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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CHAPTER 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT: 2012-2013 
May 1, 2012 to April 30, 2013 

 
 
I.  Officers/Committees: 
Officers  2011-2012  2012-2013 
President: Karen Steinmetz Jeff Tepper 
Vice President:  Jeff Tepper Sushmita  Chanda 
Vice President-Elect: Sushmita Chanda Donna Dambach 
Secretary: Veronique Lauriault Amy Lambert 
Treasurer: Karen Riveles Amy Kim 
Past President Tao Wang Karen Steinmetz 
Councilors: Mark Fielden Luoping Zhang 

 
Luoping Zhang Caroline English 

PDA Representative: Matthew North Kathryn Page 
GSLC Representative:  Brandon Gaytan Marianna Stamou 
Student Representative Christopher Carosino Tami Swenson 

 
  Committees: 
  Nominating Committee Steve Dizio (Chair) Karen Steinmetz (Chair) 

Awards Committee Amy Kim (Chair) Luoping Zhang (Chair) 
K-12 Committee Toufan Parman (Chair) Toufan Parman (Chair) 
Preclinical Safety Group 

 
Dan Ness (chair) 

 
II. Activities: 
 
2013 SOT NorCal Annual Meeting Reception was held at Zinc Bistro in San Antonio on Tuesday 
March 12, from 7-10pm. At the reception Dr. Tepper announced the new Executive Committee and 
congratulated our Student Award winners. Approximately 120 people were in attendance.  
 
Post-doctoral Achievement Award: 
Kathryn Page, PhD, University of California, Berkeley 
Abstract Title: Genetic Variation of Iron Metabolism in Mice  
 
Graduate Student Achievement Award: 
Christopher Barnhart, University of California, Davis 
Abstract Title: Developmental PCB 95 exposure affects spatial memory in weanling mice  
 
Undergraduate Student Travel Award: 
Hiroko Irimagawa, 3rd Year in Molecular Toxicology major, UC Berkeley  
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Newsletters: Two newsletters were published, one in the Fall prior to the Fall Symposium and one 
in February prior to the annual SOT meeting.  The newsletter links were sent to all members and 
archived on the Northern California Regional Chapter SOT website. The newsletters captured 
summaries of past events and included information on upcoming NorCal events, national meetings 
and local job postings. 
 
Contributions to SOT website: Newsletters, SOT Chapter meeting announcements, letters  
from the Chapter president, employment announcements. 
 
Other Regional Chapter 2012-2013 Activities: 
In the beginning of the year the Chapter voted to ratify our Chapter Bylaws to codify the inclusion 
of student and post-doctoral representatives. 
 
On the 27th of September 2012, NorCal SOT hosted the 2012 Fall Symposium at the Genentech  
facility in South San Francisco. The theme of the symposium was “New Frontiers in Oncology 
Drug Development”.  Approximately 70 attendees from regional business, government and 
academia attended. The participants enjoyed eight speakers, half from industry and half from 
academia.  Our key note speaker was Laura Shawver PhD, CEO of Cleave Biosciences and Founder 
Clearity Foundation who discussed Applications of Genomic Profiling for Real Time Decisions in 
Cancer Treatment. Speakers and attendees engaged in lively discussions about the symposium 
topics over breakfast, lunch, and a wine and cheese reception graciously provided by our 12 
supporting sponsors. The always popular Lunch with an Expert event attracted graduate and 
undergraduate student to discuss various topics of interest with their toxicology mentors.   
 
On October 16 th, 2012 the Environmental Microbiology and Toxicology program at UC Santa  
Cruz hosted a NorCal SOT sponsored workshop, “Science PhD Career Preferences: Options for 
Toxicologists.”  The forum gave the students the opportunity to interact with and learn about the 
career preferences of professional toxicologists and scientists outside of academia. 
 
Jatinder Singh hosted the Nor Cal SOT preclinical safety group’s dinner symposium at Genentech 
in December 2012.  He presented a seminar entitled:  “Safety considerations for epigenetic targets". 
Jatinder discussed different types of therapeutic epigenetic modulation (DNA methylation and 
histone modification) and associated safety risks.  He also discussed innovative, practical strategies 
for assessing epigenomic modulation and safety risks in nonclinical and clinical studies. The 
meeting was well attended and enabled a lively discussion on how the current state of knowledge in 
this area can inform nonclinical strategies to enhance confidence in safety for epigenetic targets. 
 
During the Spring semester of 2013, NorCal supported the Practical Toxicology Course at 
University of California, Berkeley along with matching funds from National SOT.  The course 
focused on cutting-edge issues involving real-world toxicology in drug discovery, pesticide 
regulation, and stem cell research, etc. Many well-known toxicologists, regulators and consultants 
from pharmaceutical companies, chemical industries, private consulting firms, non-profit institutes, 
and federal and state regulatory agencies in the Bay Area were invited to present aspects of their 
daily work in class. Another aim of the class was to better prepare students for the real world by 
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using combined teaching/learning styles including lecture with discussion sections, site-visits, 
hands-on experience in a toxicology lab, and student group assignments or projects. 
 
Nor Cal SOT hosted a “Speed Mentoring” event on Wednesday, January 30th, 2013. With over 45 
attendees, it was a huge success. The atmosphere was energetic and fast-paced with approximately 
20 rotations of 4-minute discussions between mentors and mentees. Mentors represented 
toxicologists from Cal EPA, Genentech, ChemRisk, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, The Buck Institute, 
Children’s Hospital Oakland Research Institute, and more. 
 
This year’s K-12 activity was a half-day hands-on event focusing on the science of toxicology.  To 
improve the visibility of women in science, the target audience was 11-13 year old Girl Scouts. The 
event was held on Sunday April 7th , 2013 at Audubon Elementary School in Foster City.  
Approximately 40 students (2 Girls Scout troops) participated. The program brought the science of 
toxicology to these girls in a fun, safe, and interactive way, raising the student’s interest not only in 
science but also in the field of toxicology.  After the experiments were completed, the students 
wrote a one page report and submited the report to a toxicologist in order to receive a badge/patch. 
The event was partnered with the UC Berkeley undergraduate Toxicology Student Association 
(ToxSA).  ToxSA students and professional toxicologists helped present the experiments and 
addressed students and parents questions about the field of toxicology.  A secondary objective of the 
event was achieved by having the ToxSA students learn how to teach young girls the principles of 
toxicology.  Women in Toxicology Specialty Interest Group (WIT) assisted NorCal SOT in 
sponsoring the Girl Scout Event this year. 
 
The NorCal Spring Symposium was held at the South San Francisco Conference Center on April 
23rd, 2013.  For this meeting NorCal invited speakers on a variety of topics including seizurogenic 
chemical threat agents, risk assessment and cardiovascular function assessment.  Our keynote 
speaker was Dr. Judy Van de Water, Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, School of 
Medicine, UC Davis, who spoke on The Effects of Environmental Toxicants on Immune Function 
in Autism.  In addition, our postdoctoral and graduate student poster award winners gave talks 
summarizing the research presented at the National SOT meeting.  Ample opportunity was provided 
for the speakers and attendees to discuss the symposium topics over breakfast, lunch/poster session 
and a wine and cheese reception graciously provided by our 16 supporting sponsors. Again, Lunch 
with an Expert was a popular event among graduate and undergraduate students with plenty of 
mentors volunteered their time to discuss various topics of interest with the students and young 
professionals.   
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