
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CHAPTER 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT: 2015-2016 

May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016 

 

I.  Officers/Committees: 

Officers  2014-2015 2015-2016 

President: Pamela Lein Eric Harstad  

Vice President:  Eric Harstad Toufan Parman 

Vice President-Elect: Toufan Parman Doris Zane 

Secretary: Doris Zane Howard Stock 

Treasurer: Joanne Caroline English Julie Rider 

Past President Sushmita Chanda Pamela Lein 

Councilors: Joanne Birkebak Joanne Birkebak 

 Lolita Boyd Lolita Boyd 

PDA Representative: Galen William Miller Hanjiang Zhu 

GSLC Representative:  Ray Zhang  Ray Zhang 

 

Committees:  

K-12 Committee Toufan Parman and Doris Zane 

Preclinical Safety Committee Jeff Tepper 

 

II. Activities: 

 

2016 SOT Annual Meeting Reception 
The NorCal SOT Reception was held in New Orleans, LA on March 15, 2016 from 7:30 – 10:30 

pm at the Pat O's on the River, Grande Terrace, 600 Decatur Street, 3rd Floor of Jackson Brewery, 

New Orleans, LA 70130. Approximately 150 people were in attendance. During the reception, Eric 

Harstad announced the new Executive Committee and congratulated our Student Award winners, 

whom are listed below.   

 

Graduate Student Achievement Award  
Kyla Walter (University of California, Davis)  

Abstract: “Identification of Molecular, Cellular and Behavioral Endpoints Associated with 

Developmental Hyperthyroidism and Hypothyroidism in Larval Zebrafish”  

 

Postdoctoral Achievement Award  
Kimberly Keil (University of California, Davis)  

Abstract: “DNA Methylation as a Mediator of Hexachloropiphenyl (PCB95) Induced Dendritic 

Arborization”  

 

Undergraduate Student Travel Award 
Joey Chiang (University of California, Berkeley) 

Emily Hamilton (University of California, San Francisco) 

Kevin Zhang (University of California, Berkeley) 



 

Newsletters: Two newsletters were published, one in October 2015 prior to the Fall Symposium 

and one in June 2016. The newsletter links were sent to all members via email and archived on the 

Northern California Regional Chapter SOT website. The newsletters captured summaries of past 

events and included information on upcoming NorCal SOT events, short scientific articles, national 

meeting announcements and local job postings. 

 

Contributions to SOT website: Newsletters, NorCal SOT Chapter meeting announcements, letters 

from the Chapter president, employment announcements. 

 

Other Regional Chapter 2014-2015 Activities:  

In 2015-2016, NorCal SOT hosted or sponsored a variety of events, including 2 symposia, student 

outreach and K-12 events, and preclinical safety dinners. A brief description of these is provided 

below.  

 

1. On October 22, 2015, NorCal SOT hosted the 2015 Fall Symposium at the South San 

Francisco Conference Center titled “A Tale of Two Fields: Reproductive & Juvenile 

Toxicity, and Public Health & Risk Assessment.”.  As such, the symposium included an 

outstanding panel of speakers who addressed diverse topics ranging from the current topics 

in reproductive and postnatal toxicity assessments, including emerging needs for juvenile 

toxicity testing, to California’s environmental risk assessment strategies. Of note, this 

meeting was especially meaningful as a tribute to George Alexeeff and his broad professional 

and personal impact on our discipline.  We welcomed 120 registered attendees from regional 

business, government and academia. Over the lunch hour, we had a strong turnout of mentors 

and mentees for our popular “Lunch with an Expert” event with conversations continuing 

after the meeting. Our featured speakers and their topics are listed below:   

 

 Identifying toxicity in the adult reproductive system:  important considerations for 

interpreting male and female specific endpoints: Dianne Creasy,PhD, DipRCPath 

(Tox), FRCPath, Dianne Creasy Consulting LLC. 

 Current State and Future of Reproductive and Developmental Toxicity Testing: 

Alan M. Hoberman, PhD, DABT, Fellow ATS, Executive Director of Global 

Developmental, Reproductive and Juvenile Toxicology, Charles River Laboratories 

 Juvenile Animal Studies to Support Pediatric Drug Development:  How, why, 

what? LaRonda L. Morford, PhD, Senior Research Advisor, Toxicology, Eli Lilly 

 CalEnviroScreen: A Tool for Evaluating California Communities: John Faust, PhD, 

Chief of the Community Assessment and Research, OEHHA 

 Approaches to Including Sensitive Subpopulations in Risk Assessment: Melanie A. 

Marty, PhD, Acting Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, OEHHA 

 California’s Public Health Goal for Perchlorate in Drinking Water: Elaine Khan, 

PhD, Chief of the Water Toxicology Section, OEHHA 

 

2. On April 26, 2016, NorCal SOT hosted the 2016 Spring Symposium at SRI International in 

Menlo Park, CA titled “ADC’s and Immunotoxicity”.   Similar to the fall symposium, this 

event included thought leaders who brought impactful topics to our forum from diverse 

perspectives including industry, academia, and government.  Importantly, our postdoctoral 



and graduate student award winners kindly presented their research.  We welcomed 140 

registered attendees from regional business, government and academia. Our featured 

speakers and their topics are listed below:   

 

 Key Considerations for Preclinical Safety Assessment of ADCs: Mary Jane Masson 

Hinrichs, B.Sc., Ph.D., MedImmune. 

 Drug-Drug Interaction Assessment of ADCs: Guy Webber, BSc, MSc, Envigo  

 DNA Methylation As A Mediator Of 2,2',3,5',6-Hexachlorobiphenyl (PCB 95) 

Induced Dendritic Arborization: Kimberly Keil, UC Davis (Postdoctoral Achievement 

Award)  

 Challenges and Approaches in the Early Stages of Antibody Drug Conjugate 

Development: Navigating the Perilous Waters: Chris Frantz, PhD, DABT,  

Genentech  

 Development of Mechanical Bonds to Rapidly Functionalize Therapeutic 

Monoclonal Antibodies: John Charles Williams, City of Hope  

 Identification of Molecular, Cellular and Behavioral Endpoints Associated with 

Developmental Hyperthyroidism and Hypothyroidism in Larval Zebrafish: Kyla 

Walter – UC Davis (Graduate Student Achievement Award) 

 Epigenetic and novel regulatory pathways in determining immune response to air 

pollutants: David Diaz-Sanchez, PhD, FDA 

 The Pig-a gene mutation assay: current status of development and regulatory 

acceptance: Robert H. Heflich, PhD, Director, Division of Genetic and Molecular 

Toxicology, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, National Center for Toxicological 

Research 

 

The presentations in both symposia were all excellent examples of cutting edge science across 

many areas of our toxicology discipline that provided updates on new regulatory issues.  Each 

was well received based on lively Q&A and subsequent speaker engagement.  Over the lunch 

hour, we had a strong turnout of mentors and mentees for our popular “Lunch with an Expert” 

event with conversations continuing after the meeting. 

 

3. Student outreach 

 

NorCal SOT has been responding to requests from undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral 

trainees for more information on toxicology careers in academia, industry, consulting, and 

government. In addition, NorCal SOT continues to support younger students with K-12 

outreach activities.  To address this need, NorCal continued our tradition of hosting university 

career mentoring events and focused outreach to K-8 and high school students geared towards 

emerging scientists in the Bay Area.  Details are listed below: 

 

 On October 24, 2015, NorCal SOT hosted activities at the Science Festival 2015 - 

Discovery Day at Cal State East Bay. Several hundred students (K-12) participated in 

the Science Festival. Approximately 50+ activities were available at the Science Festival 

(including Chemistry Magic Show, Observe the Sun and Moon with a Telescope, 

Mathematics Puzzles, Creepy Critter Spooktacular, Computer Science for Fun, Potpourri 

of Physics, Health Screenings, and a Robot Zoo), with demonstrations, experiments, 



hands-on-activities, exhibits, lectures and much more. Special thanks to Andrew 

Campbell for helping to coordinate this event. 

 

 In October, NorCal SOT started a mentoring program with San Mateo High School’s 

(SMH) Technology Laboratory. Lily Qian (a Senior SMH student) is currently being 

mentored by Mr. Ed Riccio (SRI International) and Dr. Toufan Parman to conduct basic 

research at this high school’s technology laboratory.  Lily’s project is to determine the 

mutagenic potential of the Chinese herbal medicine Rhizoma Phragmitis in plant liquid 

extract and granule forms using the Ames test. The plan is to have Lily present a poster at 

the next year’s SOT annual meeting.  We hope that next year we can expand this program 

to more than one student. 

 

 On Thursday, November 19, 2015, NorCal SOT hosted a career mentoring event at The 

Berkeley Faculty Club on the UC Berkeley campus. The event was a conscious effort to 

bring more career events to Bay Area universities in order to facilitate access for the 

student and postdoc populations as well as working professionals in the region. 

Participants enjoyed good food and wine while mentors offered perspectives on their 

careers and the important decisions that brought them to where they are now. Mentors 

represented companies such as Genentech, Clorox, Gilead and CalEPA-OEHHA.  

 

 On May 1
st
, the Pharmacology and Toxicology (PTX) Graduate group at UC Davis 

inaugurated a local annual retreat for their students and faculty that centered on scientific 

exploration in the fields of pharmacology and toxicology through seminars and group 

activities.  This is an extension of a long tradition at UC Davis ensuring student success 

through mentorship and guidance from faculty members.   NorCal SOT also continued our 

student outreach with UC Davis by financial sponsorship to facilitate student attendance.  

Approximately 40 students and mentors attended the event, where two keynote speakers 

(below) shared career strategies.  Most students gave short presentations of their data, 

including an award for best presentation at the conclusion.  Overall, this event was well 

received by students and faculty such that they are planning a 2
nd

 annual event next year.   

 

· Shannon Murphy, PhD, Associate Toxicologist, OEHHA Cal EPA: “Navigating 

Graduate School and Beyond: Honing Your Barometer for Successful Decision 

Making” 

· Heike Wulff, PhD, Professor of Pharmacology, UC Davis: “My Career Planning, or 

Lack Thereof” 

 

 On Saturday, April 23, 2016, NorCal SOT hosted its annual Girl Scout Event in partnership 

with Berkeley Undergraduate Student Association (ToxSa). This event was held at the 

Audubon Elementary School in Foster City, CA from 8AM-12pm, and approximately 30 

students and 4 ToxSa students participated.  Toxicologists from NorCal Chapter 

membership were also present.  Drs. Toufan Parman and Doris Zane organized the event, 

which included toxicological experiments designed for grades K-5. The experiments in this 

half-day event focused on teaching the following concepts: dose-response, acid rain, 

household hazards, lipid bilayer, pH, absorption, distribution and metabolism. 

 



4. Preclinical Drug Safety Group  

 

NorCal SOT provides support for forums where scientists engaged in toxicology-related 

research and industry can discuss issues and current advances in their specific fields. NorCal 

SOT supported 3 Preclinical Safety Group meetings this year (9/1/2015, 12/3/2015 and 

2/18/2016).  Meetings are held at Chalet Ticino in Foster City, and included approximately 20-

25 NorCal SOT members and guests.  After informal networking over wine and appetizers, 

dinner was served during a short presentation and discussion with the speaker.  Each event was 

a lively discussion where scientists could learn and disseminate experience across organizations.  

Details of each are listed below:   

 

 September 1
st
, 2015, Dr. Kathila Rajapaksa, Scientist at Genentech, “It’s a mAb, mAb, 

mAb World” The discussion topic focused on post translational modifications for 

monoclonal antibodies.  Basically, what types of modification are observed during 

development, which have biological/DMPK ramifications, and 

what preclinical strategies are pragmatic in managing these CMC issues 

 

 December 3
rd

, 2015 Dr. Robert Parker, Director of Developmental and Reproductive 

Toxicology at Envigo,  “Dealing with Juvenile Problems” The discussion focused on 

hot topics in Reproductive and Juvenile toxicity 

 

 February 18
th
, 2016, Dr. Jacobson-Kram, who served as the Associate Director of 

Pharmacology and Toxicology in FDA’s Office of New Drugs and chair of the eCAC.  

Dr. Jacobson-Kram has retired from the FDA and is currently a drug development 

consultant, so he was free to answer a wide range of questions regarding his time at the 

FDA.  The evening’s discussion focused on hot topics in in vitro gene toxicity testing 

and the use of transgenic mice in carcinogenicity studies; however, topics of all kinds 

came up during the discussion.  

 

5. Other activities 

 

 NorCal supported the San Jose State University MBT (Masters of Biotechnology)-SOT 

Seminar which took place on March 21
st
, 2016.  Eric Harstad (NorCal RC President) 

presented, “Identification and Elimination of Off-Target Cardiovascular Risks in Drug 

Discovery:  A Case Study from a Small Molecule Research Team” and co-led a student 

networking session with student attendees from SJSU and Cal State East Bay.   

 

 On April 2
nd

, 2016, NorCal SOT awarded the NorCal SOT Science Project Award to 

students competing in the Synopsis Sacramento STEM Fair (SacSTEM) held at 

American River College in Sacramento. The SacSTEM fair is primarily sponsored by 

the Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG), the California 

Association of Professional Scientists (CAPS), Intel, and Sacremento Municipal Utility 

District (SMUD). Over 450 students competed in Junior (6th-8th grade) and Senior (9th-

12th grade) divisions for awards and prizes. Fair participants are drawn from schools in 

Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, San Joaquin, Yolo, Yuba, Sutter, Solano and Amador 

counties. NorCal SOT Science Project Awards were given to the best project in the 



Senior division ($150 + certificate) and in the Junior division ($100 + certificate) that 

illustrate applications of the principles of Toxicology. In addition, projects which 

included toxicological principles in their study received honorable mention certificates. 

The winners in the Senior Division were Alexis Dahley, Jessica Sanchez and Sukhman 

Sidhu from Antelope High School for their project “Fungicide Resistance to 

Colletotrichum acutatum Isolates from Strawberries Grown in California” The winner in 

the Junior Division was Kayla Rabey from Brookfield School in Sacramento for her 

project ““Effects of Plastics on Plants and Their Growth”. 

 

6. SOT NorCal Chapter Annual Financial Report (2015-2016) as of 31 May 2016 

 

The Chapter’s net assets at the beginning of the 2015 - 2016 fiscal year were $34,086.  As of 31 

May 2016, the net assets were $44,284, an excess of $10,198 from the beginning of the year.  Please 

note the SOT HQ June 2016 financial documents that cover the final month of the fiscal year are not 

yet available.  Key income and expenses for the first eleven months of the 2014-2015 year are listed 

in Table 1. 
 

Table 1  NorCal Chapter Financials for First 11 Months of Fiscal Year (as of 31 May 2015) 

 

 
Income 

           Donations 50,450 

          Dues 5,150 

          Other 400 

          Registration (Spring) 1,910 

          Registration (Fall) 3,655 

Total Income 61,565 

  Expenses   

         Meeting (Spring)   16,554  

         Meeting (Fall)   15,655  

         Meeting (Reception/Awards)   14,139  

         Student Outreach (K-12)   904  

         Student Outreach (Undergraduate)   2,335  

         Other (Meeting)  381  

         Other (Miscellaneous) 1398 

Total Expense   51,367  

    

Excess (Deficiency) of    

          Revenue over Expenses  10,198 

    

Net Assets Beginning of Year   34,086 

    

Net Assets End of Year  (as of 31 May)  44,284 


