Minutes, 2008 Business Meeting, MRCSOT.  

The Midwest Regional Chapter, Society of Toxicology spring meeting was held at the Marriott Lincolnshire resort, May 16, 2008.  The spring business meeting of the MRC-SOT was called to order by President Don Korte at 12:50 PM.  The minutes of the 2007 spring meeting were approved.  
Don Korte discussed the status of the chapter and asked for increased membership.  The next spring meeting will be May 1st, 2009.  At the SOT convention this year (2008), we were given guidelines on how SOT felt the chapters should be run.  One change was that all new officers would start on May 1st following elections held the first of the year.  In order for the MRC-SOT to align with what the national SOT wanted, we need to do elections earlier.  To meet this request, it was decided that we will go ahead and have elections this year, and the new officers will serve a little longer so that the next elections will conform to the SOT requests.  Don also informed everyone the executive council will need to update the MRC-SOT bylaws and SOPs to conform with the national SOT requests.
Don Korte recognized the sponsors of the spring meeting:  Charles Rivers Laboratories, CorDynamics, Covance, Experimur, Robin Guy Consulting, LLC, and WIL Research Laboratories, LLC.  Don also mentioned one way to support the chapter was to contribute to an endowment fund.  At this time, SOT will match any funds deposited in an endowment fund which would make it easier to start an endowment fund.  This option will be mentioned to sponsors, but if there are any questions, please contact Don Korte.  
Don asked how we could make the chapter more useful to the members.  He asked members to send suggestions to the executive council.  Also a survey will be generated and sent to the membership to find determine interests and suggestions for the MRC-SOT.
The treasurer’s report was given by Christina Wilson.  Last year we had $3,000 less than projected.  But, due to generous sponsor donations, the difference has been made up.  Approximately 80% of the funds pay for set up and meeting costs.  Christina asked members to contact her if there are any questions or if members know of any sponsors who could donate to the MRC-SOT.  Attendance at the 2008 spring meeting was 67.  
The Kenneth DuBois award was announced by Robin Guy and was presented to Patricia Frank.  Dr. Frank has worked at several locations and is currently a consultant.  She has been a mentor to several individuals and is the author of many publications.  Dr. Frank accepted the award and thanked everyone.  She told of how she worked with Dr. DuBois earlier in her career, and learned many things the people she worked with.  Dr. Frank has known many of the individuals who received the DuBois award previously and felt honored to be in a group of such distinguished individuals.  She thanked her husband for his support and hoped everyone would have as wonderful of a career as she has had.  
Molly Weiller presented the Victor A. Drill awards.  The winner was Sandeep Gopalakrishnan (University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee) for his poster entitled "Hyperglycemia-induced oxidative stress is attenuated in cardiac tissue by 670 nm photobiomodulation in an experimental model of diabetes."  Daniel S. Lark (University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee) was the runner-up for his poster entitled “Effect of Photobiomodulation on glutathione redox status of gastrocnemius muscle in an animal model of diabetes.” 
Molly Weiler presented the 2008 Young Investigator Award to Ofek Bar Ilan (University of Wisconsin School of Pharmaceutical Sciences) for her research on “Zebrafish as a Model to Assess Toxicity of Nanomaterials.”  Ofek will present her research at the 2009 spring meeting.  
Don Korte thanked all of the officers whose who helped with the spring meeting and presented portfolios to those whose terms were ending (Janis Eells, Jay Albretsen, and Robin Guy) for the service they performed while on the MRC-SOT executive board.  The meeting was adjourned.
The MRC-SOT 2008 spring meeting agenda is appended to these minutes

Respectfully submitted,

Jay Albretsen, MRC-SOT secretary

26th Annual MRC/SOT Spring Meeting

May 16, 2008
Marriott Lincolnshire
“New Developments and Strategies in Toxicity Testing”
Registration/Breakfast
7:50 to 8:50 AM

Welcome

8:50 to 9:00 AM

Don W. Korte, Jr., PhD, DABT, FCA
Concordia University Wisconsin
Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century: A Vision and a Strategy

9:00 to 9:50 AM
Dr. Daniel Krewski

University of Ottawa

Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century:  Design for Purpose

9:50 to 10:40 AM

Dr. Melvin E. Anderson

The Hamner Institute for Health Sciences

Refreshment Break

10:40 to 11:00 AM

2006 Young Investigator Award Presentation

11:00 to 11:20 AM 
Kristina DeSmet

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Graduate Student Poster Session

11:20 AM to 12:20 PM
Lunch

12:20 to 1:00 PM

Business Meeting/Student Poster Awards

1:00 to 1:45 PM

Don W. Korte, Jr., PhD, DABT, FCA

Concordia University Wisconsin

Jay ALbretsen DVM, PhD, DABT, DABVT

SOT's K-12 Program

1:45 to 2:00 PM

TBD

Implementing the Vision of Toxicity Testing for the 21st Century: An Animal Protection Perspective

2:00 to 2:50 PM

Dr. Martin L. Stephens

Humane Society of the United States

Refreshment Break

2:50 to 3:10 PM

Dioxins, clocks and oxygen:  Prototype Signals of an Environmental Sensor Superfamily

3:10 to 4:00 PM

Dr. Chris Bradfield

University of Wisconsin

Panel Discussion/Q&A

4:00 to 4:50 PM
Concluding Remarks

4:50 to 5:00 PM

Peter J. Thomford, PhD, DABT

