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President’s Message 

Dear NorCal SOT Members, 
Hi there! I hope this message finds you well. It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve as your president for the Northern California 
Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NorCal SOT). As 
we embark on another exciting year, I want to take a moment to 
reflect on the incredible accomplishments of our society and look 
ahead to the opportunities that lie before us. 
Our chapter has always been a beacon of collaboration, outreach, and knowledge sharing, 
and we continue to bring together professionals, researchers, and students who are 
passionate about toxicology and advancing the health of our communities through our 
field. Over the past year, we have remained steadfast in our mission and have continued 
to organize insightful events, symposia, and outreach activities that foster learning and 
networking opportunities for our members. Both of our Spring and Fall Symposiums were 
very well attended with strong support from our speakers, members, sponsors, and our 
regional toxicology communities. 
In the coming year, we are excited to bring you more events that promote scientific 
excellence, engage with students and early-career scientists, and provide a platform for 
hot and emerging topics in our field. Our student and postdoctoral representatives, Nicole 
McNabb and Dorothy You, recently hosted an in-person mentorship and networking 
event on the campus of UC Davis, and our councilors, Anna Engstrom and Cleo Leung, 
are looking forward to submissions to our student and postdoc award programs. Together, 
our representatives and councilors will continue their excellent work in strengthening ties 
between our society and students and trainees at local universities. For our next scientific 
session, our VP and VP-Elect, Claire Neilan and Sucheta Mukherjee, have already started 
the planning process for our 2024 Spring Symposium. Please reach out to Claire 
(cneilan@ideayabio.com) and Sucheta (mukherjee.sucheta@gene.com) with any 
symposium-related suggestions or comments or if you would like to help out. The Board 
would also like to thank Dr. Brett Winters and Dr. Doris Zane for offering their continued 
support for our undergraduate and K-12 outreach efforts, respectively. Lastly, I would 
like to thank our secretary, Vanessa Clark, for always keeping us organized and on track. 
I encourage all of you to take an active role in NorCal SOT. Your ideas, expertise, and 
participation are invaluable in shaping the future of our society. There will be several 
open board positions in 2024. If you are interested in serving, please contact our past 
president Mingyi Trimble (trimble.mingyi@gene.com) for details. If you wish to sponsor 
our outreach and scientific programs, please contact our treasurer, Sandra Chang 
(schang@aligos.com), to better understand how your sponsorship contributes to the 
growth and success of the chapter. Let's work together to create a community that thrives 
on collaboration, mutual support, and the pursuit of scientific excellence. 
Thank you for your dedication to NorCal SOT, and I look forward to a year filled with 
progress, growth, and shared accomplishments. NorCal SOT hosts a reception at the SOT 
Annual Meeting, and I look forward to celebrating our successes at the reception in Salt 
Lake City next year. Wishing you all the best in your endeavors and hoping to see you at 
our upcoming events. 
Sincerely, 
Ray Zhang, PhD, DABT 
President, Northern California SOT Regional Chapter 
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A Recap of the NorCal SOT 2023 Fall Symposium 

NorCal SOT recently hosted an in-person Fall Symposium focusing on Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning in Toxicology on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at the Crowne Plaza Foster City, titled “Tox Hack: 
Unleashing the Power of AI and Machine Learning”.  

The agenda of speakers and their topics were as follows: 

● Opportunities for Harnessing the Power of AI in Toxicology
Fjodor (Yodi) Melnikov, Genentech

● Multitask Models for Predicting hERG Inhibition
Hiranmayi Ranganathan, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)

● Detecting the Unseen: Histologic Anomaly Detection in Toxicologic Pathology
Fangyao Hu, Genentech

● Navigating the Ethical Landscape of AI in Academic Research
Anthony Tercero, University of California, Davis

● Technology-enabled Approval Acceleration: Spotlighting the ICH S1B Weight of Evidence
Logan Laszczyk, Instem

● Longitudinal Integration of Subject Level Data for Analysis and Submission Readiness: A
Technology-centric Approach to Nonclinical Data Management
Rahul Madhaven, PointCross

Sponsor Presentation: 

● Will AI Replace Your Role in Nonclinical Safety Assessments?
Alf Botchway, Attentive Science

Over 100 people attended and were highly engaged with a diverse panel of speakers representing contract 
research organizations, government, academia, and industry. The day also included a special presentation of gifts 
in honor of our outgoing officers and ended with a networking reception where attendees enjoyed meeting, 
mingling, and catching up with one another. The NorCal SOT Board extends our heartfelt thanks to our sponsors, 
presenters, and attendees for spending the day with us and making this event a hit. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/fjodor-yodi-melnikov-52a85ab/overlay/about-this-profile/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base%3BK0IZC5rdSpmHFhYJZpKOug%3D%3D
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We would like to recognize and thank our Sponsors for this symposium: 
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New NorCal SOT Members as of October 2023 
Greetings, 

On behalf of the members of the Northern California Regional Chapter, it is our pleasure to 
welcome the new members of the Society of Toxicology and the Northern California Regional 
Chapter.  As a Regional Chapter member, you will discover many opportunities for 
communicating, collaborating, and connecting with your fellow members at the regional and 
national level. You can find more information on the Northern California SOT website including 
information on meetings, newsletters, awards, governance, educational outreach, and more.  We 
welcome you again to the Society of Toxicology and invite you to become an active participant in 
the Northern California Regional Chapter.  

Sincerely,  
Your Northern California SOT Executive Committee 

First Name Last Name Affiliation (if known) 
Roxanne Andaya Genentech 
Yoshio Boris Q2 Solutions 
Patrick Brassil Terremoto Biosciences 
John Cameron Ellegaard BioResearch 
Ria Dadia University of California, Berkeley 
Ari Goldberg University of California, Berkeley 

Evan Lingo 
Daniela Linzner Maze Therapeutics 

Gary Lo DICE Therapeutics 
Sophia Malloy University of California, Berkeley 

Vishruth Nagam 
Matthew North 
Natalie Oh University of California, Berkeley 
Andrew Ortiz 
Chessa Park University of California, Berkeley 
Jessica Patrick University of California, Berkeley 
Crystal Reyes 
Varsha Sivanath 
Danh Tran 

Katherine Wu California EPA 
Yuxi Zhang 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/index.asp
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Postdoc/Student Corner 

NorCal Undergraduate and Graduate Student and 
Postdoctoral Awards 
Attention All NorCal Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Members, 
The NorCal SOT regional chapter provides Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral 
Awards for the Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting. We encourage all eligible student and 
postdoctoral members to apply.  

● NorCal SOT Undergraduate Student Travel Award to SOT Annual Meeting – One
cash award up to a maximum of $500 will be used to reimburse original receipts to include
all or partial costs of transportation to and/or accommodation at the SOT Annual Meeting.

● NorCal SOT Graduate Student Achievement Award – Cash award(s) on the basis of
merit, including the quality, impact and novelty of the science.

● NorCal SOT Postdoctoral Achievement Award – Cash award(s) on the basis of merit,
including the quality, impact and novelty of the science.

Links to the SOT award application system can be found on the NorCal SOT website: 
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp 
Application deadline: January 5, 2024. Winners will be notified by late January 2024. 
Questions? Contact Anna Engstrom (engstrom.anna@gene.com) and Cleo Leung 
(Cleo.Leung5@gilead.com). 

Please note: An accepted abstract is a requirement for the grad and postdoc awards.  The SOT 
abstract site is open now until November 13, 2023 at the following link: 
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2024/abstract-submissions.asp 
There are several other awards available through SOT for students and fellows at: 
https://sot.toxicology.org/award 

https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp
mailto:engstrom.anna@gene.com
mailto:Cleo.Leung5@gilead.com
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2024/abstract-submissions.asp
https://sot.toxicology.org/award
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NorCal SOT Hosted Speed Mentoring Event at UC Davis 

Our chapter hosted a speed mentoring event at UC Davis on October 26, 2023. Those interested 
in learning more about careers in toxicology had an opportunity to meet with volunteer mentors 
representing various sectors including industry, biotech, government, and academia. In a series of 
short 10-minute sessions, mentors answered attendees’ questions, and shared their career 
development insight and experiences as toxicologists. Participants from UC Davis included 
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. We appreciate everyone who attended and helped 
make this evening a success!  

Our sincere thanks to all the volunteer mentors who have provided their time, advice, and 
encouragement at this event and throughout the year: 

● Niladri Bhomik, PhD (CalEPA/DPR)
● Madhavi Billam-Mukhi, PhD, DABT (Meta)
● Kimberly Gettman, PhD (CalEPA/DTSC)
● Eric Harstad, PhD, DABT (Seagen)
● Johannes Hell, PhD (UC Davis)
● Pete Lohstroh, PhD (CalEPA/DPR)
● Elizabeth Marder, PhD (California Department of Public Health)
● Francisco Moran, PhD (CalEPA/OEHHA)
● Sandeep Mukhi, PhD, DABT (Honeywell)
● Sunjay Sethi, PhD, DABT (IDEAYA Biosciences)
● Mingyi Trimble, ScD, DABT (Genentech)
● Kim Truong, PhD (CalEPA/DPR)
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Upcoming Events 
Officer Elections 
The NorCal SOT Board of Directors has multiple positions open for the term beginning May 2024: 
VP-Elect (4-year term), Councilor (2-year term), Postdoctoral Representative (1 year, with option 
to serve 2 years), and Graduate Student Representative (1 year, with option to serve 2 years). These 
are great opportunities for members to get more involved with NorCal SOT, expand your network, 
and give back to the Chapter. The NorCal SOT Board is active and we strive to balance our events 
to be both educational and fun! 
Officer roles and responsibilities can be found on the NorCal SOT website’s Officers page.  
Timeline for elections: 
* November 10, 2023: Biosketches due to NorCal BOD via trimble.mingyi@gene.com
* November 15, 2023: Biosketches submitted to SOT Headquarters
* Late November 2023 to Mid-January 2024: Ballots sent from SOT Headquarters to NorCal
SOT members
* January-February 2024: Ballot results sent to NorCal SOT President
* May 1, 2024: Terms start for newly elected leaders
If you are interested in serving on the board, please consider nominating yourself. Contact Mingyi 
Trimble at (trimble.mingyi@gene.com) by November 10, 2023 to nominate yourself or sooner if 
you have any questions about a position. To be considered, please send your name, statement of 
interest, and a brief biosketch as follows: 

[Full Name, including degrees and affiliations] 
[Title] Dr. [Last Name] is a/the [Current position] at [place of employment], where they [Summary 
of work]. They received their doctorate in [Field] from [School/University] in [Year] and was a 
postdoctoral scholar at [Institution] from [Years]. [Title]. [Last Name] has served on the [study 
sections, panels, etc.] at the [Organization, i.e. NIH, EPA, etc.]. They are author/co-author of 
[Number] [Publications including peer-reviewed articles and/or book chapters, etc.]. They have 
been a member of the SOT since [Year] and has served the SOT in the following capacities: 
[Offices/positions held]. 

The NorCal SOT Annual Meeting Reception 
NorCal SOT will host a reception at the upcoming 2024 Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting 
in Salt Lake City, UT.  Details will be posted to the NorCal SOT website’s Events page in the 
coming months.  Stay tuned! 

https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/officers.asp
mailto:trimble.mingyi@gene.com
mailto:trimble.mingyi@gene.com
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/events.asp
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Announcements 
New NorCal SOT Logo design challenge – Deadline extended 
to December 31, 2023! 

Do you have a vision for a new NorCal SOT logo? We are 
redesigning our NorCal SOT logo and would love your help! 
Your submitted logo design could be used for future NorCal 
newsletters, symposiums, and cool swag.  

Submissions can be from individuals, groups or companies. You 
need not be an artist to apply!  The final logo design will be 
created with the help of the SOT graphics design team.  Final 
rendering may be an incorporation of elements of multiple 
submitted ideas and is subject to SOT approval. 

Submission guidelines: 
● Designs must be submitted in one of the following 

formats: .ai, .eps, .pdf, .psd, .tiff, .png, .jpg, or .gif.
● Designs should be submitted with the highest resolution and quality possible.
● Please refer to the logo guidelines document available on ToXchange.

Submissions should be emailed to the NorCal SOT postdoc representative Dorothy You 
(you5@llnl.gov) by December 31, 2023. Feel free to reach out to any member of the NorCal 
SOT Board if you have questions. We look forward to receiving your creative NorCal SOT logo 
designs for consideration!  

SOT needs YOU to be a ToxScholar! 

SOT could use your help to recruit 
emerging toxicologists through the 
ToxScholar Program. SOT encourages 
toxicologists to make presentations to 
primarily undergraduate audiences, 
especially at campuses where students 
have little opportunity to learn about 
the discipline and career opportunities.  

For more information and resources, visit ToxScholar Outreach. 

https://www.toxicology.org/awards/gf/toxscholar.asp
https://toxchange.toxicology.org/viewdocument/sot-logo-design-guidelines?CommunityKey=d5578d08-c4ba-4308-a1a2-e64fbf8a2be1&tab=librarydocuments
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