
• NorCal SOT Chapter was founded in 1987 by Dr. Gordon Newell and was Dr. Irwin Heyman was elected as 
the first President

• Since then, chapter has continued to grow and has a vibrant and active membership that is involved in 
numerous member and outreach activities, including hosting Fall and Spring Symposiums, supporting and 
sponsoring mentoring and educational activities, and generating a twice yearly newsletter

During the past year, NorCal SOT was excited to resume in-person scientific symposiums and see many of 
you at the national SOT meeting in San Diego!

● 2022 Spring Symposium: This past May, NorCal SOT hosted our first in-person Spring Symposium in 
three years! The meeting featured presentations from early career scientists, state government, and the 
biopharmaceutical industry on emerging and diverse topics in toxicology, including consumer health risks 
from illegal pesticide residues on produce, the effects of wildfire smoke on immune and skin barrier function, 
nonclinical assessment for medical devices, and safety considerations for nitrosamine impurities and host 
cell proteins.

● 2022 Fall Symposium: NorCal SOT recently hosted an in-person Fall Symposium focusing on 
developmental and reproductive toxicology titled, “Aiming for Success in DART: Current status, Case 
studies, and Future directions.” The symposium brought together an exciting and diverse lineup of speakers 
from contract research organizations, the California government, and the pharmaceutical industry. The 
meeting additionally featured a toxicology careers discussion highlighting a retrospective on pharmaceutical 
toxicology hiring.

● 2023 Annual Meeting Reception: Tuesday, March 21 from 7:00-10:00 PM at the Tin Roof in Nashville. 
Come socialize with the NorCal members, meet the new board members, and congratulate the NorCal 
achievement award winners. There will be delicious appetizers, and free drinks! 

• With over 450 members, NorCal SOT is one of the largest of the 18 Regional Chapters
• NorCal SOT has a diverse membership, consisting of members from the pharmaceutical, oil, and consumer 

products industries, academia, government, and private consulting
• Important issues for chapter members include emerging technologies in drug development and environmental 

risk assessment, green chemistry, and mentoring and outreach
• Join us!! Membership is free for students/postdocs and $25 for all others. To join, you can add membership in 

the NorCal Chapter when joining National SOT or complete the membership application on the NorCal website 
(www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal).

History

Membership

Scientific Meetings

2022-2023 Board Members

● Funding for seminar speaker series for Biotech Club at Aragon High 
School (2021-2023)

● Bay Area Science Festival at Cal State University East Bay 
(2018-2019)

● Northern California STEM Education Foundation (2017-2019)

● Undergraduate Introduction to Toxicology course at Cal State 
University East Bay (2019-2023)

● Master of Biotechnology program Role of Toxicology in Drug 
Development seminar at San Jose State University (2016-2019)

● Speed mentoring event at UC Davis for undergraduates, graduate 
students, and postdocs (Fall 2022)

● Upcoming: NorCal members present in UC Davis PTX Seminar 
Series (2022-2023)

Through our outreach and career development programs, K-12, undergraduate, graduate students, postdoctoral 
and professional toxicologists have the opportunity to interact, network, and improve teaching and mentoring 
skills.  These examples showcase programs that the chapter supports and participates in.

● NorCal SOT Mentoring Program (NCMP), a 6-month virtual program to develop professional 
relationships and promote toxicology as a potential career (2020-2022)

● CalACS for IUPAC's GWB "Empowering Diversity in Science" event (2021)
● NorCal members were selected as mentors in the ToxMSDT program (2021-2022) Interested 

mentees/mentors can contact pvanbenthem@ucdavis.edu for more info.
● Upcoming: Lunch with a Mentor at 2023 NorCal SOT Spring Symposium

Postdoctoral Achievement Award:
● Tie for 1st Place: Xiuzhen Liu and Yi-Hua Tsia, UC Davis
● 2nd Place:  Lo-Wei Lin, UC Davis

Graduate Student Achievement Award:
● 1st Place: Peter Andrew, UC Davis
● 2nd Place: Jeremy MacMahon, UC Davis
● Tie for 3rd Place: Pedro Bernardino and Nicole McNabb, UC Davis

Awards
Undergraduate Student Travel Award:
● Winner: Audrey Luo, UC Davis

Congratulations to our 2023 
NorCal SOT Award winners for 
their hard work and dedication!

Outreach & Career Development Activities
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