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Upcoming Events 
Mixer at the annual SOT meeting in Baltimore, co-sponsored with the UC Davis alumni group.  
This event is scheduled for Tuesday evening from 7 to 9 pm, at the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel, room to 
be announced.  Hors d’oeuvres and a no-host bar will be available.  We are also inviting members of the 
Southern California and Midwest chapters to drop by, and we are similarly invited to drop by their joint 
mixer on Monday evening, also at the Sheraton Inner Harbor.  
 
Spring scientific meeting, planned for May 
We are currently investigating a theme of Bioaccumulative Chemicals for an afternoon symposium.  
Presentations on PCBs and/or methyl mercury in farmed salmon and other fish, body burden of persistent 
organic pollutants, accumulation of polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), and the proposed 
California Biomonitoring Project have been discussed.  Suggestions for speakers and other specific topics 
are welcomed.  The board is checking out locations in Emeryville and Walnut Creek for this meeting, but 
would also welcome suggestions for other venues.  
 

Officer Nominations and Elections: 
In accordance with the chapter bylaws (which can be accessed in our chapter area at the SOT website 
www.toxicology.org), the current officer status is as follows:  The chapter President automatically moves 
to a 1-year Councilor position, the President-Elect moves to President for one year, and the Vice President 
moves to President-Elect.  The Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and one Councilor position are now 
open.  The Board of Directors suggests that the Secretary and Treasurer, which are two-year 
commitments, be elected on alternate years, to help maintain continuity.  Therefore we propose to elect a 
new Treasurer this year, and ask that the current Secretary be confirmed for one more year.  Biographies 
of the candidates for the open positions are provided below.  Further nominations will be accepted 
until March 1.  We thank current officers who will be leaving the board for their service, and especially 
extend our sympathies to Dr. Deborah Novicki, who was forced to curtail her activities while undergoing 
medical treatments.  The board also welcomes Vincent Seaman, a Ph.D. candidate at UC Davis, who 
succeeds Shelley DuTeaux as Student/Postdoctoral Liaison (an appointed position).  Brief biographies are 
at the end of this newsletter.  Ballots will be mailed about mid-March, for new officers to take office in 
May. 
 

NorCal SOT Chapter Organization Details 
The NorCal chapter was reactivated in 2002 after several years of inactivity.  The previous structure and 
bylaws have been retained, although certain paragraphs need to be changed, primarily because of changes 
in SOT.  This includes the movement to online communications, including allowance for email elections.  
Dues are $20/year for full members, and $10/year for students and postdocs, on a calendar year basis to 
coincide with the SOT dues payment schedule.  Membership in the national SOT is not required for 
chapter membership.  Dues for the chapter can be paid through SOT when the national memberships are 
renewed, or paid directly to the chapter.  SOT also has a system for maintaining chapter membership 
records, which includes a mechanism for registration of non-national SOT members.  We will also 
maintain a set of local records, so please notify us of all changes of address and contact information.  The 

http://www.toxicology.org/


Board of Directors meets bimonthly, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, to plan chapter activities.  
The present meeting location is at the Siam Bay or Asiana restaurant in downtown Oakland.  
 

Current Chapter Officers 
President:   Robert Howd, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland 
    bhowd@aol.com, (510) 622-3168 
President Elect   Susan Rice, Susan Rice and Associates, Inc., Grass Valley 
    sarice@sara-tox.com, (530) 346-9612 
Vice President    Linval DePass, Roche Bioscience, Palo Alto 
    lin.depass@roche.com 
Secretary:   Sanjay Chanda, NeurogesX Inc., San Carlos 
    schanda@neurogesx.com, (650) 508-2116, x112 
Treasurer:   vacant (resigned for medical treatments) 
     
Councilor:   George Alexeeff, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland 
    galexeef@oehha.ca.gov, (510) 622-3202 
Councilor   Elizabeth Miesner, Environ Corporation, Emeryville 
    Emiesner@environcorp.com, (510) 655-7400 
Councilor:   Kyle Kolaja, Iconix Pharmaceuticals, Mountain View 
    kkolaja@iconixpharm.com, (650) 567-5554 
Student/Postdoc Liaison: Vince Seaman University of California at Davis 
    vyseaman@ucdavis.edu, (916) 786-3983 
 

Position Currently Available 
 

Job Title: Research Scientist in Toxicology 
Employer: NeurogesX, Inc. 
Location: San Carlos, CA 
Date of announcement: 01-08-04 
 
Job Description 
NeurogesX, Inc. is a privately held (pre-IPO), well-funded pharmaceutical company specializing in the 
development of products for pain management and neurological conditions. NeurogesX has a treatment 
for neuropathic pain in multiple pivotal Phase 3 clinical trials. 
 
The Research Scientist in toxicology will be responsible for designing, coordinating, and monitoring toxicology 
studies conducted at CROs. Responsibilities will include drafting study protocols, obtaining cost quotations, 
insuring GLP compliance if needed, monitoring studies, reviewing data and assisting in report assembly. 
 
Essential functions 

• Coordinate nonclinical studies (toxicology, drug metabolism, or pharmacokinetics) to be performed by 
CROs or academic research institutes 

• Draft study outlines in collaboration with responsible scientists 
• Draft and review study protocol under the supervision of responsible scientists  

for technical content and GLP compliance (if needed) 
• Coordinate cost quotations from CROs 
• Monitor studies on-site at CROs 
• Ensure that studies are initiated on time and that data are generated according to pre-agreed timelines 
• Assist in rapid report review and finalization 

 
Requirements 

• Experience in conducting and/or overseeing the conduct of nonclinical drug pharmacology or safety studies 



• Knowledge of GLPs is essential 
• Comfort with a small company environment 
• Good communication, writing and interpersonal skills 
• Proficient in Microsoft Office/XP and Microsoft Project computer programs 

 
Education 
PhD in toxicology or related field with a minimum of two years of relevant experience, or MS in toxicology or 
related field with a minimum of four years of relevant industry experience, or BS in a biological discipline with a 
minimum of six years of relevant industry experience. 
 
Compensation 
Salary, benefits and stock options are highly competitive. 
 
Contact: Marilyn Enderson 
  NeurogesX, Inc. 
  981F Industrial Road 
  San Carlos, CA  94040 
  menderson@neurogesx.com 
 
 

NorCal SOT Officer Candidate Biographies 

Vice-President  
George Alexeeff, Ph.D., DABT 
Dr .Alexeeff received his B.A. in Chemistry from Swarthmore College in 1976, and a Ph.D. in 
Pharmacology and Toxicology from the University of California at Davis in 1982.  He is a Diplomate of 
the American Board of Toxicology.  Since February 1998 Dr. Alexeeff has been Deputy Director for 
Scientific Affairs of the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, in the California EPA, and 
oversees a staff of about 70 scientists in multidisciplinary evaluations of the health impacts of pollutants 
and toxicants.  Specific areas include risk assessment and guideline development for air, water and 
children’s health, hazard identification for carcinogens and developmental/reproductive toxins, and 
conducting multi-media risk assessments.  Prior to 1998, he worked in the field of air toxicology and 
epidemiology, with increasing levels of responsibility.  Dr. Alexeeff also was involved in the 
revitalization of the Northern California Chapter of the Society of Toxicology and has been serving as a 
councilor since its rebirth.  He is particularly interested in a strong and vital Northern California chapter, 
and in ways that its impact might be strengthened 
 
 
Treasurer 
Carol E. Green, Ph.D., DABT  

Dr. Carol Green is the Associate Director of Toxicology and Pharmacology of SRI International, Menlo 
Park, CA.  The department she supervises conducts drug metabolism (both in vitro and in vivo) and 
pharmacokinetics studies, including bioanalytical method development.  Dr. Green has more than 20 
years experience in preclinical development of new therapeutic agents and she is well known for her 
expertise and experience in development and application of in vitro methods for predicting human drug 
metabolism and interactions.  Dr. Green earned a Ph.D. in pharmacology and toxicology in 1981 from the 
University of California, Davis, and began her career at SRI in 1981 as a postdoctoral researcher.  Dr. 
Green has been certified as a Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology since 1985.  Her more than 
70 publications in the published literature describe her research on pharmacokinetics, metabolism, 
interspecies differences in metabolism, genotoxicity, and general toxicity. 

 



Robert Ku, Ph.D., MPH 
Robert Ku is a Principal Toxicologist with SafeBridge Consultants, Inc., an EH&S consulting firm in 
Mountain View, CA.  He received his Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences from the University of Texas 
(Houston) and an MPH in Environmental Sciences and BS in Microbiology from the University of 
Michigan (Ann Arbor).  He has 20 years of experience in industrial hygiene, toxicology, and risk 
assessment, and is board-certified in toxicology and industrial hygiene.  He started his professional career 
as an OSHA inspector for the State of Michigan, followed by stints working for Environ International 
Corporation in Washington, DC and Emeryville, CA, and Syntex, USA in Palo Alto, CA (now a part of 
Roche) before co-founding SafeBridge in 1998.  SafeBridge provides occupational health and safety 
support primarily for the pharmaceutical and biotech industries.  At Syntex, he provided technical support 
in personal injury litigation cases involving dioxin and in the remediation of the Times Beach, Missouri, 
dioxin-contaminated Superfund site.  He has been a member of SOT for about 20 years and AIHA for 25 
years. 
 
Councilor 
George Clemens, Ph.D. 
George Clemens is currently the Director of Toxicology at Rigel, Inc in South San Francisco.  He has 
more than 36 years of pharmaceutical industry experience in non-clinical safety testing and evaluation.  
For twenty-five years George was engaged as a Study Director/Toxicology Laboratory Manager, leading 
hundreds of GLP and non-GLP toxicology studies.  This was followed by 10 years as a Director of 
Toxicology/Consultant/Project Manager in non-clinical safety for both large and small pharma and 
biotechnology firms.  He has been responsible for oversight of preparation of the non-clinical safety 
sections of more than a dozen INDs, NDAs or sNDA with a variety of drugs and biotechnology-derived 
products.  George undertook his doctoral studies at the University of Notre Dame under the mentorship of 
Dr. Vicki Martin, developing sub-mammalian systems for assessment of developmental toxicity.  George 
has been active in other regional societies and has previously served as President of the Midwest 
Teratology Association and the Middle Atlantic Reproduction and Teratology Association.  In both 
organizations George was instrumental in program/workshop development, constitutions, finance, 
newsletters, websites and awards.  He is a proud member of NorCal SOT, SOT and the Teratology 
Society, and past member of the ILSI DART subcommittee.  George has numerous awards, publications, 
presentations, and a book chapter to his credit.  He is particularly interested in Reproductive Health and 
Safety in the workplace, having given several presentations to health departments and groups such as 
Healthy Mothers, Health Babies.  If elected, George will work hard to promote strong programs and 
visibility for the NorCal SOT.  
 
 


