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Greetings to Northern California Toxicologists 
Activities are underway in our revitalized Northern California Chapter of the Society of Toxicology.  

We got the ball rolling with an e-mail questionnaire and solicitation of interest, and social gatherings at 
the SOT meetings in San Francisco and Nashville.  We held a general meeting in Berkeley this January 
to formalize a working group.  A slate of officers was chosen (see p. 2) and we’re progressing from 
there to develop a meaningful program of activities for Northern California toxicologists.  Participation 
is open to all interested persons, and membership in the national society is not required.   

By now, if you’re on our e-mail list, you should have gotten an announcement of our next activity, a 
symposium on bioterrorism, organized jointly with the Northern California Chapter of the Society for 
Risk Analysis.  More information on that is below.  We can help organize other activities of interest to 
members, and information on some of these is also provided below.  But for our chapter to become all 
that it could be, we need your help.  Tell us what you’d like to see a local chapter do, and then pitch in 
and let’s do it together! 
 
Bob Howd 
President, NorCal SOT 
 
Bioterrorism Symposium, presented jointly by NorCal chapters of SOT and SRA - Wednesday, 
May 22, 1:00 - 5:00 pm, H’s Lordships, 199 Seawall Drive, Berkeley Marina 

We've lined up several interesting speakers on different aspects of bioterrorism response planning. 
Dr. Dennis Paustenbach of Exponent will discuss types of chemical and biological weapons,  

potential methods for delivery, and extent of damage.   Dr. Raymond Neutra of the California 
Department of Health Services will discuss the contribution of occupational and environmental health 
professionals in responding to contaminating terrorist actions. Ms. Karen Folks of Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory will discuss a risk-based decontamination decision framework that can be used following a 
chemical or biological warfare attack.  Dr. Tina Carlsen of Lawrence Livermore Laboratory will discuss 
a pilot study to lay the groundwork for establishing realistic cleanup and verification criteria that may be 
required after a release of biological warfare agents to meet both regulatory and stakeholder needs.   

A hosted bar with soft drinks, wine, and a selection of hors d’oeuvres will be provided to all 
registrants.  Registration begins at 1:00 p.m., with the program starting at 1:30 p.m. Cost is $40 per 
person for members and $45 per person for non-members. Registration accepted at the door with cash or 
checks payable to NCCSRA (no credit cards, please).  Preregistration till May 17 to Michele Emerson, 
NCCSRA Secretary (2701 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, fax (916) 635-8805). 

Directions:  H's Lordships restaurant is located in the Berkeley Marina area at the foot of University 
Ave. in Berkeley.  Going toward the bay on University Ave., cross 880 into the Marina area, bear left at 
the fork, then left again at the end of the road, and park anywhere in the large parking lot.  The meeting 
room is on the left as you enter the restaurant.  
 
Chapter organization details 

The NorCal chapter has been moribund since 1998, but is starting up again with about the same 
structure and bylaws.  Dues will be $20/year for full members, and $10/year for students and postdocs.  



The Board of Directors voted to provide the first year free for members who paid dues in 1998, when 
there were no activities of note.  Other persons who sign up now are asked to provide half the normal 
yearly dues, for now through next December, then we will move to membership on a calendar year 
basis, to coincide with the SOT dues payment schedule.  

Dues for the chapter can be paid through SOT, when the national memberships are renewed, or paid 
directly to the chapter.  We’re working on the details of payment through SOT for 2003.  SOT also has a 
system for maintaining chapter membership records, which includes a mechanism for registration of 
non-national SOT members.  This may also include a mechanism for collection of chapter dues from 
non-SOT members, although we’re not sure about the details yet; see www.toxicology.org for what’s 
available so far.  We will maintain a set of local records until the kinks are worked out, so please notify 
us of all changes of address and contact information. 

 
DABT Study Group 
     Would you like to join a study group for the American Board of Toxicology exam to be held Oct. 4 
and 5, 2002 in San Jose?  These exams for DABT certification are given once a year, and participation 
in a study group can really help prepare for the test.  Only 60 to 70% percent of the test-takers pass all 
parts of the test in a given year.  If you’re interested in a study group for the SF Bay area, please contact 
Krishna Avadhanam of Exponent, in Oakland (Kavadhanam@exponent.com, or (510) 208-2021). 
        If you’re interested in a study group in the Sacramento/Davis area, please contact Bob Howd.  He 
will pass the word among the interested people.  
       Information on the DABT exam can be obtained from the American Board of Toxicology website 
at www.abtox.org, or email abtox@mindspring.com. 
 
Local Educational Activities 

Deborah Novicki of Chiron Corporation, our chapter treasurer, and Theresa Sullivan of Cerus 
Corporation are collecting information on SOT activities in support of K-12 educational programs, and 
are soliciting interest in developing a local educational program.  Other local toxicologists have also 
been involved in the SOT educational activities.  If you'd be interested in learning more about this, 
please contact Deborah at deborah_novicki@chiron.com .   
 
Student Membership in NorCal SOT:  Joining the NorCal Chapter of SOT can be the gateway to 
your toxicology career in the Bay Area and beyond.  

By becoming a student/postdoc member, you will have opportunities to network with hundreds of 
area professionals from industry, academia, and government.  This may prove to be very helpful in 
locating a job or postdoctoral position once you graduate.  Membership also shows that you are 
involved in your science (which can improve your resume!).  

NorCal SOT provides a forum for meaningful student participation.  We encourage and reward your 
participation with travel stipends for attending the national SOT meeting (currently $250-500), and 
awards for best poster at local meetings.  In addition, if you join the national SOT, you are also eligible 
for SOT Student Awards and Fellowships. 
 
Joining NorCal SOT as a student is easy!  Simply meet the following requirements: 
§ Student is currently enrolled in a graduate program (MS or PhD) within the NorCal Chapter’s area 
§ Postdoctoral Fellow is currently holding a recognized trainee position 
§ Submit membership fee for the remainder of 2002 ($5.00) and/or full annual membership fee for 

2003 ($10.00) (Membership form available upon request to Sanjay Chanda; see below) 
§ Membership in the national SOT is not required 
 



For more information on student/postdoc membership, contact Shelley DuTeaux, NorCal Chapter 
Student/Postdoc Liaison, sbduteaux@ucdavis.edu, (530)754-8940. 
 
Website development 
 We're developing the layout and content, but need one or more volunteers to help.  Volunteers?  
Please contact Liz Miesner, emiesner@environcorp.com.   
 
Chapter Officers 
President:  Robert Howd, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland 
    Bhowd@aol.com, (510) 622-3168 
Vice President: Susan Rice, Susan Rice and Associates, Grass Valley 
    Sara@sara-tox.com, (530) 346-9612 
Secretary”  Sanjay Chanda, NeurogesX Inc., San Carlos 
    Schanda@neurogesx.com, (650) 508-2116, x112 
Treasurer:  Deborah Novicki, Chiron Corporation, Emeryville 
    Deborah_novicki@cc.chiron.com 
Councilor:  George Alexeeff, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland 
    Galexeef@oehha.ca.gov, (510) 622-3202 
Councilor:  Linval DePass, Roche Bioscience, Palo Alto 
    Lin.depass@roche.com 
Councilor  Elizabeth Miesner, Environ Corporation, Emeryville 
    Emiesner@environcorp.com 
Councilor  Gordon Newell, Palo Alto 
    Gwnewell@sbcglobal.net 
Student/Postdoc Liaison: Shelley DuTeaux, University of California at Davis 
    Sbduteaux@ucdavis.edu, (530)754-8940 
 
Nashville Reception 

A good time was had by all at the joint UC Davis alumni/NorCal SOT reception at Nashville.  Here 
are a few scenes from the reception: 
 

               
 
                                                         New and old friends chatting in Nashville



 

               

Part of the attentive audience for the (brief) speeches, mostly UCD alums.  


