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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CHAPTER OF SOT 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT: 2013-2014 
May 1, 2013 to April 30, 2014 

 
 
I.  Officers/Committees: 
Officers  2013-2014  

President: Sushmita Chanda  

Vice President:  Pamela Lein  

Vice President-Elect: Not applicable  

Secretary: Amy Lambert  

Treasurer: Toufan Parman  

Past President Jeff Tepper  

Councilors: Caroline English  

 Eric Harstad  

PDA Representative: Kathryn Page  

GSLC Representative:  Sandra Chang  

   
Committees:   
Nominating Committee Jeff Tepper  
Awards Committee Caroline English  
K-12 Committee Toufan Parman   
Preclinical Safety Group Jeff Tepper/ Dan Ness (Chair)  
 
II. Activities: 
This year NorCal SOT hosted a variety of events that included 2 symposia, student outreach and 
K-12 event, a brief description of which are listed below.  

1. NorCal SOT 2013 Fall Symposium on October 24th at SSF Conference Center 
 
The theme of the symposium was “ADME and its role in Toxicology”.  Approximately 110 
attendees from regional business, government and academia attended. The participants 
enjoyed six speakers (three from industry and three from academia).  Our keynote speaker 



 
Page 2 of 5, NorCal SOT Annual Report 
 
 

was Dan Nomura, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences and 
Toxicology, UC Berkeley, who discussed the "Chemoproteomic and Metabolomic Strategies 
for Drug Discovery and Toxicology".  Speakers and attendees engaged in lively discussions 
about the symposium topics over breakfast, lunch, and a wine and cheese reception provided 
by our 19 supporting Sponsors.  A special wine tasting event hosted by our member 
toxicologist, Andy Standeven, provided a wonderful opportunity for members to taste some 
of the fine local wines of California.  The always popular Lunch with an Expert event 
attracted graduate and undergraduate student to discuss various topics of interest with their 
toxicology mentors.   

 

2. 2014 SOT NorCal Annual Meeting Reception 
 

The reception was held at the Arrogant Butcher in Phoenix, AZ on March 25, from 7-10pm. 
At the reception Dr. Chanda announced the new Executive Committee and congratulated our 
Student Award winners. Approximately 150 people were in attendance. The student and post 
doc awards are listed below.  Of special note is the High school student award for her 
presentation at the SOT.   

 
NorCal SOT Post-doctoral Achievement Award  
Hua Shen, UC Berkeley, "Functional Genetic Screen in Human Haploid Cells to Identify 
Genes Involved in Susceptibility to Chemical Exposure."  Abstract Number 920 Poster 
Board -319 
 
NorCal SOT Graduate Student Achievement Award 
Chris Barnhart, UC Davis, "Dioxin-Like and Non-Dioxin-Like Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs) Modulate Basal and Activity-Dependent Dendritic Arborization in 
Primary Neuronal Cell Cultures."  Abstract Number/Poster Board number: 351 Poster 
Board -608  
 
NorCal SOT Undergraduate Student Travel Awards to Annual SOT Meeting 
 
Hiroko Irimagawa, UC Berkeley, "Genetic Variation of Iron Metabolism in Mice." 
Abstract Number: 1281 Poster Board -452 
 
Michele Lin, UC Berkeley, "Computational Analysis of the Combined Therapeutic 
Effects of Traditional Chinese Medicines and Western Therapeutics in Breast Cancer."   
Abstract Number 436 Poster Board -163  
 
High School Student Travel Award to Annual SOT Meeting (Charles River Labs 
sponsored) 
Isabel Arnould, Oak Ridge HS, El Dorado Hills and ToxiSan, "Prevalence of molds in 
residential indoor and outdoor environments in Northern California and its implication in 
health risk assessment." Abstract Number/Poster Board number: 1831m Poster Board -
180  
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3. Student Outreach 

  
NorCal SOT has been responding to student and postdoc requests for more information on 
toxicology careers in academia, industry, consulting, and government.  NorCal hosted 2 
mentoring events and supported student related educational efforts in the Bay Area. 

  
● On October 1st NorCal SOT along with support from National SOT successfully hosted 

another Speed Mentoring Event! The event at University of California, Davis featured 
multiple individual mentoring sessions with students paired up with professionals (in the 
format of speed dating) followed by a networking event. UC Davis students were able to 
connect and receive mentorship with professionals from all over the Bay Area to learn 
about the diverse career opportunities in government, academia, industry and consulting. 
With over 45 attendees, it was a huge success. The atmosphere was energetic and fast-
paced with approximately 20 rotations of 4-minute discussions between mentors and 
mentees. 

 
● On April 2nd NorCal hosted the event Careers in Toxicology: Panel Discussion and Mixer 

with Professionals at UC Davis. The event featured a panel of professionals with 
government, academic, consulting or industry careers discussing their jobs and their path 
in gaining their position. Approximately 100 students attended the event.  Students 
actively engaged in asking questions and raised concerns they had about their careers. 
The panel discussion was followed by a networking event for further discussion and 
mentorship. This was a great opportunity for students in toxicology to network and learn 
more about what options they have after graduation in the field of toxicology. The forum 
gave the students the opportunity to interact with and learn about the career preferences 
of professional toxicologists and scientists outside of academia. 

 
● During the Spring semester of 2014, NorCal supported the Practical Toxicology Course 

at University of California, Berkeley along with matching funds from National SOT.  The 
course focused on cutting-edge issues involving real-world toxicology in drug discovery, 
pesticide regulation, and stem cell research, etc. Many well-known toxicologists, 
regulators and consultants from pharmaceutical companies, chemical industries, private 
consulting firms, non-profit institutes, and federal and state regulatory agencies in the 
Bay Area were invited to present aspects of their daily work in class. Another aim of the 
class was to better prepare students for the real world by using combined 
teaching/learning styles including lecture with discussion sections, site-visits, hands-on 
experience in a toxicology lab, and student group assignments or projects. 

 
 
4. K-12 NorCal Event 

   
This year’s K-12 activity was a half-day hands-on event focusing on the science of 
toxicology.  To improve the visibility of women in science, the target audience was 11-13 
year old Girl Scouts. The event was held on April 6, 2014 at Audubon Elementary School in 
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Foster City.  Approximately 30 students participated. The program brought the science of 
toxicology to these girls in a fun, safe, and interactive way, raising the student’s interest not 
only in science but also in the field of toxicology.  After the experiments were completed, the 
students wrote a one page report and submitted the report to a toxicologist in order to receive 
a badge/patch. The event was partnered with the UC Berkeley undergraduate Toxicology 
Student Association (ToxSA).  ToxSA students and professional toxicologists helped present 
the experiments and addressed students and parents questions about the field of toxicology.  
A secondary objective of the event was achieved by having the ToxSA students learn how to 
teach young girls the principles of toxicology.  Thanks to National SOT for supporting this 
activity.  

 
5. NorCal SOT 2014 Spring Symposium on April 29th at David Brower Center, Berkeley 

 
Approximately 150 attendees from regional business, government and academia attended. 
The participants enjoyed six speakers, from industry and academia.  Our keynote speaker 
was Kevin Crofton PhD, Acting Deputy Director with the EPA National Center for 
Computational Toxicology, USEPA, RTP, NC. Dr. Crofton discussed ToxCast and screening 
for neurotoxicity.  Robert Tanguay, PhD of Oregon State University spoke about zebrafish as 
a screening model.  Dinah Misner, PhD, DABT, and Joe Arezzo, PhD addressed screening 
for drug abuse liability and the changing role of EEGs in drug screening.  Jacque Mignon 
PhD addressed in vitro safety profiling for drug candidates.  Cutting edge research was 
presented by Luke Lee, PhD who gave an overview of the use of organs on a chip technology 
for future screening assays.  In addition, our postdoctoral and graduate student poster award 
winners gave talks summarizing their research that was presented at the National SOT 
meeting.  Ample opportunity was provided for the speakers and attendees to discuss the 
symposium topics over breakfast, lunch/poster session and a reception graciously provided 
by our 21 supporting sponsors. Again, Lunch with an Expert was a popular event among 
graduate and undergraduate students with plenty of mentors volunteered their time to discuss 
various topics of interest with the students and young professionals.  

 
6. Other Activities: 
 
Preclinical Safety Dinner: Seventeen NorCal members with experience in the safety assessment 
of pharmaceuticals met for dinner at Sapore Italiano in Burlingame on December 4th.  In 
addition to informal networking, group discussions covered diverse topics ranging from 
strategies for species selection; the role of clinical pathology in short-term bioassays; evaluation 
of effector function for monoclonal antibodies; use of in vitro micronucleus for genotoxicity; and 
strategies for combining cardiovascular/pulmonary/CNS endpoints in a single safety 
pharmacology study.   There was very active participation by the attending members that 
represented large pharma, small biotech, CROs, consultants, and academia; all of whom brought 
a wealth of knowledge to discussion.  Additionally, the food was excellent. NorCal was happy to 
support appetizers and wine for the event. 
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NorCal supported the San Jose State Guest Speaker Forum, which took place in April 2014. 
Dr. Dinah Misner (Genentech) gave a talk on mechanistic understanding of an observation of 
drug-induced torsades de point in monkeys.  
 
 
Newsletters: Two newsletters were published, one in the Fall prior to the Fall Symposium and 
one in March prior to the annual SOT meeting.  The newsletter links were sent to all members 
and archived on the Northern California Regional Chapter SOT website. The newsletters 
captured summaries of past events and included information on upcoming NorCal events, short 
scientific articles, national meeting announcements and local job postings. 
 
Contributions to SOT website: Newsletters, SOT Chapter meeting announcements, letters  
from the Chapter president, employment announcements. 
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