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 2006

Applicant:
Robert Roth

Campus Visited:
Elizabeth City State University
Elizabeth City, NC

Affiliation:
Director, Graduate Program in Environmental
and Integrative Toxicological Sciences
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI

Date of Visit:
2/15/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 360

Visitor(s):
Steve Carey, DVM

Funded by:
CDI Speaker Number

Number Reached:
30

Target Audience:
The target audience will be undergraduate students at ECSU, a historically black educational
institution. One attractive aspect of ECSU is a relatively recently established School of Pharmacy, since
pharmacy undergraduates have often shown interest in careers in toxicology. Although Steve’s visit will
encompass the entire undergraduate population at ECSU, a special attempt will be made to reach
students in their first three years of undergraduate training, since they are less likely to have already
chosen a career path than seniors.

Presentation Format:
Slideshow presentation, lecture, ECSU has an annual Research Fair that encompasses a week of
activities that includes seminars, a science bowl (student competition between departments), faculty
and student poster and podium presentations and a keynote presentation (this year by Dr. Bernard
Harris, a former astronaut).

Report:
Steve Carey, DVM, a graduate student in our Environmental and Integrative Toxicological Sciences
(EITS) Ph.D. program recently represented Michigan State University and the Society of Toxicology in a
Research Careers Fair at Elizabeth City State University (ECSU). This opportunity occurred at the
invitation of Dr. Cynthia Warrick, Dean of ECSU’s School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology. The
Research Fair took place on February 15, 2007, on the campus of ECSU, in Elizabeth City, North
Carolina. The Center for Integrative Toxicology at MSU shared with SOT the expense of the venture.

The Research Fair was part of their “Research Week 2007.” The theme of this year’s event was
“Enhancing Academic Instruction through Research.” The goal of this annual event is to provide their
community of educators and students with an opportunity to “learn and demonstrate the link between
knowledge and creativity.” This event also celebrates the scientific accomplishments of African–
Americans, historically Black colleges and universities, and others in mathematics, science, and
technology. The Research Fair brought representatives from state and federal agencies, graduate
schools, and professional schools, to present information about student internships, graduate
programs, and research collaboration.

As a part of his Research Week trip, Steve was given the opportunity to address a group of juniors and
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seniors in an upper level microbial biochemistry class. There were about 30 students in the class, and
he stayed after the class to talk with 3 juniors who expressed an interest in both graduate education
and summer internship programs. During this morning, Steve presented an informal seminar entitled,
Air Pollution and Water Damage, Right up Your Nose (And into Your Brain?). In this presentation, he
provided a brief introduction to toxicology and discussed the pervasiveness of toxicology in everyday
life. He also discussed the importance of toxicology research in the protection of human and animal
health and the preservation of the environment (using part of a slide set provided by the Society of
Toxicology). As an example, he included a discussion of ongoing respiratory pathobiology and
toxicology research at MSU, including his current thesis research on the effects of ozone on the
developing respiratory tract. He concluded with a description of the EITS Graduate Program at MSU.

In the afternoon, Steve set up a booth at the Research Fair promoting the discipline of toxicology and
the EITS Graduate Training Program. He described the benefits of the multidisciplinary approach to
students, and discussed the program with ECSU faculty. At the end of the event, all of the agency and
university representatives were invited to attend the School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology
Quiz Bowl, in which the students from each science and technical department within the school
competed in answering questions across several scientific disciplines. This approach was designed to
illustrate the importance of a broad and multidisciplinary approach to their education. During the
Research Fair, Steve interacted with about 30–40 students, including lengthy discussions with about a
dozen of those. He also spoke to 7–8 faculty members from the School of Mathematics, Science, and
Technology, all of whom took brochures to provide to students expressing an interest in graduate work
or summer internships. Of the “vendors” to whom Steve spoke at the Research Fair (including East
Carolina University, UNC–CH, NCSU, and EPA), he was the only one who addressed a class that
morning. That component apparently sparked some additional interest in our booth at the Fair.

Based on Steve’s experience at ECSU and mine at earlier recruiting visits, we think that the groups
that should be particularly targeted are freshman and sophomores. Most of the students with whom
Steve spoke at the Research Fair were at this academic level, and many of them were mathematics
and computer science majors, several having a current or former interest in biology. The vast majority
of the questions he received were about the availability of summer internship programs. These
questions came from both the faculty and the students. Even the older students were interested in
deadlines for internships for the coming summer.

Steve Carey at the ECSU Research Fair

Applicant:
Tony Ndifor

Campus Visited:
Johnson C. Smith University
Charlotte, NC

Affiliation:
Amgen, Inc.

Date of Visit:
3/29/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 0

Visitor(s):
Tony Ndifor

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
20

Target Audience:
Minority students

Presentation Format:
Used a subset of SOT generated slides to fit the allotted time frame and keep presentation interesting.

Report:
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Talk consisted of a subset of slides from SOT provided slides deck followed by a couple of slides on
general career options. Talk was attended by about 20 students in a classroom setting. Time was
allowed for Q&A as well as informal interactions.

Opened the students to field of toxicology. Very few of them had heard of this as a career option.

Aspects to change:

Include a post talk survey or obtain list of attending students so we can reach out to them in
future to recruit to our various programs

1. 

Increase the audience to include more students–not only the pre–meds. The wider we cast out
net the better chances of attracting more students.

2. 

Applicant:
Erin Hines

Campus Visited:
Eckerd College
St. Petersburg, FL

Affiliation:
U.S. EPA
Research Triangle Park, NC

Date of Visit:
4/19/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 122.60

Visitor(s):
Erin Hines

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Eckerd College is a liberal arts undergraduate university with a strong marine science department with
many students actively involved in research in areas including toxicology. Many of these students
spend their summers actively involved in biological research. Also, the biology department has
students involved in biological research outside the scope of marine science. A large percentage of the
students majoring in biology or marine science as undergrads at Eckerd attend graduate school or
medical school.

Presentation Format:
Presentations in Two Undergraduate Classes

Report:
Dr. Dayton invited Dr. Hines to speak with two of her classes about careers in toxicology and in general
terms about work at the U.S. EPA. Dr. Hines’s first presentation was to the junior and senior biology
seminar students. In this class, Dr. Hines gave a formal PowerPoint presentation on toxicology career
opportunities in the government and Dr. Hines spoke in general about some of her research on human
breast milk that was performed partially with pilot funds from the National Children’s study, which if
funded by congress will study the health of 100,000 U.S. children. Dr. Dayton is starting research on
childhood obesity and wanted Dr. Hines to bring some of her background to the talk that would pertain
to Dr. Dayton’s research. The second class with whom Dr. Hines spoke was a physiology class. This
class had a more informal set–up. Dr. Hines talked to this set of students about careers in toxicology
as Dr. Hines has worked in both academic and government settings. The students asked questions
about career opportunities and the education process. The Society of Toxicology provided fliers on
toxicology careers that Dr. Hines gave to Dr. Dayton for dispersal to her classes.

Applicant:
Melinda Pomeroy–Black

Campus Visited:
LaGrange College
LaGrange, GA

Affiliation:
LaGrange College
Biology Department
LaGrange, GA

Date of Visit:
10/3/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 117.45

Visitor(s):
Gary Miller

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Small Liberal Arts College

Presentation Format:
Research Seminar

Society of Toxicology http://www.toxicology.org/ai/eo/GuestLecturerReport.asp

3 of 24 4/29/15, 11:23 AM



Report:
Dr. Miller will give a research seminar on his work in neurotoxicology that was open to the college
community. In addition, he provides an overview of state of the art techniques in neurotoxicology,
including a combination of lecture and hands on laboratory work.
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