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Dear NorCal SOT Regional Chapter 
Members,  
As we settle into the second half of 2025, I 
wanted to thank you for being members 
and continuously supporting the Northern 
California Regional Chapter of the Society 
of Toxicology. Also, sending a warm 
welcome to new members as it is great to 
see our reach as a regional chapter 
continue to expand!   

As you will see within the newsletter, we 
will have several open board positions in 
2025 and if you are interested in serving on 
the board, please contact Claire Neilan. After having held several of the BOD 
positions myself, I can attest to the great opportunity to not only give back but also 
to work with your fellow toxicologists in Northern California. 

As we gear up for our Fall symposium on Oct 21, I can say all of our BOD members 
have been very busy planning events for our members to partake in throughout the 
years. VP Hemant Chavan and VP-elect Anna Engstrom have put together an exciting 
agenda for us to engage in learning more about toxicological assessments of novel 
platforms. Treasurer Howard Stock has led the massive effort to connect with our 
Sponsors and fundraise for us to be able to host the symposia and networking events. 
Anna Kalashnikova, the board secretary, has steered our ship and kept us on track 
while developing our meeting agendas, newsletters, and meeting presentations. Our 
councilors Maryam Tarazkar and Sunjay Sethi have been thinking outside the box to 
help revamp the ways we connect with our local colleges and universities, and are 
looking forward to judging this year’s award applicants. Our Postdoctoral 
Representative Lo-Wei Lin and Student Representative Heehay Park have done a 
fantastic job running, curating our outreach events alongside our councilors, and are 
amidst planning another grand reception at the annual meeting next year, so stay 
tuned!  

Thank you again to all of the NorCal members and sponsors. Looking forward to 
another successful year for our chapter. 

Best Regards,  

Sucheta Mukherjee, Ph.D., DABT  

President,  

Northern California SOT Regional Chapter 

October 2025 
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A Recap of the NorCal SOT 2025 Spring Symposium 

NorCal SOT recently hosted an in-person Spring Symposium on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at  
Genentech, South San Francisco, titled “Innovate with Confidence: Nonclinical Safety for Novel 
Modalities”.  

The agenda of speakers and their topics were as follows: 

• Nonclinical Development of Oligonucleotides – Challenges and Opportunities

Michael Templin, PhD, DABT, Charles River Laboratories 

• Nonclinical Safety Strategies for Intrathecally Delivered Oligos

Hao Chen, PhD, DABT, Ionis Pharmaceuticals 

• Navigating Nonclinical Safety Strategies: A Roadmap for Protein Degraders

 Ellie Babakan, Gilead Sciences 

• PCB 28 and its human-relevant metabolites cause sex-dependent changes in axonal
growth and dendritic arborization in primary rat cortical neuron-glia cocultures

Jessie Badley, University of California, Davis 

• Unmasking a Toxic Threat: The Impact of PCB 11 on the Developing Mouse Brain

Rebecca Wilson, PhD, University of California, Davis 

• Nonclinical safety strategies for ADC development – looking back to move forward

Christina De Zafra, PhD, DABT, Pfizer 

• Nonclinical Safety Strategy for a Liver-targeted AAV Gene Therapy for Fabry Disease

Annemarie Ledeboer, PhD, DABT, Sangamo Therapeutics 

• Nonclinical Safety Assessment Strategies for Cell Therapies

Hervé LeBrec, PhD, DABT, Sonoma Biotherapeutics 

Sponsor Presentations: 
• Leveraging human biology for safer therapies

 Shushant Jain, PhD, NCardia 

• Preclinical Testing of Gene Therapy Products: Optimizing Study Designs

Norbert Makori, PhD, DABT, Altasciences 
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After a full day of exciting presentations, we finished the evening with a social networking event 
with a poster session for students to present their work. This event was attended by local 
scientific professionals from biotech/pharma, government, academia, CROs, and members of the 
Pharmaceutical & Bioscience Society (PBSS) and American College of Toxicology (ACT) to socialize 
and network. We are grateful for those that attended from all over the Bay Area and Sacramento 
so that we could foster a platform to encourage learning, exchanging and sharing latest scientific 
knowledge in regards to toxicological assessments for novel platforms that do not fall within the 
traditional small or large molecule classifications. 

 
We would like to recognize and thank our Sponsors for this Symposium: 
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New NorCal SOT Members as of October 2025 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the members of the Northern California Regional Chapter, we are thrilled to 
welcome you to the Society of Toxicology and our vibrant community! As a new Regional 
Chapter member, you’ll find a wealth of opportunities to communicate, collaborate, and 
connect with fellow members both regionally and nationally. Check out the Northern California 
SOT website for exciting updates on meetings, newsletters, awards, governance, educational 
outreach, and so much more! We are excited to have you join us and encourage you to dive in 
and become an active participant in the Northern California Regional Chapter.  
 
Welcome aboard! 
 

First Name Last Name Affiliation (if known) 
Ellie Babakan Gilead Sciences 
Aalekhya Reddam Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
Lisa Wong Genentech 

Brandon Brown Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Matthew Ericson SymBio Services 

Penny Melquist Labcorp Drug Development 
Elizabeth Hale University of California, Davis 
Mihika Patil University of California, Davis 

Ko Omura Astellas Gene Therapies 
Karl Doerner Septerna 

https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/index.asp
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/index.asp
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NorCal Student and Postdoctoral Awards 
Awards 
Attention All NorCal Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Members, 

The NorCal SOT regional chapter provides Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral 
Awards for the Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting. We encourage all eligible students and 
postdoctoral members to apply.  

• Undergraduate Student Travel Award to SOT Annual Meeting – One cash award up to a
maximum of $500 will be used to reimburse original receipts to include all or partial costs of
transportation to and/or accommodation at the SOT Annual Meeting.

• Graduate Student Achievement Award – Cash award(s) on the basis of merit, including the
quality, impact and novelty of the science

• Postdoctoral Achievement Award – Cash award(s) on the basis of merit, including the quality,
impact and novelty of the science.

Further details can be found at the following link: 
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp

Application deadline: Sunday, January 04, 2026. Completed award applications should be sent to 
Maryam Tarazkar (tarazkar.maryam@gene.com) and Sunjay Sethi (ssethi@ideayabio.com). 

Please note: An accepted abstract is a requirement for the grad and postdoc awards.  The SOT 
abstract site is open now until November 13, 2025 at the following link: 
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2026/abstract-submissions.asp

There are several other awards available through SOT for students and fellows at 
https://www.toxicology.org/awards/sot/awards.aspx. 

https://sotapply.toxicology.org/prog/undergraduate_development_program_student_travel_award/
https://sotapply.toxicology.org/prog/undergraduate_development_program_student_travel_award/
mailto:tarazkar.maryam@gene.com
mailto:ssethi@ideayabio.com
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/am2022/abstracts-presenters.asp
https://www.toxicology.org/awards/sot/awards.aspx
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2026/abstract-submissions.asp
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2025-2026 Upcoming Mentoring Events 
1. 2025 Fall Resume Workshop at UC Davis  
Date: Friday, December 12, 2025  
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 pm (PST) 
Location: Vet Med 3B 
Join us for our Fall Resume Workshop, designed to help 
mentees strengthen their professional materials in a 
supporting setting.  
The event will begin with a brief introduction of mentors, 
followed by a rotational resume review session. During this 
time, mentees will:  

• Share their resume or Linkedln profile  
• Give a short self-introduction in an interview-style format  
• Receive feedback one-on-one or in small groups  

The workshop is an excellent opportunity for students to gain constructive advice directly from 
professionals in the field of toxicology.  
 
2. 2026 Spring Toxicology Career Night at UC Berkeley  
When: Early March 2026 (final date and time TBD) 
Where: Martin Luther King Jr. Building, UC Berkeley   
Join us for the 2026 Spring Toxicology Career Night! This event 
is a great opportunity for students and early-career scientists to 
gain practical advice, expand their professional network, and 
learn directly from experienced professionals in toxicology. 
 
3. We are excited to announce the 2026 Spring Tour at Genentech in South SF!   
This special event will give students an inside look at one of the world’s most innovative biotech 
companies. Participants will have the opportunity to:  

• Explore the Genentech campus  
• Learn about career opportunities in toxicology plus 

other tox-related areas, including internships or 
postdoctoral programs 

• Connect with professionals at Genentech and hear their 
day-to-day experience in the biotech industry. More 
details on date and registration will be shared soon. 
Stay tuned!  
 

Call for volunteers  
We are seeking toxicologists from industry and government to serve as mentors! Share your 
career journey and help the next generation of scientists. Please contact: Maryam Tarazkar 
(tarazkar.maryam@gene.com) and Sunjay Sethi (ssethi@ideayabio.com) if you are interested.  
 

mailto:tarazkar.maryam@gene.com
mailto:ssethi@ideayabio.com
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Upcoming Events/Announcement 
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Upcoming Elections 
As a member-driven organization, the NorCal SOT Executive Committee relies on the energy and 
commitment of volunteers like you to help shape our community and lead us into the future. We 
are currently seeking nominations for positions on the Executive Committee, and we encourage 
all interested members to nominate themselves. This is a great opportunity to contribute to the 
growth of NorCal SOT, collaborate with fellow members, and make a lasting impact on our 
Regional Chapter. 

This year, we have the following open positions: 
VP-Elect (4-year term) 
Councilor (2-year term) 
Postdoctoral Representative (1-year term, with option for a second year) 
Graduate Student Representative (1-year term, with option for a second year) 

If you are interested in serving on the board, please send your name, a brief biosketch (example 
below), and a short statement of interest (2-3 sentences, optional but encouraged!) to Claire 
Neilan (cneilan@ideayabio.com) by November 7, 2025.  

Sample Biosketch: This is a guideline - you may revise at your discretion. 

Full Name, [including degrees and affiliations] 
[Title] Dr. [Last Name] is a/the [Current position] at [place of employment], where they [Summary 
of work]. They received their doctorate in [Field] from [School/University] in [Year] and was a 
postdoctoral scholar at [Institution] from [Years]. [Title]. [Last Name] has served on the [study 
sections, panels, etc.] at the [Organization, i.e. NIH, EPA, etc.]. They are author/co-author of 
[Number] [Publications including peer-reviewed articles and/or book chapters, etc.]. They have 
been a member of the SOT since [Year] and has served the SOT in the following capacities: 
[Offices/positions held]. 

Page | 9 
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SOT Annual Meeting 2026 
Reception 
The NorCal SOT will host our annual reception during the 2026 SOT Annual Meeting in San Diego, 
CA, on Tuesday, March 24, 2026. Location and event details will be announced in the coming 
months. Stay tuned! 

NorCal SOT endorsed sessions 
Since the annual meeting is in California in 2026, NorCal was officially considered an endorsing 
component group for annual meeting session proposals. The BOD reviewed and endorsed the 
following two Regional Interest sessions, which have been accepted into the 2026 program, so 
we hope to see you there: 

• Chemical Exposures and At-Risk Populations in California
• Revisiting the DDT Dump Site Off Southern California: Oceanographic Survey, Ecological

Impacts, and Aquatic Toxicity

Job Postings 
1. Associate toxicologist; Department of Pesticide Regulation

Successful candidates for this position must have a Ph.D. in Toxicology, Biochemistry,
Pharmacology, or a closely related specialty or MS in Toxicology, Biochemistry, Pharmacology
or a closely related and three years of experience past the receipt of MS or DABT certification.
You will work on a team conducting complex evaluations and interpretations of studies and
data for identifying and advising on potential adverse health effects associated with the use
of pesticides.

This job posting can be found here.

2. Supervising Toxicologist; Department of Pesticide Regulation

Successful candidates for this position must have five years of postdoctoral experience in
toxicology or two years of experience in the California state service performing the duties of
a Staff Toxicologist and a Ph.D. in Toxicology, Biochemistry, Pharmacology, or a closely related 
specialty or one year of experience in the California state service performing the duties of a
Senior Toxicologist and a Ph.D. in Toxicology, Biochemistry, Pharmacology, or a closely
related specialty. The Supervising Toxicologist (Managerial) is the Branch Chief over the
Human Health Assessment Branch and oversees the most sensitive and complex human
health assessments and evaluations, including pesticide exposure assessment, human health
risk assessment, risk evaluation, and pesticide toxicology data review.

This job posting can be found here.

https://jobbank.toxicology.org/jobs/view/associate-toxicologist/80407451/
https://jobbank.toxicology.org/jobs/view/supervising-toxicologist/80389588/
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