MRC-SOT YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD

PURPOSE

The Midwest Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology provides an annual Young Investigator Award to individuals for research training in the area of the toxicological sciences. The purposes of the Young Investigator award are to promote toxicology as a career path for individuals preparing for a career in the biomedical sciences, and to help ensure that an adequate number of highly trained scientists will be available to meet the future research needs of the field of toxicology. 

AWARD DESCRIPTION

The MRC-SOT Young Investigator Award will consist of a cash award of $1500, to be applied, at the discretion of the recipient, towards costs associated with toxicological training, education, and research. The winner, who will be announced at the MRC-SOT Fall meeting, must prepare a write-up of their research project for inclusion in the MRC-SOT Spring newsletter. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

An applicant for the MRC-SOT Young Investigator Award must show evidence of both high academic performance in the sciences and significant interest in toxicological research. The applicant must be either an undergraduate majoring in the life sciences, or enrolled in a graduate degree program related to the field of toxicology (e.g. biomedical, environmental, or nutritional program). The candidate should be supervised by a mentor in the life sciences when the application is submitted, who may serve as the required reference. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

Applicants must propose to conduct research related to the toxicological sciences, including, but not limited to, regulatory toxicology, environmental toxicology, carcinogenesis, cellular and molecular toxicology, teratology, genetic toxicology, or immunotoxicology. The applicant must describe how the proposed research project offers them an opportunity to develop research skills and knowledge leading to a research career in the toxicological sciences. 

The research project ideally should provide: a strong foundation in experimental design, methods, and analytic techniques; the development or enhancement of the applicant’s ability to conceptualize and think through research problems with increasing independence; and the opportunity to interact with members of the toxicology community at meetings and workshops, including regional and national Society of Toxicology meetings. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

The application form is available in the “Forms” section of the MRC website. 

A letter of reference must be included as part of the application. The person providing the reference on behalf of the applicant must submit the reference letter separately. Applications for the Young Investigator Award will be accepted and reviewed once a year according to the following schedule: 

Application Receipt Date: April 1, 2010
Review Meeting: April 2010
Notification: May 2010
Applications received after the receipt date are subject to assignment to the next cycle, or may be returned to the applicant upon request by the applicant. An original and two copies of the completed and signed application, as well as the reference letter, are to be submitted to: 

Peter Thomford, Ph.D., DABT
Covance Inc.

Toxicology

3301 Kinsman Boulevard

MS 15

Madison, WI 53704

peter.thomford@covance.com
608-395-3683 (voice)

608-242-2736 (fax)
