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Dear NorCal RC Members, 
First, I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at the 
upcoming NorCal reception on Tuesday night from 7-10 PM 
at Zinc Bistro (pg. 7).  At the reception we will announce the 
new Executive Committee and congratulate our Student 
Award winners (pg. 3).  It has been a very successful and busy 
year for our chapter and I hope you will come and hear about 
all of the upcoming events and share in that success (this 
reception is for you!).  We just completed two outstanding 
events, the Preclinical Drug Safety group dinner entitled 
“Safety considerations in developing drugs for epigenetic 
targets”  hosted at Genentech with Jatinder Singh presenting (pg. 1) and the Speed Mentoring 
event (pg. 4) held at the Pyramid Brewery.  I was particularly impressed by the 
enthusiasm of the students and the hoarseness of the mentors after >1.5hrs of 
advising the mentees.  Our K-12 event will be coming up soon (pg. 6).  The program 
will introduce toxicology to a few Girl Scout troops.  Toufan Parman and ToxSA from 
UC Berkeley will be providing most of the people power, but we could use a few more 
experienced toxicologists.  Please consider volunteering!  This spring we are planning 
another Preclinical Drug Safety group dinner on iatrogenic toxicity; look for an 
announcement soon.  Of course, the big event this spring is the semi-annual NorCal 
SOT Symposium to be held April 23rd at the South San Francisco Conference Center 
(pg. 2).  You should have received a “Save the Date” announcement and a draft 
agenda.  A final agenda and additional information as well as the registration website 
link will be sent towards the end of March.  We will again invite posters and have a 
“Lunch with an Expert” program. It’s been my pleasure to serve as your President this 
year and I know that you are in good hands when Sushmita Chanda and the new 
Board take over on May 1st.  My thanks to all of the current Board members and the 
CRO sponsors for all their support and hard work in making this year so successful. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting,  Jeff 
Jeff Tepper, NorCal Regional Chapter President 
TepperTox@gmail.com 
 
 

  

Jatinder Singh hosted a Nor Cal SOT dinner symposium at Genentech in December 2012, and presented a 
seminar entitled: “Safety considerations for epigenetic targets".  Jatinder discussed different types of 
therapeutic epigenetic modulation (DNA methylation and histone modification) and associated safety risks. He 
also discussed innovative, practical strategies for assessing epigenomic modulation and safety risks in 
nonclinical and clinical studies.  The potential for transgenerational adverse effects are a major safety concern 
with epigenetic modulation. 
This concern may not be significant for oncology indications (high risk tolerance, limited duration of treatment), 
but is important for chronic treatment non-oncology indications.  The meeting was well attended and enabled a 
lively discussion on how the current state of knowledge in this area can inform nonclinical safety strategies to 
enhance confidence in safety for epigenetic targets. 

 

Preclinical Drug Safety Group Dinner 
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Preliminary Program:  
 

"CounterACT:  Identification of Improved Medical Countermeasures 
for Treating Acute Intoxication with Seizure-inducing Chemical 
Threat Agents” 
 
“Toxicokinetics in Risk Assessment” 
 
“Role of Genetic and Environmental Interactions as Risk Factors for 
the Development of Autism” 
 
“Contributions and Impact of Toxicology on Product Quality and 
Occupational Toxicology Evaluations” 
 
“Integrated Assessment of Cardiovascular Functional Liabilities:  
Electrophysiology and Beyond”  
 
“Use of In Vitro Models to Investigate Short and Long-Term 
Cardiovascular Safety of Small Molecules” 
 

NorCal SOT Spring Symposium 

SAVE-THE-DATE!!!  

Tuesday April 23, 2013 
 South San Francisco Conference Center 

 225 South Airport Rd. South San Francisco, CA 
 

 

It is Spring, so that means time for the NorCal Spring 
Symposium, which offers a time for education and 

camaraderie!   We hope that you will join us! 
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We are pleased to announce the winners for: 

 

Post-doctoral Achievement Award: 

Kathryn Page, PhD, University of California, Berkeley 

 Abstract Number/Poster Board number: 1177 Poster Board-629 

 Abstract Title: Genetic Variation of Iron Metabolism in Mice 

 Session Title: Metals I 

 Presentation Date & Time: March 12, 2013 from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

 

Graduate Student Achievement Award: 

Christopher Barnhart, University of California, Davis 

 Abstract Number/Poster Board number: 1376 Poster Board-410 

 Abstract Title: Developmental PCB 95 exposure affects spatial memory in weanling mice 

 Session Title: Developmental Neurotoxicity 

 Presentation Date & Time: March 12, 2013 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM 

 

Undergraduate Student Travel Award: 

Hiroko Irimagawa, 3rd Year in Molecular Toxicology major, UC Berkeley 

These awards were granted on the basis of merit, including the quality, impact, and novelty of the 
science, as well as their contributions to our society of NorCal SOT. We sincerely thank the review 
committee: Drs. Tao Wang, George Alexeeff, Linval Depass, Susan Rice, George Clemens, Sanjay 
Chanda, and Karen Steinmetz for their careful consideration of the applicants. 

 
In addition NorCal SOT would like to congratulate the winner of the  
SOT Koreans in Toxicology Best Presentation Post-Doctoral Fellow Award: 
 

Kyuri Kim, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, SRI International, Menlo Park, CA 

 Abstract Number/Poster Board number: 2091 Poster Board -204 

 Abstract Title: Endocrine Modulation Potential of Steroids for Possible Applications 
in Contraception Session Title: Reproductive Toxicity 

 Presentation Date & Time: March 13, 2013 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM 

 

Congratulations to all Award Recipients! 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

2012 NorCal SOT Student Award Announcement 
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Postdoc and Student News and Events  

Here is the latest from your student and postdoc NorCal reps. 

Speed Mentoring Event-Success! 

We hosted our first Nor Cal SOT Speed Mentoring event on Wednesday, January 30th. With over 45 
attendees, it was a huge success. The atmosphere was energetic and fast-paced with approximately 20 
rotations of 4-minute discussions between mentors and mentees. We had participants from Cal EPA, 
Genentech, ChemRisk, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, The Buck Institute, Children’s Hospital Oakland Research 
Institute, and more! Thank you to all who participated. We are aiming to have another event soon in a 
different location to include members from all of our NorCal surrounding area. Watch for updates on date, 
time, and location! 

 

Other News... 

The national meeting is coming up and there are lots of activities for students and postdocs to get their teeth 
into. Here are some highlights (see the official SOT app, or website for more details): 
 

Student/Postdoc Mixer 

Sunday, March 10, 7:30-9:00 PM 
CC Ballroom A 
This is a great event to meet new students and postdocs, and re-kindle existing connections. It is an informal 
socializing event, with posters and representatives from all the regional chapters (RCs), special interest 
groups (SIGs), and specialty sections (SSs). Complementary refreshments and a cash bar will be available. 
Tickets are required for this event, so make sure you sign up during registration. You will also have the 
opportunity to sign up for ‘Lunch With An Expert’, and ‘Poster Tours for Trainees’ if you haven’t already. 
 

In Vitro Toxicology Lecture & Luncheon 

Monday, March 11, 12:00-1:20 
CC Room 006 
This is a fun way to spend a Monday lunch. You will learn about in vitro toxicology techniques and how they 
can be used as an alternative to animal research in a collaborative and informal setting, where there is lots of 
time for group discussions, and you can meet some great students, postdocs, and professionals alike. 
Participants will hear an introductory talk from Hisham Hamadeh, and discuss and report questions and 
responses in groups. Tickets are required, and space is limited so don’t forget to sign up. 
 

Postdoctoral Assembly Luncheon 

Tuesday, March 12, 12:00-1:15 
CC Room 006 
If you are a postdoc, and attending the annual meeting you should be at this event! It’s a great way to meet 
new postdocs and chat to old acquaintances. Tickets cost $10, and include a three-course meal and soft 
drinks. This event gives postdocs a chance to kickback and chill with fellow peers, whilst hearing who won 
postdoc awards from the various RCs, SIGs, and SSs, as well as the Best Postdoc Publication Award, and most 
importantly you can WIN SOME FANCY PRIZES!!! Don’t miss out!! 
Remember, download the free SOT 2013 meeting app to search for events, abstracts, attendees, and more! 

 
Also, don’t forget to come to our local Nor Cal Spring Symposium! See page 2 for details. 
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A Review of the Fall 2012 NorCal SOT Symposium 

On 27th September 2012, NorCal SOT hosted the 2012 Fall Symposium at the Genentech 
facilities in South San Francisco.   The theme of the symposium was “New Frontiers in 
Oncology Drug Development”.  The NorCal SOT President, Dr. Jeff Tepper, along with the 
Board of Directors greeted approximately 70 attendees from regional business, government 
and academia. Our featured speakers and their topics are listed below:   
 

 Dr. Howard Maibach, Professor of Dermatology, UCSF: Tox Lessons Learned- Four 
Decades of FDA Dermatology Drug Withdrawals 

 Rafael Ponce PhD DABT, Scientific Director, Comparative Biology & Safety 
Assessment, Amgen:  Immunomodulation and Cancer: Different Relationships Across 
Diseases and Disease States? 

 Laura Shawver PhD, CEO, Cleave Biosciences and Founder Clearity Foundation: 
Applications of Genomic Profiling for Real Time Decisions in Cancer Treatment 

 Stephen Safe DPhil, Distinguished Professor, Dept. of Veterinary Physiology & 
Pharmacology, Texas A&M University: The Function of Micro-RNAs in Cancer and Their 
Potential as Drug Targets 

 Jocelyn Holash PhD, Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research: Preclinical Strategies 
to Help Better Identify Responder Populations in the Clinic 

 Judd Rice PhD, Associate Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of Southern California, Keck School of 
Medicine: Epigenetics: Role in Biology and Cancer 

 Melissa Schutten DVM, PhD, DACVP, Scientist-Pathologist, Safety Assessment, 
Genentech:  Modes of Toxicity of Antibody Drug Conjugates 

 Tom Gelzleichter PhD DABT, Senior Scientist, Biotherapeutics Toxicology Group, 
Genentech: Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risk for Biotechnology-Derived Therapeutics 

 
Speakers and attendees engaged in lively discussions about the symposium topics over 
breakfast, lunch, and a wine and cheese reception provided by our Sponsors. The always 
popular Lunch with an Expert event attracted graduate and undergraduate student and 
mentors.  
 

Above all, we would like to appreciate and thank our Sponsors for making this 
event a success:  

 Silver Sponsors:  BioReliance, Genentech, Gilead, MPI Research and WIL Research  

 Bronze Sponsors: Biotox Sciences, ChanTest, Charles River, Covance,  
 ITR Laboratories, Novartis and Pacific BioLabs  
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Although, basic science is taught in our schools, not much 
is mentioned about the Science of Toxicology and its role 
in environment and human health.  Recently, the regional 
chapters were asked to establish a K-12 outreach program 
in order to increase effort on educating K-12 students in 
the science of toxicology.   Last year, the NorCal Chapter 
organized the K-12 event that occurred on the Saturday 
before the SOT national meeting at San Francisco.  To 
continue with the outreach program, we have made it our 
mission to maintain a broad and comprehensive 
educational outreach effort in order to address both 
regional needs, and the SOT strategic priority of building 
for the future of toxicology, as well as expanding and 
deepening member engagement.  NorCal chapter and 
Women in Toxicology (WIT) are co-sponsoring this event 
and we have partnered with Berkeley Toxicology Student 
Association (ToxSA) to carry out these goals.   
 
This year’s event will be a half-day hands event on toxicology for grades 6-7 age group which 
will be held on Sunday April 7th at Audubon Elementary School in Foster City from 2-5PM. 
Approximately 40 students (2 Girls Scout troops) will be participating.  Through this program we 
will bring the Science of Toxicology to Grade 6-7 age group in a fun, safe, and interactive way, 
raising the student’s interest not only in science but also in the field of toxicology.  Once the 
experiments are completed the students will write a one page report at home and submit the 
report to a toxicologist in order to receive a badge/patch. In addition to the ToxSA students, 
total of 10 toxicology volunteers will be present to address students and parents questions 
about the field of toxicology or activities of the day in general.   
 
Exposing the children at this young age to the field will have an everlasting effect.  We believe 
engaging and guiding young scientists early in their career is a key to ensuring a productive 
career in toxicological sciences.  In addition, by partnering the ToxSA students, we will help this 
group of young scientist to learn how to mentor and teach toxicology in a manner that is 
understood by general public and young audience.    
 
Many thanks to Women in Toxicology Specialty Interest Group (WIT) for assisting NorCal SOT 
in  sponsoring the Girl Scout Event this year. 
  
We are currently in need of 10 toxicology volunteers to help with the activities on the Day of the 
event. If you are interested please contact: Toufan Parman (Email: parmant@hotmail.com). We 
will need to have all of our volunteers by no later than March 25 

Practical Toxicology Course  

This course will focus on cutting-edge issues involving real-world toxicology in drug discovery, pesticide 
regulation, and stem cell research, etc. Many well-known toxicologists, regulators and consultants from 
pharmaceutical companies, chemical industries, private consulting firms, non-profit institutes, and federal and 
state regulatory agencies in the Bay Area have been, and will be invited to present aspects of their daily work in 
class.  If you are interested in involving, teaching and talking to Cal students, please contact the instructor, Dr. 
Luoping Zhang (luoping@berkeley.edu). Speakers should understand what graduate students and senior 
undergrads need to know before entering the real world. This course will cover practical and useful topics such 
as:  

a) What do we really need to know to practice toxicology?  

b) What are toxicologists doing at their job-sites?  

c) What are the major tools used in toxicology fields? 

Learning outside the classroom will be another major focus and differs from other existing toxicology courses 
offered at Berkeley. To better prepare our students for the real world, we will use combined teaching/learning 
styles including lecture with discussion sections, site-visits, hands-on experience in a toxicology lab, and 
student group assignments or projects. 
This class will provide students with an opportunity to visit real-world sites and allow them to better 

understand what they really need to know and to learn. Our students will conduct their assigned final 
research projects throughout the course and will present their results at our local NorCal SOT spring 
meeting. 
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K-12 Event 
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Don’t Miss the NorCal SOT Reception at the Annual Meeting in San Antonio! 

 

Mark your calendars for the Northern California SOT regional chapter reception: 

Tuesday March 12, 7-10pm 

 

(www.zincwine.com) 

207 North Presa Street  

From the Henry B Gonzalez Convention Center walk one block up Market St  
(against flow of 1-way traffic) and turn right on N. Presa St. 

The event will include complimentary appetizers and a cash bar (first drink is free).  Join 
us for a fun night of networking and catching up with colleagues and friends. We will also 
be presenting our Student Achievement awards and announce the newly elected 
Executive Committee members. 

 We look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
 

http://www.zincwine.com/

