
[image: image1.png]FOUNDED

MIDWEST
REGIONAL
CHAPTER



 
Midwest Regional Chapter

Society of Toxicology

Fall 2002 Newsletter

_______________________________________________________________

[image: image2.wmf]
COME JOIN US FOR THE MRC/SOT FALL MEETING ON NOVEMBER 6th!!!

                   [image: image3.wmf]                                                

“OPPORTUNITIES & CONCERNS WITH THERAPEUTIC CLONING IN MEDICAL RESEARCH”

It is with great pleasure that we would like to extend an invitation for you to attend the upcoming Fall Meeting of the Midwest Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology.  This meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 6, at Baxter Healthcare in Deerfield, Illinois.

~See inside for details~

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



I hope everyone has had a relaxing summer and is ready for the faster pace that the fall season often brings.  This past summer the new Council met to establish committees and begin planning for the Fall and Spring Meetings.  One major initiative being undertaken is to actively communicate the value of the science of toxicology to students and faculty at local universities.  This program, which is currently being designed (volunteers are welcome!), will hopefully reach young inquisitive minds and get them thinking about careers in toxicology.  Also discussed at our summer Council meeting was the theme for our Fall Meeting, which has blossomed into a symposium of high-energy talks focusing on a controversial topic (see related information later in this newsletter).  Last Spring’s Meeting reminded us that we have room for improving the model systems we use to predict human toxicities.  With new technological advances occurring at a rapid pace, refinement of our toxicology models will also undoubtedly take place.  This Fall’s Meeting will further explore how advanced technology can lead to controversial society issues, especially when applied to human cells.  

As President of MRC/SOT this year, I want to take us back to our Society of Toxicology roots and focus on the SOT Vision and Core Values that provide the building blocks for our Chapter’s objectives.  The SOT vision is simple: “To be the leading global force and resource for advancing the science and applications of toxicology.”  The core values of the SOT are 1) integrity, 2) individual and scientific diversity, 3) contributing to society, 4) life-long learning and 5) intellectual scientific stimulation.  These values help to remind us why we pursued careers in a science-related field.  

The SOT vision and core values set the framework for the three MRC/SOT objectives:

1) To serve as the focal point for toxicological interests in the region

2) To encourage interactions among toxicologists in government, industry and academia

3) To sponsor scientific and educational programs in toxicology.  

With your participation in meetings and volunteering when the occasions arise, we will not only achieve our objectives this year, but expand deeper into the local scientific community, mentoring our next crop of toxicologists.  This task should be easy as the Midwest Regional Chapter is rich with experienced toxicologists dedicated to innovative toxicology research and education.  

Michael J. Schlosser

President

MRC/SOT
2002 FALL MEETING

Wednesday, November 6, 2002

Baxter Healthcare

Deerfield, Illinois

“Opportunities & Concerns with Therapeutic Cloning in Medical Research”

(The Chapter thanks Baxter Healthcare for hosting this conference and providing lunch)

~PROGRAM~

Registration

11:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Luncheon

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM

Medical Opportunities and Risks with Cloning Technology
1:30 PM – 2:15 PM

Joel Frader
Professor of Pediatrics/Medical Ethics & Humanities
Northwestern University

Reproductive Cloning of Domestic Species
2:15 PM – 3:00 PM

Larry Schook
Professor of Comparative Genetics

University of Illinois (Urbana)
Break

3:00 PM – 3:15 PM
Legal Constraints on Genetic Research and Cloning
3:15 PM – 4:00 PM

Laurie Rosenow
Attorney & Senior Fellow, Institute for Science, Law and Technology
Chicago-Kent College of Law, IIT
Ethics of Cloning Research
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Mark Waymack
Associate Professor of Philosophy
Loyola University

MEETING INFORMATION

Fees (including lunch and program):

Regular Member- $25

Full Time Students (with valid ID)- Free!
Return the form below with payment by October 30, 2002 to:


Madeline Kuhlmann (847-982-8396)


Pharmacia 

4901 Searle Parkway, J-3

Skokie, IL 60077


(madeline.a.kuhlmann@pharmacia.com)

Lunch is available only to those pre-registered by October 30, 2002!




Registration Form

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MRC/SOT Fall Conference Registration Form

Name_______________________ Vegetarian Meal?     _____ Yes     _____ No

Title/Position/Company_____________________________________________

Phone Number_______________ E-mail address _______________________
Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________State_____________Zip___________

*Make checks payable to MRC/SOT*

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Directions To The Conference Site

Baxter Healthcare

1 Baxter Parkway

Deerfield, Illinois 60015

From the North: Take I-94 south to Lake Cook Road (West); West on Lake Cook to Sanders Road; Take a right and go north on Sanders (approximately 0.5 miles) to Baxter Parkway; Take a right on Baxter Parkway.

From the South: Take I-94 or I-294 north to Lake Cook Road (West); West on Lake Cook to Sanders Road; Take a right and go north on Sanders (approximately 0.5 miles) to Baxter Parkway; Take a right on Baxter Parkway.

From the West: Take Lake Cook Road east to Sanders Road; Take a left and go north on Sanders (approximately 0.5 miles) to Baxter Parkway; Take a right on Baxter Parkway.

From the East: Take Lake Cook Road west to Sanders Road; Take a right and go north on Sanders (approximately 0.5 miles) to Baxter Parkway; Take a right on Baxter Parkway.

From O’Hare (West): Take 190 east to I-294 north; Take I-294 north to Lake Cook Road (West); West on Lake Cook to Sanders Road; Take a right and go north on Sanders (approximately 0.5 miles) to Baxter Parkway; Take a right on Baxter Parkway.



Still Growing... 

The MRC/SOT is one of the largest regional chapters of the National Society of Toxicology, and we're still growing.  Our membership committee works hard to attract new members and you can help by encouraging your colleagues to join as well.  To facilitate this effort, we now offer our membership application forms on our NEW and IMPROVED WEBPAGE: 

www.toxicology.org/memberservices/regionalchapter/midwest/.  

Check it out!  Currently, application forms and newsletters are being posted here, but expect much more in the near future!  To get a hardcopy of an application form, simply download the file and print it out

2001 - 2002 Committee Assignments 

(Thanks to everyone for your support!) 

Program Committee
Chair: Reid Patterson

Robin Guy

Audit Committee
Chair: Madeline Kuhlmann
Linda Tam

Awards Committee
Chair: Kyle Kolaja
Madeline Kuhlmann

Education Committee 

Chair: Stan Roberts

Nathan Matusheski

Membership Committee
Chair: Linda Tam
Randy White

Nathan Matusheski

Nominating Committee
Chair: Robin Guy
Randy White

Communications Committee
Chair: Per Blomquist
Antonio Guy

SAC Representative

Nathan Matusheski (U of I)

CALL FOR COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

Nominations for members of the MRC/SOT Executive Committee are being sought.  The offices that will be available at this spring’s election are President-Elect, Treasurer, and two Council Members.  The President-Elect serves as a member of the Executive Committee and as Chairperson of the Program Committee and will accede to the Presidency the following year.  The Treasurer keeps accurate records of all chapter transactions and expenditures and communicates these to the members of the Executive Council and SOT Headquarters.  Councilors assist in the governing of the affairs of the MRC/SOT and act as Chairpersons for the Standing Committees (Membership, Nominating, Awards, Audit, and Communications).  The MRC/SOT is a volunteer organization that cannot function without the assistance of those who are willing to help.  Plus, it is a great opportunity to get involved and meet your fellow toxicologists!  If you are interested in joining the council or know someone who might be, please fill out the form in this newsletter or email me by December 20th, 2002.

Robin Guy

rcg@robinguy.com
Chairperson, Nominating Committee

BRINGING IN NEW MEMBERS
Most of the new members in 2002 joined MRC/SOT after the membership applications were attached to the spring meeting announcement.  Based on this success, the membership committee plans to continue attaching these applications to the meeting announcements so that our existing members can distribute these to prospective new members who may have recently joined their organization.  Other initiatives planned to increase our membership base include an appeal to former members who have let their membership lapse.   Additionally, we would like to have our membership application forms handy for department heads of corporate and academic institutions located in the Midwest area that have an interest in toxicology.  In this manner, they could be distributed to newly hired personnel.  Finally, keep in mind that these application forms are also available on our WEB PAGE:
www.toxicology.org/memberservices/regionalchapter/midwest/
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

The MRC/SOT would like to extend a warm welcome to the 14 new members that have recently joined our organization:

Lynn M. Barron (IITRI)

Sheri Cox (Pharmacia)

Marian Eberhardt (University of Illinois, Urbana)

Wendell D. Hart (Pharmacia)

Zhenquan Jiao (Indiana University)

Patrick Klein (Indiana University)

Jeffery S. Lafferty (Indiana University)

Michael E. Ottlinger (CDC/NIOSH)

Jodie M. Reed (Indiana University)

Stacey E. Reel (Indiana University)

David Smith (Indiana Univerisity)

Kumar Sripathirathan (Loyola University, Chicago)

Kristin Stewart (University of Illinois, Urbana)

Jill A. Wasielewski (MPI Research, Inc.)

KENNETH P. DUBOIS AWARD

*Call For Nominations*
Each year, the Midwest Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology presents the Kenneth P. Dubois Award to an outstanding toxicologist in the Midwest.  The award consists of an engraved plaque and an honorarium, both presented at the Annual Spring Meeting of the MRC/SOT.

This announcement is to invite the membership of the MRC/SOT to nominate appropriate candidates for this important award.  Guidelines used in the selection are:


1.  The proposed candidate should have worked for most of their career in the 




Midwest 


2.  Membership in the MRC/SOT is not required

3.  The proposed candidate should currently be active in the field of toxicology.  



This is defined as performing, directing or managing in the area of 
research, testing, teaching, clinical practice or regulatory affairs.

4.  The proposed candidate must have demonstrated a sustained and high level of 



activity in toxicology, such as unique research achievements, special teaching 



proficiency, and/or promoting the interest and concerns of toxicology.

Nominations should be in the form of a one to two page letter that describes the accomplishments of the candidate.  The letter and supporting documentation (e.g., curriculum vitae) should be submitted by April 15th, 2003 to:

Kyle Kolaja

Pharmacia

4901 Searle Parkway
Skokie, IL 60077
1-847-982-8264

OTHER SOCIETY OF TOXICOLOGY AWARDS

To recognize distinguished toxicologists and students, the SOT presents several prestigious awards each year.  Award recipients receive a plaque and a generous stipend, are listed in the annual Membership Directory, posted on the SOT Web site and are honored at a special awards ceremony at the SOT Annual Meeting.  Information regarding the individual awards and mandatory application forms are available at the SOT Web site at http://www.toxicology.org/Information/AwardsFellowships/awards.html.  The deadline for the 2003 awards is October 9, 2002.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Career Marketing Associates provides technical recruiting and search services to industrial employers.  We have maintained a specialty in the recruitment of toxicologists and product safety professionals for over twenty years.

We are presently under engagement by Johnson Diversey Inc (JDI), one of the world’s largest suppliers of specialty chemicals for industrial applications.  Their products are used in building maintenance, manufacturing, food service and health care settings around the world.

Senior Regulatory Toxicologists (2)

JDI is expanding a product stewardship group at their headquarters near Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Among the people JDI seeks to hire are two regulatory toxicologists.  These people will ensure that adequate toxicology and risk assessment data exists on JDI ingredients and formulations, interact with customers and colleagues in the company concerning product safety data and help assure that requirements for global regulations are met.

A degree in toxicology or a related technical discipline and no less than three years of relevant experience will be required.

Food Safety Toxicologist

The other person sought by people JDI is a Food Safety Toxicologist.  This person will ensure that adequate toxicology and risk assessment data exists on the ingredients and formulations that are used in JDI's food service and food manufacturing environments.  Their principal duties will involve assuring that JDI products meet FDA/USDA and international requirements concerning food safety, disinfectant/biocidal residues and other related issues.

A degree in toxicology or a related technical discipline and no less than three years of relevant experience will be required.  Specific familiarity with FDA food ingredient/food contact (GRAS) and corresponding USDA regulations is strongly desired.

In addition to the desired technical skills, the people hired for these vacancies must have excellent interpersonal skills and a strong sense of urgency.  US citizenship or permanent residency is required.

Confidential inquiries for these positions may be directed to Ms. Jennifer Torrance, Career Marketing Associates: Phone (303) 865-2895; E-mail: jennifer@cmagroup.com.  Employer fee paid position.

Head of Pre-Clinical Pharmacology/Toxicology
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Under the direction of the CMO, lead and develop pharmacology/toxicology program. Responsible for preclinical studies conducted at our client, and with contract research organizations to support regulatory submissions. This will involve multiple novel protein or glycoprotein therapeutics being developed for human clinical trials and eventual marketing authorization.

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES:

· Design and execute preclinical pharmacology and toxicology studies that support optimized development of multiple proteins and glycoproteins for human disease. 

· Minimize preparation time and maximize quality of the pharm/tox sections of regulatory submissions for clinical trials and marketing approval.

· Develop and implement pharm/tox strategies, functions and policies aimed at gaining the earliest possible regulatory approvals with the highest quality.

· Identify, evaluate, select, manage, and monitor academic laboratories and contract research organizations that perform outsourced pharm/tox work.

· Interface closely with the animal research group for the conduct of internal toxicology work, which will include external pathology services.

· Formulate and administer departmental budget and administrative activities.

· Responsible for mastering and communicating relevant pharmacological principles in the selected diseases, including key pharmacokinetic factors affecting optimal effectiveness and safety of the new treatments

· Provide expert analysis and evaluation of regulations. Maintain proactive/current awareness of regulations and guidelines and assess them relative to product/project implications.

· Analyze trends and evaluate impact of government regulatory activities.

· Build and maintain productive relations with the research, development and clinical scientists, keeping pharm/tox a fully effective team member in projects. 

· Interface with QA/QC to develop policies, procedures and SOPs, and assure compliance with GLP regulations and guidelines.

· Review and evaluate toxicology data and draft reports, and be involved in drafting toxicology sections of investigational new drugs (IND) and new drug/biologic (NDA/BLA) applications or their non-US equivalents.

· Interface with Regulatory authorities to answer pharm/tox questions, resolution of issues, clarification of correspondence or requirements, etc.

QUALIFICATIONS:

· 7-10 years overall pharm/tox experience with 5 years of biotech experience.

· Substantial experience with protein therapeutics, antibody experience a plus.

· Experience and success designing, managing and reporting GLP toxicology studies. 

· Experience writing and submitting IND/BLA/NDA documents.

· Good organizational and writing skills, attention to detail and timeliness in completing projects.

· Advanced degree in scientific field preferred.

Confidential inquiries for this position may be directed to Mr. Carl W. Notter, BiomedQuest: Phone: (609) 584-9000 ext 255; Email: cwn@diedremoire.com.

Information for New Toxicologists 

Free Educational Materials Available 

Well, not exactly free since your tax dollars paid for them. Regardless, the National Cancer Institute offers a number of publications and other educational and outreach materials through two catalogs entitled "Materials for Community Outreach Programs and Health Professionals" and "Publications for Cancer Patients and the Public." The catalog listings are too extensive to cover here, but you're sure to find some useful and information. 

You can order these catalogs from the NCI's Cancer Information Service by calling 1-800-4CANCER.  If you are involved with community education (and we hope you are), this is a really good place to start gathering information.  
THANK YOU TO THE SPRING MEETING SPONSORS!

The MRC/SOT would like to thank the following companies that helped to sponsor the Spring Meeting this year:

TAP

Pharmacia

Covance

Charles River

Experimur

Robin Guy Consulting

Abbott 

Corporate sponsorship plays a critical role in supporting the Spring and Fall Meetings.  Any assistance would not only be recognized by the organization, but also very much appreciated.  If you or your company would like to make a contribution, please contact:

Madeline Kuhlmann, MRC/SOT Treasurer

(847) 982-8396

PICTURES FROM THE SPRING MEETING (Lincolnshire Marriott on 5/17/02)
***Note: Due to size constraints, the pictures have been removed from this section.  If you would like to receive a paper copy of the newsletter that includes the pictures, please contact the editor at:

per.j.blomquist@pharmacia.com
2001-2002 MRC/SOT Executive Council
  

President: Stanley Roberts

Telephone: (847) 938-5195

Fax: (847) 937-4349

President-Elect: Michael Schlosser

Telephone: (847) 938-5195

Fax: (847) 938-5338

Past President: Dan Wilson

Telephone: (847) 270-5464

Secretary: Monique Fouant

Telephone: (847) 982-7049 

Fax: (847) 982-7073

Treasurer: Madeline Kuhlmann

Telephone: (847) 982-8396

 Fax: (847)982-7073

Councilors:

Kyle Kolaja

Telephone: (847) 982-8264 

Fax: (847) 982-7073

Linda Tam

Telephone: (847) 270-4453

Fax: (847) 270-3405

Denise Demetral

Telephone: (847) 982-7527

Fax: (847) 982-7073

Per Blomquist

Telephone: (847) 982-7354 

Fax: (847) 982-7073 

The MRC/SOT Newsletter is published biannually in both print and electronic formats as a service to the toxicology community of the Midwest.  Contributions are welcome!  Please address any questions, comments or contributions to:

Per Blomquist, Editor

Pharmacia

4901 Searle Parkway, J303

Skokie, IL 60077

Telephone: (847) 982-7354

Fax: (847) 982-7073

E-mail: per.j.blomquist@pharmacia.com
Antonio Guy, Associate Editor

Pharmacia

Telephone: (847) 982-8214

E-mail: Antonio.s.guy@pharmacia.com
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