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 2006

Applicant:
PANWAT

Campus Visited:
Whitman College
Walla Walla, WA

Affiliation:
Environmental & Molecular Toxicology
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR

Date of Visit:
2/1/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 0

Visitor(s):
Castle Funatake,
Nancy Kerkvliet

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
Handful

Target Audience:
Undergraduate Science Students at a Small Liberal Arts College

Presentation Format:
Informal Discussion

Report:
Published in Winter Issue 2006 of the Communiqué On–Line

Increasing awareness of toxicology among undergraduates is an important step in attracting future
graduate students to toxicology programs across the country. Were it not for my own interactions with
a graduate of the Environmental and Molecular Toxicology department at Oregon State University, I
might still be sitting around trying to figure out what I want to do when I grow up. But, attracting new
graduate students is just one of the many advantages of talking with students at college campuses. It
may very well be the first time that these students will have heard about toxicology, so this gives us
the opportunity to educate future scientists, lawyers, physicians, politicians, and others about the
principles of toxicology so that they can make educated choices not only in their daily lives, but also
when it comes time to vote on toxicological issues that have the potential to affect many people.

So, when Larry Curtis (Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon) approached me earlier this fall with
the opportunity to return to my alma mater of Whitman College (Walla Walla, Washington) and speak
to the students there about toxicology, I eagerly accepted his invitation. He explained to me that this
was to be the pilot visit of a new program under the auspices of the Education Committee of the
Society of Toxicology, and that the goal was to make undergraduates aware of toxicology as a possible
career path. Because Whitman is a small college (around 1500 students currently attend Whitman)
with only an undergraduate program that is focused on providing students with a solid foundation in
the basic sciences, it was an ideal place to pilot the Toxicology Scholar Campus Visits program.

To begin, I made contact with my undergraduate advisor, Paul Yancey, and the Chair of the Biology
Department at Whitman, Dan Vernon, and asked if I could come and talk with the current students
about what I had done since graduating from Whitman. They welcomed the chance to have an alumna
come back and tell her story so we scheduled the trip for early November. In hindsight, I should have
asked specifically about the date of the seminar because as it turned out many of the students and
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faculty were leaving for a conference that day and many other students were preparing for the GRE
that weekend. In the end, only a handful of students and faculty attended. On the positive side, we
met in a classroom with long tables and chairs (not desks), rather than having it in a large auditorium
or lecture hall, making the overall environment much less formal. I spoke to the students about
toxicology in general and then moved into my own research. Afterward, the students asked both
research–related and more general questions. They wanted to know how I had chosen a laboratory for
my graduate studies, why I chose Oregon State University, if I was happy that I had taken some time
off from school before starting graduate school.

My graduate advisor, Nancy Kerkvliet came with me and answered additional questions about the
program at Oregon State University and about toxicology as a career. I think it was also a good
opportunity for the students to see the relationship between a graduate student and advisor, which can
be much more peer–like than the relationship between undergraduate students and professors. So, for
those of you planning other campus visits, it is a rewarding opportunity to encourage students to
consider a career in toxicology, but be sure to check the schedule for other activities (like conferences
and exams), especially at small colleges and universities, and think about the style of the room the
less formal, the better.

Applicant:
Harry Milman

Campus Visited:
Allegheny College
Meadville, PA

Affiliation:
Molecular Neuropsychiatry
Rockville, MD

Date of Visit:
4/12/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 350

Visitor(s):
Devon L. Graham

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
20, 25

Target Audience:
Students at a Small Liberal Arts College

Presentation Format:
Research Seminar and a Course Presentation

Report:
While on campus, I presented a research seminar based on my Ph.D. thesis work that was hosted by
the biology department, the neuroscience program and Tri–Beta, the biology honor society. I also gave
a brief presentation afterwards on toxicology graduate programs. There were about 20 students and
faculty present. I also presented another talk the following day during the toxicology course that
Allegheny offers. This consisted of a brief explanation of my research, followed by more details of
graduate programs and career opportunities in toxicology. I focused on the University of Maryland’s
graduate program but noted that it follows a structure similar to that of many other toxicology
programs. There were about 25 students present.

Applicant:
Maureen Gwinn

Campus Visited:
West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV

Affiliation:
AE–SOT (RC)

Date of Visit:
4/19/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 500

Visitor(s):
Melanie S. Flint, Adam Straub, Maureen
Gwinn

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
1

Target Audience:
Students from various West Virginia University departments as well as local universities (Bethany
College, Washington & Jefferson University, West Virginia Wesleyan University, Fairmont State
University)

Presentation Format:
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Panel Discussion

Report:
The first Toxicology Scholar Visit for the AE–SOT took place on a Wednesday night on April 19, 2006
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at West Virginia University (WVU). Advertising was done primarily through
email and on-line contacts at the various WVU departments as well as local universities (Bethany
College, Washington & Jefferson University, West Virginia Wesleyan University, Fairmont State
University). For the panel of speakers we had in attendance, eight were AE–SOT members that
included the President-Elect, President, Past President, Awards Councilor, Communication Councilor
and both the former and current Student Representatives. The turnout was low, unfortunately, but the
discussion was very good. Questions and comments focused on not only describing what toxicology is,
but also how it fits in with already formed plans following graduation. Also, the best way to find a
toxicology program was discussed. Given the variety of people at the meeting representing toxicology,
we were able to give a very broad view of how people get involved in toxicology at all stages of their
career. We have already received positive feedback from the student in attendance, and she is
interested in learning more about the work we do and how to get involved either through volunteering
or working in a student program.

Applicant:
Maureen Gwinn

Campus Visited:
Duquesne University
Pittsburgh, PA

Affiliation:
US EPA
Washington, DC

Date of Visit:
10/6/2006

Amount Funded:
$ 500

Visitor(s):
Melanie Flint, Adam Straub,
Pallavi Limaye

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:
3–4

Target Audience:
The meeting is targeted to students at the local universities who are entertaining a future in science.
We hope the audience will include graduate and undergraduate students.

Presentation Format:
The format for this visit will be to have a panel of speakers give a short statement on their background
and how/why they came to be working in Toxicology. The panel will then ask and receive questions
from the audience. The meeting will be conducted informally in the hope of starting a dialogue with
interested students. We will also have current graduate students and postdoctoral fellows display past
posters for discussion of current research. Breakfast and parking will be provided. We would also like
to encourage attendance at our Fall meeting (to follow) so would like to cover the expense of
registration for all interested students.

Report:
The second Toxicology Scholar Visit for the AE–SOT took place on Friday October 6 from 9:00 AM to
11:30 AM in conjunction with our annual Fall meeting. Advertising was done primarily through email
and on-line contacts at the various WVU departments as well as local universities. For the morning
session before our Fall meeting, we had only 3–4 students in attendance. They were able to ask about
our research and view 6 posters put on display by current AE–SOT postdoctoral fellows and graduate
students. We also had invited all students to attend the Fall meeting, for which we had a much better
turnout. We had eleven students that attended the Fall meeting, during which they were able to learn
more about careers in Toxicology as well as how to become more involved with AE–SOT. We have
accepted membership forms from all students present, as we have previously set the first year as free
membership for all students.

As a whole, it seems the best way to reach students is through free attendance at the annual
meetings. We also discussed with some postdoctoral fellows present the idea of having them go back
to their undergraduate universities to promote toxicology. There was some interest in that, and we
hope to send a few fellows to local career fairs as well.
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