
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Greetings!  If you are reading this, there 

is a high likelihood that you are a 

member of the second-largest Specialty 

Section in the SOT.  RASS continues to 

move forward, exemplifying the 

importance of our area to Toxicology 

since the RASS was established in 

1988.  With your contributions and 

encouragement, your Executive 

Committee remains dedicated and hard 

working.  RASS remains as vibrant and 

energetic as ever.  I will note that the 

advancing of the years brings with it a 

welcomed broadening of perspective, 

and an increased awareness of the 

influence of factors that in the past may 

have seemed “external.”  Risk 

assessment is front and center on issues 

regarding human health, the 

environment and economics.  Our 

specialty section membership mirrors 

that broad societal perspective in that it 

includes scientists from industry, 

academia, government and NGOs; it 

includes novices and sages.  The 

common thread is that we are each 

engaged in identifying, evaluating 

deciphering and summarizing diverse 

data sets to determine the likelihood of 

the occurrence of an adverse effect at a 

given exposure.  Indeed, many RASS 

members have given thought and 

energy to characterizing effects and to 
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  determining (or arguing) whether 

they represent adverse changes.  

Demands on our work to protect 

human health and the environment 

never end.  

 

In recent years, toxicologists, 

molecular biologists and biochemists 

have begun to characterize changes 

in biological systems, both in vivo 

and in vitro, earlier in the time 

course, at lower doses/ concen-

trations than in traditional bioassays 

that were more focused on obvious 

changes in physiology. This is an 
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President’s Message, cont. from page 2 
 

exciting area, and several publications in this area have been recognized as “best in class.”  

These advances in technology and sensitivity present some interesting challenges to the status 

quo.  The bandwagon for using these advances to enhance risk assessment may find an 

acceleration of progress when additional, constructive and detailed dialogue can occur between 

toxicologists and risk assessors.  This area offers promise and deserves your careful attention – 

and your own contributions, both in dialogue and practice.   

 

Your RASS leadership is active, and we envision some changes to the status quo in the coming 

months.  A recent review of our student and postdoctoral membership records has led to an 

increased attention on efforts aimed at recognizing and promoting student and post doctoral 

involvement in RASS.  Through the leadership of Jose Torres and Roxana Weil, we are 

increasing efforts to reach out to the GSLC and PDA, respectively.  These young people are 

developing exciting ideas about the potential for a RASS-based mentoring program for those 

students and post-docs interested in pursuing a career in risk assessment.  Our goal is to increase 

our student and post doctoral membership for 2013, and I believe that we can do that.  Because 

of the similarity in the goals and scientific areas with the Regulatory and Safety Evaluation 

Specialty Section, RASS leadership has initiated a dialogue with RSESS that will result in some 

joint activities in the coming year.  One of these activities involves our mixer at the Annual 

Meeting.  Another activity may involve the development of an issue paper regarding endocrine 

disruption, the adequacy of toxicity testing and low dose extrapolation.  If you have an idea that 

may increase RASS visibility and impact, please share it with a member of the Executive 

Committee, and plan to volunteer for a role.   

 

Another area of importance is the development of proposals for sessions at the SOT Annual 

meeting.  The Society is paying strict attention to the number and quality of submissions and has 

begun to specifically encourage greater specialty section involvement in proposal development.  

Please consider developing a session proposal, and consider working with another specialty 

section.  A more full treatment of this issue is presented in the article on p. 8 of this newsletter.   

We expect that RASS leadership will develop and submit several session proposals, and so if you 

have ideas that you would like to see advanced, please let us know.   

 

I appreciate the confidence that you have placed in me and in your Executive Committee.  We 

look forward to bringing you another exciting, fulfilling and productive year of RASS activities 

by completing some of the initiatives we’ve started.  We appreciate your participation.  Please 

don’t hesitate to give any of us a call or to send us an email with feedback or suggestions; the 

Officers are listed on the RASS webpage, and our contact information is available through 

ToXchange.  We hope to see you in San Antonio! 

 

2012 Annual Meeting Reception Highlights 
 

The RASS Annual business meeting, Awards presentation and mixer was held on Tuesday, 

March 13 at 6:00 pm during the SOT Annual meeting in San Francisco.  The RASS Executive 

Council presented financial information that indicated that RASS remains solvent and 

demonstrated excellent financial management.  Our bottom line has approximately doubled since 

2009, and current RASS total assets are $24,883 (as of August, 2012).  Dr. Gentry, RASS 

President, presented awards and recognized authors of Best Abstracts, Gehring and Doull travel 



award winners and best Risk Assessment Papers.  There was a short scientific program that 

focused on challenges faced by EPA / NCEA’s IRIS program, with representatives presenting 

views from EPA, industry and the NAS Formaldehyde Panel.  As a result of recent polling of the 

RASS membership, the RASS Executive Committee decided to have the short program and 

leave dedicated time for informal mixing, mingling and networking.  Jose Torres of Texas 

Southern university was selected as RASS’ Student Representative and David Szabo 

(EPA/ORD/NCEA) was selected as RASS’ post doctoral Representative (note:  Dr. Roxana Weil 

of the University of Florida recently replaced Dr. Szabo as the post doctoral representative as he 

transitioned to a position of greater responsibility within the Post Doctoral Assembly).   

 

RASS is hard at work now to make this coming year’s Mixer another success and we are 

planning a collaborative effort with the Regulatory and Safety Evaluation Specialty Section.  We 

look forward to seeing you in San Antonio on Tuesday evening, 6:00 until 7:30 in the Texas 

ballroom, Salons D and E in the Grand Hyatt Hotel (please see final SOT program for details).  

 

 

Consider Organizing a Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology Meeting 

Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT) Meetings expand the opportunities and forums for 

members to engage in the exchange of ideas and information relevant to toxicology.  

CCT Meetings are one- to two-day focused, open registration, scientific meetings in 

contemporary and rapidly progressing areas of toxicological sciences. CCT Meetings also can be 

held as webinars. 

If you think that your research area could be enhanced through open dialogue in a scientific 

forum or that public health and safety could be improved by disseminating your research 

findings more broadly, please consider organizing an SOT CCT Meeting. The CCT Conference 

Committee and the SOT Headquarters staff are prepared to help move your meeting forward. 

The Society will underwrite all the liabilities of the CCT Meeting and provide up to the $25,000 

in seed money, with the expectation that the meeting at least break even financially and that the 

seed money be repaid if a profit is made. Any profits from the meeting would be shared between 

SOT and the specialty section. For more information about CCT Meeting, please visit the SOT 

website. 

In order to sustain the quality standards of the Society, only meetings in which SOT maintains 

scientific and administrative control will be considered. Meetings developed and administered by 

other organizations may be eligible for endorsement by the Society of Toxicology. 

  

  

http://www.toxicology.org/cct
http://www.toxicology.org/cct


 

Awards Announced at the 2012 Annual Meeting 
 

Best Published Paper Demonstrating an Application of Risk Assessment 

 

Belkebir E, Rousselle C, Duboudin C, Bodin L, Bonvallot N. 2011.  Haber's rule duration 

adjustments should not be used systematically for risk assessment in public health decision-

making.  Toxicol Lett. 204(2-3):148-55. 

 

Best Published Paper Advancing the Science of Risk Assessment 

 

 

Thomas RS, Clewell HJ 3rd, Allen BC, Wesselkamper SC, Wang NC, Lambert JC, Hess-Wilson 

JK, Zhao QJ, Andersen ME.   2011.  Application of transcriptional benchmark dose values in 

quantitative cancer and  noncancer risk assessment.  Toxicol Sci. 120(1):194-205. 

 

SOT 2012 RASS Award Winners 

 
Award Award 

Recipient 

Abstract Title Authors Affiliation (First 

author) 

Best Overall 

Abstract 

Harish 

Shankaran 

Pharmacokinetics-enabled 

reverse dosimetry improves the 

accuracy of bisphenol a (BPA) 

exposure assessment 

Shankaran, Harish, 

Teeguarden, Justin 

G. 

Computational 

Biology and 

Bioinformatics, 

Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratory, 

Richland, WA, United 

States. 

Perry J. Gehring 

Best 

Postdoctoral 

Fellow 

Michelle 

DeSimone 

A systems genetics approach to 

investigating cancer 

susceptibility due to low-dose 

coexposures to environmental 

carcinogens 

DeSimone, 

Michelle C., 

Cullen, John, 

Patisaul, Heather 

B., Threadgill, 

David W. 

Genetics, North 

Carolina State 

University, Raleigh, 

NC, United States. 

Perry J. Gehring 

Best Graduate 

Student 

Nick Heger Human Fetal Testis Xenografts 

Are Not Sensitive To Phthalate-

Induced Endocrine Disruption 

Heger, Nicholas, 

Hall, Susan J., 

Sandrof, Moses A., 

McDonnell, 

Elizabeth V., 

McDowell, Erin 

N., Martin, Kayla 

A., Hensley, Janan 

B., Gaido, Kevin 

W., Johnson, 

Kamin J., 

Boekelheide, Kim 

Pathology and 

Laboratory Medicine, 

Brown University, 

Providence, RI, 

United States 

John Doull 

Award 

Alice Crane Effect of CYP2B6 Variants on 

Chlorpyrifos Metabolism: 

Implications for Human Risk 

Crane, Alice L., 

Klein, Kathrin, 

Zanger, Ulrich M., 

Olson, James R. 

University at Buffalo 

(SUNY), Buffalo, NY, 

United States 

Robert J. Rubin 

Student  

Travel Award 

Kelly Harris Benzo(a)pyrene modulates 

fluoranthene cytotoxicity and 

metabolism in HT-29 colon 

cells 

Harris, Kelly L., 

Myers, Jeremy N., 

Ramesh, 

Aramandla 

Biochemistry & 

Cancer Biology, 

Meharry Medical 

College, Nashville, 

TN, United States 

 



 

 

SOT Membership Sponsor Requests 
 

The Society of Toxicology is still growing, with a current membership of over 7,000.  As you 

know, the SOT has component groups based on areas of interest (the Specialty Sections) and 

geography (the Regional Chapters).  Each category is important in maintaining community 

among like-minded toxicologists, and each plays a vital role in maintaining connectivity to the 

SOT at the grass roots level.  Often new members join as students or post doctoral scientists 

(often of SOT members) and then progress through the membership ranks.  Entry into the SOT 

early in the career naturally fosters interactions through which these young scientists meet and 

build bridges with others in the Society.  When these members begin to advance their 

membership status to Associate and Full membership, they already know SOT members who are 

willing to write letter of sponsorship for them.  And, just as importantly, those sponsors are able 

to vouch for the scientific integrity of and the ability of the applicant to contribute to SOT.  

However, in other cases, mature scientists outside our immediate scientific discipline and social 

networks may become interested in joining SOT.  Unfortunately, there are cases where these 

interested scientists don’t know a member (or know that they know a member) well enough to 

ask for a letter of sponsorship.  Past practice with the SOT is to send their application materials 

to members or groups who may know them, or may be willing to undertake extra efforts to come 

to know these applicants in order to write a sponsorship letter.  Sponsorship should not be taken 

lightly, as the Society has criteria for membership and a strict code of ethics.   

 

Sponsorship letters must provide information to satisfy the following criteria: 

 

 Substantive knowledge of the applicant  

 The applicant’s potential to contribute to the Society as a member 

 The applicant’s personal integrity and ability to conform to the high ethical standards of 

scientific conduct. 

SOT specifically states, “Please provide a short letter of sponsorship in support of the candidate 

with a statement regarding the candidate's personal integrity and conformance to high ethical 

standards of conduct as a scientist (required).” 

 

Those wishing to write a sponsorship letter should be knowledgeable enough about an applicant 

to write a full and honest letter of sponsorship.  In these letters, the Sponsor is in effect vouching 

for the scientific integrity and competence of the applicant.   The SOT is looking into ways to 

improve this process of finding sponsors for applicants that do not have professional 

relationships with current SOT members who could serve as sponsors.  In the meantime, please 

review these requests on a case by case basis.  You may find enough interest in the applicant’s 

materials to warrant additional, professional contact that may bring you to a level of comfort 

sufficient to write a letter of sponsorship.   

 

  



 

Note to RASS Members Holding Student or Post Doctoral 

Membership Status 
 

The Society performs a periodic review of membership records and is always pleased to see 

growth in the Society and in Specialty Sections.  The RASS is the SOT’s second largest 

Specialty Section, with a membership of over 700.  We have active student and post doctoral 

representation in the form of two very talented and energetic young scientists: Jose Torres 

(GSLC) and Dr. Roxana Weil (PDA).  Under their leadership, the RASS will be working to 

enhance efforts to maintain and recruit an increased number of student and post doctoral 

members.  Please give them your help when they ask for your time. 

 

During the recent review, we noted a number of members of relatively long standing who are 

still listed as either student or post doctoral members of the Society.  An inquiry to headquarters 

revealed that the SOT periodically reminds these members that if their employment or career 

status has changed, their SOT membership status should also change.  SOT prides itself on a 

staged series of membership categories, and closely follows the progression of members and the 

number of members from one membership class to another.   Recently, Council discussed the 

value of added measures to help members progress through the membership categories.  As such, 

you can anticipate more attention to membership status.  If you have held a student or 

postdoctoral membership in the SOT for quite a while, you should compare this to your 

professional and career standing and make Membership revisions as necessary.  Please review 

the membership application requirements for Associate membership in the SOT, which you can 

see at:  http://www.toxicology.org/ms/memberapplogin.aspx.  Or navigate from the SOT 

home page (for scientists and members) by selecting the Join SOT tab.  Note that it is possible to 

move from post doctoral membership or student membership to full member.   

 

Criteria for Associate Membership 
 Demonstrated professional scientific activities in toxicology, but less than the years of experience 

and number of publications specified for full membership.  
 Evidence of continuing professional involvement.  
 Sponsorship by two Full Members of the Society of Toxicology. Members of SOT Council and 

Membership Committee are not excluded from sponsoring potential members. 
Criteria for full membership based on Publications: 

 Relevant toxicology experience:  

o 3 years Post-Doctoral or  
o 6 years Post-Master's or  
o 8 years Post-Bachelor of Science  

 Sponsorship by two Full Members of the Society of Toxicology.  Members of SOT Council and 

Membership Committee are not excluded from sponsoring potential members. 

 Minimum of two peer-reviewed toxicology publications not resulting from doctoral research. 

Criteria for full membership based on Experience: 

 Relevant toxicology experience:  

o 5 years Post-Doctoral or  
o 8 years Post-Master's or  
o 10 years Post-Bachelor of Science  

 Sponsorship by three Full Members of the Society of Toxicology.  Members of SOT Council and 

Membership Committee are not excluded from sponsoring potential members. 

http://www.toxicology.org/ms/memberapplogin.aspx


 

 

Risk Assessment:  Expert Input on Regulatory Decision 

Making 
 

The risk assessment process as it applies to regulatory decisions made by the government has 

become increasingly fractious.  In an attempt to be transparent, stakeholders, including the 

general public, have been invited to participate in the debate.  This has led to controversy and 

dissention, as well as creating an environment wherein the loudest, often most persistent point of 

view disproportionately influences the final decision.  Oftentimes this group not only fails to 

represent the majority opinion but also is misinformed.   

 

To investigate this conundrum and the influence that it has on science-based decisions, Dr. 

Robert Lichter and colleagues from the Center for Media and Public Affairs and the Center for 

Health and Risk Communication at George Mason University have designed a brief survey, with 

input from non-government employees of the RASS Executive Council. The goal of this survey 

is to constructively advance the current debate on the role of risk assessment in government 

regulatory decisions by drawing attention to the perspectives of scientific experts with 

knowledge and/or experience in this area. Public controversy increasingly accompanies decisions 

on the safety of individual chemicals (for example, EPA’s IRIS process), as well as on broader 

health assessment frameworks.  The public debate is growing and includes representatives of 

industry and environmental groups, public officials, individual scientists, etc. The collective 

wisdom of the scientific community (such as RASS) has not been described and will be a 

valuable contribution to help inform all stakeholders on this highly important matter.  In 

addition, the media often focus attention on the loudest or most discordant voices, which may not 

be representative of informed opinion.  

 

Because the survey is intended to bring the collective voice of the expert community into this 

public debate, Dr. Lichter’s team will bring the results to the attention not only of scientists, but 

also journalists, regulators, and policy makers.  Hopefully, this will enable the public to make 

better informed decisions, because they will be aware of the opinions of the broader expert 

community.  They intend to release the findings in public forums (to representatives of the 

media, NGOs, industry, academia, and the public are invited) and as a report recommending 

measures to enhance and improve the regulatory context of the risk assessment process.  The 

report will be distributed to stakeholders, will be made publicly available, and will be published 

in one or more peer-reviewed journals.  In addition, the researchers will present their findings at 

the RASS specialty section meeting at the annual meeting in San Antonio.   

 

In the near future, RASS members will receive a message form SOT headquarters and a link to 

Dr. Lichter’s survey.  RASS Council urges everyone to participate.  The survey takes about 10 

minutes to complete and will be very helpful to improving the risk assessment process. 

 

  



 

Selection Criteria for Meeting Proposals  

What Does RASS Leadership Look For? 
 

Each year, the SOT’s Program Committee relies upon comments from specialty sections and 

other groups in selecting session proposals for presentation at the Annual meeting.  There are 

typically about 70 slots into which sessions can be programmed over the course of the Annual 

meeting.  The Program Committee typically receives more proposals than can be accommodated 

with the time allotted across the Annual meeting. The SOT recently held a conference call with 

those in leadership to provide some guidelines regarding proposal development.  This 1 hour, 19 

minute call (called “SPC Best Practices”) has been archived on the SOT website.  

 

It can also be found by clicking on Proposal Submission and Review—Best Practices from the 

Forms and Apps page of the SOT website (http://www.toxicology.org/ai/fa/formsapps.asp). 

 

 

FAQs about proposal development are also available at: 

https://www.toxicology.org/ai/fa/ProposalReview_FAQs.pdf 

 

Several factors are considered by RASS leadership when developing and submitting comments 

on proposals for Program Committee evaluation. Examples of some of the characteristics 

considered included the following: 

 

1. Significant appeal:  Is the session timely and does it represent a mix of well-informed 

speakers?  Is the topic of broad interest to the SOT membership – or does it have a 

special appeal to RASS membership. 

2. Breadth of coverage:  Does the proposal present time for opposing views (if there are 

any)?  The proposal should not come across as a strict advocacy piece or have a decided 

bias in cases where the topic is contentious?  Does the proposal include speakers from a 

breadth of the target audience – industry, academia, government, NGOs?  Note that the 

general guidelines are that non-members of our Society can be speakers, but SOT 

members should be well represented among the speaker list.  SOT makes the attempt to 

pay travel costs for one non-member per session, but this is only a guideline.  A member 

must be chair; a non-member can be a co-chair. 

3. Completeness of proposal:  Does the proposal have a broadly written abstract?  Are the 

individual talks or their topics mentioned specifically and well-integrated into the 

proposal?  Does the proposal have all speakers identified and confirmed, does it contain 

titles for each talk in the session,  and does it include complete contact information for all 

speakers?  Note: some of the better proposals have included a couple of sentences about 

the individual talks, though this is not a requirement.  Does the proposal adhere to SOT 

guidelines regarding the format for the specific session type? 

4. Improvements:  Has the proposal been sent to RASS far enough ahead of time for RASS 

to develop and send comments back to the proposer; and has the proposal been revised to 

accommodate RASS comments or suggestions. 

https://aim-hqevents.webex.com/aim-hqevents/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=3406677&rKey=1b56012c0c855a24
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/fa/formsapps.asp
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/fa/formsapps.asp


5. Clarity of proposal:  Are there ambiguities in the proposal or talks?  Is all the 

information complete?  Is a single speaker identified for each talk?   

FYI, the sessions approved for presentation at the 2013 Annual Meeting can be found at:   

http://www.toxicology.org/AI/MEET/AM2013/ss.asp 

 

 

 

Upcoming RASS Webinar – December 12
th

 
 

S. Stanley Young 

Assistant Director for Bioninformatics, National Institute of Statistical Sciences 

 

Deming and Statistical Strategies to Make Observational Studies More Reliable 

 
All RASS webinars are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 3:00 pm Eastern.  Dates for 
2013 are Jan 9, Feb 13, March -- N/A see you in San Antonio, April 10, May 8, June 12. 

 

 

RASS Financial Status in 2011-2012 
 

Dues-paying members:  749 

 Student  40 

 Post Doc  24 

 

Financial History:  
Net assets as of July 2006: $12,531  

Net assets as of July 2007 $18,283  

Net assets as of July 2008: $21,621  

Net assets as of July 2009: $19,684  

Net assets as of July 2010: $21,835  

Net assets as of July 2011:  $23,789 

 
2011-2012 (12 months ending June 30, 2012) 
 

Net Assets Beginning of Year:  $23,789 

Expenses:  $16,195 

 Annual meeting + awards  

Income:  $17,290 

 Dues + Registration + Interest 

Excess (Revenue over Expense):  $1095 

Net Assets End of Year:  $24,883 


