
 2007

Applicant:
Heather Kleiner

Campus Visited:
Grambling State University
Grambling, LA

Affiliation:
Louisiana State University
Health Sciences Center
Shreveport, LA

Date of Visit:
2/11/2007

Amount Funded:
$ 0

Visitor(s):
Misty Prince, B.S

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
450

Target Audience:
The symposium was also attended by another researche at LSUHSC–S, researchers and/or recruiters
at University of Louisiana–Monroe, MIT, Southern University, Ross University, Kansas State University,
Meharry Medical College, and the University of Massachus.

Presentation Format:
Two booths were set up: one for LSUHSC–S graduate school, and one for SOT. The LSUHSC–S
graduate program booth was attended by Ms. Misty Prince, B.S., Dr. Kleiner’s Research Associate.
Misty is a member of SCC–SOT, but more importantly for the mission of the visit to Grambling is that
she is an alumnus of GSU (B.S., 1998) and an African–American scientist. This made the booth very
approachable for the students. Information about Master’s, Ph.D., and M.D./Ph.D. programs were
made available to the students, as well as summer internship opportunities. Dr. Kleiner attended the
neighboring booth, which held a display of SOT materials, including the poster “Why Choose a Career
in Toxicology?,” the SOT career brochures, and the milestones in toxicology poster. The students were
informed about SOT, the undergraduate education program, and possible internship opportunities with
SOT partners available on the SOT Web site. In addition to the booths, which were attended/displayed
from 9:00 AM till 4:00 PM, posters for the LSUHSC–S graduate programs, and toxicology career poster
were displayed in prominent areas of each department. Materials from SOT (career brochures) and the
LSUHSC–S graduate programs were also left with the RISE/MARC office. Dr. Kleiner presented a 25
min talk (125 members in the audience) entitled, “Investigations of Citrus and Ginger Agents to Fight
Cancer,” or “How a Student Trained in Pharmacology/Toxicology Ended up in Cancer Research.” This
talk began by encouraging students to consider post–graduate education and a career doing scientific
research. Then Dr. Kleiner discussed her own career path, described some exciting data on cancer
prevention by natural products, and then explained what is toxicology, careers in toxicology, and
earning potential of degrees related to toxicology.

Report:
GSU sent out a call for speakers for the Biomedical Research Symposium sponsored by MARC, RISE
and Bridge Programs. Dr. Kleiner accepted the invitation. However, travel expenses (including hotel)
were not covered by GSU.

As many as 125 people attended at any one time, but up to 450 attended in whole. Four departments
were represented: Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics & Computer Science, and Physics. Note that all
non–Biology majors are urged (possibly required in the MARC program) to minor in Biology. Grambling
has a MARC and RISE program. These students as well as others, participated in the symposium.

Both Dr. Kleiner and Ms. Prince took names, contact info., classification, and major for any interested
students. Many students filled out a preliminary application for the summer internship positions at
LSUHSC–S. Approx. 80 students left this information, and Dr. Kleiner’s will have this material typed up
and made available to all the graduate student recruiters at LSUHSC–S and to the CDI. Furthermore,
Dr. Makram Hamaya, the director of the MARC program, and Dr. Chetty, a faculty member with a
strong interest in toxicology, would like to know more about the CDI program. It is suggested that this
information is sent to these two faculty members, and possibly to the students who requested more
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information, prior to the Oct. deadline for the 2008 undergraduate education program.

Dr. Kleiner also attended the opening night banquet (2/11/07). Each table had 2–3 students, 2 faculty
members, and 2 visitors. This provided good networking. The keynote speech was delivered by Dr.
John Alderete, from Univ. of Texas Health Science Center. Note that it might be worth consulting with
him in the future, as he has vast experience in issues regarding minorities in the sciences.

Overall, the symposium and the visit to Grambling was a huge success, both for recruitment of
students, and in providing information to students about opportunities in toxicology.

Applicant:
Marquea King Campus Visited:

North Carolina Central University

Affiliation:
Office of Pollution Prevention and
Toxics

Date of Visit:
10/14–16/2007

Amount Funded:
$493.94

Visitor(s):
Marquea King

Funded by:
CDI Speaker

Number Reached:
55 Students

Target Audience:
The target audience will include undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty in the College of
Science and Technology at NCCU. The students will represent a variety of departments in the College
of Science and Technology (biology: chemistry; math/computer science; physics; and environmental,
earth and geospatial sciences). Students in the graduate toxicology course will be required to attend.

Presentation Format:
We propose for the visit to consist of a combination of a formal presentation and informal discussions.
The formal presentation will be delivered to undergraduate and graduate students (master’s level) and
focus on Dr. King’s career as a toxicologist. During the visit, Dr. King will visit classes and informally
talk to students about careers in toxicology, education requirements, summer internship programs,
etc. Also, she will highlight the qualities needed in underrepresented science majors to achieve success
in the sciences.

Report:
PowerPoint presentation for 2nd year graduate students…formal discussion regarding risk assessments
(RA) and pesticides and how toxicology for human health and ecological assessments are integrated
into the RA. Great student interaction and participation. About 15 students. PowerPoint presentation to
all levels of undergraduate students and some M.S. level as well as faculty (non–toxicologist).
Discussed careers, education, and emphasis on why toxicology is not only worthwhile but extremely
important to each of us in our everyday lives. About 40 students and faculty. Heightening student
awareness and creating alliances with dept. chair, both assistant dean and dean of the college.

Applicant:
Tammy Dugas Campus Visited:

Louisiana State University-Shreveport,
Shreveport, LA

Affiliation:
LSU Health Sciences
Center-Shreveport,
Shreveport, LA

Date of Visit:
11/14/2007

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
Tammy Dugas

Funded by:
CDI Speaker
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Number Reached:
10 Students; 1 mentor

Target Audience: 
Undergraduate biology students that were members of the organization Beta Beta Beta. Institution is a
4 year college across town, that is known to be under-represented, with regard to research funding.

Presentation Format: 
Gave a “What Is Toxicology?” talk.  Was a modification of the PowerPoint that SOT provides.

How were students recruited for the event? 
The Beta Beta Beta students meet biweekly, and thus recruitment of students was not a problem.  I
was asked to give the talk by an undergraduate heading up the guest speaker invitations.  The student
had spent a summer in my laboratory, and asked that I would give the students an introduction to
toxicology.  I knew about the CDI program, so requested SOT’s PowerPoint presentation, as well as
brochures, etc.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact? 
I really didn’t have any problem with this, since I already knew the student contact person.  However,
it was not until after I got there that I met their faculty sponsor. This I found to be useful information,
as it turned out the faculty sponsor does research on pesticides. I am thinking of inviting her and a few
students to a future regional chapter meeting.  Probably meeting the faculty sponsor in advance might
have been advisable, so that I might have been able to bring additional information about our chapter. 
However, I did let her know about the CDI undergraduate program, and suggested that she or a
student apply next year.

Description of the first talk or event: 
10 students, 1 mentor.  Informal. One hour PowerPoint presentation and much discussion. Questions
and discussion were encouraged. The students seemed fascinated by some of the cases presented in
the talk, and wanted to know more about them.  Seemed generally interested in toxicology.
# Attending: 10 Students; 1 mentor

Most important outcomes of the visit: 
Probably making the faculty contact was important, and perhaps this will culminate in some interesting
interactions later.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome: 
I used the SOT PowerPoint presentation, but shortened it SUBSTANTIALLY, and still barely had the
time to finish it in 1h, especially since we had established an active discussion. I thought that the
discussion was much more important, and chose to take out a lot of what seemed to be very “didactic”
in nature, and just tried to keep the subject “light.”  Seemed to work well, and is probably what I will
do again.

Materials used in the visit: Slides
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