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President’s Message 
 
Dear NorCal SOT Colleagues, 
 

2012 marks the SOT Northern California ‘NorCal’ 
Regional Chapter’s 25-Year “Silver” Anniversary. I 
am pleased to introduce our incoming 2011-2012 
Officers: Jeffrey S. Tepper (Vice President), 
Sushmita Chanda (Vice President-Elect), Veronique 
Lauriault (Secretary), Karen Riveles (Treasurer), 
Tao Wang (Past President), Mark R. Fielden and 
Luoping Zhang (Councilors), Kathryn Page 
(Postdoctoral Representative, UC Berkeley) and 
student representatives Brandon M. Gaytan (UC 
Berkeley, Sr. Student Representative) and 
Christopher Carosino (UC Davis, Jr. Student 
Representative). The NorCal SOT Chapter 
continues to be very active in member and outreach 
activities with our NorCal SOT Newsletter, twice 

annual one-day Regional Symposia which include “Lunch with an Expert” 
events, “Toxicology Career Day” with experienced toxicologists interacting 
with trainees at regional universities, “Career Building” brunches, and 
“Preclinical Drug Safety Networking” events. 

2012 is the year that the National SOT Annual Meeting comes to San 
Francisco.  As the regional chapter host, NorCal SOT is deeply involved 
coordinating the K-12 Educational Outreach Event: “What do Snow White, 
Romeo and Juliet, and the Madhatter have in Common?... Toxicology!” to be 
held at The Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California, Berkeley and 
sponsoring/chairing two Regional Interest Symposia: “Bridging the Green 
Chemistry Gap between Product Discovery and Availability” and “What’s the 
Buzz: Bee Health and California’s Agricultural Industry.”  Our NorCal SOT 
annual meeting reception is scheduled for Monday evening where we will 
present the NorCal SOT Post-Doctoral and Graduate Student Best Abstract 
Awards and the NorCal SOT Undergraduate Student Travel Award. 

NorCal SOT exists for its members.  As your 2011-2012 President, I encourage all NorCal SOT members 
to be involved, attend, volunteer, participate, become Board member, and do what you can to continue 
growing and building our Chapter. 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Steinmetz, PhD, DABT 
2011-2012 President, SOT Northern California Regional Chapter 

 

Your New 2011-2012 
Officers 

President 
Karen Steinmetz 
SRI International 

Vice President 
Jeff Tepper 

Tepper Nonclinical Consulting 

Vice President-elect 
Sushmita Chanda 
Alios BioPharma 

Secretary 
Veronique Valerie Lauriault 

ToxConsult LLC 

Treasurer 
Karen Riveles 

Cal/EPA 

Councilor (Past President) 
Tao Wang 
Novartis 

Councilor 
Mark Fielden 

Amgen 

Councilor 
Luoping Zhang 
UC Berkeley 

Postdoctoral Rep 
Kathryn Page 

Senior Student Rep 
Brandon Gaytan 

Junior Student Rep 
Chris Carosino 
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SOT Annual Meeting Updates  

Two NorCal SOT Sponsored Regional Interest Symposia 

‘Bridging the Green Chemistry Gap between Product Discovery and Availability’ Mon, March 12, 2-4:45pm  

‘What’s the Buzz: Bee Health and California’s Agricultural Industry’ Tues, March 13, 9-1:45am 

 

Don’t Miss the NorCal SOT Annual Meeting Reception! 

The Northern California SOT regional chapter will be hosting their annual reception at the National SOT 
Meeting on Monday March 12, 5-8pm, at the Marriott Marquis. Please join us to network with colleagues, 
nosh on appetizers and wet your Investigator Award for 2012.whistle with a drink or two. We will also be 
announcing our Young  

April 19  ̶  NorCal SOT 25th Anniversary Spring Symposium 

We have planned our NorCal SOT 25th Anniversary Spring Symposium for Thurs, April 19 
to be held at the SRI International conference facilities (Menlo Park, CA).  

Preliminary program: 

 Endocrine Modulators in the Environment and Medicine 
 New Perspectives in Antibody Drug Development 
 Path Forward using the Revised ICH-S2 Genetox Guidelines 
 Presentations by our Young Investigator and Postdoctoral Abstract winners 
 Lunch with an Expert 
 Student and Postdoc poster session 
 Champagne toast to celebrate our Chapter’s 25th Anniversary  

 
We hope to see you there! 

Student Corner 

Toxicology Career Night at UC Berkeley 

On November 29th 2011, 
undergraduate, graduate, and 
community college students 
gathered at the Martin Luther 
King Student Union at UC 
Berkeley for a Toxicology 
Career Panel, an event jointly 
funded by the NorCal SOT 
Regional Chapter and the UC 
Berkeley Toxicology Student 
Association (ToxSA). Over 70 
individuals from the Bay Area 
attended the event, including 
15 professionals from 
academia, government, and 
industry. Professors from UC 
Berkeley’s Molecular 
Toxicology program at 
Nutritional Science and 
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Toxicology (NST) Department and School of Public Health (SPH), including the NST Chair were in 
attendance along with faculty from UC Davis, UCSF, and Contra Costa Community College. 

The program featured a networking and dinner hour where invited professionals sat at tables designated 
by their area of expertise. Students had the opportunity to meet with these experts in toxicology and take 
informational flyers on job openings, careers in the designated field, and educational opportunities. The 
networking dinner was followed by a panel discussion with six professional guests with government, 
academic, or industry affiliations: Melanie Marty (Chief of the Air Toxicology/Epidemiology Branch at 
OEHHA, Cal EPA), George Clemens (VP of Drug Safety Evaluation, Rigel Pharmaceuticals), Andrew 
Olaharski (Associate Director of Toxicology, Elan), Robert Rice (Professor of Environmental Toxicology, 
UC Davis), Donna M. Dambach (Director of Investigative Safety Assessment, Genentech), and Thomas 
Kearney (Professor of Clinical Pharmacy, UCSF).  The panel was followed by dessert and a second 
networking opportunity for students to follow up with panelists and professional guests on questions that 
came up during the panel. 

The ToxSA executive board members, led by Nairi Hartooni (co-president and founder) and Erica 
Lachenauer (co-president), organized the event with oversight from NorCal SOT Regional Chapter 
officers Brandon Gaytan (graduate student, UC Berkeley) and Luoping Zhang (Professor of Public 
Health, UC Berkeley).  Overall, the event was designed from a student perspective and was very 
successful in creating an opportunity for students to learn about careers in the field of toxicology as well 
as network with professionals from various backgrounds.  The UC Berkeley ToxSA (a very active 
undergraduate student association), with the help of NorCal SOT, hopes to organize and host a career 
panel again next year along with various other networking opportunities. In fact, the ToxSA is now 
teaming up with NorCal SOT to lead the K-12 Educational Outreach Event named as What do Snow 
White, Romeo and Juliet, and the Madhatter have in Common?---Toxicology being held at The Lawrence 
Hall of Science, University of California, Berkeley.  If you are interested in learning more about the UC 
Berkeley Toxicology Student Association, please contact the group at toxsaberkeley@gmail.com. 

 
A Review of the Fall 2011 NorCal SOT Symposium 

In October, the NorCal SOT hosted the 2011 Fall Symposium at the SRI International conference 
facilities. The NorCal SOT President, Dr. Karen Steinmetz, along with her Board of Directors greeted 80 
attendees from regional business, government and academia. The morning session focused on “Stem 
Cell Biology and Applications” followed by “Current Topics in Toxicology” in the afternoon. Our featured 
speakers included: 
 

 Eric Chiao, Ph.D. (Hoffmann-La Roche) “Basic Biology of StemCells” and “Toxicological 
Applications of Stem Cells” 

 Ingrid Caras, Ph.D. (California Institute of Regenerative Medicine) “The CIRM Initiative” 
 Hooman Kashani, M.S. (Geron Corporation) “Preclinical Development of hESC Derived 

Oligodendrocyte Progenitor Cells (GRNOPC1) in Spinal Cord Injury” 
 Judith Zelikoff, Ph.D. (New York University Langone Medical Center) “Fetal basis of adult 

disease - Later life health consequences of in utero cigarette smoke exposure” 
 Laura McIntosh, Ph.D. (Exponent) “Of Mice and Men, Paraquat and Parkinson’s Disease” 
 Tao Wang, Ph.D., M.D. (Novartis AG) “(ICH S9) Rapid Development of Oncology Therapeutics & 

the Novartis Experience” 
 

Speakers and attendees engaged in lively discussions about the symposium topics over breakfast, lunch, 
and a wine and cheese reception provided by our Sponsors. The always popular Lunch with an Expert 
event attracted more than 25 graduate and undergraduate student and mentors. 
 
Above all, we would like to appreciate and thank our Sponsors for making this event a success: 
 
*Silver Sponsors*: MPI Research, SRI International, WIL Research Co., and Covance Laboratories 
 
*Bronze Sponsors*: BASi, BioReliance, ChanTest Corp., Charles River Laboratories, Comparative 
Biosciences, Huntingdon Life Sciences, ITR Lab, Jackson, Lab, and Pacific BioLabs. 
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In Memory - Dr. Benedict Joseph Marafino, Jr.  
Benedict Joseph Marafino, Jr. passed away suddenly on December 31, 2011. He 
was born on February 11, 1947, in White Plains, New York, to Benedict J Marafino, 
Sr., and Theresa Marie Nuzzi. He was raised in San Leandro, California, and 
attended St Alphonsus Ligouri School, and Bishop O'Dowd High School, graduating 
in 1964. He then received a B.S. degree in chemistry from the California State 
University, Hayward, as well as a Ph.D. in pharmacology and toxicology from the 
University of California, Davis. He was board-certified in toxicology and enjoyed a 

long career with several biotechnology companies in the San Francisco Bay Area. Ben was also a 
member of the Berkeley Broadway Singers, where, as a baritone, he indulged his life-long passion for 
music. He also had a true flair for the stage and appeared in a wide variety of theatrical productions, most 
recently “The King and I” at the Douglas Morrison Theater in Hayward. He is survived by his wife, Carol, 
son Ben III, brother Paul, sisters Mary Colburn and Theresa Louys, nephew Andrew Colburn, nieces 
Michelle Colburn, Rachel Peterka, and Amanda Louys, as well as by those whose lives he touched. He 
will be remembered for his big heart, his personal charm, and his love of life. Ben was a devoted 
husband, father, brother, uncle, friend, and son. Services were held at the Chapel of the Chimes, 4499 
Piedmont Avenue, Oakland, on Sunday, January 8th, at 1 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job Corner 

The Material EHS section of the 3M Corporate Medical Department is responsible for the assessment of 
the health hazards and risks of materials that are important to 3M.  We are presently seeking a 
toxicologist to be a part of a team that supports the development and oversight of safe and sustainable 
products.  The minimum requirements for this position are a Ph.D. in toxicology or a closely related 
discipline and one year of documented experience assessing human health hazards.  Preferred 
qualifications include documented experience assessing human health risks, experience with global 
product EHS regulations, and/or experience supporting a product development team.  In addition, 
certification from the American Board of Toxicology in general toxicology or eligibility to sit for the 
certification examination and a working knowledge of the emerging discipline of systems toxicology are 
seen as valuable.  This position may require up to 10% travel and domestic relocation assistance per 
3M's standard relocation policies is approved.  Questions regarding this position can be directed to the 
hiring manager, Robert Skoglund, at rskoglund@mmm.com, but applications must be submitted via the 
"careers" link on www.3M.com.  Please reference job number 1200273. 


