
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CHAPTER 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT: 2016-2017 

May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017 

 

I.  Officers/Committees: 

Officers _ 2015-2016 2016-2017 

President: Eric Harstad Toufan Parman  

Vice President:  Toufan Parman Doris Zane 

Vice President-Elect: Doris Zane Kathryn Page 

Secretary: Howard Stock Howard Stock 

Treasurer: Julie Rider Julie Rider 

Past President Pam Lein Eric Harstad 

Councilors: Joanne Birkebak Joanne Birkebak 

 Lolita Boyd Rodney Prell 

PDA Representative: Hanjiang Zhu Suren Bandara 

GSLC Representative:  Rui Zhang  Samantha Faber 

 

Committees:  

K-12 Committee Toufan Parman and Doris Zane 

Preclinical Safety Committee Jeff Tepper 

 

II. Activities: 
 

2017 SOT Annual Meeting Reception 
The NorCal SOT Reception was held in Baltimore, MD on March 14, 2017 from 7:30 – 10:30 

pm at the Tir Na Nog Irish Bar and Grill located at 201 E Pratt St, Baltimore, MD 21202.  

Approximately 200 people were in attendance. During the reception, Toufan Parman announced 

the new Executive Committee and congratulated our Student Award winners, who are listed 

below.   

 

Undergraduate Student Travel Award 

Margaret Xaio and Samantha Wong (University of California, Berkeley) 

Abstract: “A Traditional Chinese Medicine, on Coronary Heart Disease and Analysis of Potential 

Polypharmacy Interactions with Western Medications” 

 

Graduate Student Achievement Award  

First Place: Rosa Chan (UC San Francisco)  

Abstract: “Examining the Role of Mrp3, Mrp4 and Bsep Inhibition Individually And 

Synergistically And Their Relationship With DILI”  



 

Finalists:  Brad Hobson (UC Davis) and Rose Marie de la Rosa (UC Berkeley) 

  
Postdoctoral Achievement Award  

First Place: Marianna Stamou (ETH Zurich) 

Abstract: “Quantitative Proteomic Analysis of Human Liver Cells Exposed to Cyproconazole 

suggest Complex Mechanisms Underlying the Observed Lipid Accumulation”  

  

Second Place: Kimberly Keil (UC Davis)  

Abstract: “Primary Hippocampal Neurons Derived from Female Mice Are More Sensitive to the 

Dendrite Promoting Activity of 2,2',3,5',6-Hexachlorobiphenyl (PCB 95) than Neurons from 

Male Mice” 

 

Thirds Place: Sangsuda Supsai (UC Davis) 

Abstract: “Persistent Neuropathology in Rat Model of Acute OP Intoxication” 

 

Newsletters: Two newsletters were published, one in September 2016 prior to the Fall 

Symposium and one in May 2017 prior to the Spring Symposium. The newsletter links were sent 

to all members via email and archived on the Northern California Regional Chapter SOT 

website. The newsletters captured summaries of past events and included information on 

upcoming NorCal SOT events, short scientific articles, national meeting announcements and 

local job postings. 

 

Contributions to SOT website: Newsletters, NorCal SOT Chapter meeting announcements, 

letters from the Chapter president, employment announcements. 

 

Other Regional Chapter 2016-2017 Activities:  

In 2016-2017, NorCal SOT hosted or sponsored a variety of events, including 2 symposia, 

student outreach and K-12 events.  A brief description of these is provided below:  

 

1. On October 18, 2016, NorCal SOT hosted the 2016 Fall Symposium at the South San 

Francisco Conference Center titled “Heart & Soul…and Bugs: A Look at Cardiovascular Safety 
Pharmacology and Infectious Disease.”  As such, the symposium included an outstanding 

panel of speakers who addressed diverse topics ranging from the current topics in infectious 

disease, and cardiovascular toxicity.  We welcomed 100 registered attendees from regional 

business, government and academia. Over the lunch hour, we had a strong turnout of mentors 

and mentees for our popular “Lunch with an Expert” event with conversations continuing 

after the meeting.  Our featured speakers and their topics are listed below:   

 

● Examining Drug Candidates for Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension: Ups and Downs 

of Multiple Animal Models Liomar Neves, PhD, Senior Scientist, CorDynamics, Inc. 

● Cardiovascular Assessments in Cynomolgus Monkey Using Implantable and 

Jacketed Telemetry in Social Housing  Steve Tichenor, Ph.D., Senior Research 

Scientist, Toxicology, Charles River Laboratories 



● Multimodal Cardiotoxicity Screening in Drug Discovery and Development Using 

Human Stem Cell-derived Cardiomyocytes Mathew Brock, PhD., Scientific Manager, 

Investigative Toxicology, Safety Assessment, Genentech 

● Environmental Surface Disinfection in Infection Control & Prevention Lori Strazdas, 

MPH, Public Health Liaison, The Clorox Company 

● Rapid Antibody Discovery for Infectious Diseases Lee Swem, PhD, Vice President, 

Head of Research, Achaogen 

● Agents for Shield Leigh Ann Burns-Naas, PhD, DABT, Vice President, Drug Safety 

Evaluation, Gilead Sciences 

 

2. On May 6, 2017, NorCal SOT hosted the 2017 Spring Symposium at the South San 

Francisco Conference Center titled “Combination Therapy: Fundamentals, Advances & Case 
Studies.”  This symposium was held in collaboration with Pharmaceutical and Biosciences 

Society (PBSS).  Similar to the fall symposium, this event included leaders who brought 

impactful topics to our forum from diverse perspectives including industry, academia, and 

government.  Importantly, our graduate student award winners kindly presented her research.  

Two of our sponsors also presented their work in a short platform talk.  We welcomed 200 

registered attendees from regional business, government and academia. Our featured 

speakers and their topics are listed below:   

 

● Introduction to the Preclinical Development of Combination Therapies 

Joseph Francisco, CRL. 

● Safety Assessment of Combination Therapeutic Agents: Regulatory Guidance and 

Expectations Philip Gatti, FDA (Teleconference) 

● Addressing The Challenges With The Discovery of Combination Peptide Paul 

Feldman, Intarcia 

● Challenges and solutions in the development of multi-analyte bioanalytical methods, 

Jonathan Wang, Genentech  

● Manufacturing and Patient Administration Considerations for the Development of 

an Ocular Combination Therapy Lynn Genarro, Genentech 

● Evaluation of DILI Predictive Hypotheses in Early Drug Development Rosa Chan, 

UCSF (First Place: Graduate Student Achievement Award) 

● Combination Toxicity Study of 2 Approved Cardiovascular Drugs Anne Chester, 

Gilead 

● Combination Drug Applications: Nonclinical Reviewer Perspectives, Jessica Hawes, 

FDA 

● Antibody-Drug Conjugates for the Treatment of Cancer Thomas Pillow, Genentech 

 

The presentations in both symposia were all excellent examples of cutting edge science across 

many areas of our toxicology discipline that provided updates on various scientific related issues.  

Each was well received based on lively Q&A and subsequent speaker engagement.  Over the 

lunch hour, we had a strong turnout of mentors and mentees for our popular “Lunch with an 

Expert” event with conversations continuing after the meeting. 

 

3. Student outreach 

 



NorCal SOT has been responding to requests from undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral 

trainees for more information on toxicology careers in academia, industry, consulting, and 

government.  In addition, NorCal SOT continues to support younger students with K-12 

outreach activities.  To address this need, NorCal continued our tradition of hosting 

university career mentoring events and focused outreach to K-8 and high school students 

geared towards emerging scientists in the Bay Area.  Details are listed below: 

 

● On Thursday, March 23, 2017, Drs. Doris Zane and Kathryn Page participated in the 

Biotech Symposium at Carlmont High School.  The day started with a Keynote Speech 

by Rob Mercado, Senior Director of Cloud Products with SalesForce on the impact of 

technology and relating that to biotechnology and actions that the students could embark 

on.  There were 44 students in the Biotech Institute (BTI).  This was the second semester 

in BTI and they were all sophomores aged 15 to 16 years.  The students had 3 core 

classes as part of the BTI which include Social Studies, English, and Biotech I/II.  The 

BTI is modeled after Academy Programs throughout the state which have strong 

partnership between industry and education.  During session 1, Drs. Zane and Page met 

with groups of 4+ students for an informal discussion on career, educational background, 

job description, and pros/cons of the field.  Session 2 focused on a group project to raise 

awareness surrounding aspects of genetic engineering that have affected their lives. 

 

● In October, NorCal SOT started a mentoring program with San Mateo High School’s 

(SMH) Technology Laboratory. Two Students (Senior SMH students) were mentored 

by Mr. Ed Riccio (SRI International) and Dr. Toufan Parman to conduct basic research at 

this high school’s technology laboratory. The Project is to determine the mutagenic 

potential of a herbicide using the Ames test.  We hope that next year we can offer this 

program to another 2 student. 

 

● On March 25, 2017 NorCal SOT awarded the NorCal SOT Science Project Award to 

students competing in the Sacramento Regional STEM Fair (SacSTEM) fair held at 

American River College in Sacramento.  The SacSTEM fair is primarily sponsored by the 

Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG), the California Association of 

Profession Scientists (CAPS), Intel, and SMUD.  Over 250 students competed in Junior 

(6th-8th grade) and Senior (9th-12th grade) divisions for awards and prizes.  Fair 

participants are drawn from schools in Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, San Joaquin, 

Yolo, Yuba, Sutter, Solano, and Amador counties.  NorCal SOT Science Project Awards 

were given to the best project in the Senior division ($150 + certificate) and in the Junior 

division ($100 + certificate) that illustrate applications of the principles of Toxicology.  

In addition, projects which included toxicological principles in their study received 

honorable mention certificates.  The winners in the Senior Division were Sabrina 

Yarzada and Raihana Yarzada from the Sacramento School of Engineering and Sciences 

for their project “Inseparable”.  The winners in the Junior Division were Nidhi Dontha 

and Mariela Shah-Moralez from Sutter Middle School in Folsom for their project 

“Around the petri-dish: testing the efficacy of anti-bacterial agents”.  The judging panel 

included Dr. Norman Kado, a Staff Toxicologist at the California Air Resources Board 

and Adjunct Professor of Environmental Toxicology at UC Davis, and Dr. Jimmy 

Sparrow, a Staff Toxicologist at the Department of Toxics Substances Control.  



Additional details regarding this year’s award winners and the honorable mention 

winners are as follows.  

● On Thursday, September 22, 2016, a number of NorCal SOT members graciously came 

to UC Davis to offer their stories on toxicological career exploration and advice on how 

to successfully transition into an industrial, government, consulting, and/or academic 

environment.  The members sat on a career panel with professionals from different areas 

of toxicology for graduate and postdoctoral students to ask questions and become familiar 

with the various career paths available to them as aspiring toxicologists.  Following the 

career panel, a social mixer provided time for students to network and ask more in depth 

questions 

 

● NorCal supported the San Jose State University MBT (Masters of Biotechnology)-

SOT Seminar which took place on April of 2017.  Toufan Parman (NorCal RC 

President) presented, “A Survey on Drug Development” and co-led a student 

networking session with student attendees from SJSU and Cal State East Bay.   

 

4. SOT NorCal Chapter Annual Financial Report (2016-2017) as of 31 May 2017 

 

The Chapter’s net assets at the beginning of 2016-2017 fiscal year were $43,575. As of 31 May 

2017, the net assets were $50,240.00, an excess of $6,666 from the beginning of the year. 

Please note the SOT HQ June 2017 financial documents that cover the final month of the fiscal 

year are not yet available. 

 

Key income and expenses for the first eleven months of the 2016-2017 year are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1  NorCal Chapter Financials for First 11 Months of Fiscal Year (as of 31 May 2017) 

 

Income  

          Donations 50,049 

          Dues 5,300 

          Other 45 

          Registration (Spring) 2,100 

          Registration (Fall) 2,170 

Total Income 59,664 

  

Expenses   

         Meeting (Spring)   22,461  

         Meeting (Fall)   15,976  

         Meeting (Reception/Awards)   13,080  

         Student Outreach (K-12)   150  

         Student Outreach (Undergraduate)   1,014 

         Other (Meeting) 317  

         Other (Miscellaneous) 0 



Total Expense   52,998  

    

Excess (Deficiency) of    

          Revenue over Expenses  6,666 

    

Net Assets Beginning of Year   43,575 

    

Net Assets End of Year  (as of 31 May)  50,240 

 

 

 

 


