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As we all finalize our travel plans for SOT and the 50th Anniversary Celebration 
we want to welcome you to the Risk Assessment Specialty Section Reception 
and Activities. Hope to see you soon!!  Our reception will start at 6 pm on 
Monday March 7th with the following schedule of events: 

 
6 to 6:15pm -- Networking (continues through program) (See notes below about 
Meet and Greet)  
6:15 to 6:35pm -- Awards and updates 
6:35 to 7:30pm-- Panel discussion   Elaine M. Faustman, Ph.D., DABT 

 Panel Discussion:  A Journey from the Red to Silver Book:  
Are we there yet? 

to 

 
Our panel discussion will look at 
where we have been and where we are 
going in Risk Assessment.  Think 
back to the early 80’s and the impact 
that the National Research Council’s 
“Red Book” entitled “Risk 
Assessment in the Federal 
Government:  Managing the Process” 
had on defining and shaping risk 
assessment for the next two decades.  
Its impact was great with significant 
impacts on international 
harmonization efforts in Risk 
Assessment.  Over the years there 
have been many significant reports 
including “Science and Judgment”, 
“Improving Risk Communication”, 
“Scientific Frontiers in Developmental 
Toxicology and Risk Assessment”, 
“Toxicology in the 21st Century” to 
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name only a few.   Risk assessors in 
the Society of Toxicology have played 
an important role in each of these 
reports.  Most recently the NRC report 
“Science and Decisions” referred to as 
the “Silver Book” has challenged us to 
think more about integration and 
population level impacts.   We have 
invited three prominent colleagues 
(Drs. Joe Rodericks, Elizabeth 
Anderson, and Tom Burke) to present 
their experiences as authors and users 
of the red and silver books and we 
have asked them to address the 
following questions: 
 
What were/are the impacts from the 
Red Book? 

What do we need to do to facilitate our 
movement to get toward silver? 

What lessons learned do we need to 
remember on this path? 

 
Please join me in what will be a very 
interesting and I am sure lively 
discussion!   
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Meet and Greet!  A special activity for mentoring our Students 

and Fellows 

This year we are trying out a new
event during the RASS reception.  In
order to facilitate networking with
and between our student and fellow
members and our risk assessment
specialty section members we have
designed a Meet and Greet event.
We have set aside two tables at our
reception event where students and
fellows can go to meet our members.
We are encouraging our members to
go to these tables and network and

Time Capsule 

As part of the SOT 50th Anniversary 
Celebration RASS has prepared a 
time capsule and what better items to 
put in this capsule than to highlight 
work that our own scientists have 
been active in shaping and informing. 
As the photo above shows we have 
included a copy of the NRC “Red 
Book”, a memory key and a photo 
album. 
 
 
1. Risk Assessment in the Federal 
Government: Managing the Process: 
National Academy Press, 
Washington DC. 1983 
The NAS "Red Book" published in 
1983, approximately 28 years ago 
defined risk assessment procedures 
for the U.S. and ultimately informed 
international efforts to harmonize 
risk terminology and methodology.  
We included this book in this time 
capsule as we felt it represented one 
of the significant "beginnings" for 
our discipline.   
 
2. Photo Album:  

meet our student and fellow 
members. Please bring your calling
card to exchange for a drink ticket as 
an incentive to make these new 
contacts.  We hope this will become 
a regular part of our reception and 
provide clear evidence of our 
commitment to our specialty section 
future.   

This album provides a current face of 
our specialty section and our 
members.  
 
3. USB Flash drive containing RASS 
Best Papers and Election photos and 
Risk Assessment Specialty Pin:  
The memory key with RASS "Best 
Paper Award" winning papers 
represents the significant body of 
Risk Assessment literature in 2011 
and the years since this award has 
been given by the specialty section.  
We felt this best represented the 
excellence and state of the science of 
our members and our risk 
community. 
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Risk assessment is a dynamic process 
by which scientists evaluate the 
potential for adverse health or 
environmental effects from exposure 
to naturally occurring or synthetic 
agents. The Risk Assessment 
Specialty Section (RASS) is one of 
the largest and most diverse 
Specialty Sections (SS) at SOT. Our 
goal is to provide a forum for 
students, postdoctoral fellows and 
professionals interested in the theory 
and practice of risk assessment. Our 
membership consists of equal 
representation from academia, 
government, industry, and the 
consulting world. Our annual 
meeting has proved to be a rewarding 
place for student, postdoctoral 
fellows and professional members to 
network over food, drinks and 
entertainment which highlights a 
great debate involving emerging 
issues in toxicology and risk 
assessment. There is truly something 
here for everyone. Cash and plaques 
are given to winners for the RASS 
Perry J. Gehring Best Graduate 
Student Abstract Award and the 
Perry J. Gehring Best Postdoc Fellow 
Abstract Award, several Best Publish 

Students and Fellows in Risk?  What is the Question?

We are very pleased to invite our 
student and fellow members to the 
RASS reception and would like to 
provide some net-working activity. 
When you come to the RASS 
reception, please come first to the 
"Meet and Greet" tables set inside. 
We will encourage our members to 
come over and introduce 
themselves especially if they are 
interested in sharing their  

experiences, potential mentorships 
and future employment.  Thank you 
for considering our Specialty 
Section, we may be involved in 
assessing risks but we also know a 
"for sure thing". Come to Network! 
 
 

Paper Awards, the Robert J Rubin 
Student Travel Award and the newly 
established John Doull Award. We 
are very proud of our last year’s 
winners. Great Job!!!!  We also give 
a SOT plaque to the Best Overall 
Risk Assessment Abstract and we 
honor the Top 10 Risk Assessment 
Abstracts submitted to SOT. To 
further learn about our Specialty 
Section, becoming a member and 
the numerous opportunities for 
students and postdoctoral fellows; 
feel free to visit our Web site: 
http://www.toxicology.org/ISOT/SS
/RiskAssess/.  Email any specific 
questions, comments and how we 
can improve our continually 
growing SS to meet your interests 
and needs szabo@email.unc.edu. 
We look forward to seeing you in 
Washington DC!!! Student 
Representative Name: David T 
Szabo 
Chapter/Section/Group: Risk 
Assessment Specialty Section 
Institution: University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 
Post-doctoral fellow representative:  
Anne Luccisano 
Institution:  Hamner Institute 
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A key activity of our annual meeting is 
thinking about what next year’s meeting 
will bring.  For those of you who have 
seen Hollywood’s version of 2012 know 
that exciting events are in store.  Our 
SOT meeting will be in San Francisco 
and so we are already thinking of what 
symposia, workshops, CE courses, etc 
we would like to see.  We invite you to 
submit your ideas to the current officers 
and we will be very pleased to work 
with you and brainstorm on how to get 
your proposals accepted by program 
committee. We will be working in 
March and early April on finishing these 
ideas. The earlier the better so start 
thinking now and take action to generate 
an exciting idea for next year! 

 

 

Planning for 2012—New Ideas 

wanted! 
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The objectives of the Risk Assessment Specialty Section 
of SOT are to: 

 Promote the credible application of 
toxicological principles into the risk assessment 
process. 

 Serve as the focal point for interaction of 
members of the Society of Toxicology 
interested in risk assessment. 

 Conduct programs and educational activities 
which emphasize the latest developments and 
issues in risk assessment. 

 Relate those developments to the activities of 
the Society of Toxicology and to stimulate 
progress in risk assessment as it relates to the 
science of toxicology. 

 Act as a resource to the Society in risk 
assessment and related areas. 

Current Officers 


