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  President’s Message 

 Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President for 
the next year.  Equaling the achievements of the previous 
several years will be a Herculean challenge.  For example last 
year, being the host Regional Chapter to the National SOT 
meeting, not only did we provide our members with the usual 
high quality spring and fall symposia and a fun reception at the 
National SOT meeting, we also sponsored two Regional Interest 
Symposia (Bridging the Green Chemistry Gap; Bee Health and 
California’s Agricultural Industry) and the very successful K-12 
Family Event at The Lawrence Hall of Science.  All of this 
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occurred under the leadership of Karen Steinmetz, President, and a hard working Board 
(Sushmita Chanda, Tao Wang, Veronique Lauriault, Karen Riveles, Mark Fielden, Luoping 
Zhang, Kathryn Page, Brandon Gayton and Christopher Carosino), to which I thank, and 
hope that all of the continuing Board members and new members will work with such 
gusto.  I also want to especially thank Toufan Parman and the UC Berkeley Toxicology 
Student Association (ToxSA), under the leadership of Erica Lachenauer, for their 
tremendous effort on the K-12 event.   
This year we hope to continue our emphasis on providing educational, networking and 
leadership opportunities for our members. First thanks to all of you who voted to ratify our 
Chapter Bylaws to codify the inclusion of student and post-doctoral 
representatives.  Although the RC has fostered student/post-doc participation on the Board 
for more than 5 yrs, the positions will now be officially recognized. For this year’s programs, 
starting with the K-12 effort, Dr. Parman Toufan is already beginning to plan an event, 
please contact her if you would like to help. At the undergraduate/graduate level, plans are 
already in place for a career symposium at UC Santa Cruz on October 16 where several of 
our members will participate on a panel to discuss the diversity in toxicology careers (see 
Career Corner).  Similarly, we are proud to support Dr. Luoping Zhang’s Practical Toxicology 
course at UC Berkeley where, for a whole semester, undergraduate and graduate students 
learn about different careers in toxicology and put that learning into practice.  A social is 
being planned for post-docs and young professionals to network, find mentors and learn 
about different career opportunities in a relaxed setting; stay tuned for date and location.  
Dr. Daniel Ness will continue to coordinate the NorCal RC Preclinical Drug Safety Group, a 
gathering geared more toward seasoned toxicologists.  This widely popular program is 
designed to help working preclinical toxicologists get answers to vexing issues that they 
confront.  To facilitate interactive discussion, these meeting are held to 30 people on a first 
come, first serve basis. 
As always we will continue to encourage participation of members in our lunch with an 
expert program (both mentors and mentees) and through our awards program for young 
researchers, undergraduate and post-doctoral students.  Of course, your ideas and energy 
are welcome.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any comments, suggestions or 
would be interested in pitching in. Look forward to seeing you at the various upcoming 
events. 
 
Jeff Tepper, NorCal Regional Chapter President 
 
 
 

Officers 
 

President   
Jeff Tepper 
 
Vice President 
Sushmita Chanda 
 
Vice President-Elect 
Donna Dambach 
 
Secretary  
Amy Lambert 
 
Treasurer 
Amy Kim 
 
Past President 
Karen Steinmetz 
 
Councilors  
Luoping Zhang 
Caroline English 
 
Postdoctoral 
Representative 
Kathryn Page  
 
Graduate Student 
Representatives  
Marianna Stamou 
Tami Swenson 
 
K-12 Committee 
ParamToufan  
 
Preclinical Drug 
Safety Group 
Dan Ness 

mailto:toufan.parman@sri.com
mailto:TepperTox@gmail.com
mailto:teppertox@gmail.com
mailto:schanda@aliosbiopharma.com
mailto:dambach.donna@gene.com
mailto:amy.lambert@novartis.com
mailto:norcalsot.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:karen.steinmetz@sri.com
mailto:luoping@berkeley.edu
mailto:jenglish@nsf.org
mailto:kpage@berkeley.edu
mailto:mstamou@ucdavis.edu
mailto:tlswen21@gmail.com
mailto:Toufan.Param@SRI.com
mailto:Toufan.Param@SRI.com
mailto:Dan.Ness@Elan.com


 
NorCal SOT, August 2012 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

  

Page     2  

 
Confirmed Speakers:  
 
Tox Lessons Learned- Four Decades of FDA Dermatology Drug 
Withdrawals Howard Maibach, UCSF School of Medicine 
 
Immunomodulators and carcinogenesis: Different relationships 
across diseases and disease states? Rafael Ponce, Amgen  
 
Personalized Medicine in Oncology  
Laura Shawver, CEO Cleave Biosciences and Founder, The Clearity 
Foundation  
 
The function of micro RNAs in cancer and their potential as drug 
targets Steven Safe, Texas A&M University 
 
Developing antibody drug conjugates (ADCs) 
Mellisa Schutten, Genentech  
 
Preclinical strategies to help better identify responder  
populations in the clinic 
Jocelyn Holash, Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research 
 
Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risk for Biotechnology-Derived 
Therapeutics Tom Gelzleichter, Genentech  
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Opens Soon!  
Northern California Fall Symposium: 

“New Frontiers in Oncology Drug 
Development” 

September 27, 2012, 
 Genentech, South San Francisco, CA 
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An interesting turn of events in California: In a budget submitted to California 
lawmakers, Governor Jerry Brown has proposed to undo a 1983 law that requires 
California high school graduates to complete two years of science, the minimum 
requirement for entry to the California State University or University of California 
systems.  As a result, it would allow high schools to stop offering a second year of 
science if they so choose.  The California Legislature has signaled it will oppose this 
proposal and has put forward a budget that preserves the requirement. Because the 
issue remains fluid, and until such time as the legislature approves their education 
budget, which is expected as early as this week, California teachers and STEM 
advocates are encouraged to continue advocacy efforts need to ensure the 
Governor's proposed changes are not adopted.  The California Science Teachers 
Association and the California STEM Learning Network have teamed up to oppose this 
bill. You are urged to contact your legislators immediately oppose the governor’s 
proposal to eliminate the second year science graduation mandate and weaken 
science education in California. 

 **California students currently rank 47th in the nation for science proficiency** 
 

  

  

  

California to Eliminate Two-Year Science Requirement for Students? 

News, events and updates from your NorCal SOT student and postdoc 
representatives.  
Please welcome your new reps! 

 
Kathryn Page, Postdoctoral  Representative (UC Berkeley) 
I am a postdoc in the Vulpe laboratory at UC Berkeley. My project is focused on the 
genetics of iron metabolism in mice, and humans. As a newly appointed postdoc 
representative I aim to promote participation of junior scientists in SOT, and enhance 
mentoring opportunities within the NorCal area. 
Marianna Stamou, Student Representative (UC Davis) 
I am a graduate student of the Pharmacology and Toxicology Graduate Program, at UC 
Davis, in the Pamela Lein laboratory. My research is focused on assessing 
environmental exposures as risk factors for neurodevelopmental deficits, including 
Autism Spectrum Disorders. I have been a member of SOT since 2011. 

Tami Swenson, Student Representative (UC Berkeley) 
I am entering my fifth year as a graduate student in the Molecular Toxicology program 
at UC Berkeley. My research, in John Casida’s laboratory, is focused on determining 
which enzymes are involved in the metabolism of neonicotinoid insecticides and 
analyzing the mechanisms of toxicity of newly identified metabolites. I have only been 
a member of SOT since the start of 2012, but I am looking forward to promoting 
networking opportunities and learning about the diverse careers available in 
toxicology! 

 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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http://www.classroomscience.org/second-year-science-graduation-requirement-elimination-governor-stands-firm
http://www.classroomscience.org/second-year-science-graduation-requirement-elimination-governor-stands-firm
http://cslnet.org/
http://192.234.213.69/amapsearch/
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Postdoc and Student News and Events  

Continued from Page 3 

Upcoming events 
This year we aim to organize and promote events to increase networking, mentorship, and 
career building opportunities.  
 
UC Entrepreneurship Academy 
The UC Davis Child Family Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship is organizing the UC 
Entrepreneurship Academy. This event is to be held at UC Davis, September 11-13, 2012, in an effort to 
facilitate commercial application of innovative research in science and engineering. The academy is open 
to upper-division undergrads, graduate students and post-docs from any university. The program 
involves a three-day intensive of lectures, exercises and team projects designed to help participants 
pursue a career in industry and/or explore the potential of commercial application of their ideas and 
research. Venture capitalists, UC faculty, and experienced entrepreneurs and investors from 
environmental science- and technology-based ventures will serve as speakers and mentors during daily 
seminars, interactive sessions and networking events. Under the guidance of these experts, students and 
post-docs will participate in inter-disciplinary teams to identify, design and validate new business 
opportunities. The academy participants will also acquire useful tools to effectively communicate the 
broader potential of their research and will have the opportunity to develop a network of professionals 
to support them as they move forward with their career. The academy is sponsored by Morrison & 
Foerster, DLA Piper, Five Star Bank, and Greenberg Traurig LLC. More information can be found at  
www.enterpeneurship.ucdavis.edu. 
 
Speed Mentoring 
NorCal SOT is planning to host a series of “speed-networking” or “speed-mentoring” events. There will 
be three events of the same nature held near the three main areas of member population; 
Davis/Sacramento, San Francisco/Berkeley/Bay area, and Santa Cruz. The idea is that this will be just like 
a typical speed-dating event (except with an emphasis on science). Members and non-members will sign 
up for the event and whilst doing so provide us with some information similar to that found on “Mentor 
Match”. We will then assign seating for the mentors at tables spaced around the room, so that on the 
night of the event the mentors will remain in their seats while the mentees will rotate from person-to-
person at the sound of a bell. Each conversation will be time-limited, and participants will be encouraged 
to discuss what kind of work they do, how they got started and progressed to their current position, and 
what their scientific interests/goals are. Although it will be a fast-paced and energetic event, the night 
will conclude with a relaxing social hour to allow participants to re-visit each other or meet with those 
they didn’t get to chat with. The event will include students, post-docs and professionals from all over 
the extended areas. It will be an excellent opportunity, especially for students, to learn about the diverse 
career opportunities available in toxicology such as government, academia, industry and consulting. It 
will also be a way to hone interview skills and practice quickly explaining your line of work. For more 
information on this event, please email Kathryn at kpage@berkeley.edu. Keep your eyes and ears open 
for updates.  
 
 
Thanks for your time, and we look forward to meeting you at the NorCal SOT Meeting. Don’t 
forget to sign up for mentor match!! 
Reps out! 
 
Kathryn, Marianna, and Tami 
 
 

http://www.enterpeneurship.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:kpage@berkeley.edu
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Career Corner 

Science PhD Career preferences: Options for Toxicologists 

Hosted by UC Santa Cruz 
On October 16th 2012 the Environmental Microbiology and Toxicology program at UC Santa 
Cruz will host a NorCal SOT sponsored workshop, “Science PhD Career Preferences: Options 
for Toxicologists.”  Our goal is to give students the opportunity to interact with and learn 
about the career preferences of professional toxicologists and scientists outside of 
academia.  The aim of this workshop is to enhance student interest for toxicology by 
affording them mentors for careers other than as academic research faculty. This workshop 
is in part a response to criticisms that graduate training programs do not provide mentoring 
for careers outside of academic research (see Sauermann H, Roach M (2012) Science PhD 
Career Preferences: Levels, Changes, and Advisor Encouragement. PLoS ONE 7(5): e36307). 
Bringing this workshop to UC Santa Cruz is also part of the NorCal SOT commitment to 
connect professional toxicologists and academic institutions with toxicology training 
programs, including UC Santa Cruz, UC Davis and UC Berkeley, to help students prepare for 
future careers in the toxicology field, and ultimately to build for the future of toxicology. 
The student and postdoctoral attendees are anticipated to come from the UC Santa Cruz 
Microbiology and Environmental Toxicology programs; but also from biological sciences, 
biochemistry, molecular and cellular developmental biology, biomolecular engineering and 
environmental sciences. The workshop is formatted as a two-part event. An initial 60-
minute program consisted of two panels one  representing toxicology-related careers in 
biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, government agencies regulating drugs, and the second 
panel consisting of individuals from organizations and governmental agencies developing 
and enforcing environmental regulations. Panelists will first address pre-determined 
questions on educational backgrounds, internships, and involvement in professional 
societies or other organizations that led to careers in toxicology, then respond to questions 
from students in attendance.  To conclude the workshop panelists and attendees will then 
join together for an informal mixer amidst the redwoods on the UC Santa Cruz campus. 

Individuals wishing to participate and organizations willing to contribute to sponsoring this 
event may contact David Alexander dlawave@ucsc.edu 
 

Job Announcement: Gilead Sciences is seeking a Research Scientist II, Toxicologist in Foster 
City, CA to support our Drug Safety Evaluation Department. This individual will manage 
multiple projects within the functional area simultaneously with minimal supervision, as well as 
oversee the procedural and scientific aspects of studies throughout duration of a program. An 
ideal candidate has a PhD with 3-5 years of experience in small molecule and/or 
biopharmaceutical drug development. Requires experience in the design and interpretation of 
nonclinical GLP and non-GLP investigative studies to enable clinical development and 
candidate registration globally. Knowledge and understanding of regulatory guidance 
governing development of drug candidates is essential. To apply, please visit 
gilead.com/careers or contact Sandy Huynh, Staffing Consultant, via phone: (650) 372-7104 
or email: sandy.huynh@gilead.com 
 

mailto:dlawave@ucsc.edu
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This course will focus on cutting-edge issues involving real-world toxicology in drug discovery, 
pesticide regulation, and stem cell research, etc. Many well-known toxicologists, regulators and 
consultants from pharmaceutical companies, chemical industries, private consulting firms, non-profit 
institutes, and federal and state regulatory agencies in the Bay Area have been, and will be invited to 
present aspects of their daily work in class.  If you are interested in involving, teaching and talking to 
Cal students, please contact the instructor, Dr. Luoping Zhang (luoping@berkeley.edu). Speakers 
should understand what graduate students and senior undergrads need to know before entering the 
real world. This course will cover practical and useful topics such as:  

a) What do we really need to know to practice toxicology?  

b) What are toxicologists doing at their job-sites?  

c) What are the major tools used in toxicology fields? 

Learning outside the classroom will be another major focus and differs from other existing 
toxicology courses offered at Berkeley. To better prepare our students for the real world, we will 
use combined teaching/learning styles including lecture with discussion sections, site-visits, hands-
on experience in a toxicology lab, and student group assignments or projects. 
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The 18th Annual Biotechnology-Derived Therapeutics Perspectives on Nonclinical 
Development will be held on September 10-12, 2012 at The Meritage Resort & Spa in 
Napa, CA. Registration fee: $1095.00 Workshop: $250.00  

Location: The Meritage Resort & Spa  
875 Bordeaux Way, Napa, CA 94558 USA  
Website: http://www.themeritageresort.com  
Room Rate: $199.00 Resort Fee: $20.00 before August 10, 2012  
Hotel Reservations: 707-251-1900 or 866-370-6272  
Group Code: GRPCRB912  
Contact: lisa.antolick@crl.com at 781.222.6111  
Online Symposium Registration  
www.criver.com/info/biotech12 
 

 

BAYBio Meeting Announcement:   
Planning Your Drug Development Success  

– From Bench to Clinic 
 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012  
South San Francisco Conference Center, San Francisco, CA 
 
Register now: 
http://www.baybio.org/events/details/mpi-research-program/ 
 
 

Practical Toxicology Course at University of California, Berkeley 
 

Register Now! Charles River Symposium-September 10-12 
 

http://www.cvent.com/events/18th-biotech-symposium/event-summary-70f41f00616f45c6a0e1068b44b858c9.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/18th-biotech-symposium/event-summary-70f41f00616f45c6a0e1068b44b858c9.aspx
http://www.baybio.org/events/details/mpi-research-program/
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