Michigan Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology

Annual Report 2009 (July 1, 2008 to August 18, 2009)

I. Introduction

Active membership in August 2009 was 140 persons, a substantial increase from our September 2008 membership total of 121 persons.
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II. Activities

The 2008 Fall meeting was held on Friday, November 14, 2008 at NSF International in Ann Arbor, MI. The meeting was entitled: “Epigenetic Toxicology”.  Featured speakers included Dr. Howard Hu (University of Michigan), “Early life origins of adult chronic disease: Environmental health and toxicology at a crossroads”; Dr. Dana Dolinoy (University of Michigan), “Environmental epigenetics: The new genetics of toxicology”; Dr. Jay Goodman (Michigan State University), “Epigenetics and carcinogenesis: identification of genes involved due to altered DNA methylation”; and Dr. Doug Ruden (Wayne State University), “Genetical toxicogenomics of lead in Drosophila: Combining qtl mapping, microarrays, and toxicogenomics”.  The talks were very well-received and elicited many questions and comments. Following the meeting, a tour of the NSF International laboratory facilities was offered.  The Fall 2008 meeting was made possible due to the generosity of NSF International.  Excluding the 4 speakers, there were 69 registrants for the meeting.  These included 36 members, 28 students and 5 non-members.

The poster competition at the fall meeting was also well attended with 20 abstracts submitted for judging:  12 posters were presented by Graduate Students, 6 posters were presented by Postdoctoral Fellows/Research Associates, and 2 posters were presented by Undergraduate Students.  Four awards were made, one in each category, plus an Honorable Mention.  In the Graduate Student category, Anna Kopec’s (MSU) poster entitled “Comprehensive toxicogenomic evaluation of the hepatic effects elicited by 2,2’,4,4’,5,5’-hexachlorobiphenyl (PCB153) in immature, ovariectomized C57BL/6 mice” was awarded 1st place.  An Honorable Mention was awarded to Wei Zou (Michigan State Univ) for a poster entitled, “Inflammation-mediated liver injury in rats cotreated with sulindac and lipopolysaccharide”. In the Postdoctoral Fellow/Research Associate category, Dr. Patrick Shaw (Michigan State Univ) was awarded first place for his poster entitled, “Coexposure of mice to trovafloxacin and lipopolysaccharide results in a unique gene expression profile and liver injury dependent on early growth response-1 transcription factor activation“.  Finally, in the Undergraduate Student category, Esha Kumar (Michigan State Univ) was awarded first place for a poster entitled, “The role of different signaling pathways in inhibition of gap junctional intercellular communication”.  Each first place winner received a check for $500, whereas the honorable mention recipient received a check for $250.  It is hoped that the monetary awards enabled the winners to attend the 2009 National Society of Toxicology meeting held in Baltimore, MD. 

The Spring 2009 meeting was held on May 8, 2009 at MPI Research in Mattawan, Michigan.  The topic of this symposium was “Humanized Bioartificial Organs and
Novel 3-D In Vitro Systems”.  Speakers included:  Dr. Francois Berthiaume (Rutgers University), “Development of a Bioartificial Liver”; Dr. Beth Allen (CeeTox), “Development of Bioartificial Skin; Dr. Nicholas Kotov (University of Michigan), “Ex-vivo Replication of Human Tissues on Nanoengineered 3D Scaffolding Matrices”; and Dr. Shu Takayama, University of Michigan:  “Microfluidic and Microenvironomics in Tissue Culture Systems”.  At the conclusion of the talks, Dr. James Trosko facilitated a discussion of key points.  Following the meeting, a tour of the MPI Research laboratory facilities was offered to all interested participants. Excluding the 4 speakers, there were 94 meeting registrants, including 58 members, 15 students and 21 non-members.  A large number of posters were presented. The Spring 2008 meeting was a great success due to the quality of the presentations and the generosity of MPI Research.

In the business meeting following the scientific presentations, the Chapter discussed increasing undergraduate participation in MISOT.  Actions to be taken include adding an award for best poster presented by an undergraduate student and to send MISOT meeting announcements to area colleges whose focus is primarily undergraduate education.  The Chapter again elected to support the Michigan Society for Medical Research (MISMR) by continuing our institutional support.

III. Financial Status

July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009
	Ordinary Income/Expense
	

	    Income
	

	        Donations
	2,000

	        Dues
	2,550

	        Registration (Spring)
	4,680

	        Registration (Fall)
	2,750

	
	-

	    Total Income
	11,980

	
	

	    Expense
	

	        Contribution
	500

	        K-12 Program
	0

	        Meeting (Spring)
	5,786

	        Meeting (Fall)
	5,396

	        Meeting (HQ)
	0

	        Misc./Other
	0

	        SAC
	350

	        Service Charge
	0

	
	-

	    Total Expense
	12,032

	
	-

	
	

	Excess (Deficiency) of
	

	    Revenue over Expenses
	(52)

	
	

	Net Assets Beginning of Year
	15,847

	
	-

	Net Assets End of Year
	15,795


IV. Financial Analysis

MISOT’s finances are in fair health. The Altman’s Z-score is a financial analysis method to identify organizations that are in financial distress (i.e., high probability of going bankrupt within 1 year). As of June 30, 2009, the Michigan Chapter of the Society of Toxicology has a Z-score of 5.85, meaning it is not at risk of bankruptcy within 1 year. Z-scores greater than 2.99 are felt to be safe, while those below 2.99 are believed to reflect at-risk organizations.

However, the Chapter’s current financial status shows that the Chapter financial growth is flat – no growth or decline. This is in relative contrast to last year where the Chapter showed growth of $1,407. Thus, although the Chapter is not currently at risk of going bankrupt given its past performance, the Chapter must consider ways of raising additional revenue to maintain its long-term financial viability.

V. Future Plans

MISOT plans to conduct two scientific meetings each year.  Our Fall 2009 meeting will be held at the Hannah Community Center in East Lansing, MI on November 6, 2009. The topic of the fall meeting will be “Water quality/aquatic toxicology for the 21st Century in the Great Lakes Region.” The Council is considering additional ways of raising revenue for the Fall meeting.
MISOT plans to publish a newsletter and distribute it as an e-mail attachment twice per year.  We will continue to use the SOT National website and its links to regional chapters to increase involvement in the chapter and afford efficiency in communication with our members.
