Fall 2024

Northern California SOT

President’s Message

Dear NorCal SOT Members,

As we continue this productive year for our society, I am
honored to serve as President of this Chapter and to work
alongside each of you in advancing our core mission: To
serve as a focal point for toxicological interests across
Northern California. Our Chapter strives to connect local
Toxicologists from diverse sectors, including
government, academia and industry, and we continue to
encourage meaningful interactions and collaboration
through our events such as our Spring and Fall
Symposiums, early career networking and mentoring events, and our Chapter
reception at the SOT annual meeting.

A key component of our mission is to provide a strong foundation for
emerging Toxicologists, particularly students and postdoctoral fellows,
through initiatives that foster education, networking and career development.
In addition to our annual Awards program that provides crucial travel funds to
the SOT annual meeting, our Chapter hosts a Lunch with a Mentor event at
our annual Spring Symposium, and a new event on the horizon — a Virtual
Mentoring event in collaboration with the Pacific Northwest Association of
Toxicologists (PANWAT) Regional Chapter — is being planned by our
Postdoctoral representative Lo-Wei Lin and Student representative Heehay
Park. Please save the date for January 30, 2025! These events serve to create
pathways that support both individual and collective growth, so we encourage
all members to engage with these initiatives, be it as a mentor or mentee (or
simply a volunteer organizer!) as your contributions help to shape the next
generation of Toxicology leaders.

This work would not be possible without the commitment of our exceptional
volunteers, in particular our stellar Executive Committee (see listing at right).
Their dedication brings our programs and events to life, creating opportunities
that unite our community and advance our shared mission. I extend my
heartfelt thanks for each of you for your time, energy and passion for
strengthening Toxicology in our region.

Thank you all for your continued engagement, and let’s work together to make
this year a remarkable one for our Regional Chapter and for toxicologists
across Northern California.

Warm regards,
Claire Neilan, PhD, DABT
President, Northern California SOT Regional Chapter
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A Recap of the NorCal SOT 2024 Fall Symposium

NorCal SOT recently hosted an in-person Fall Symposium focusing on Preclinical to Clinical
translation on Tuesday, October 15, 2024 at the Crowne Plaza Foster City, titled “Bridging the
Gap: Translating Toxicology from Bench to Bedside”.

The agenda of speakers and their topics were as follows:

o Skeletons in the Dataset: Uncovering Hidden Patterns in Reused Research Data
Patrick Turk, Instem / Centrus (formerly eTransafe)

e Human Intestinal Organoid Models for Translational Safety
Jessica Klein, Genentech

e Capturing Complex Biology is Critical for Accurate In Vitro Prediction of Developmental
Toxicity
Dan Roberts, Toxys

e Utility of Bile Acid Homeostasis Changes to Understand Hepatoxicity Risk in Drug
Discovery and Development
Dewakar Sangaraju, Genentech

® Drug Target Humanized Mice: An Alternative In Vivo Toxicology Platform After
Traditional Animal Models
Jay Zhang, Biocytogen

e Arrhythmogenic Drug Evaluation in a High Throughput 3D Cardiac Microtissue System
Kevin Healy, UC Berkeley

Sponsor Presentations:

e Accelerate Drug Development: Leveraging the New FDA Draft GASK and Platform
Technology Guidance
Labcorp

e Juvenile Nonhuman Primate Safety Assessment Studies for Pediatric New Drug Modalities:
Current Trends
Altasciences

After a full day of exciting presentations, we capped off the evening with a social networking
event. This was our first time opening the event to those that were unable to attend the preceding
symposium, with attendees comprised of local scientific professionals from biotech/pharma,
government, academia, and CROs, as well as members from the Pharmaceutical & Bioscience
Society (PBSS) and American College of Toxicology (ACT). Utilizing our platform to bring
scientists from all over the Bay Area together, we encourage learning, exchanging the latest in
scientific knowledge, and sharing our experiences with a broader audience. One memorable
highlight was meeting first-year PhD students who had driven 2 hours to attend the networking
event eager to get information from professionals in the field to help them identify suitable career
paths to pursue. This is a prime example of the valuable opportunities NorCal SOT provides for
students to gain early exposure to the circle of dream professions beyond their coursework.
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(L) Attendees mingle at the networking event, (R) Speakers and Officers enjoy dinner
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We would like to recognize and thank our Sponsors for this symposium:
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New NorCal SOT Members as of October 2024

Greetings,

On behalf of the members of the Northern California Regional Chapter, we are thrilled to welcome
you to the Society of Toxicology and our vibrant community! As a new Regional Chapter member,
you’ll find a wealth of opportunities to communicate, collaborate, and connect with fellow
members both regionally and nationally. Check out the Northern California SOT website for
exciting updates on meetings, newsletters, awards, governance, educational outreach, and so much
more! We are excited to have you join us and encourage you to dive in and become an active
participant in the Northern California Regional Chapter.

Welcome aboard!

Your Northern California SOT Executive Committee

First Name Last Name Affiliation (if known)

Aishwarya Bhusal University of California, Davis
Benjamin Deters University of California, Berkeley
Cytlali Mendoza Vera University of California, Berkeley
Daniel Porter University of California, Berkeley
Dean Tat University of California, Berkeley
Farnaz Malekjahani Cal EPA

Guy Lalonde -

Janis Prak University of California, Berkeley
Jasmin Hurtado-Mendez University of California, Berkeley
Jessica Klein Genentech

Junxi Chen University of California, Berkeley
Kimberly Perez Maldonado | University of California, Berkeley
Matthew Williams -

Mei-Yun Cheng University of California, Davis
Michael O'Brien University of Georgia

Seoyun Kim University of California, Berkeley
Sumira Phatak University of New Mexico
Vincent Lee University of California, Berkeley
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Postdoc/Student Corner

NorCal Undergraduate and Graduate Student and
Postdoctoral Awards

Attention All NorCal Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Members,

The NorCal SOT regional chapter provides Undergraduate, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral
Awards for the Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting. We encourage all eligible student and
postdoctoral members to apply.

e NorCal SOT Undergraduate Student Travel Award to SOT Annual Meeting — One
cash award up to a maximum of $1,000 will be used to reimburse original receipts to
include all or partial costs of transportation to and/or accommodation at the SOT Annual
Meeting.

e NorCal SOT Graduate Student Achievement Award — Cash award(s) on the basis of
merit, including the quality, impact and novelty of the science.

e NorCal SOT Postdoctoral Achievement Award — Cash award(s) on the basis of merit,
including the quality, impact and novelty of the science.

Links to the SOT award application system can be found on the NorCal SOT website’s Awards
page.

Application deadline: January 3, 2025. Winners will be notified by late January 2025.

Questions? Contact Cleo Leung and Maryam Tarazkar.

Please note: An accepted abstract is a requirement for the grad and postdoc awards. The SOT
abstract site is open now until November 13, 2024 at the following link:
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM?2025/abstract-submissions.asp
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There are a multitude of additional award opportunities available for students and fellows
through SOT. A small sampling with upcoming deadlines are listed below. For a complete list of
awards please visit https://sot.toxicology.org/award.

Honorary Membership | Deadline: November 04

MixSS Jane Ellen Simmons SOT Travel Award | Deadline: November 13
ASIO Outstanding Early Career Scientist Award | Deadline: November 15
RSESS Best Paper of the Year Award | Deadline: November 15

Explore and Apply for SOT Awards
in a Whole New Way

New online system makes it easier than ever to search for
awards and to submit your application.

r

Filter by Clear All

Career Designation

O All Scientists Search for Awards
O Educators

O Graduate Students

O Postdoctoral

O Undergraduate Students

Award Type Filter by
Gareer Designation

AUG14 3
O SOT Awards NCSOT Graduate Student Platform Presentation

Sortby Deadline Soonest

O SOT Endowment Awards
O Supported Awards

www.toxicology.org/awards
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Upcoming Events

Connecting Minds: Virtual Panel Discussion for NorCal and
PANWAT SOT Members

&AL PACIFIC NORTHWEST

| & <t Association of Toxicologists

P e ———

Save the date! NorCal SOT is excited to be partnering with the Pacific Northwest Association of

Toxicologists (PANWAT) Regional Chapter to host a virtual mentoring event on January 30,
2025 at 12:00-1:30pm Pacific. Look out for details on how to join as a mentor or mentee.

The NorCal SOT Annual Meeting Reception

NorCal SOT will host a reception at the upcoming 2025 Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting
in Orlando, FL. Details will be posted to the NorCal SOT website’s Events page in the coming
months. Stay tuned!
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Announcements

Officer Elections

As a member-driven organization, the NorCal SOT Executive Committee relies on the energy and
commitment of volunteers like you to help shape our community and lead us into the future.

We are currently seeking nominations for positions on the Executive Committee, and we
encourage all interested members to nominate themselves. This is a fantastic opportunity to
contribute to the growth of NorCal SOT, collaborate with fellow members, and make a lasting
impact on our regional chapter.

This year, the NorCal SOT Board has 4 positions open for the term beginning May 2025:
o VP-Elect (4-year term)
e Secretary (2-year term)
e Treasurer (2-year term)

e Councilor (2-year term)

Officer roles and responsibilities can be found on the NorCal SOT website’s Officers page. If
you are interested in serving on the board, please send your name, a brief biosketch (example
below), and a short statement of interest (2-3 sentences; optional but encouraged) to Ray
Zhang by November 11, 2024. Candidates will be informed of the election results in February
2025, and we will announce the winners at the NorCal SOT Annual Meeting Reception in Orlando,
FL.

Thank you for your continued support and participation. We look forward to receiving your
nominations!

Sample Biosketch: This is a guideline - you may revise at your discretion.
Full Name, [including degrees and affiliations]

[Title] Dr. [Last Name] is a/the [Current position] at [place of employment], where they [Summary
of work]. They received their doctorate in [Field] from [School/University] in [Year] and was a
postdoctoral scholar at [Institution] from [Years]. [Title]. [Last Name] has served on the [study
sections, panels, etc.] at the [Organization, i.e. NIH, EPA, etc.]. They are author/co-author of
[Number] [Publications including peer-reviewed articles and/or book chapters, etc.]. They have
been a member of the SOT since [Year] and has served the SOT in the following capacities:
[Offices/positions held].
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