
Goals

Out Toxicologists and Allies Special Interest 

Group supports the inclusion, promotion, 

retention, and professional development of the 

LGBT+ community in the field of toxicology.

The Out Toxicologists and Allies Special

Interest Group is established to support and

promote scientists who identify as lesbian,

gay, bisexual, transgender, and related

community members (LGBT+), and expand

the diversity and inclusivity initiatives of the

Society of Toxicology. Membership in OTA is

open to all SOT LGBT+ members as well as

allies who embrace diversity and promote

inclusiveness within the SOT. OTA

recognizes that individuals come from

diverse backgrounds and strives to be

supportive of all intersecting identities.

• Provide professional and social

development opportunities towards the

advancement of diversity and inclusion in

the toxicology workforce at all major SOT

events.

• Highlight the scientific achievements of

LGBT+ toxicologists as well as allies who

embrace diversity and promote

inclusiveness within the field of toxicology

each year through sponsored seminars

and awards.

• Serve as a leading organization for all

scientific groups in support of diversity

and inclusivity by building working

collaborations with SOT special interest

groups and external groups specifically

dedicated to supporting LGBT+

individuals in scientific fields.

Mission

LGBT+ Mentoring Webinar

Prior webinar: 4/13/2021
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Congratulations
to our award winners!

Dr. Andrij Holian

(U. Montana) for receiving our first ever

OTA Mentoring Award

Cody Schmidlin

(Eli Lilly) for receiving our

Postdoctoral Award  

Come have some fun at our

OTA RECEPTION
March 19, 2023 · 7:30-10pm ·

Martin’s BBQ

410 4th Ave South, Nashville

There, you can…

• Meet new 2022-2023 Officers, award 

winners, and other OTA members!

• Sneak peek at updates and goals for this 

upcoming 2023-2024 cycle

We thank ToxServices and Gradient for 

sponsoring our reception.

Have a great 

SOT 2023!

These awards applaud the scientific 

achievement and service contributing to 

championing the development of LGBT+ 

scientists

2023 SOT Events of Interest

Stay tuned for our next 2023 mentoring webinar!

Sunday, March 19th

Put Your Science Where Your Mouth Is: Practice Makes Progress in Effective Science 

Communication
1:15pm-5:00pm

Out Toxicologists and Allies Reception 7:30pm-10:00pm

Monday, March 20st

Tiny Tox Talk: Finding Common Ground: Applied Lessons from the SOT Science 

Communications Training on How Empathetic Science Communication Can Make 

Science More Welcoming for All

1:20pm-1:40pm

Playing with Fire: Human Exposure, Health Risks, and Safer Design of Flame 

Retardants
1:45pm-4:30pm

Joint Mentoring Event: BTSS, Mech, MSBSS, RASS, SCCTSS, and OTA 7:30pm-9:30pm

Tuesday, March 21st

How to Be an Active Ally and Upstander for Promoting an Inclusive Environment in 

Toxicology
8:00am - 10:45am

Tiny Tox Talk: Supporting Women in Toxicology: From Elementary to Graduate 

School and Beyond
10:40am-11:00am

Wednesday, March 22nd

A Day in the Life of an Industry Toxicologist 11:00am - 12:20pm

Tiny Tox Talk: Confronting Bias, Role of Gender in Scientific Communication and 

Mentorship
12:00pm-12:20pm

Tiny Tox Talk: Importance of Open Scientific Communications 2:40pm-3:00pm

We recognize and celebrate the achievements and activism of the LGBT+ community!

Highlights of LGBT+ Scientists in History (a few of the many)

Francis Bacon
1561-1626

Natural Philosopher

Father of Empiricism

Identified knowledge to 

be developed through 

sensory experience.

Openly homosexual 

throughout his career.

Alan Hart
1890-1962

Physician

Pioneer for using 

radiography for 

tuberculosis treatment.

One of the first 

transgender patients to 

undergo a hysterectomy.

Magnus

Hirschfeld
1868-1935

Physician and Sexologist

Founder of the Scientific-

Humanitarian Committee and 

the Institute for Sexual 

Science, providing 

counselling, treatment, 

sex ed, and gender 

affirmation surgeries.

Chanda Prescod-

Weinstein
Present

Cosmologist and Physicist

Research focused on Dark 

Matter: Cosmic Probes 

and Black feminist science 

studies. Writer of The 

Disordered Cosmos. 

Activist for Black LGBT+ in 

STEM

George 

Washington Carver
1864-1943

Agricultural Scientist

Championed and 

researched the use of 

crop rotation. First 

Black person to earn a 

B.S. degree. Speculated 

as bisexual by historians.

Louise Pearce
1885-1959

Pathologist

Developed treatment for 

the trypanosomiasis 

epidemic in Africa. 

Member of Heterodoxy, a 

feminist club for lesbian 

and bisexual women.

Rachel Carson
1907-1964

Marine Biologist

Author of Silent Spring

protesting against 

pesticide use in 

industries.

Historians found letters 

with Dorothy Freeman 

proclaiming their love. 

Ben Barres
1954-2017

Neurobiologist

Research focused on 

neuron-glial cell 

interactions. The first 

openly transgender 

scientist in the National 

Academy of Sciences.

Lauren Esposito
Present

Arachnologist

Assistant curator and 

Schlinger chair of 

Arachnology at the 

California Academy of 

Sciences. Co-founder of 

the 500 Queer Scientists 

network.

John Pham
Present

Molecular Biologist

Editor-in-Chief of Cell. 

Research focus in 

mechanisms of RNA 

splicing. Advocate for 

diversity in advisory boards. 

Represents LGBT+ and 

asian communities.

Welcome our Incoming

2023-2024 Executive Board!
Postdoctoral Rep

Lauren Walker

VP-Elect

Meg Whittaker

Councilor

Tracie R. Baker

Grad Student Rep

Joanna Woo

Thank you for an amazing SOT 2022!


