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President’s Message 
Dear all, 
What a year! Thank you for all for your support. It has truly been an honor to 
serve as the President for NorCal SOT, and I could not have wished for a 
better NorCal SOT board.  We hosted three excellent scientific symposia in 
the Northern California region, and one reception during the SOT 50th annual 
meeting in DC, all in under a year. In 2010, NorCal SOT initiated a broad 
educational outreach program addressing the regional need to build for the 
future of toxicology. At UC Berkeley, we have supported the Practical 
Toxicology Course by providing financial support and guest speakers. We 
hosted a career workshop at UC Davis that was attended by about a hundred 
students and professionals. We are working on bringing this very successful 
career workshop to UC Santa Cruz and UC Berkeley. We are also setting up 
a weekly career seminar for the Pharmacology/Toxicology Graduate program 
at UC Davis. Besides the university efforts, we have also started a Career 
Building Social Brunch series for young scientists and students. As you can 
see, the NorCal SOT board is very "pro-student". My interest in student 
education came from my great mentor, Dr. Harihara Mehendale.  Because of 
his mentoring and encouragement, many of his past students actively 
contribute their time and expertise to training students in the toxicological 
sciences. It is no surprise that since I started as a secretary on the NorCal 
SOT board about five years ago, myself and others have continued to recruit 
student members, set up student friendly policies, and lead educational 
outreach activities.  Nothing was more rewarding than to receive a customized 
T-shirt from the UC Berkeley TOXSA (Toxicology Student Association) as a 
thank you gift.  
 
The leadership of our board has been the key to NorCal SOT’s success. For 
example, in 2007 we asked for volunteers to serve on NorCal SOT 
committees. Jeff Tepper and Mark Fielden signed up for the Education Committee. During the 
preparation of the 2008 SOT annual meeting, we needed some volunteers to serve on a K-12 education 
event as mentors, so I called both Jeff and Mark up, and both of them responded to my call very 
enthusiastically. When it was election time, we just as enthusiastically put Jeff and Mark on the ballot...... I 
could go on about other members, but do not have the space for such a long list here! But please let me 
say this -- in my opinion it is precisely because we have a group of very energetic and caring Board 
members year after year that NorCal SOT has been very successful. Together we have enjoyed a 
rewarding ride supporting NorCal SOT, and have always sought active NorCal SOT members who want 
to make a difference. It is almost a certainty that while serving the Society, you will find that you grow 
personally and professionally on this fun ride, while making a difference in the lives of those in the field.  
Please hop a board!!   
 
Sincerely yours, 
Tao Wang, MD, PhD, DABT 

 

Your New 2011-2012 
Officers 

President 
Karen Steinmetz 

SRI 
Vice President 

Jeff Tepper 
Tepper Nonclinical Consulting 

Vice President-elect 
Sushmita Chanda 
Alios BioPharma 

Secretary 
Veronique Valerie Lauriault 

ToxConsult LLC 
Treasurer 

Karen Riveles 
Cal/EPA 

Councilor  (Past President) 
Tao Wang 
Novartis 

Councilor 
Mark Fielden 

Amgen 
Councilor 

Luoping Zhang 
UC Berkeley 

Senior Student Rep 
Brandon Gaytan 

Junior Student Rep 
Chris Carosino 

Post-Doctoral Rep 
Matthew North 
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SOT Annual Meeting Update 

NorCal SOT Awards Thomas Hill the 2011 Annual Young Investigator Award in 
Washington DC 

The Northern California (NorCal) SOT regional chapter once again sponsored a Young Investigator 
Award for 2011 based on abstracts submitted and accepted by National SOT for the annual meeting held 

in Washington, DC.  Applicants included 
graduate students and post-doctoral 
investigators from the University of California 
at Berkeley and Davis, as well as the Buck 
Institute for Age Research, Novato, CA.   In 
addition to an abstract, each applicant 
included a summary describing the 
significance of his/her research to the field of 
toxicology and a letter of support from his/her 
major advisor.   The Award Committee 
comprised of NorCal SOT board members, 
Amy Kim (Councilor) and Veronique 
Lauriault (Secretary), and a toxicologist from 
Genentech, Inc., Rodney Prell.  The quality 
and diversity of the abstracts made the 
selection process difficult.  In the end, UC-
Davis graduate student, Thomas Hill, III, was 
selected as the winner of the 2011 Young 

Investigator Award.  Tom received a cash award in the amount of $500 and a plaque in recognition of his 
achievement, which was presented to him at the NorCal Reception held in Washington, DC. 

SOT 50 Year Celebration: Time Capsule To Be Opened 25 Years Later 

This March at the SOT 50th Anniversary member Celebration meeting in 
Washington DC, the President of NorCal SOT, Dr. Tao Wang, presented a 
bottle of wine from Napa Valley as our time capsule item. This is not just 
an ordinary bottle of wine however, because we have named this bottle of 
wine “Success” (it’s really a 2007 Stag’s Leap “Fay” Napa Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon).  We designed our own wine label. The SOT logo is used as 
the background to represent the strong alignment between NorCal SOT 
and National SOT, indicating how NorCal SOT chapter business is 
undertaken with guidance from National SOT.  

There are good reasons for naming our wine “Success”.  NorCal SOT has 
become the third largest RC in the last 8 years, and we as a chapter have 
worked very hard to get where we are today.  The NorCal SOT chapter 
was founded in the 1980s, but became inactive in 1997.  For too long this 
chapter was dormant, and in 2002 was reinitiated by the remarkable 
efforts of Bob Howd, Susan Rice, Lin DePass, George Alexeeff, Sanjay Chanda,   and many others.  The 
first revived regional chapter meeting of NorCal SOT was held at a Brewery in Berkeley.  Fourteen 
people showed up. Since that humble re-beginning, the chapter has been up and running at full speed. 
Because of the strong leadership and active membership year after a year, in only 8 years NorCal SOT 
has become the third largest chapter among the 18 SOT regional chapters.  We are very proud of this 
accomplishment.  The President of National SOT, Michael Holsapple, has referred to us as “a model of 
success.”  These are the words that inspired us to name our wine “Success”. 
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On the label, one can see the increasing number of NorCal SOT members spanning the 8 years since the 
chapter was reinitiated.  Twenty five years from now, in the year 2036, we hope to have even more 
members, and have left a spot on our chart for those future toxicologists who will be the members 
representing our most noble profession.  Our wish is to re-open the time capsule in 2036, fill in the blank 
spot on the chart, and enjoy the wine with our colleagues.  We cannot imagine a more enjoyable time 
where we may all lift a glass of wine, and celebrate the continued success of both our regional NorCal 
SOT chapter, and National SOT. 
 
Career and Student Corner 
 
New Career Building Socials in the Bay Area a Success 
 
NorCal SOT Regional Chapter tried something new and it seemed like it worked well!  At our semi yearly 
meetings we have traditionally held a “Lunch with An Expert” mentoring session which has been very well 
received by both students and by more experienced members who are interested in mentoring.  Since 
education/mentoring is part of NorCal SOT’s core mission, we solicited input on developing a better 
mentoring program.  Based on the success of several other professional organizations, we held a Career 
Building Social on October 30th at Acqua Pazza restaurant in San Mateo.  This initiative extended our 
education outreach efforts, connecting students/postdocs and young scientists with veteran toxicologists. 
The event was informal, and meant to be a place where students/young professionals and more 
seasoned toxicologists could get together and share their experiences. The theme focused on 
interviewing techniques and was well received.  However, we also got some good feedback from the 22 
mentees and 5 mentors that attended.   Due to the continued interest, we will try setting another one up 
late spring/early summer.  However, for the next Career Building Social we will try to increase the  mentor 
to mentee ratio (1:2) and allow more time for the mentees to speak with all of the mentors.  We hope this 
format will facilitate relationship building and fostered a more meaningful associations for both those 
seeking advice and those willing to share their experience. 
 
If you know of a restaurant in the East or South Bay that has a private room  for ~30 and wouldn’t charge 
for hosting,  please contact me - Jeff Tepper (TepperTox@aim.com) 
 
NorCal SOT and UCD Host Career Workshop for Students and Post-Docs 
 

On January 20th, 2011, The Northern California 
Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NorCal SOT) 
hosted an outreach workshop at the University of 
California, Davis (UCD). A commitment to education 
and mentoring is a part of the core mission of the 
NorCal SOT and this workshop, "Toxicology Related 
Career Options", was designed to allow students to 
learn from, and interact with, professionals in 
toxicology-related careers.  
  
Attendees included seventy-nine students, graduate 
and undergraduate from UC Davis. The student 
attendees largely represented the two UC Davis 
Toxicology programs, the undergraduate 
Environmental Toxicology Program and the graduate 

Pharmacology and Toxicology program, but there were representatives of Biological Sciences, 
Biochemistry, Biomedical Sciences, Environmental Sciences, and Environmental Policy, among others. 
 
The workshop was formatted as a two part event. An initial 60-minute program consisted of panelists, 
representing toxicology-related careers in academia, pharmaceuticals, government, and consulting, 
answering a variety of questions regarding their respective careers.  We were fortunate to have as our 
panelists Dr. Tao Wang of Novartis, Dr. George Clemens of Rigel, Dr. Kent Pinkerton of UC Davis, Dr. 
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Susan A. Rice, a private consultant, Dr. Ijaz Jamall, a consultant with Risk-Based Decisions, Dr. George 
Alexeeff of the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), and Dr. Karen Steinmetz of 
SRI, as well as, Dr. Karen Riveles of OEHHA as emcee. These panelists answered pre-determined 
questions on educational backgrounds, internships, and involvement in professional societies or other 
organizations that led to careers in toxicology. The second half of the program was an informal mixer with 
students. Some 16 toxicology professionals were in attendance and mingled with the students, sharing 
their experiences and answering questions for over an hour and a half. Both the panelists and 
professionals offered advice to students currently preparing for careers in Toxicology. 
 
The professionals and students, undergraduate and graduate alike, found the workshop to be a very 
successful and beneficial outreach event. NorCal SOT is hoping to solicit professionals in all stages of 
their career from the Chapter to participate in future outreach events. So, whether you have just started in 
the field or you have twenty plus years of experience, please consider signing up to volunteer for our next 
outreach event! 
 
A Unique Experience from Practical Toxicology at UC Berkeley 
By Sarah Daniels (PhD Student in the School of Public Health, UC Berkeley) 
 
There are few courses that offer college students a chance to consider future career options in their field 
of study. Luckily at UC Berkeley, students who are interested in toxicology can enroll in a pragmatic 
course that gives them tastes of the unique niches available to them on the job market. The class, entitled 
Practical Toxicology, has been funded by both the National SOT and the local NorCal SOT Chapter for 
the past two years. Professor Luoping Zhang initially conceived the idea for the class and continues to be 
the instructor each spring. 
 

Throughout this past semester Dr. 
Zhang invited several experts, each of 
them from different fields of toxicology, 
to speak to our small class of 15 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
The experts are leaders from either 
the public or private sector and cover 
a variety of fields including academia 
(Dr. Amy Kyle), independent 
consulting (Dr. Jeff Tepper), chemical 
and pharmaceutical industries (Drs. 
Tao Wang, Noe Galvan, and Kathleen 
Meyer) and the CA state government 
(Dr. Julia Quint). The speakers 
presented a great deal of useful 
information about working in their 
respective positions and thoroughly 
answered all of our questions about 
their educational and professional 
experiences.  

 
The course also required students to participate in group projects revolving around current topics on 
chemical development and regulation. This past spring, the projects were all centered on a single global 
concern of plastic used in consumer goods, specifically targeted human exposure to phthalates. Students 
were divided into four groups representing an Academic, Governmental, NGO Consulting or Industrial 
Perspective on phthalates. Each group became our class’ own experts on a particular aspect of 
consumer exposure to phthalates. I took part in the Academic group; we provided evidence from the 
literature of significant associations between phthalate exposure and chronic illnesses in humans. We 
focused on human metabolism of phthalates, epidemiological studies on phthalate exposure, and 
proposed a biological mechanism of action for phthalate toxicity. Our review and analysis of the toxicity of 
phthalates was used by the three other groups in order to propose new regulation, develop new 
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alternatives to this plasticizer, and better inform the public of potential harm to phthalates in consumer 
products. 
 
Attending the NorCal SOT Spring Symposium last April allowed us to showcase our work on phthalates 
during the poster session. Members of the Cal EPA, biotech industries, and the academic community 
gathered around as we enthusiastically played the roles of our assigned groups. Personally, I found it a 
great honor to discuss our analyses of the literature on human phthalate exposure with renowned UC 
Berkeley Professor and inventor of the Ames test, Dr. Bruce Ames. Overall, this meeting was a great 
opportunity for us to convey our thoughts on how researchers, businesses, and the government can help 
limit public exposure to phthalates. 
 
This Practical Toxicology course within the School of Public Health at UC Berkeley has been a valuable 
experience for students who would like to pursue a career in toxicology. We would like to thank the 
NorCal SOT Chapter and the U.S. SOT for generously supporting this program. We also truly appreciate 
the participation from the exceptional set of experts and SOT Members who donated their time to speak 
with the class during the semester.  
 
Spring Symposium 2011 a Great Success! 
 
In mid April, the NorCal SOT hosted the 2011 Spring Symposium at the beautifully situated Berkeley City 
Club. The President of NorCal SOT, Dr. Tao Wang, along with her Board of Directors, welcomed a 
hundred and sixty attendees from industry, government, and academia. Several keynote speakers were 
invited, focusing on the "Current Topic in the Field” in the morning session, and “Mitochondrial 
Dysfunction & Related Issues” in the afternoon.   The guest speakers included: 

• William Slikker, Ph.D (FDA) “Anesthetic-Induced Developmental Neurotoxicity and Pathways to 
Prevention”  

• James S. Bus, PhD (The Dow Chemical Company) “Application of New Technologies and the Future of 
Toxicity Assessment for the 21st Century”   

• Bruce N. Ames, PhD (Children’s Hospital Oakland Research Institute) “Putting Health Risks into 
Perspective”  

• Rick G. Schnellmann, PhD (Medical University of South Carolina) “Mitochondrial Homeostasis in Acute 
Kidney Injury” 

• Gino Cortopassi, PhD (University of California Davis) “Mitochondrial Disease and Degeneration in 
Aging” 

• Jeff Lawrence, PhD (Amgen) “Handling Mitochondrial Dysfunction and Related Toxicity in Drug 
Development-Case Studies” 

Breakfast, lunch, and wine with hors d’oeuvres were provided throughout the day, facilitating networking 
and socializing. Besides a terrific symposium, we also had poster section and the Lunch with Experts. 
The students from the Practical Toxicology class from UC Berkeley brought their final projects to the 
meeting. These projects were judged by relevant experts from different discipline. The NorCal SOT 

meetings offer a friendly forum in which 
scientists and students can make contacts 
that will expand their horizons in the field of 
toxicology. Special thanks to the sponsors, 
whose support made this meeting possible: 
UC Berkeley Super Fund Program, Covance, 
Genentech, MPI, ITR Laboratories, Pacific 
BioLabs, WIL Research, BASi, Battelle, 
BioReliance, ChanTest, Charles River 
Laboratories, LAB Research and SRI. 
 
Speakers and NorCal SOT officers (left to right): Steve 
Dizio, Gino Cortopassi, Jeff Lawrence, James Bus, 
William Slikker, Tao Wang, Rick G. Schnellmann, 
Matthew North, Bruce Ames and Jeff Tepper 
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