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Greetings to Northern California Toxicologists
Planning is underway for another year of activities for the Northern California Chapter of

the Society of Toxicology.  This year we had a joint reception with the UC Davis alumni at the
SOT meeting in Nashville; a scientific meeting focused on Bioterrorism in Berkeley in May
(jointly with the Society for Risk Analysis); and a dinner meeting in Walnut Creek in October,
with two stimulating speakers on The Effects of Animal Rights Activism on Research.  We’ve
also been working with the national SOT on formal reactivation of the NorCal chapter.  This
allows membership information to be accessed at the SOT website, chapter dues to be paid with
national SOT dues, and our newsletters to be posted on the SOT website.  Another benefit is
online access by local chapter members to our chapter member information on the SOT website
(see www.toxicology.org/memberservices/regionalchapter/ncal/index.htm). 

For 2003, more social and scientific activities are being planned for NorCal toxicologists.
We’ll have another reception at the SOT meeting jointly with UC Davis, and progress is
underway to plan at least two scientific meetings this year, probably in May and October.  We
also need to hold elections for selected new chapter officers.  

We welcome your participation in these or other potential chapter activities.  Chapter
membership is open to all interested persons, and membership in the national society is not
required. 

Please feel free to email or call me to discuss activities you think our chapter should be
doing, and feel free to forward this newsletter to anyone who you think would enjoy
participating in our local toxicology-related activities.

Bob Howd, President
Northern California Chapter of the Society of Toxicology
Email:  bhowd@aol.com.  Phone (days): 510 622-3168

________________________

Please join us at the 42nd Annual Meeting of the Society of Toxicology,
Salt Lake City, Utah, March 9-14, 2003

NorCal SOT – UC Davis Joint Reception 
Tuesday, March 11, 6:00-7:30 pm in Salon C at the Marriott Downtown

Travel Awards Available for Students
Graduate and Postdoctoral students are encouraged to apply

Deadline:  January 15, 2003
Student support generously provided by donations from Comparative Biosciences, Inc.,

Covance Laboratories, Inc., and Northview Pacific Laboratories, Inc.
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Details on Student Travel Awards:  The NorCal Chapter plans to award two $250 travel
stipends this year for students attending the SOT Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah.  To
apply, students must:

1. Provide a copy of submitted poster abstract or presentation-extended abstract.
2. Provide contact information including address, phone number, and e-mail.
3. Submit signed letter by principal investigator verifying trainee status and enumerating

other sources of funding available for travel.
4. Be a current member of NorCal Chapter; SOT national membership not required.  

Applications will be judged according to scientific merit and financial need.  Student winners
will be introduced at the NorCal–UC Davis Reception and will be invited to present an
overview of their research in a future Chapter meeting.  Send materials listed above to:

Bob Howd, NorCal Chapter President
1035 Belvedere Lane

San Jose, California, 95129
_________________________

Student membership in NorCal SOT requires:
• Student is currently enrolled in a graduate program in the NorCal Chapter’s area
• Postdoctoral Fellow is currently holding a recognized trainee position
• Annual membership fee of $10.00; application available online at

http://www.toxicology.org/memberservices/regionalchapter/ncal/index.htm
or contact Sanjay Chanda at Schanda@neurogesx.com

_________________________

Chapter Participates in UC Berkeley Science Careers Night
Chapter Treasurer Deborah Novicki speaks with enthusiastic undergraduates

On 29 October, I had the distinct pleasure of participating in “Science Careers Night” at the
MLK Student Union on the UC Berkeley Campus.  The purpose of this evening was to provide
UC Berkeley science students with access to Bay Area scientists representing a wide variety of
careers.  I represented mainly toxicology from the biotech/pharma viewpoint, and met several
other professionals, including one from the military who heads a blood screening program, an
environmental toxicologist, and a bio-informatics specialist.  Fifteen stations were manned by
1-2 scientists, and about 75 students participated, moving from station to station.  

The many students who stopped by my table to talk were very interested in what my job is
like; what kind of training was required; whether good jobs were available without an advanced
degree; how I felt about research using animals; whether internships were available; and how
my work contributes to human health – many good questions, and much enthusiasm!

Having the opportunity to talk with these students reminded me how much I enjoy my job
at Chiron, and toxicology in general, which can get lost in the mundane daily duties.  This
simple act of mentoring made me feel very good, and I would encourage others to participate, if
they get the chance.  Many thanks to Shelly Brown DuTeaux for passing along the word about
this program, and to the UC Berkeley staff and students for a memorable evening!

http://www.toxicology.org/memberservices/regionalchapter/ncal/index.htm


3

Note: an electronic version of “Careers in Toxicology” is available on the SOT website
(www.toxicology.org).  This is a great tool for encouraging young men and women to consider a career
in toxicology.

_____________________

Outreach Opportunity Available!
E-mentors Needed for Middle School Science Students

You are encouraged to volunteer as a “Science Buddy,” an online mentoring program for
students designed to encourage participation in science fairs.  Often, overcrowded classrooms
or tight schedules leave teachers and parents with little extra time to encourage young people’s
involvement in science education and science fairs.  Science Buddies provides a hands-on
approach to science outreach and places you in a position to act as a role model for middle and
high school students.  

Science Buddies recruits high school “Mentors” to help middle school “Investigators”
complete science fair projects.  Science Buddies also provide a professional scientist or
engineer as an “Advisor” for each student team.  Advisors help students by:

• Sharing an understanding of the scientific method
• Providing data and information about the topic the students are exploring
• Improving their research and problem-solving skills
• Strengthening their writing ability
• Developing a greater enthusiasm for science

NorCal chapter members who would like more information and might wish to become a
Science Buddy should contact Program Director Gina Han at gina@sciencebuddies.org.

_______________________

Summary of Chapter Scientific Meetings in 2002

Bioterrorism Symposium May 22, presented jointly by NorCal chapters of SOT
and SRA at H’s Lordships in Berkeley.  

Dr. Dennis Paustenbach of Exponent discussed types of chemical and biological weapons,
potential delivery methods, and extent of damage.  Dr. Raymond Neutra of the California
Department of Health Services discussed the contribution of occupational and environmental
health professionals in responding to contaminating terrorist actions.  Ms. Karen Folks of
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory discussed a risk-based decontamination decision framework
that can be used following a chemical or biological warfare attack.  Dr. Tina Carlsen of
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory discussed laying the groundwork for establishing realistic
cleanup and verification criteria after a biological warfare agent release.  The presentations
were excellent and attendance was good (about 50). 

The Effects of Animal Rights Activism on Research, Oct. 24 dinner meeting at
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Walnut Creek.  

Amanda Carson Banks of the California Biomedical Research Association presented an
overview of animal rights activities directed against scientists, and the role of her organization
in providing public education about research benefits using animals.  Dr. Steven DiZio of the
California Department of Toxic Substances Control spoke on his activities as chair of the SOT
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committee on animals in research, and how animal-rights activists may affect us as toxicology
or research professionals.  The speakers engendered a stimulating discussion of the issues.
There were about 35 attendees, despite the competing World Series game.  The buffet dinner,
with an Italian theme, was ample and excellent. 

Where would you like to meet next? 
Suggestions for places to hold our regular scientific meetings are gratefully welcomed.  The

“oldtimers” among us undoubtedly remember the excellent meetings several years ago at the
Presidio – a convenient space, and absolutely free.  Other low-cost venues, such as the
company auditoriums or meeting rooms of our members, may be just as nice, and are worth
seeking out.  For those interested in financial details, it might be noted that we made a slight
operating profit on the meeting at H’s Lordships, and a moderate loss at the Embassy Suites.
We generally attempt to break even on meetings.  Our earlier survey identified the “center of
mass” of our membership to rest somewhere in the (northern) East Bay area; meeting locations
should probably be somewhere in this area, but bouncing around it is fine. 

_________________________

Next Chapter Scientific Meeting, Spring 2003
The Board of Directors suggests planning for our next meeting in May, with multiple

presentations scheduled for a half-day or longer, and possibly including posters.  Suggestions
for hot topics were tossed around, and the most interesting to the BOD was “California Cancer
Clusters” or some variant.  The concept discussed was to invite speakers on the different
aspects, including epidemiology, public health investigations (PCBs, pesticide, other chemical
exposures?), community activists, and basic cancer mechanisms, to round out a full afternoon
of talks, followed by panel discussion or debate.  Other sessions or topics could be added as
appropriate, if we want a bigger meeting and cosponsors.  Speaker suggestions, as well as other
ideas for hot topics would be greatly appreciated.  

Representatives of GETA, NorCal SRA, and NorCal SETAC have all contacted us to
suggest working together in various ways.  For meeting locations, the Oakland Museum should
be considered again, also the UCB faculty club or Clark Kerr campus, or various Bay Area
businesses, as suggested above.  No firm decisions have yet been made about our next meeting,
and all further ideas and suggestions are welcome.

_________________________

Officer Nominations and Elections:
According to the bylaws, officer terms are generally multi-year (our bylaws can be accessed

in our chapter area at the SOT website) .  The majority of the present officers and Councilors
have agreed to commitments of two years to help get the chapter moving, but two openings
need to be filled.  The bylaws specify both a Vice President and a President-elect, while we
elected only a Vice President in our organizational meeting.  Also, one of our Councilors has
resigned due to conflicting needs on his time.  The chapter Board of Directors therefore
suggests an election ballot be submitted to the membership with the following provisions: That
the present officers and Councilors be reconfirmed for another year, with the Vice President
moving to the office of President-elect as specified in the bylaws; that a new Vice-President
and one Councilor be voted on and elected.  Nominations for Vice President and Councilor are
hereby solicited.
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NorCal SOT Chapter Organization Details
The NorCal chapter was reactivated in 2002 after several years of inactivity.  The same

structure and bylaws appear to be applicable, except as need to be changed because of changes
in SOT.  The current chapter bylaws are posted in our chapter area on the SOT website.  Dues
will be $20/year for full members, and $10/year for students and postdocs, on a calendar year
basis to coincide with the SOT dues payment schedule.  Dues for the chapter can be paid
through SOT when the national memberships are renewed, or paid directly to the chapter.  SOT
also has a system for maintaining chapter membership records, which includes a mechanism for
registration of non-national SOT members (see www.toxicology.org).  We will also maintain a
set of local records, so please notify us of all changes of address and contact information.  The
Board of Directors meets bimonthly for dinner, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, to
plan chapter activities.  The present meeting location is at the Siam Bay restaurant in Oakland. 

Website Development
Check out our chapter web pages on the SOT website.  We’ll be posting meeting notices

there.  Membership information is also available.  Suggestions for other material of interest to
local members that you would like to be added are encouraged.  Please contact Liz Miesner,
emiesner@environcorp.com, with your suggestions or submissions.  

Chapter Officers
President:  Robert Howd, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland

 Bhowd@aol.com, (510) 622-3168
Vice President: Susan Rice, Susan Rice and Associates, Inc., Grass Valley

 Sarice@sara-tox.com, (530) 346-9612
Secretary:  Sanjay Chanda, NeurogesX Inc., San Carlos

 Schanda@neurogesx.com, (650) 508-2116, x112
Treasurer:  Deborah Novicki, Chiron Corporation, Emeryville

 Deborah_Novicki@chiron.com
Councilor:  George Alexeeff, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland

 Galexeef@oehha.ca.gov, (510) 622-3202
Councilor:  Linval DePass, Roche Bioscience, Palo Alto

 Lin.depass@roche.com
Councilor  Elizabeth Miesner, Environ Corporation, Emeryville

 Emiesner@environcorp.com
Student/Postdoc Liaison: Shelley DuTeaux, University of California at Davis

 Sbduteaux@ucdavis.edu, (530) 754-8940

http://www.toxicology.org/
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