher Lipinski, whom you likely know is 

credited with leading Pfizer’s development of Lipinski’s “Rule of 5” to predict bioavailability of drug-like 

compounds (Lipinski, C. 2013. Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry 48:15-23). I like to refer to three 

concepts from Dr. Lipinski’s article as Lipinski’s “Rules for Life” and can witness first-hand how each concept 

has contributed to my success and happiness: 

 

 Controlling Your Scientific (and Personal) Life: Time Management 

We all have many projects and many people competing for our attention on a daily basis. Endless phone 

calls, meetings, and texts cut into productivity. Protect your time and don’t let others fritter away your 

workday, and while at work (in the lab or office), focus on your current projects before taking on new 

ones. At home, turn off your phone during meal times to interact in real time with your children, your 

significant other, and/or your pets (hopefully, not all at the same time). About a year ago, my family and 

I began placing our phones (in silent mode) on a map cabinet in the foyer ten minutes before dinner 

time, so that when we dine together, we are actually present and available for each other.  

 

 Foster Innovation with Scientific Fun 

Innovation - or the ability to effect positive, tangible change - requires creativity and a tolerance to let 

your hair down and try new things, while at the same time getting the tasks at hand accomplished. The 

smartest and most accomplished toxicologists whom I’ve met over the years are often described as 

spirited, humbled, and humorous. Large projects that I’ve worked on over the years have required 

dozens of team members, and have been most effective (and most fun) when everyone is willing to let 

their guard down.  

 

 A Good Manager is a Scientist’s Best Friend 

Genius and creativity are the not-so-secret ingredients behind any game-changing discovery or new 

product brought to market; however, harnessing the work of geniuses and creative endeavors requires 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/officers.asp
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skilled management. Align yourself with good managers within your organization who will support you 

and your program goals (in terms of securing time- or resource approvals), and who will communicate 

with you in real-time with both positive and negative feedback. Strive to manage yourself first if you are 

new in your career (i.e., live up to commitments, be honest, be team driven) and as you move up the 

ladder, accept diversity and differences of opinion without aggression, and remember to advance the 

professional development and well-being of each member on your team.  

 

I would love hearing from fellow NCAC members who decide to actively practice Lipinski’s “Rules for Life”, 

and hope I’ve provided food for thought to help you become a more effective and fulfilled toxicologist. I look 

forward to seeing you all at the autumn NCAC symposium! 

 

Meg Whittaker 

NCAC-SOT Vice President/President-Elect 

 
- // -  

 

Secretary’s Message 
 

Dear NCAC-SOT Members, 

 

Being the Secretary of the NCAC Executive Board, my main duty is to prepare meeting minutes for the NCAC 

monthly board meeting. Although I just started my NCAC tenure this May, I was amazed by how great this 

team is. Most of our Board Committee members are senior toxicologists and we have a good representative 

from both federal regulatory agencies and private sectors. Everyone in the team is very professional, extremely 

helpful, and shows great commitment to their NCAC duties. Within NCAC, we have activities on-going all year 

round. We have a full day-spring symposium and another full day-fall symposium with topics focused on the 

most popular subject areas in the toxicological field. We produce two newsletters and one annual report each 

year to record our activities in our own website. We participate in SOT Annual Meetings and we have our own 

NCAC annual reception. I strongly recommend you to encourage others to join SOT and become a NCAC 

member. By doing that, you can learn from our senior members; network with colleagues in different sectors; 

volunteer for NCAC sponsored events; or become a judge for local science fair to experience the great 

enthusiasm shown by our future scientists. 

 

Currently, we are putting some great ideas together for the NCAC fall symposium. The topic for this 

symposium will focus on the TSCA which was amended in June 2016. Our board members, Margaret 

Whittaker, Elena Braithwaite, and Charles Thompson are working very hard to make sure everything is running 

smoothly. You can be part of this event by registering for the symposium through SOT’s website once available 

or by participating in the poster section. Please do pass this information to your colleagues or friends; we are 

looking forward to see you at the symposium. 

 

Xinrong Chen 

NCAC-SOT Secretary 

 
- // -  
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Student Liaison’s Message 
 

Dear NCAC members, 

 

It is my pleasure to serve as the NCAC Councilor and Student Liaison. On April 19, 2017 we had a very 

successful poster competition at the 2017 NCAC-SOT Spring Symposium. Four outstanding graduate student 

and four exceptional postdoctoral scholar posters entered the competition. Congratulations to all the winners 

(please see additional information below in the section entitled “2017 Spring Symposium Poster Competition).  

 

Additionally, I would also like to congratulate two NCAC members for their outstanding achievements at the 

FDA. 

 

Congratulations! 

 

During the 57
th

 Annual FDA Honor Awards Ceremony on Thursday, June 29, 2017, two members of the NCAC 

family were honored for their work at the US Food and Drug Administration. The FDA Honor Awards are 

designed to highlight the extraordinary expertise demonstrated by employees of the FDA and these employees’ 

commitment to ensure and improve public health. 

 

Peter L. Goering, PhD received the Scientific Achievement - Lifetime Achievement 

Award for sustained, outstanding contributions and exemplary leadership in toxicology 

to improve the safety assessment of FDA regulated products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Petrochenko, PhD received the Scientific Achievement Award for Outstanding 

InterCenter Scientific Collaboration for his work with the Complex Generic Drug 

Product Bioequivalence Guidance Development Team.  He was recognized for the 

outstanding Intercenter group effort in developing bioequivalence guidance for complex 

generic drug products containing nanomaterials. 
 

 

 

 

I hope you continue to enjoy the rest of the summer. If I can be of assistance, please feel free to contact me and 

I look forward to seeing you at an event soon. 
 
 

Elena Braithwaite 

NCAC-SOT Student Liaison 

 
- // -  
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Graduate Student Representatives’ Message 
 

Greetings National Capital Area Chapter Student Members, 

 

We hope everyone had a wonderful summer and that you are looking forward to a productive year ahead! First, 

we would like to introduce ourselves as your new student representatives. Kristin Noell, doctoral candidate in 

Toxicology at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, is your Graduate Student Representative and Dana 

Freeman, doctoral student in Toxicology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, is your Vice-

Graduate Student Representative. We are excited to work with you and hope to see you at our upcoming events 

detailed below. 

 

(1) The National Capital Area will be hosting a Fall Symposium in collaboration with the American 

Chemical Society. The topic of the symposium will be the Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA). There 

will be a mentor luncheon for students to meet with professionals within our chapter. There will also be 

a student poster competition. Attending students do not need to be a member of our Regional Chapter. 

Dates and details about travel reimbursements will be coming soon. 

 

(2) The Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting will be held March 11-15, 2018 in San Antonio, Texas. 

Abstract submission will be open until October 9
th

 at 12:00 pm. Information for travel awards can be 

found at http://www.toxicology.org/awards/sot/awards.asp. This meeting is an excellent opportunity to 

share ideas, network, and learn about the incredibly broad field of Toxicology. At the meeting, we will 

have a National Capital Area Chapter Mixer so be on the lookout for those details as well.  

If you have any questions about upcoming events, please don’t hesitate to contact Kristin (kmnoell@umes.edu) 

or Dana (dfreem20@jhmi.edu). You can also reference our graduate student page on the chapter website: 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/students.asp.  

 

Cheers, 

 

Kristin Noell and Dana Freeman 

NCAC Graduate Student Representatives 

- // -  

 

Postdoctoral Representative’s Message 
 

Dear NCAC Postdocs, 

 

I am writing to update you on important information I received from SOT’s PDA for postdocs. 

 

 The deadline for SOT membership applications is September 1. If you need to update your SOT 

membership category, please plan to send in your application by this deadline. Your SOT membership 

reflects the level of your professional development! 
 

 There are currently 12 vacancies for postdoc representation positions open within SOT including the 

following Specialty Sections: Biotechnology, Carcinogenesis, Dermal Toxicology, Ethical, Legal and 

Social Issues, Immunotoxicology, and Metals. Please contact the President of these specialty sections if 

you are interested in nominating yourself or a colleague for these vacant positions.  
 

http://www.toxicology.org/awards/sot/awards.asp
mailto:kmnoell@umes.edu
mailto:dfreem20@jhmi.edu
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/students.asp


 

7 

 National Postdoctoral Appreciation Week (NPAW) is September 18-22. This event is sponsored by the 

National Postdoctoral Association, which is a non-profit organization that provides a voice for 

postdoctoral scholars enhancing the quality of the postdoctoral experience.  
 

 The deadline for applications for the SOT Best Postdoctoral Publication Award (BPPA) is October 1. 

This prestigious award recognizes recently published exceptional papers in the field of toxicology. The 

recipients receive the award at the SOT Annual Meeting. 
 

 A fall career webinar on DABT certification will be given in the fall. The webinar will be held on 

Friday, September 22 at 12:00 pm EDT. You may register for the webinar here. 
 

 Please access and update your profile on ToXchange. 

− Access SOT Members contact information  

− Upload your CV to your profile to get noticed by potential collaborators and/or future employers 
 

 Consider visiting the SOT Job Bank at www.toxicology.org/application/jobbank or the Mentor Match 

program at www.toxicology.org/application/jobbank/mentormatch.asp. 

 PDA wants your feedback! If you have comments to the following questions, please contact me at 

saverylc@gmail.com. 

− How can PDA make your ToXchange communities an active place for exchange? 

− What can the PDA do to enhance the SOT membership experience? 

− What are some topics on career development to explore this year? 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

Laura C. Savery, PhD 

NCAC Postdoctoral Representative 

 

- // -  

  

Newsletter Editor’s Message 
 

Dear NCAC-SOT Members, 
 

As I started to compile the content of the current newsletter, I realized how many activities our Board Members 

and NCAC members at large have been involved in since March 2017. This is one of the most active Society or 

Society’s Chapter I’ve had the opportunity to be part of. The length of this newsletter and its content are a proof 

of our dynamic Chapter. Please continue to contribute to the advancement of toxicology in your respective 

fields and consider becoming part of our Board when the opportunity arises.  
 

We have just completed our annual report and are ready for other exciting activities outlined by my Board 

colleagues in their respective letters. Please read through and consider volunteering your time for Outreach 

activities or participating in our Fall Symposium with poster presentations or by sharing your expertise during 

the mentoring session. All activities our Chapter is leading are extremely rewarding and the best way to 

connect, collaborate and exchange ideas. Hope to see as many of you as possible during our Fall Symposium. 

Stay tuned for more info to be shared soon! 
 

Thank you, 
 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin 

NCAC-SOT Newsletter Editor 

https://aim-hq.webex.com/aim-hq/onstage/g.php?MTID=e04724e97fc1c4e9348a79a7f75b2d19d
http://www.toxicology.org/application/jobbank
http://www.toxicology.org/application/jobbank/mentormatch.asp
mailto:saverylc@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Date: 11 August 2017 
 

NCAC Financials (from HQ): 1 July 2016 through 31 May 2017 

Checking Acct Balance: 30 June 2016 $10,544.30 

Income Amount ($) 

 Donations 3,189 

 Dues 5,030 

 Total Income 8,219 

  

Expense  

 Meeting (Spring) -2,682 

 Meeting (Fall) -100 

 Meeting (Reception) -882 

 Total Expense -3,664 

  

Net Cash Flow 4,555 

Checking Acct Balance: 30 June 2017 $15,004.22 

Yearly Change (%) 42.3 

 

 - // -  

 

NCAC-SOT MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Details 
 

Did you remember to renew both your SOT and NCAC memberships this year? Annual membership fees for 

NCAC-SOT remain unchanged this year and are only $25 for regular memberships and $10 for full-time 

students. These negligible fees are used to fund our symposium each year and to support a myriad of student 

activities, including student awards, travel supplements, and K-12 outreach. 

 

If you have not yet renewed your regional Chapter membership, please do so today! You can do that online at 

http://www.toxicology.org/script/loginredirect2.asp?page=dues, or just fill out and mail in the membership 

application form on the next page.  

  

http://www.toxicology.org/script/loginredirect2.asp?page=dues
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Membership Application 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Affiliation: ______________________________________________________ 

Address 

 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________ 

State: _____ Zip Code: ____________ 

Area Code: ______ Phone: _________________FAX:____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________ 

Membership Type  ______ Full Member ($25) ______ Student ($10) 

  

Please check the most appropriate responses: 

SOT Member 

_____  Yes 

_____  No 

Highest Degree Attained 

_____  A.S.  _____  M.P.H. 

_____  B.A.  _____  M.S. 

_____  B.S.  _____  M.A. 

_____  D.V.M.  _____  Ph.D. 

_____  D.V.M./Ph.D. _____  Sc.D. 

_____  M.D.  _____  V.M.D. 

_____  M.D./Ph.D. _____  V.M.D./Ph.D. 

 

Type of Affiliation 

_____  Academia 

_____  Consulting 

_____  Contract Lab 

_____  Government 

_____  Industry- Chemical/Petroleum 

_____  Industry- Pharmaceutical 

_____  Industry- Other 

_____  Other-  _____________ 

Please complete the information above and send with a check, money order or credit card (payable to National Capital Area 

Chapter SOT, no POs) to the address below. The NCAC SOT will review your application, and you will be notified within 30 

days. Those not accepted will receive a full refund. Current RC members: please do not use this form since your renewal dues are 

billed annually through SOT. 
 

Payment Type: Money Order______ Check ______ Credit Card ______ 

Credit Card # _______________________________________ Exp date ________ 

Name on Card ______________________________________ 
 

Signature  
 

Please send completed form with payment to: 

Society of Toxicology, ATTN: Ashley Black 

1821 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite 300 

Reston, VA 20190 

  

National Capital Area 
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 Current NCAC-SOT Members  

 
Dear NCAC-SOT members, 

 

The NCAC-SOT Executive Board considers useful to publish the membership roster in each newsletter. As of September 2017, the Chapter members 

are listed below (First NameLast NameInstitution): 

 
Valerie Adams US Army Public Health Center 

Felix Adatsi PreTrial Services Agency  

Lauren Amable National Institute on Minority Health and 

Health Disparities 

Devon Andres JPEO-CBD Medical Countermeasures 

Systems 

Jay Ansell Personal Care Products Council 

Louise Assem ICF International 

Sarah Attreed Johns Hopkins University 

Michael Babich US Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

Sainath Babu Hampton University 

Christopher Bates Exponent Inc 

Ilona Bebenek US FDA 

Nancy Beck American Chemistry Council 

Richard Becker American Chemistry Council 

Tracy Behrsing US FDA 

Eric Beier US FDA-CTP 

Rosonald Bell Indivior 

Joseph Betz NIH 

Melanie Biggs   

Norman Birchfield US EPA-ORD 

Adrienne Black 3E Company 

Uni Blake American Petroleum Institute 

Mike Bolger Exponent Inc 

Gary Bond US FDA-CDER 

Ivan Boyer Cosmetic Ingredient Review 

Steven Bradbury Steven P Bradbury & Associates LLC 

Elena Braithwaite US FDA 

Kelly Brant US FDA 

Chad Brocker National Cancer Institute 

Jennifer Brown MacroGenics 

Deborah Burgin CDC-ATSDR 

Gary Burin Technology Sciences Group Inc 

John Burns   

Jon Cammack MedImmune Inc 

Connie Chen ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 

Institute 

Tracy Chen US FDA 

Xinrong Chen U S Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

Weihsueh Chiu Texas A&M University 

Makena Clive Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health 

Chrissy Cochran US FDA 

Joseph Contrera Computational Toxicology Services LLC 

Erdem Coskun National Institute of Standards and 

Technology 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin Institute for In Vitro Sciences 

Rodger Curren Institute for In Vitro Sciences 

Irina Dahms DSM Nutritional Products Ltd 

Pedro Del Valle US FDA-CDER 

Marcus Delatte US FDA-CDER 

Jose  Delgado-

Jimenez 

National Cancer Institute 
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Christopher DeMerlis Colorcon Inc 

Ana DePina US FDA 

John DeSesso Exponent Inc 

Dhanraj Deshmukh University of Maryland Baltimore 

Kshama Doshi University of Maryland 

Jinhui Dou FDA 

Kimberly Ehman Altria 

Marion Ehrich Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary 

Medicine 

Michelle Embry ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 

Institute 

Gladys  Erives US FDA 

Neeraja Erraguntla American Chemistry Council 

Bernadette Ezeabikwa University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

Marc Fariss ToxSynergy 

Michael Feasel US Army Engineer Research and 

Development Center 

Louan Fisher Toxicology Regulatory Services (TRS) 

Suzanne Fitzpatrick US FDA 

Jennifer Fleischer ToxServices LLC 

Thomas Flynn US FDA-CFSAN 

Bruce Fowler   

Dana Freeman Johns Hopkins University  

Jason Fritz US EPA-NCEA 

Shayne Gad Gad Consulting Services 

Sanket Gadhia National Center for Advancing 

Translational Sciences 

Kevin Gaido US FDA  

Angela Gallup Charles River Lab 

Joan Garey Reproductive Toxicology Center 

Lee Geiger Geiger Toxicology Consulting 

Zelleka Getahun FDA/CDER/OPQ/OLDP/DPMA-2 

Chandramallika 

(Molly) 

Ghosh US FDA-CDRH 

Peter Goering US FDA 

Julia Gohlke Virginia Tech 

Emily Golden ToxServices LLC 

Gopakumar Gopalakrishnan Supernus Pharmaceuticals Inc 

Thomas Gray   

Sidney Green   

James Griffiths Council for Responsible Nutrition CRN 

Rupa Guha University of Maryland Baltimore 

Jaspreet Gujral Avon Products 

Maureen Gwinn US EPA/Office of Research and 

Development 

Karen Hamernik US EPA 

Georgina Harris Center for Alternatives to Animal 

Testing 

Wafa Harrouk US FDA-CDER 

Kristina Hatlelid US Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

Tala Henry US EPA-OPPTS 

James Hobson US FDA-CTP 

Colette Hodes US EPA-OLEM 

Alan Hood US FDA 

Eric Hooker US Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

Keith Hostetler Toxicology Regulatory Services (TRS) 

Terry Hrubec Via College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Virginia Campus 

Chia-Wen Hsu US FDA 

Annette Iannucci Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration 

Jon Inglefield Emergent BioSolutions Inc 

William Irwin Regulatory 

Nikolai Ivanov Philip Morris International 

David Jackson US Army Center for Environmental 

Health Research 

David Jacobson Kram ToxRox Consultancy, LLC 

Devaraya Jagannath Toxicology Consulting Services  
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Erik Janus M³ Technical & Regulatory Services 

David Jett NIH Countermeasures Against Chemical 

Threats (CounterACT) Research 

Program 

Samantha Jones US EPA-NCEA 

Bernard Jortner Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary 

Medicine, Virginia Tech 

Athena Keene Afton Chemical Corporation 

Buffie Kerstetter Charles River 

Raju Khatri University of Maryland Baltimore  

Do Hyung Kim Henry M Jackson Foundation for the 

Advancement of Military Medicine Inc 

James Kim EOP Office of Management and Budget 

Elaine Knight NIH-NCI 

Charles Kokoski US FDA 

Andrew Kraft US EPA-NCEA 

Gopala Krishna Supernus Pharmaceuticals Inc 

Francis Kruszewski American Cleaning Institute 

Susan Laessig US EPA-OCSPP 

James Lamb Exponent Inc 

Cindy Landgren Defense Threat Reduction Agency 

Amy Lavin Williams Exponent Inc 

Jonathan Leshin United States Public Health Service 

Nastassja Lewinski Virginia Commonwealth University 

Cissy Li US FDA-CFSAN 

Anne Loccisano Exponent Inc 

Linda Loretz Personal Care Products Council 

James MacGregor Toxicology Consulting Services 

Judith MacGregor Toxicology Consulting Services 

Michael Madejczyk US Army CEHR 

Susan Makris US EPA-ORD 

Wimolnut Manheng US FDA-CDER 

Nikki Maples-

Reynolds 

Waterborne Environmental Inc 

Suzanne Martos Johns Hopkins University 

Joanna Matheson US Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

Kathleen McCoy Virginia Commonwealth University 

Timothy McGovern US FDA 

Marie McKeon MilliporeSigma (BioReliance/EMD 

Millipore) 

William Mendez ICF International 

Donna Mendrick US FDA-NCTR 

Beth Mileson Technology Sciences Group Inc 

Michael Morrow JPEO Medical Countermeasure Systems 

Janet Moser Dept of Homeland Security  

Ekaterina Mostovenko Virginia Commonwealth University 

Frederic Moulin US FDA 

Pretal Muldoon Virginia Commonwealth University 

Jorge Muñiz Ortiz US EPA 

Caitlin Murphy Smithers Avanza 

Laine Myers US FDA 

Arvind Nandedkar Howard University  

Alexander Nguyen North Carolina State University 

Simone Nicholson MedImmune Inc 

Andrey Nikiforov Toxicology Regulatory Services (TRS) 

Kristin Noell University of Maryland Eastern Shore  

Ofelia Olivero NIH-NCI 

Robert Osterberg Osterberg Pharm-Tox Consulting 

Andrew Ottens Virginia Commonwealth University 

Teresa Palacios-

Hernandez 

US FDA 

Geoffrey Patton US FDA 

Leslie Patton Technology Sciences Group Inc  

Peter Petrochenko US FDA 

Syril Pettit ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 

Institute 

Jennifer Pierson ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 

Institute 

Anne Pilaro US FDA-CBER 
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Caroline Pinto US EPA-ORISE 

Karen Porter PointCross Life Sciences 

Resha Putzrath Navy and Marine Corps Public Health 

Center 

Kathleen Raffaele US EPA-OSWER 

Jennifer Rayner SRC 

Gunda Reddy Army Public Health Center 

Emily Reinke Army Public Health Center 

Sharon Reutter-Christy Edgewood Chemical Biological Center 

Kausar Begam Riaz Ahmed US FDA 

Paul Roney BARDA 

Leah Rosenfeld US FDA 

Laurie Roszell Army Public Health Center  

Tinashe Ruwona Institute for In Vitro Sciences 

Shakil Saghir Smithers 

Laura Savery US FDA 

Louis Scarano US EPA 

Anthony Scialli Scialli Consulting LLC 

Pankaj  Sethi University of Georgia 

Jennifer Shing US FDA 

Fenna Sille Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health 

Shelby Skoog US FDA 

Deborah Smegal US FDA 

Babasaheb Sonawane TRACS LLC 

Katherine Squibb University of Maryland 

Brad Stanard MedImmune Inc 

Martin Stephens Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health 

Stephan  Stern Cancer Research Technology Program 

Leidos Biomedical Research Inc 

Dale Strother ToxSolve LLC 

Evi Struble US FDA 

David Szabo Reynolds American Inc  

Jennifer Tanir ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 

Institute 

Sean Taylor Verto Solutions 

Richard Thomas Intercet Ltd 

D Charles Thompson US FDA-CDER 

Scott Thurmond US FDA-CFSAN 

Richard Troast Troast Environmental Consulting  

Lorraine Twerdok TWERDOK CONSULTING, LLC 

Vipin Tyagi University College of Medical Sciences 

& GTB Hospital Delhi University 

René Viñas Grocery Manufacturers Association 

Zhengxi Wei University of Rhode Island 

Kimberly White   

Margaret Whittaker ToxServices LLC 

Paddy Wiesenfeld US FDA-CFSAN 

Jessica Wignall ICF International 

Gary Wolfe Gary Wolfe Toxicology LLC 

Linnzi Wright US Army Edgewood Chemical 

Biological Center 

James Yager Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health 

Krystle Yozzo Environmental Protection Agency 

Tracey Zoetis SciLucent LLC 

Joanne Zurlo Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health 

 
- // -  
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NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS CONTACT LIST 
 

President: Tracy Chen (2017-2018) 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration  

Tracy.chen.tox@gmail.com  

 

 

Vice-President: Margaret Whittaker (2017-2018) 

                          ToxServices LLC 

  202-429-8787 

  Mwhittaker@toxservices.com  

 

 

Treasurer:  D. Charles Thompson (2017-2020) 

  U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

dct590122@comcast.net  

 

 

Secretary: Xinrong Chen (2017-2020) 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission 

  Xinrong_chen@hotmail.com 

 

 

Councilors: Pedro L. Del Valle (2016-2018) 

 Past President & Chair of Outreach 

Activities 

 U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

 pedroldelvalle@verizon.net 

 

 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin  (2015-2018) 

Newsletter Editor  

Institute for In Vitro Sciences, Inc. 

301-947-6524 

ecostin@iivs.org 

 

 

Lorraine Twerdok (2016-2019) 

Website Coordinator  

    TWERDOK CONSULTING, LLC 

  letwerdok@verizon.net 

 

 

Elena Braithwaite (2016-2019) 

Student Liaison  

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

doctorelena@yahoo.com  

 

 

Postdoctoral Laura Savery (2017-2019) 

Representative: U.S. Food and Drug Administration  

 saverylc@gmail.com  

 

Graduate Kristin Noell (2017-2018) 

Student University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

Representative: Kmnoell@umes.edu 

 

Graduate  Dana Freeman (2017-2018) 

Student Johns Hopkins University 

Vice- dfreem20@jhmi.edu 

Representative:  

  

 

 

 

mailto:Tracy.chen.tox@gmail.com
mailto:Mwhittaker@toxservices.com
mailto:dct590122@comcast.net
mailto:Xinrong_chen@hotmail.com
mailto:pedroldelvalle@verizon.net
mailto:ecostin@iivs.org
mailto:letwerdok@verizon.net
mailto:doctorelena@yahoo.com
mailto:saverylc@gmail.com
mailto:Kmnoell@umes.edu
mailto:dfreem20@jhmi.edu
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NCAC-SOT ACTIVITIES UPDATE 
 

 Reports – 2017 Meetings 
 

Society of Toxicology (SOT) Annual Meeting 

 

2017 SOT Annual Meeting Global Gallery of Toxicology 
NCAC displayed a poster highlighting accomplishments, award’s recipients, outgoing board members and new 

officers elected. 

 

2017 SOT Annual Meeting around NCAC-SOT poster 

 

 
 

Kristin Noell and Tracy Chen                       Lorraine Evelyn Twerdok and 

                          Gertrude-Emilia Costin 

 

2017 SOT Annual Meeting Reception 

This year NCAC-SOT held a joint reception with Johns Hopkins University on March 14, 2017 at Pratt Street Ale 

House in Baltimore, MD. Despite the inclement weather, there were about 75 participants joining the event. Dr. 

Tracy Chen, NCAC President, welcomed everyone to the reception. During her introductory speech, she 

highlighted how the NCAC reception is organized to support one of NCAC-SOT’s primary missions, to 

promote scientific communication and support toxicology education and career development. Dr. Chen then 

introduced Dr. Marsha Wills-Karp from Johns Hopkins University to the audience who gave an introduction of 

their program. Dr. Chen introduced NCAC-SOT Board members including the newly elected members Margaret 

Whittaker, Charles Thompson, Xinrong Chen, and Dana Freeman. Dr. Elena Braithwaite, our NCAC-SOT 

Councilor who serves as Student Liaison, gave a nice introduction of Dr. Bern Schwetz and the history of Bern 

Schwetz Student Travel Award. 

 

Bern Schwetz Student Travel Award:  

Six outstanding applications were submitted for consideration in 2017. The applications featured important 

research in a wide variety of fields and disciplines including risk assessment, biomarker development, and 

materials science. Each application was blindly and impartially evaluated by five different judges (Nancy Beck, 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin, Georgina Harris, Elaine Knight, and Kristin Noell) based on the clarity of the abstract 

and the quality of the studies performed. Past SOT President Dr. Peter Goering presented each applicant with an 

award or an Honorable Mention certificate. 
 

NCAC-SOT was delighted to present the Bern Schwetz Award at the 2017 SOT Annual Meeting to the 

following recipients: Bernadette Ezeabikwa, first place in the Graduate Student category; Peter Petrochenko, 
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first place in the Postdoctoral Scholar category; Teresa Palacios-Hernandez, second place in the Postdoctoral 

Scholar category; Laura C. Savery, Ekaterina Mostovenko and Pretal Muldoon, Honorable Mention Certificate. 
 

After presenting the travel awards, Dr. Chen presented Appreciation of Service Awards to our outgoing Board 

members:  
 

Dr. Nancy Beck served as Treasurer for three years 

Dr. Shelby Skoog served as Postdoctoral Representative for two years 

Ms. Georgina Harris served as Graduate Student Representative for two years  
 

- // -  

 

2017 Spring Symposium 

 

Safety Assessment of Over-the-Counter Botanicals and Nutraceuticals: Update and Challenges  
 

The Spring Symposium entitled “Safety Assessment of Over-the-Counter Botanicals and Nutraceuticals: 

Update and Challenges” was held on April 18, 2017. We had a well-organized agenda with great topics 

presented by professionals from different agencies. There were ~170-180 online and 50 onsite attendees. All 

presentations were video recorded, and presentation materials were made available to the public on the NCAC-

SOT website (http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/events.asp). The mentoring lunch went well in that all 

tables/chairs were occupied! Attendees were able to take this opportunity to learn from professionals’ 

perspectives from the government, industrial, or academic field.  

 
 

Panel Discussion (Left to right) Drs. Kuszak, Sorkin, White, Harnly, Oketch-Rabah, and Casper 

 

- // -  

 

2017 Spring Symposium Poster Competition 

 

During NCAC’s 2017 Spring Symposium, a highly competitive poster competition was held to feature the 

outstanding research of local graduate students and postdoctoral scholars. Each applicant was evaluated by a 

panel of judges including Devon Andres, Gertrude-Emilia Costin, and Elaine Knight. Scores were determined 

based on the clarity of the abstract, the quality of the studies performed and the quality of the presentation. The 

following individuals were acknowledged for their scientific achievements. 
 

 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/events.asp
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Graduate Student Category 

 

Suzanne N. Martos from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health was 

awarded first place for her poster entitled “Whole-genome bisulfite sequencing 

reveals epigenetic characteristics of germ line imprinted regions as susceptible to 

perturbation from prenatal exposure to Bisphenol A”. 

 

 

 

Bernadette Ezeabikwa from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore was 

awarded second place for her poster entitled “Low grade and high grade bladder 

cancer cells differentially express Lewis x glycan epitopes”. 

 

 

 

 

Honorable mention: 

 

Alexander Nguyen from the University of North Carolina/North Carolina State University. 

Poster title: “Cytotoxicity of water soluble type-2 photoinitiators for two-photon polymerization” 

 

Dana Freemen from Johns Hopkins University. 

Poster Title: “Transcriptome Characterization for a Rotenone-Induced Human In-Vitro Model of Parkinson’s 

Disease” 

 

Postdoctoral Scholar Category 

 

Dr. Chad Brocker from the National Cancer Institute as awarded first place for his 

poster entitled “Regulation of long non-coding RNAs by peroxisome proliferator-

activated receptor alpha and their potential role in agonist-induced cell 

proliferation”. 

 

 

 

Dr. Teresa Palacios-Hernandez from the US Food and Drug Administration was 

awarded second place for her poster entitled “In vitro toxicological evaluation of 

ultrasmall superparamagnetic iron oxide nanoparticles on human coronary 

artery endothelial cells”. 

 

 

Honorable mention: 

 

Dr. Jennifer Shing from the US Food and Drug Administration. 

Poster Title: “Pharmacology and toxicology evaluation of bulk drug substances for use in compounding” 

 

Dr. Caroline Lucia Pinto from the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

Poster Title: “Identification of candidate reference chemicals for in vitro steroidogenesis assays” 
 

- // -  
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Other NCAC-SOT 2016-2017 Activities 

 

NCAC-SOT at Society of Risk Analysis (SRA) first 2017 webinar about “The Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical 

Safety for the 21
st
 Century Act (LCSA)” 

  

On Tuesday January 10, 2016, the Society of Risk Analysis (SRA) and the Risk Policy and Law specialty 

section of SRA and NCAC-SOT co-sponsored a webinar to provide members with an introduction to the new 

law and to also look deeper at some of the interesting risk, policy and law issues. There are many opportunities 

for member engagement as EPA is actively implementing the statute which became effective on the day it was 

signed by the President. The webinar was chaired by Nancy Beck, our former NCAC-SOT Treasurer. The 

agenda included the following.  

 

1. Introduction/Overview/Timelines: Jeff Morris (EPA) 

2. Evaluating Unreasonable Risk without Considerations of Cost: Karyn Schmidt (American Chemistry 

Council) 

3. Economic Analysis Under the LCSA: Richard Williams (George Mason University) 

 

 

March for Science: A Toxicologist’s Perspective 

 

The March for Science took place on April 22, 2016 (Earth Day) in more than 600 cities around the world, 

including Washington, D.C. Not to be deterred by a rainy, cold day, members of the NCAC and Hispanic 

Organization of Toxicologists (HOT) marched in Washington, D.C. under gray skies alongside 100,000 other 

individuals of every age, race, and ethnicity (along with a smattering of superheros, Muppets, and a few aliens 

in disguise). As a group, scientists are not known to be extremely vocal or be adept at collective mobilization. 

However, the March demonstrated we are able to act, and do so on an impressive scale. One of the best signs 

seen at the March stated things were so bad with science “that even introverts are here”. Politics aside, everyone 

can agree that scientific research and education are needed for our collective good. A memorable sight from the 

March was a marcher dressed up as the mad scientist from the Rocky Horror Picture Show with a sign saying 

“Don’t dream it, be it.” As toxicologists, we are in fact living the dream of practicing science, so let’s make sure 

we each do our part to propel toxicology for the greater good of humankind, and not wait for the next March for 

Science to be the change that we want to see in the world. 
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Meetings of Interest 
 

Webcast: Developing a Mechanistic Model-Based Approach to Assess Cardiac Safety of New Drugs 
 

Workshop Date and Time: September 14, 2017; 12:00p – 1:00p EST 

 

Workshop Description:  
The FDA Grand Rounds is webcast every other month to highlight cutting-edge research underway across the 

Agency and its impact on protecting and advancing public health. Each session features an FDA scientist 

presenting on a key public health challenge and how FDA is applying science to its regulatory activities. The 

45-minute presentation is followed by questions from the audience. 

 

Speaker:  
David Strauss, MD, PhD 

Director, Division of Applied Regulatory Science 

FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research 

 

Event website: 

https://www.fda.gov/ScienceResearch/AboutScienceResearchatFDA/ucm486711.htm?source=govdelivery&ut

m_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 

 

Remote Access Instructions:  
To register for the webcast, please click the link below and then follow the instructions on the registration page. 

After you register you will receive a link via email to access the live webinar. You must log in with your 

username and password which you create when you register. Please pre-register at least one day before the 

event to ensure you receive the access link email and outlook invitation for the session. 

 

Access link: https://collaboration.fda.gov/sept172017grandroundsreg/event/registration.html 

For technical assistance please contact Jeffery Rexrode at Jeffery.Rexrode@fda.hhs.gov. 

 

- // -  

 
 

 

 
 

6
th

 Annual Meeting of the American Society for Cellular and Computational Toxicology (ASCCT) 

September 21-22, 2017 in Gaithersburg, MD  

 

ASCCT, a Scientific Society dedicated to the promotion of toxicology testing and research that reduces and 

replaces the use of animals, is organizing its 6
th

 Annual Meeting aimed to explore research and policy advances 

in toxicology. In addition to the major themes, oral and poster presentations will be selected from submitted 

abstracts. The Mentoring Event will gather meeting attendees from government, industry and academia to share 

their experiences in the workplace, network, and establish connections and collaborations. Visit the following 

website for more information on the upcoming meeting: 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eeasd4zg550dc839&llr=pbddrfdab. 

https://www.fda.gov/ScienceResearch/AboutScienceResearchatFDA/ucm486711.htm?source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/ScienceResearch/AboutScienceResearchatFDA/ucm486711.htm?source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://collaboration.fda.gov/sept172017grandroundsreg/event/registration.html
mailto:Jeffery.Rexrode@fda.hhs.gov
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eeasd4zg550dc839&llr=pbddrfdab
http://www.ascctox.org/
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NCAC-SOT/ACS Joint Fall Symposium on TSCA Reform 

 

Time: 13 October 2017 

Location: ACS Headquarters, 1155 Sixteenth Street NW, Washington, DC 

Description: draft agenda and details to follow. 

 

 - // -  

 

2018 Annual Society of Toxicology Meeting 

 

 
 

The next SOT Annual Meeting will be held in San Antonio, TX, March 11-15, 2018. For more information 

visit: http://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2018/index.asp. 

 

SOT - Associated Events & Meetings 

Annual Meeting: March 11 - 15, 2018, San Antonio, TX 

SOT Calendar of Events: https://www.toxicology.org/events/calendar/events.asp 

Filter/sort by date, location, SOT chapter, SOT SS, SOT SIG, other organizations, & past 

meetings  

SOT-Hosted Meetings: https://www.toxicology.org/events/shm/hosted.asp 

Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology – November 14-17, 2018 Washington DC, Area 

http://www.toxicology.org/events/shm/cct/meetings.asp#upcoming-pnl-open 

 

 
 

The Hispanic Organization of Toxicologists (HOT), a Special Interest Group (SIG), invites you to submit an 

abstract for the 2018 Annual Meeting of the Society of Toxicology for a platform/poster session describing the 

various toxicological aspects of Zika virus research. This session(s) will complement a planned symposium on 

neuronal/developmental toxicity, infertility, therapeutics, and vector control, and will provide greater visibility 

to this significant global public health concern. 

 

Follow this link to the Abstract submission Portal (opens August 15-closes October 9) 

https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2018/abstract-submissions-program.asp and select the abstract 

category Infectious Disease/Zika Virus/Vector Control to enable correct group sessioning.   

 

HOT is also asking to share with other scientists working in all areas of toxicological sciences (toxicology, 

epidemiology, safety evaluation of rugs/vaccines, risk assessment, vector control, and more) associated with 

Zika virus. 

 

 

http://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2018/index.asp
https://www.toxicology.org/events/calendar/events.asp
https://www.toxicology.org/events/shm/hosted.asp
http://www.toxicology.org/events/shm/cct/meetings.asp#upcoming-pnl-open
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2018/abstract-submissions-program.asp
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Other Upcoming Meetings, Webinars & CE Courses of Interest 

 

American College of Toxicology (ACT) 

Annual Meeting: November 5-8, 2017, Palm Springs, CA - ACT AM2017 

Webinars: American College of Toxicology 

Courses (some local): American College of Toxicology 

International Society of Exposure Science (ISES) 

Annual Meeting: October 15-19, 2017, RTP, NC - http://www.intlexposurescience.org/ISES2017 

Society for Risk Analysis (SRA) 

Annual Meeting: December 10-14, 2017, Arlington, VA - http://www.sra.org/2017-annual-meeting 

DIA Oligonucleotide-Based Therapeutics, October 25-27, 2017, Bethesda MD  

DIA Oligonucleotide-Based Therapeutics Conference 

 

 - // -  

 

 Outreach Activities 
 

Update from the Chairs 

Dear NCAC-SOT members, 
 

The 2016-2017 NCAC-SOT Education & Outreach Committee was chaired by Past President Pedro L. 

Del Valle, with Gladys Erives and Gopala Krishna serving as Co-Chairs. SRC, Inc., a not-for-profit research 

and development company, supported NCAC and SOT to conduct outreach activities.  

 

Regional Science Fairs 

 

With the support of SRC, Inc. and SOT, NCAC members served as judges for Regional Science Fairs in 

6 counties (Loudoun, Prince Williams, Fairfax, Prince George, Montgomery and Anne Arundel), the District of 

Columbia and the Baltimore Science Fair that includes Baltimore City, and Baltimore, Carroll, Cecil, Harford 

and Howard Counties. Volunteers selected first and second place winners. First Place received the NCAC-SOT 

Toxicology Award consisting of a cash prize of $100 and a certificate. Second Place received the NCAC-SOT 

Toxicology Award consisting of a cash prize of $50 and a certificate. The awardee students at each of the 

Regional Science Fair (RSF) are listed in the table below. 

 

Student Name / Place RSF Project Title 

Mary Monaghan First 
South River HS 

Anne Arundel County 
The effects of light and temperature on metamorphosis 

Tyler Richard Lane 

Second 

South River HS 

Anne Arundel County 
Using bacteria to clean oil spill 

Elijah Dukes 

First 

Baltimore polytechnic 

Institute – Ingenuity project 

Baltimore Science Fair 

Comparison of in vivo killing activity of the antimalarial 

quinolones pyronaridine and tafenoquine 

Abdullah Shuaib 

Second 

Western School of Tech & 

Env. Sciences 

Baltimore Science Fair 

Using genomic info to study individual responses to drugs 

Sujay Swain 

First 

Takoma Park MS 

Montgomery County 

A low-cost, holistic water purification method to remove physical 

chemical and biological contaminants 

Sydney Ozbun 

Second 

Roberto Clemente MS 

Montgomery County 

A brine shrimp lethality bioassay to compare toxicity between 

conventional and green household cleaning products 

Samantha Chen 

First 

Great Mills HS 

(Saint Mary’s Co.) 

Prince Georges 

Overdosing on the Ink 

https://www.actox.org/am/am2017/index.asp
http://www.actox.org/meetCourses/eduWebinars.asp
https://www.actox.org/meetCourses/eduCourses.asp
http://www.intlexposurescience.org/ISES2017
http://www.sra.org/2017-annual-meeting
http://www.diaglobal.org/en/conference-listing/meetings/2017/10/dia-oligonucleotide-based-therapeutics-conference
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The schedule of fairs was as follows: 

 
Sat. March 4  Anne Arundel County at North County High School, Glen Burnie, MD  

Sat. March 11  DC STEM Fair at Dunbar High School, Washington, DC  

Sat. March 11  Prince William County at Kelly Leadership Center, Manassas, VA  

Sat. March 18  Prince Georges County at Charles Herbert Flowers High School, Springdale, MD  

Sat. March 18  Fairfax County at Robinson (High) Secondary School, Fairfax, VA  

Sat. March 18  Science Montgomery at FDA White Oak Campus, Silver Spring, MD 

Thu. March 23  Loudoun County at Riverside High School, Leesburg, VA  

Sat. March 25  Baltimore Science Fair at Towson University, Townson, MD 
 

The NCAC and the Education & Outreach Committee – Pedro Del Valle, Gopala Krishna and Gladys Erives, 

would like to acknowledge and thank volunteers who devoted their time judging RSF. The best reward is that 

all students you interact with will remember those moments and may in the future choose toxicology as their 

career. 
 

NCAC Volunteer Judges at RSF 2017 

MONTGOMERY PRINCE WILLIAMS FAIRFAX LOUDOUN 

Teresa Palacios – C Richard Troast – C Minerva Mercado – C Erik Janus – C 

Lauren Amable Alex Nguyen Gary Wolfe Eric Hooker Avanti Shirke 

Xinrong Chen Shakil Saghir Simone Nicholson Gary Wolfe Joanna Matheson 

Emily Golden Jennifer Shing    

Elaine Knight Shelby Skoog    

PRINCE GEORGES BALTIMORE WASHINGTON DC ANNE ARUNDEL 

Lorraine Twerdok – C Gopala Krishna – C Jennifer Shing – C Deepa Rao – C 

Bernadette Ezeabikwa Devon Andres Georgina Harris Devon Andres Rene Vinas 

Leslie Patton Dhanraj Deshmukh Jon Inglefield Caroline L. Pinto Laura Savery 

 Dana Freeman Janet Moser Tynia Dao  

 Rupa Guha Deepa Rao   

Ruth White 

Second 

Eleanor Roosevelt HS  

Prince Georges 

The Runoff Race 

 

Sophia Rice, 

Kaydy Vu, 

Hannah Maschino 

First 

Fairfax HS 

Fairfax County 

The Effect of Cigarette Smoke on Growth of Pea Plants (Pisum 

sativum) 

Olivia Ottomanelli, 

Camryn Miller 

Second 

Fairfax HS 

Fairfax County 
The Effect of Cigarette Smoke on Plants 

Thomas Base 

First 

Dominion HS 

Loudoun County 

The Effect of Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers on Reproduction 

and Neurological Development in Drosophila 

Jill Morris, 

Kyla Thompson 

Second 

Tuscarora HS 

Loudoun County 
The Effect of Free Chlorine and Monochloramines on Daphnia 

Charlotte Bassow 

First 

Stuart-Hobson MS 

Washington, DC 
Hold the salt 

Vance Gootman 

Second 

Alice Deal MS 

Washington, DC 

Dropping like flies, the effects of diets and nutrition on drosophila 

melanogaster 

Rebecca Hawkins, 

Alexander Hughes, 

Mengyun Liu 

First 

The Governor's School 

Prince William Co. 

The Effect of Salinity on the Toxicity of Atrazine to the Hyper-

Hypo-Osmoregulator Palaemonetes Pugio 

Shahnuma Jahan Second 
Osbourn Park HS 

Prince William Co. 
Natural Catalyst in the Synthesis of Aspirin 
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ToxScholar Program: NCAC ToxScholars Reach Out to the Next Generation of Scientists 

 

Submitted by Marquea D. King, PhD, US EPA, CDI ToxScholar Lead and Pedro L. Del Valle, US FDA, CDI 

ToxScholar Co-Lead 

 

NCAC toxicologists can create a lasting impact on the next generation of scientists by visiting local 

campuses and introducing the science of toxicology to undergraduate students through the SOT ToxScholar 

Program. Many undergraduate students are unfamiliar with toxicology and the diversity of career pathways 

available to them. SOT national supports SOT members who want to conduct campus outreach by providing 

funding and tools for members to give toxicology presentations and talk about toxicology careers to 

undergraduate audiences. 

As a major SOT initiative, the ToxScholar Program is overseen by two SOT Committees, the 

Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI), and the Education Committee. The CDI reviews proposals for visits 

to campuses with high proportions of undergraduates who are members of racial/ethnic groups under-

represented in the sciences. The Education Committee reviews the proposals for visits to primarily 

undergraduate institutions. SOT also provides ToxScholars with visit tool-kits, which include, Introduction to 

Toxicology slide sets, best practices, career information, and more. Campuses of particular interest are those 

that do not offer toxicology in their curricula. 

The National Capital Area Chapter leadership has been coordinating with SOT national to increase the 

number of ToxScholar visits to campuses throughout the chapter area. ToxScholars have visited Washington 

College, Howard University, and the University of Maryland Baltimore County. Visits to Norfolk State 

University and Hampton University are planned for later this year. Several visits have been made over the past 

few years and extra emphasis was placed in the NCAC area to promote the SOT undergraduate opportunities 

during SOT 2017Annual Meeting in Baltimore, MD. As SOT will return to Baltimore in 2019, there is great 

interest in keeping up the momentum of ToxScholar visits in the region. 

Dr. Teresa Leavens, Independent Consultant, and Marquea King, US EPA, visited the University of 

Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC), in the fall semester of 2016. They gave a joint toxicology presentation to 

25 undergraduate science majors. Dr. Leavens presented on foundations of toxicology and the current research 

she is conducting. Dr. King outlined ways toxicologists study chemical effects on the body by presenting an 

example using tryptophan and talked about career opportunities. They also met with faculty to discuss programs 

SOT offers during the Annual Meeting and throughout the year. UMBC invited SOT back to their campus for 

the fall of 2017 to meet with students enrolled in their prestigious Meyerhoff program. Undergraduates who met 

with Drs. King and Leavens also attended the 2017 SOT Annual Meeting Undergraduate Education Program in 

Baltimore and have become SOT Undergraduate Affiliates as a result of the concerted efforts by the ToxScholar 

Program.  

SOT members are not restricted to visiting institutions in their Regional Chapters. There are many 

institutions in the NCAC and beyond that are sites for NCAC ToxScholars. You may consider visiting your 

alma mater or the institution of a colleague. NCAC members may request partial or full support of travel costs 

for campus visits. Allowable costs (up to $500) include mileage or other transportation charges, lodging at the 

campus location, and meals for the visitor(s) in accordance with the SOT travel reimbursement policy. Other 

costs funded are those incurred at institution to host the event such as flyers, room rental, etc. The format of the 

visit (formal presentation, informal discussion, or a synthesis of the two) is at the discretion of the campus host 

and the visitor. These visits are also opportunities to recruit participants for Regional Chapter meetings, as well 

as for the Undergraduate Program at the SOT Annual Meeting and other SOT programs. Interested NCAC 

volunteers or faculty members can submit applications. SOT will gladly assist with matching speakers and 

institutions. Contact SOT Headquarters if you have questions, or would like more information about the 

ToxScholar Program. Applications are due October 9 and May 1. Applications may be considered outside 

those dates if funds remain.  

 

 

http://www.toxicology.org/awards/gf/toxscholar.asp
http://www.toxicology.org/awards/gf/toxscholar.asp
mailto:rachelw@toxicology.org
http://www.toxicology.org/application/af/awardDocuments/DomesticToxScholar_GrantApplication.docx
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NCAC-SOT Outreach Program 2018  

 

NCAC-SOT will continue its efforts to reach out the different RSFs in the DC area and will also attend the 2018 

USA Science and Engineering Festival Washington DC, 7-8 April 2018. For more information about the 

festival, visit: http://usasciencefestival.org/attend/2018-festival-expo/about-festival-expo/. Stay tuned for more 

details about the involvement and participation of the NCAC-SOT in this activity. 

 

Please ask your company to consider sponsoring these outreach activities. Contact NCAC Treasurer D. Charles 

Thompson at dct590122@comcast.net to make a donation. 

 

 - // -  

 

WHAT’S NEW IN TOXICOLOGY? 
 

We host in this section of our newsletter the summaries of several lecturers and award winners who attended the 

Spring Symposium. 

 

National Institutes of Health support of dietary supplement research 

By Barbara C. Sorkin and Adam J. Kuszak, NIH Office of Dietary Supplements 

 

We were delighted to talk about the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of Dietary Supplements’ 

programs as part of the NCAC’s symposium on the “Safety Assessment of OTC Botanicals and Nutraceuticals”. 

 

NIH’s mission is to support biological research and apply the knowledge gained to enhance health
1
. Research 

relevant to dietary supplements (DS), including botanical natural products (NP), is supported by many NIH 

components
2
; the NIH Office of Dietary Supplements (ODS)

3
 and National Center for Complementary and 

Integrative health (NCCIH)
4
 both have strong portfolios in this area

5,6
. Botanical DS safety is the subject of 

projects in the National Toxicology Program (NTP) at the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences. 

We provided a broad overview of NIH efforts to increase research capacity and expand understanding of the 

health effects of botanical DS.  

 

ODS and NCCIH have long recognized that the inherent variability of botanicals heightens the challenges of 

research reproducibility, implementing a “Natural Product Integrity Policy”
7
 that highlights reporting of 

analytical and methodological detail. This policy supports NIH-wide efforts to enhance the rigorous 

authentication of key biological and chemical resources
8
. ODS and NCCIH support the development of 

methods and standards that can be applied to NP characterization. The jointly supported, investigator-initiated, 

Centers for Advancing Research on Botanicals and Other Natural Products (CARBON) Program
9
, the ODS-

supported Analytical Methods and Reference Materials (AMRM) Program
10

, and the NCCIH-supported “Center 

of Excellence for Natural Product-Drug Interaction Research”
11

 are among the relevant efforts. Of these, the 

                                                 
1
 https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/mission-goals (accessed 7/7/2017) 

2
 J Nutr. 2014 Apr;144(4):414-8. 

3
 https://ods.od.nih.gov/ (accessed 7/18/2017) 

4
 https://nccih.nih.gov/research (accessed 7/18/2017) 

5
 https://nccih.nih.gov/grants/whatnccihfunds/overviewfunds.htm (accessed 7/18/2017) 

6
 https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/funding.sec.aspx (accessed 7/18/2017) 

7
 https://nccih.nih.gov/research/policies/naturalproduct.htm (accessed 7/18/2017) 

8
 https://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/index.htm (accessed 7/18/2017) 

9
 https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/Dietary_Supplement_Research_Centers.aspx (accessed 7/18/2017) 

10
 https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/AMRMProgramWebsite.aspx (accessed 7/18/2017) 

11
 https://nccih.nih.gov/research/blog/leadership-natural-product (accessed 7/18/2017) 

http://usasciencefestival.org/attend/2018-festival-expo/about-festival-expo/
mailto:dct590122@comcast.net
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/mission-goals
https://ods.od.nih.gov/
https://nccih.nih.gov/research
https://nccih.nih.gov/grants/whatnccihfunds/overviewfunds.htm
https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/funding.sec.aspx
https://nccih.nih.gov/research/policies/naturalproduct.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/index.htm
https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/Dietary_Supplement_Research_Centers.aspx
https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/AMRMProgramWebsite.aspx
https://nccih.nih.gov/research/blog/leadership-natural-product
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Botanical Dietary Supplements Research Centers within the CARBON Program have a broad research focus on 

product optimization and analysis, mechanisms of action, and biological effects (including safety) in different 

biological systems. One Center is conducting human subject research to assess in vivo herb-drug interactions 

predicted by in vitro and in silico models
12

. The NP-Drug Interaction Research Center focuses solely on such 

interactions, while the NTP assesses select aspects of the toxicology of substances of public health interest, 

including DS and other NP
13

.  

 

Both AMRM and CARBON Program activities include the development of validated and innovative 

methodologies to support NP characterization and safety assessment. Through AMRM, ODS partners with the 

National Institute of Standards and Technology to produce certified reference materials which are critical for 

product characterization and laboratory performance assessment. AMRM also supports the development of non-

targeted authentication and contamination identification methods at the USDA Agricultural Research Service. 

The CARBON Centers include components focused on advancing both qualitative and quantitative analysis, as 

well as on improving non-targeted methods to generate strong hypotheses regarding the bioactive components 

of NP and their in vivo targets. 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed hearing from the other presenters and the attendees. Efforts related to understanding the 

toxicology of botanical DS at USDA, FDA, NIST, NTP, NCI, and NCCIH will continue to inform our work at 

ODS. 

 

 - // -  

 

Advising Cancer Patients Regarding Risks and Benefits of Botanicals and Nutraceuticals 

By Jeffrey D. White, MD, Associate Director, Office of Cancer Complementary and Alternative Medicine, 

National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health 

 

Evidence supports the assertion that the use of complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) by cancer 

patients has increased over the past several years. Recent studies have reported that approximately 45% of 

patients with a prior diagnosis of cancer utilized at least one CAM approach in the preceding 12 months. With 

these changes have come increased opportunities to perform research on CAM. However, despite this growth of 

interest and use there remains a significant deficit in the dialog between patients and their health care providers 

about CAM use. Surveys often show that the majority of cancer patients who utilize CAM approaches do not 

discuss that use with their physician. This can be of critical importance with the use of dietary supplements, 

some of which may have adverse interactions with conventional cancer therapies. A specific example of this is 

alpha-tocopherol, a form of vitamin E. At least two randomized controlled trials have demonstrated that patients 

who took 400 IU of alpha-tocopherol daily while receiving radiation therapy for head and neck cancer became 

subject to a higher risk of recurrence of the tumor, an increased incidence of new primary tumors and poorer 

mean overall survival. 

 

Since the FDA does not perform routine testing of the content of dietary supplements, frequent examples exist 

of supplements being adulterated with medications. PC-Spes is an example of an herbal supplement that was 

sold in the United States and internationally until some lots were tested and found to contain warfarin, estradiol, 

diethylstilbestrol, and indomethacin. Cases have been reported of men with prostate cancer who took PC-Spes 

and developed excessive bleeding, abnormally increased blood clotting or gynecomastia (breast enlargement). 

Despite these examples of real and potential hazard, recent research has also demonstrated encouraging results 

for some herbal therapies for the management of cancer patients. Among these are trials showing benefit for 

adding ginger to the antiemetic regimen given to patients on chemotherapy. Ginseng extract has also been found 

                                                 
12

 https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/Dietary_Supplement_Research_Centers.aspx#UIC (accessed 7/18/2017) 
13

 https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/results/areas/botanical/index.html (accessed 7/18/2017) 

https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/Dietary_Supplement_Research_Centers.aspx#UIC
https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/results/areas/botanical/index.html
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to decrease the development of fatigue in patients undergoing chemotherapy. Other similar research is ongoing 

as well as both preclinical and clinical studies of the use of various natural products and even complete herbal 

extracts as anticancer agents. 

 

The NCI provides useful information summaries about CAM at https://www.cancer.gov/about-

cancer/treatment/cam. 

 

 - // -  

 

Summary of my Experience at NCAC-SOT 2017 Spring Symposium 

By Dr. Bernadette Ezeabikwa (Rev. Sister) 

 

I am very much honored to be called upon to share my experience as both a presenter and an awardee at the 

NCAC-SOT 2017 Spring Symposium. It was a very interesting and rewarding experience and I was and still am 

very glad I was physically, mentally and spiritually present to witness it. Thank you to Dr. Costin for availing 

me with this wonderful opportunity to share this experience with the Chapter’s membership.  

 

Being the first time I attended NCAC/SOT symposium, I was very skeptical of the benefit to be reaped from 

such short-duration programs, and considering the distance from the Eastern shore of Maryland to Bethesda, 

and at the same time the season, (the busiest part of spring semester), I almost gave up attending the symposium 

in person. But all these odds were conquered by my determination to present my research work as a poster and 

to gain some knowledge on the captivating theme of the symposium, ‘Safety Assessment of Over-the-Counter 

Botanicals and Nutraceuticals: Update and Challenges’. 

 

Generally, the symposium was very educative. Each speaker had in-depth knowledge of his/her topic with the 

ability to impact it to others. The regulation, risks and benefits of the use of over the counter drugs, botanicals 

and nutraceuticals were succinctly discussed. I left the symposium hall with enough knowledge to make critical 

judgments and decision on the limits I should go on the use of these products. The round-table discussions also 

made a good impact on me. 

 

I found the mentoring luncheon and poster sessions most rewarding, useful and interesting. I learnt much from 

other poster presenters. My poster was well-visited by the participants. I spent most time of the poster session 

attending to my poster visitors, explaining my research and gaining useful suggestions that improved my 

research work. I was very much excited and grateful when I was notified that I won a second position in poster 

competition. I saw it as a reward embedded in any hard work and determination to excel in any work of life. 

 

My research work on ‘Low grade and high grade bladder cancer cells differentially express Lewis x glycan 

epitopes’ is not an easy one but the new discoveries we have made and the awards it had attracted had paid off 

the difficulties. We have been able to identify many novel molecular changes in transformed bladder cells, 

especially carbohydrates and their related proteins with the potential to be used for clinical identification of 

bladder cancer cells in voided urine in the future. 

 

The mentoring luncheon also provided avenue to interact with probable employers and suggestions for career 

development and professional advancement were given to us, the younger generations of Toxicology, by our 

‘Elders’ in the field. I found it very useful especially as the then PhD candidate in Toxicology. There was also 

an ample time to chat and interact with members of the NCAC-SOT and initiate networking. 

 

I thank the president of the NCAC-SOT, Dr. Tracy Chen and her cabinet for the well-organized symposium and 

for giving me the exposure I got from the NCAC-SOT 2017 Spring Symposium. 

 

https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/treatment/cam
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/treatment/cam
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My experience during the 2017 NCAC-SOT SPRING SYMPOSIUM 

By Teresa Palacios-Hernandez, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Devices and Radiological Health, US 

Food and Drug Administration (CDRH-FDA) 
 

First of all, I would like to congratulate the National Capital Area Chapter from the Society of Toxicology 

(NCAC-SOT) for their effort in preparing the 2017 NCAC-SOT Spring Symposium “Safety Assessment of 

Over-The-Counter - Botanicals and Nutraceuticals: Update and Challenges”. The full event was very well 

organized, and allowed the members from our chapter in the Washington DC area to have very constructive 

interactions.  

 

The topics presented by the speakers were very interesting since it is crucial to generate more information 

regarding the regulation of botanicals and nutraceuticals. These kinds of products have been produced and 

consumed by the entire world for millienia. Presently, the generation of new drugs and dietary supplements 

based on natural products, the identification of active ingredients coming from botanicals employed in drugs 

and food, and the risk assessment on their use as part of our daily lives are topics that are urgent to address. I 

consider that the contributions from our speakers provided additional guidance to support the regulation of these 

products, ensuring the safety of consumers who use them. It was an outstanding initiative from the NCAC-SOT 

to lead this activity and to address the talks and discussions. 

 

I had the opportunity to attend the mentoring luncheon performed during the event, and it was very nice to 

interact with peers from government, academia and industry sectors. I received helpful and useful advice related 

to career development from some colleagues in the U.S. Pharmacopeia and the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). The experiences that our mentors shared with us were very valuable.  

 

After the conclusion of the mentoring luncheon, the poster session presented an opportunity for trainees to 

present their research. It was a very enriching experience for me to participate on this session. I presented the 

project I have developed during the last year in the nanotoxicology research group at CDRH-FDA, and 

coordinated by Dr. Peter Goering. The project is focused on the in vitro toxicological response of human 

coronary artery endothelial cells (HCAEC) to ultrasmall superparamagnetic iron oxide nanoparticles (USPION), 

which can be employed as drugs or medical devices. I presented the results obtained from a battery of assays to 

determine the cell viability (MTT, Alamar Blue and real-time cell electronic sensing assays) of HCAEC 

exposed to USPION at different concentrations, as well as the cell-nanoparticle interaction by light (phase 

contrast and confocal) and transmission electron microscopy techniques. Also, we started exploring the reactive 

oxygen species production as a potential toxicity mechanism caused by USPION employing the DCFDA dye. 

We were able to confirm a dose-dependent response in the cells exposed to the USPION, and their 

accumulation into vesicles localized in the cytoplasm. However, we were not able to confirm the ROS 

generation by the method employed. This project was developed in collaboration with members of our center 

and the Nanotechnology Characterization Laboratory in Frederick, MD. During this session I received many 

suggestions from colleagues in the chapter that will be considered as part of the future directions of our research 

that will focus on the evaluation of additional toxicity mechanisms of USPION. The poster session also 

provided an important opportunity to interact with postdocs and students inside and outside the U.S. who are 

undertaking their own research projects. I hope to remain in touch with them to explore future collaborations in 

nanotoxicology. 

 

Finally, it has been an honor for me to be considered by NCAC-SOT to receive the second place poster award 

in the Symposium. I am glad to know that our research is contributing on the development of nanotoxicology in 

the U.S., and our commitment is to continue generating results to offer supporting information related to the 

safety of nanomaterials. 
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My NCAC-SOT Spring Symposium experience 

By Olusegun I. Ogunsuyi BSc, MSc  

 

While staying behind after the 2017 Society of Toxicology (SOT) Annual Meeting held at Baltimore, I was 

opportune to attend the 2017 spring symposium of the National Capital Area Chapter (NCAC) of SOT held at 

the National Institute of Health (NIH), Bethesda, Maryland. Attending the NCAC Spring symposium was a 

scintillating and memorable experience. The safety issues surrounding the use of botanicals and nutraceuticals 

which were discussed are current issues that need proper attention and more especially in the developing 

countries where botanicals are being used traditionally and indiscriminately, with a notion that it is absolutely 

safe without proper toxicological assessment. Of special interest to me was the session on “Toxicological 

studies and previous Human experience to support Botanical drug development” and the exposition on the 

activities of the United States Pharmacopeia. All the sessions were quite insightful and educative. 

 

The mentoring session was also a very fantastic idea which brought together scientists from academia and 

industry. Interestingly and coincidentally I met with an author whose papers I read some years back on 

micronucleus assay protocols (Dr. Gopala Krishna) at the industry mentoring desk. The mentors at the industry 

desk were quite accommodating and willing to share their wealth of experience on how to succeed in the 

toxicology career and secure postdoctoral positions. It was also a nice time discussing and sharing ideas with 

fellow graduate students. I hope to collaborate and conduct research in an institute/laboratory within the NCAC 

chapter in the nearest future. 

 

Olusegun I. Ogunsuyi holds a Master of Science degree in Cell Biology and Genetics from the University of 

Ibadan where he is currently rounding up his doctoral study on the evaluation of DNA damage and systemic 

toxicity of silver and copper oxide nanoparticles in aquatic and terrestrial models. He looks forward to 

accomplishing great feats in the area of toxicology and drug development.  
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MEMBERS ACCOMPLISHMENTS CORNER (March 2017 through September 2017) 

 
At NCAC-SOT we like to acknowledge the accomplishments of our members. The Newsletter Editor will 

send an email to the members asking to share their publications, presentations and other accomplishments from 

the last number of the newsletter to date to be included in the next number. We are happy to spread the word of 

your successes, so please take advantage of this opportunity to share them with your colleagues. 

 

 Publications and Presentations 
 

Presented in alphabetical order based on the author who is member of the NCAC-SOT (underlined) 

 

Books and Manuals 

 

Fowler B.A. Electronic Waste: Toxicology and Public Health Issues. Elsevier Publishers. Amsterdam. (2017). 

84pp.  

Gadhia S., Shrimp J.H., Meier J.L., McGee J.E., Dahlin J.L. Histone Acetyltransferase Assays in Drug & 

Chemical Probe Discovery (Sittampalam G.S., Coussens N.P., Birmacombe K., et al. editors), Assay 

Guidance Manual, Eli Lilly & Company and the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 

(NCATS), 2004 - present. 

 

Manuscripts 

 

Becker R.A., Dellarco V., Seed J., Kronenberg J.M., Meek B., Foreman J., Palermo C., Kirman C., Linkov I., 

Schoeny R., Dourson M., Pottenger L.H., Manibusan M.K. Quantitative weight of evidence to assess 

confidence in potential modes of action. Regul. Toxicol. Pharmacol. 2017; 86: 205-220. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28232103 (open access). 

Dizdaroglu M., Coskun E., Jaruga P. Repair of oxidatively induced DNA damage by DNA glycosylases: 

Mechanisms of action, substrate specificities and excision kinetics. Mutat. Res. 2017; 771: 99-127.  

Oncul S., Karabiyik L., Coskun E., Kadioglu E., Gulbahar O. Comparisons of the effects of the sevoflurane and 

propofol on acute ischemia reperfusion and DNA damages in rabbits. Braz. J. Anesthesiol. 2017; 67(1): 35-

41. 

Jaruga P., Coskun E., Kimbrough K., Jacob A., Johnson W.E., Dizdaroglu M. Biomarkers of oxidatively 

induced DNA damage in dreissenid mussels: A genotoxicity assessment tool for the Laurentian Great 

Lakes. Environ. Toxicol. 2017 Jun 1. [Epub ahead of print] 

Singh N., Nelson B.C., Scanlan L.D., Coskun E., Jaruga P., Doak S.H. Exposure to Engineered Nanomaterials: 

Impact on DNA Repair Pathways. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2017 Jul 13;18(7). 

Costin G.E. Advances in science: next generation of lab tools, models and testing platforms used in predictive 

toxicology. Molecular Life 2017; 1(1), 22-28, doi: 10.26600/MolLife.1.1.3.2017. Available at: 

http://molecular-life.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Advances-science-next-generation-lab-tools-models-

testing-platforms-used-predictive-toxicology.pdf. 

Costin G.E., Pidathala A.S. Navigating the claim substantiation maze in cosmetic industry. The perspective of 

the contract laboratory specialized in animal-free testing. Eurocosmetics. 2017; 6: 26-33. 

Skoog S.A., Kumar G., Narayan R.J., Goering P.L. Biological responses to immobilized microscale and 

nanoscale surface topographies. Pharmacol. Ther. 2017 Jul 15. pii: S0163-7258(17)30189-4. doi: 

10.1016/j.pharmthera.2017.07.009. [Epub ahead of print]. 

Hoffmann S., de Vries R.B.M., Stephens M.L., Beck N.B., Dirven H.A.A.M., Fowle J.R. 3
rd

, Goodman J.E., 

Hartung T., Kimber I., Lalu M.M., Thayer K., Whaley P., Wikoff D., Tsaioun K. A primer on systematic 

reviews in toxicology. Arch. Toxicol. 2017; 91: 2551-2575. 

 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28232103
https://doi.org/10.26600/MolLife.1.1.3.2017
http://molecular-life.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Advances-science-next-generation-lab-tools-models-testing-platforms-used-predictive-toxicology.pdf
http://molecular-life.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Advances-science-next-generation-lab-tools-models-testing-platforms-used-predictive-toxicology.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=de%20Vries%20RBM%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Stephens%20ML%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Beck%20NB%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Dirven%20HAAM%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Fowle%20JR%203rd%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Goodman%20JE%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Hartung%20T%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Kimber%20I%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Lalu%20MM%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Thayer%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Whaley%20P%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wikoff%20D%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Tsaioun%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28501917


 

30 

Lectures 

 

Amable L. “Imaging cisplatin-induced ototoxicity using LA-ICP-MS.” 2017 North American Workshop on 

Laser Ablation (NAWLA), Austin, Texas. May 26, 2017. 

Amable L. Select Science Webinar. “Improving drug therapies a single cell at a time using Single Cell ICP-

MS.” June 12, 2017. Available at: http://view6.workcast.net/register?cpak=1563520128304926&referrer=SelectScience-

article-QandA.  

Curren R., Hill E., Sheehan D, Costin G.-E. Industry and regulatory collaboration to help modernize the US 

EPA 6 pack: revised prediction model of the Skin Irritation Test (SIT, OECD TG 439) to predict EPA 

hazard categories. 10
th

 World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, Seattle, WA, 

USA, August 20-24, 2017. 

Rao D. “Building your niche as an early career pathologist”. Invited speaker at a career development and 

outreach committee workshop titled “Transition Points in a Pathologist’s Career”. 36
th

 Annual Symposium 

of the Society of Toxicologic Pathology, Montreal, Canada, June 25, 2017. 

 

Posters 

 

Green N., Costin G.-E., Miller A., Leary S., Lewis K. “Introducing the 3R concepts into pre-college education”, 

10
th

 World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, Seattle, WA, USA, August 20-

24, 2017. 

Pfuhler S., Aardema M., Roy S., Kulkarnis R., Mun G., Wilt N., Costin G.-E., Curren R., Barnett B., Hoffmann 

S, Desprez B. “Validation of the 3D human reconstructed skin micronucleus assay (RSMN) using the 

Epiderm™ tissue”, 10
th

 World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, Seattle, WA, 

USA, August 20-24, 2017. 

Hill E., Costin G.-E. “Non-animal testing approach to address biocompatibility testing of medical devices 

required by the United States Food and Drug Administration (US FDA)”, 10
th

 World Congress on 

Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, Seattle, WA, USA, August 20-24, 2017.  

Irwin W. “Mitochondrial roles in tumorigenesis”, Society of Toxicology Meeting, March 2017, Baltimore, MD, 

USA. 

Irwin W. “Mitochondrial involvement in carcinogenesis”, Mitochondrial Medicine Meeting, June 2017, 

Alexandria, VA, USA. 

 

Webinars 

 

Costin G.E., Randhawa M. Skin tone modulation: in vitro pre-clinical and clinical efficacy testing strategies and 

innovative solutions in cosmetics. 29 June 2017. Available at: http://iivs.org/2017/06/30/view-our-webinar-

on-skin-tone-modulation/. 

 

Awards 

 

The Japanese Society for Alternatives to Animal Experiments presented the Poster Award for Scientific 

Research to the poster entitled “Introducing the 3R concepts into pre-college education” authored by Green 

N., Costin G.-E., Miller A., Leary S., Lewis K. and presented at the 10
th

 World Congress on Alternatives 

and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, Seattle, WA, USA, August 20-24, 2017. 

 

http://view6.workcast.net/register?cpak=1563520128304926&referrer=SelectScience-article-QandA
http://view6.workcast.net/register?cpak=1563520128304926&referrer=SelectScience-article-QandA
http://iivs.org/2017/06/30/view-our-webinar-on-skin-tone-modulation/
http://iivs.org/2017/06/30/view-our-webinar-on-skin-tone-modulation/

