
 2009

Applicant:
Stephen Lasley Campus Visited:

Northwestern College of Iowa, IA

Affiliation:
Univ. Illinois
College of Medicine,
Peoria, IL

Date of Visit:
3/31/2009

Amount Funded:
$252.04

Visitor(s):
Stephen Lasley

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar
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Number Reached:
11

How were students recruited for the event?
Brochures prepared for presentation as part of a campus theme day. Also, word of mouth reminders by
Dr. Davis

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Would welcome campus visits from other toxicologists; repeatedly stated that a departmental speaker
is a rare event for the College

Description of the first talk or event:
“Careers in Toxicology—Not Always in the Lab”, 7:30 PM–8:30 PM, Tuesday, March 31, presentation
largely made to pre-med majors; primarily used General Introduction to Toxicology, Toxicology as a
Discipline, and Careers in Toxicology slide sets from SOT Web site; additional 1 hr spent discussing
topic and answering questions
# Attending: 11

Description of additional talks or events:
“Basic Concepts in Toxicology”, 10:45 AM–11:30 AM, and “Introduction to Neurotoxicology of Metals”,
1:15 PM–2:15 PM, both on Wednesday, April 1, presentations largely made to biology majors,
interested faculty, parents, and community leaders; 1st talk used Toxicology Concepts slide set from
SOT Web site, 2nd talk used personal research PowerPoint slides
# Attending: 35–40

Most important outcomes of the visit:
Initial contacts with host (Dr. Davis), student interest and enthusiasm

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
Have admission materials available from nearby colleges with graduate programs in toxicology

Materials used in the visit:  
See descriptions of the presentations above

Other comments or suggestions:
Students and faculty very pleased with my visit, very happy that someone would come speak to them
concerning careers in science

Applicant:
Joshua Gray Campus Visited:

US Coast Guard Academy

Affiliation:
US Coast Guard Academy,
New London, CT

Date of Visit:
4/22/2009

Amount Funded:
$0

Visitor(s):
Michael Shakarjian

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Senior undergraduates taking a Toxicology elective, open to student body and faculty

Presentation Format:
The toxicology class will attend, but the venue will be changed to an auditorium so that the wider
community is able to attend. The speaker will also meet informally with the students for lunch to
discuss career and graduate school options in toxicology.

How were students recruited for the event?
Michael taught a lecture in the undergraduate Toxicology class. He also gave a one hour seminar at
8:00 PM as part of a lecture series at the Academy.

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
Member of SOT. The campus contact initiated the guest lecture activity.
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Description of the first talk or event:
Molecular targets of vesicating agents in the skin, and the design of countermeasures to prevent
vesicant-mediated injury.
# Attending:

Description of additional talks or events:
Environmental effects of improperly disposed chemical weapons.
# Attending:

Most important outcomes of the visit:
Direct exposure of students to a practicing academic researcher and expert in the field of chemical
weapons.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
Perhaps better recruitment to encourage better attendance. Students were mandated to attend the
lecture. It was optional for students to attend the evening. A flier was posted, and a paper mailing and
email letter were sent to the community at large.

Applicant:
Maureen Gwinn Campus Visited:

Bates College,
Lewiston, ME

Affiliation:
US EPA,
Washington, DC

Date of Visit:
10/12/2009

Amount Funded:
$100

Visitor(s):
Herman Lilja, Neal Lewin, and
Deborah Rice

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Undergraduates in the biological sciences (mainly juniors/seniors) interested in learning more about
careers in toxicology.

Presentation Format:
Three to four visiting toxicologists will briefly present their path to a career in Toxicology (10–15 min
each) and then remain as a panel to discuss the various careers in toxicology. Although not all
confirmed, the panel participants include a toxicologist in the federal government (Gwinn), in industry
(Lilja), in State government (Smith/Rice—TBD), in academics (Sommer/Wise—TBD) and potentially in
medicine (Lewin). Presentations and panel will be part of the regular seminar series and students
would be recruited through the science departments on campus. Further, it may be possible to extend
the invitation to other area students depending on timing and space constraints. Scheduled date is
Monday, October 12 with the opportunity to have a lunch and learn session with students during the
day, and then the panel presentations in the afternoon.

How were students recruited for the event?
Students were recruited through Dr. Sommer's classes and throughout the Carnegie Science building.

Description of the first talk or event:
Drs. Gwinn and Lilja had lunch with Dr. Sommer's first-year course on “Toxicology in Public Health.”
Students were previously asked to review the SOT information on careers in toxicology, and were
encouraged to ask questions related to the panelists careers and education path. Drs. Gwinn and Lilja
spoke briefly about their current and past careers in toxicology and answered questions during the
hour-long session.
# Attending:

Description of additional talks or events:
Drs. Gwinn, Lilja, and Pokras briefly discussed their careers in toxicology and the education paths that
led to their current positions. The panelists then answered questions related to what toxicologists do in
the different positions, and any specific questions related to different careers in toxicology.
# Attending:

Most important outcomes of the visit:
One clear messge that came through was that toxicologists are made through multiple pathways. For
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all three panelists, three different (fairly circuitous) routes were described, and yet all work in the field
of toxicology.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
I think it was a fairly positive experience all around.

Materials used in the visit:  Slides

Applicant:
Mindy Reynolds Campus Visited:

Washington College,
Chestertown, MD

Affiliation:
Washington College,
Chestertown, MD

Date of Visit:
10/13/2009

Amount Funded:
$267.96

Visitor(s):
Aaron Barchowsky

Funded by:
Ed ToxScholar

Number Reached:

Target Audience:
Junior and senior undergraduate students

Presentation Format:
Washington College requires students to take a junior and senior seminar (approximately 50 students).
Aaron Barchowsky's presentation will occur during the normally scheduled class period. The visit will
include giving a lecture on toxicology and careers in toxicology as well as an opportunity for a small
forum to discuss graduate school. In addition to these presentations, Washington College’s Sigma Xi
chapter will host a reception which will enable students to speak with Aaron one-on-one about
individual questions they may have.

How were students recruited for the event?
This was part of a Biology senior seminar series which all senior BIO majors were required to attend.
In addition, advertisements were distributed throughout the campus to encourage other students to
attend.

Description of the first talk or event:
Aaron Barchowsky gave a presentation on toxicology, careers in toxicology, as well as the graduate
school process. In order to do this he used many of the toxicology slides which are available on the
SOT Web site. Following the presentation there was an informal reception in which students could ask
questions one-on-one. In addition to the reception, Aaron and myself went out to dinner with three
students who are in the process of preparing their graduate school applications. This gave the students
the chance to ask additional questions as well as get ideas about how to strengthen their applications.
# Attending:

Most important outcomes of the visit:
Washington College is a small liberal arts college which only offers one class in Toxicology. Aaron’s visit
gave the students a better understanding of Toxicology, its broader impact in society, and career
opportunities which are available. In addition to the Toxicology talk Aaron also spent some time
speaking about graduate school and the graduate school application processes. For a small school such
as Washington College where the students are not as exposed to such topics this was extremely
beneficial.

Materials used in the visit:
Aaron presented SOT slides

Other comments or suggestions:
I was originally told I would have additional funding from Sigma Xi and Tri-Beta but due to recent
budget cuts at the campus these funding sources were eliminated.

Applicant:
Janelle S. Crossgrove Campus Visited:

Ohio Northern University,
Ada, OH
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Target Audience:
Ohio Northern University (ONU) is a unique school containing colleges of liberal arts, engineering,
pharmacy, business and law. This speaker is targeted toward students from the liberal arts and
engineering interested in biomedical applications and students in the pharmaceutical business and
pharmacy programs, interested in toxicology and its role in industry and government.

Presentation Format:
There will be two types of meetings with Dr. Mattie. He will give a traditional lecture covering his
research, and he will meet in a smaller group to discuss career opportunities in toxicology. The large
lecture will have a target audience of students interested in biomedical science, which may include
students majoring in pharmacy, nursing, biology, forensic science, clinical lab science, pharmaceutical
business and engineering with a focus on biomedical applications. The lecture will be given during
regular class time for the pharmacy biomedical science class, and we anticipate an audience of about
150 students. Dr. Mattie will also meet informally with students interested in graduate school to
discuss educational and career options in toxicology. We expect that 15–30 students will attend this
meeting.

How were students recruited for the event?
Through email announcements and flyers posted throughout campus

Any tips for making arrangements with the campus contact?
In this case, the campus contact and the visiting scholar are both members of the Regional Chapter
(OVSOT), and contact was made through these channels.

Description of the first talk or event:
Dr. Mattie delivered a lecture entitled “Predictive Toxicology Research” at NOON in a large lecture hall.
This time and venue were chosen to fit into the shedules of most pharmacy, biology, and chemistry
students. The speaker presented an overview of his work and also included information on toxicology
as a career choice.
# Attending: 5

Description of additional talks or events:
Later that afternoon, the speaker met with a small group of students interested in graduate school. Dr.
Mattie provided insight into toxicology as a field of study and insight into a career working for the
government. Cookies were provided.
# Attending: 6

Most important outcomes of the visit:
As far as we know, this was our Regional Chapter’s first use of this program. It was helpful to learn the
importance of on-campus logistics. Also, Dr. Mattie has expressed interest in visiting other campuses,
and this experience will serve to make those visits even smoother.

Aspects you would change to improve outcome:
More effective advertisement and (perhaps) academic incentive for students to attend would have
increased attendance.

Materials used in the visit:  
Lab overview, SOT slides, predictive toxicology projects.
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