
Our Mission  

Be Part of Something BIG!  

Connect with us.

Opportunities for Graduate Students  
and Postdoctoral Fellows  

Annual Meeting  

Excellence in Publishing  

Cutting-Edge Science Making Headlines  

Who We Are  

To understand the cause and pathogenesis of disorders of developmental and reproductive origin to prevent 
their occurrence and improve outcomes through research, collaboration, communication, and education.

Share ideas that make an impact!
From students to world-renowned experts, working across scientific disciplines, we are dedicated to 
advancing the science to eliminate or ameliorate birth defects.

Stay informed!
Members receive reduced registration rates for the Society’s Annual Meeting and an electronic 
subscription to the journal, Birth Defects Research.

Showcase your expertise!
Members engage in leadership and public-facing communication activities that highlight their expertise. 

Grow your professional network!
Members have access to our robust members-only website, which includes a job bank, blogs, educational 
resources and webinars, and more.

Birth Defects Research, the Society’s official journal, publishes original laboratory 
and clinical research and reviews in the etiology of adverse developmental and 
reproductive outcomes. Members publish seminal work on broad topics ranging 
from prenatal effects of recreational and therapeutic drugs such as alcohol, 
cannibis and antidepressants, to maternal conditions such as diabetes, obesity, 
infections, and microbiota. The journal is published in twenty issues per year. 
The Society also publishes a comprehensive Primer on the field of birth defects 
research written by experts and freely available on the Society’s website.

The Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention was established as a multidisciplinary scientific 
society in 1960 as the Teratology Society. Today, this international nonprofit consists of approximately 
700 members specializing in a variety of laboratory and clinical disciplines, including developmental 
and reproductive biology and toxicology, epidemiology, cell and molecular 
biology, nutrition, genetics, maternal-fetal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics, 
medical genetics, and pregnancy risk counseling. In addition, we publish 
the scientific journal, Birth Defects Research.

“Join us in Charleston, SC, in June for our 63rd Annual Meeting and see for yourself 
how BDRP hosts an outstanding educational and scientific event that provides 
professionals and scientists who span the breadth of academia, industry, regulatory 
agencies, contract research organizations, consulting companies, and clinical 
specialties with a forum to exchange knowledge and ideas that promote and expand 
the value of birth defects research and prevention” 

 ~ Bruce K. Beyer, PhD, DABT, President

From bench to bedside worldwide, our members conduct leading-edge 
research on birth defects and developmental disorders and promote 
effective education and prevention strategies.  

www.birthdefectsresearch.org

For more information about the Society 
for Birth Defects Research and Prevention, 

including how to join, visit  

Our Annual Meeting advances our shared vision and scientific identity as researchers focused on the causes, 
manifestations, intervention, and prevention of birth defects, both structural and functional. It also expresses 
our diversity as a Society of clinicians, scientists, and science policy regulators from academic, industrial, and 
government sectors. Attendees network over the latest research and advocacy. The Annual Meeting is held in 
late June each year.

“Pregnant During 
the Pandemic: How 

Does COVID-19 Affect 
Expecting Women 

and Their Babies? ” 
~ cdc.gov

“Babies in the Womb 
Aren’t So Sterile 

After All”  
~ TIME.com

“List of Possible 
Zika Birth Defects 

Grows Longer”  
~ Scientific American

“Long Overlooked by 
Science, Pregnancy 
Is Finally Getting 

Attention It 
Deserves” 

~ WashingtonPost.com

“Marijuana in 
Pregnancy May Be 

Just as Damaging as 
Alcohol”  

~ DailyMail.co.uk

“Is It Safe 
To Take That 

Medication While 
Breastfeeding?”  

~ NYTimes.com

Healthy Pregnancies. Healthy Babies. Better Lives.

The opportunities for networking, learning and presenting your hard work 
are limitless! Trainees who join the Society enjoy career development 
workshops, travel awards, mentorship, and involvement opportunities 
that make a difference.

 “Membership provides me with opportunities to meet fellow researchers 
from diverse fields as well as connect my science with stakeholders in 
my community and beyond.”  

 ~ Lauren Walker, PhD


