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Upcoming Events
Mixer at the 44th annual SOT meeting in New Orleans, LA, co-sponsored with the UC
Davis alumni group, on March 8, 2005 from 6 to 8 PM in the Hilton Riverside, Grand
Salon 18.   
Hors d’oeuvres and a no-host bar will be available. This yearly event is a great chance to meet
new people, network, and renew old acquaintanceships. It is especially a great opportunity for
students and postdocs. Please pass the invitation on to everyone from California.

Officer Nominations and Elections
In accordance with the chapter bylaws (which can be accessed in our chapter area at the SOT
website www.toxicology.org), the current officer status is as follows: the chapter President
automatically moves to a 1-year Councilor position, the President-Elect moves to President for
one year, and the Vice President moves to President-Elect. The Vice-President, Secretary (two-
year term), and one Councilor position are now open for May 2005 - 2006. A call for
nominations was sent early in February.

Spring Scientific Meeting Is Being Planned
An afternoon symposium will be held in May or June. Our last spring meeting was held in
Walnut Creek. We are currently looking at venues in the South Bay Area.

2004 Events

Mixer at the 43rd annual SOT meeting Co-sponsored with the UC Davis alumni group
March 23, 2004, Baltimore, MD
The reception was very well attended and everyone enjoyed themselves.

Spring afternoon scientific meeting, May 20, 2004, Embassy Suites Hotel, Walnut Creek
The symposium on Current Food Safety Issues:  Chemicals, Microbes, Genetic Engineering was
a great success with 30 participants. The speakers covered on a broad range of topics that were
very informative and gave toxicologists the opportunity to know the real issues and concerns
from experts. Our appreciation and thanks to the speakers for their insightful presentations.

• PCBs and methyl mercury – not just in farmed salmon  –  Robert Brodberg, Ph.D., Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Cal/EPA

• Production of human proteins in rice – safely!  –  Delia Bethell, Ph.D., Vice President for
Clinical Development, Ventria Bioscience, Sacramento, CA

• Human pathogens on crops, pre-harvest contamination of produce  –  Maria Brandl, Ph.D.,
Produce Safety and Microbiology Research Unit, Agricultural Research Service, USDA,
Albany, CA

• PBDEs, PFOS, PFOA, and other chemicals of emerging concern – accumulating in the
environment and our bodies  –  Tom McDonald, Ph.D., Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment, Cal/EPA
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Two-day Scientific Meeting Co-sponsored with the Southern California Chapter of SOT,
Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, 2004, Hyatt Regency Islandia, San Diego
Our first joint meeting with SoCal SOT was an overwhelming success. Over 70 registrants from
varied toxicology disciplines experienced a refresher course and hot topics in Reproductive &
Developmental Toxicology: Pharmaceutical, Environmental, and Legal Considerations. Posters
were presented and awards were given to three students. It was a great time for the participants to
network, share their experiences with DART-related issues, and “pick the brains” of the
speakers. Our appreciation and thanks to the speakers, the participants, and our generous
sponsors who made the meeting possible.

• Introduction to Organogenesis
–  John DeSesso, Ph.D., Mitretek Systems, Falls Church, VA

• Introduction to Developmental Neurotoxicology
–  Susan A. Rice, Ph.D., Susan A. Rice and Associates, Inc., Grass Valley, CA

• DART Testing: Interpretation of Study Data
–  Stephen B. Harris, Ph.D., Stephen B. Harris Group, San Diego, CA

• Perchlorate Exposure: DART Issues
–  Robert A. Howd, Ph.D., Cal/EPA (OEHHA), Oakland, CA

• Neural Tube Defects and Other Birth Defects Associated with Maternal Obesity
–  Gary M. Shaw, Ph.D., California Birth Defects Monitoring Program, Berkeley, CA

• Prenatal Exposures to Selective Serotonin Re-Uptake Inhibitors and Neurodevelopment
Outcomes
–  Sarah Mattson, Ph.D., Center for Behavior Teratology, San Diego State University,
San Diego, CA

• Lessons Learned from in vitro Manipulations of Animal Embryos
–  Marcelo Bertolini, Ph.D., Department of Animal Science at UC Davis

• Essential and Toxic Trace Elements: Implications for DART Evaluations
–  Mari Golub, Ph.D., Primate Center, University of California, Davis, Davis, CA & Cal/EPA

• Sensitive Species and Strain Considerations: Estrogenic Compounds as an Example
–  Jimmy Spearow, Ph.D., Department of Environmental Toxicology, University of
California, Davis, Davis, CA

• Understanding Toxico/pharmacogenomics in DART Testing
–  Doug Dolginow, M.D., Gene Logic, Gaithersburg, MD

• Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues Related to DART
–  Steven G. Gilbert, Ph.D., Institute of Neurotoxicology and Neurological Disorders,
Seattle, WA

Our participants were so enthusiastic about this joint meeting that many have asked for a joint
two-day meeting to be held in northern California in 2005 or 2006. Suggestions for future topics
and venues are appreciated. Please contact Susan Rice (sarice@sara-tox.com).

Northern and Southern California SOT Chapters
appreciate the support of our Meeting Sponsors

Gene Logic Inc.
Covance Inc.
Amgen Inc.

Allergan Inc.
Stephen B. Harris Group
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Fall Dinner Meeting, October 27, 2004, Clarion Hotel, Millbrae.
Our guest speaker was Craig January, M.D., Ph.D., who spoke on the Cardiovascular Safety
Testing for Drug Candidates & Environmental Chemicals. Dr. January is a Diplomat of both the
American Board of Internal Medicine and the Subspecialty Boards in Cardiovascular Diseases.
He is Professor in the Department of Physiology, University of Wisconsin and an attending
physician in cardiology. His clinical work is in the Arrhythmia/General Cardiology Clinic and
Inherited Arrhythmia Clinic. Dr. January has conducted cardiac ion channel research and has a
research program and extensive publication and presentation on hERG and LQTS.
We had 46 attendees who benefited from his well-organized and informative presentation. His
talk was useful to all attendees in helping to understand the underlying mechanisms and often-
unrecognized potential for cardiac arrhythmias from drug and, possibly, other chemical
exposures.

NorCal SOT especially wants to thank our corporate members and sponsors who help defray the
costs of our speakers and allow us to decrease the cost for students and postdocs.

Corporate Memberships:
Gold

Argus Research Laboratories, Inc. (alan.hoberman@argus.criver.com)
Genentech, Inc. (soltys.randy@gene.com)

WIL Research Laboratories, LLC (jfholson@wilresearch.com)
Silver

SRI International (gregory.frank@sri.com)

Fall Meeting Sponsors:
Comparative Biosciences, Inc. (carol_meschter@compbio.com)

MPI Research (jim.laveglia@mpiresearch.com)

NorCal SOT Chapter Organization Details
The NorCal chapter was reactivated in 2002 after several years of inactivity. Dues are $20/year
for full members, and $10/year for students and postdocs, on a calendar year basis to coincide
with the SOT dues payment schedule. Membership in the national SOT is not required for
chapter membership. Dues for the chapter can be paid through SOT when the national
memberships are renewed, or paid directly to the chapter. SOT also has a system for maintaining
chapter membership records, which includes a mechanism for registration of non-national SOT
members. We also maintain a set of local records, so please notify us of all changes of address
and contact information. The Board of Directors meets bimonthly to plan chapter activities.

Current Chapter Officers & Councilors
President: Susan Rice, Susan A. Rice and Associates, Inc., Grass Valley

sarice@sara-tox.com, (530) 346-9612
President Elect: Linval DePass, DePass Consulting Services

depass@prodigy.net, (408) 367-4034
Vice President: George Alexeeff, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland

galexeef@oehha.ca.gov, (510) 622-3202
Secretary: Sanjay Chanda, NeurogesX Inc., San Carlos

schanda@neurogesx.com, (650) 508-2116, x112
Treasurer: Carol Green, SRI International, Menlo Park

carol.green@sri.com, (650) 859-4083
Councilor: Kyle Kolaja, Iconix Pharmaceuticals, Mountain View

kkolaja@iconixpharm.com, (650) 567-5554
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Councilor: George Clemens, Rigel, Inc., South San Francisco
gclemens@rigel.com, (650) 624-1377

Councilor: Robert Howd, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, Oakland
bhowd@aol.com, (510) 622-3168

Student/ Vince Seaman, University of California at Davis
Postdoc Liaison: vyseaman@ucdavis.edu, (916) 786-3983

Northern & Southern CA SOT Meeting in San Diego

Steve Gilbert Bob Howd

Jimmy Spearow Susan Rice


