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President’s Message 

 

Northern California September 2017 

  

  

 

Dear NorCal SOT Regional Chapter Members, 

 

First of all, I would like to welcome all of our  

new members to the chapter and thank all of 

our continuing members and Sponsors for their 

support! I would like to take this opportunity 

to highlight some of our chapter’s 

accomplishments since our last Spring  

Newsletter. Our new 2017-2018 Board has been 

very busy planning a wide variety of events,  

including the upcoming 2017 Fall Symposium, Reception at the 2018 SOT 

Annual Meeting in San Antonio, TX and several student outreach and 

professional development events.  

 

The upcoming Fall Symposium (spearheaded by our Vice President, Kathryn 

Page) is going to focus on the theme of The 3’Rs: Replacement, Reduction, 

Refinement. We have a broad range of speakers to cover not only the  

alternatives to animal testing, but to also improve animal welfare and  

scientific quality where the use of animals cannot be avoided. We hope that  

you can join us for this exciting symposium on Thursday, September 28
th

 at 

the South San Francisco Convention Center. 

 

I also want to take the opportunity again to thank our last 2016-2017 Board for 

putting on a magnificent Spring Symposium in our first joint venture with 

Pharmaceutical & BioSciences Society International (PBSS) to bring our 

member presentations on Combination Therapy: Fundamentals, Advances & 

Case Studies. This joint symposium was a huge success! This meeting truly  

reminded me on how engaged our NorCal members are! In addition, we had 

a great turnout for our continuing “Lunch with an Expert”. I encourage our 

young students, early professionals and seasoned mentors to sign up for the 

next “Lunch with an Expert” at the upcoming symposium to exchange ideas 

and experiences. 

 

The NorCal SOT Reception at the 57
th

 SOT Annual Meeting will be held at 

the Zinc Bistro and Wine Bar on Tuesday, March 13, 2018. Our postdoctoral 

and student representatives (Suren and Rosemarie) are busy planning for this 

fun event so please save the date and hope to see you all there in San Antonio, 

TX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm Regards 

Doris T. Zane, PhD, DABT 
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Our chapter has also continued to provide mentoring opportunities for our students and 

postdoctoral fellows. On June 29, 2017, NorCal SOT hosted a career mentoring event at 

Veterinary Medicine 3B on the UC Davis campus. Suren and Rosemarie coordinated this 

wonderful event where our members served as mentors on topics such as career pathways 

outside of academia, transition phase and landing their first position. Our chapter hopes to host 

another student outreach event later this year so stay tuned. 

 

Toufan Parman and I have continued with our K-12 outreach efforts. Toufan along with one her 

colleagues at SRI, Mr. Edward Riccio, are mentoring two students from San Mateo High School 

who are investigating the genotoxicity of a cosmetic product.  Since the beginning of summer, 

NorCal SOT has been supporting the Biotechnology Institute (BTI) at Carlmont High School in 

Belmont, CA through active participation in its steering committee and attendance at its biannual 

symposiums. Our new member and education liaison, Rosario Mollo, has been leading the 

charge. Read all about it in the K-12 Event Report section.  
 
In closing, I am very excited to be a part of this energetic chapter. I encourage all of you to 

continue your enthusiasm, bring new ideas, and let us know what we can do to better serve you 

and the chapter. 

 

Warm Regards 

Doris T. Zane, PhD, DABT 

President, Northern California SOT Regional Chapter 
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NorCal SOT Fall Symposium 2017 
Title:  The 3R’s 
Date:  September 28, 2017 
Location: South San Francisco Conference Center 

South San Francisco, CA 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

 

Morning Session 

7:30 am – 8:30 am Registration & Breakfast 

8:30 am – 8:45 am 

Opening message from The NorCal SOT President 

Doris Tham Zane, PhD, DABT, Sr. Director of Preclinical 

Development, Intarcia Therapeutics, Inc. 

8:45 am – 9:30 am 

Integrated toxicology (3Rs in action) and how in vitro toxicology is 

critical for success for a dermal IND  

Clive Roper, PhD, Head, In Vitro Sciences, Charles River  

9:30 am – 10:15 

am 

Adopting a Culture of Care by Implementing the 3Rs in Animal Use 

Lisa Wong, Non-clinical Study Monitor, Genentech 

10:15 am – 10:30 

am 

Coffee Break 

10:30 am – 11:15 

am 

Modernizing the “six-pack” testing strategy: influx of modern in 

vitro techniques 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin, PhD, MBA, Study Director, Institute for In 

Vitro Sciences, Inc. 

11:15 am – 12:00 

pm 

To Each Their Own: Molecular Mechanisms of Inter-Individual 

Variability in 

Toxic Exposure Effects 

Shaun D. McCullough, PhD, Principal Investigator, US Environmental 

Protection Agency 

12:00 pm – 1:00 

pm 

Lunch Break: Lunch with Experts 

Afternoon Session 

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm Chapter announcements and acknowledgements 

1:15 pm – 2:30 pm 
In Silico Toxicology Protocols 

Glenn J. Myatt, Chief Scientific Officer, Leadscope Inc.  

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm Coffee Break 

2:45 pm – 3:30 pm 

Microphysiological Organ Systems (Organs on Chips) for Drug 

Discovery, Disease Modeling, and Precision Medicine  

Kevin E. Healy, PhD, Jan Fandrianto and Selfia Halim Distinguished 

Professorship in Engineering, Professor of Bioengineering, Professor of 

Materials Science and Engineering,  University of California at 

Berkeley 

3:30 pm – 3:40 pm Closing Remarks 

3:40 pm – 5:00 pm Reception & Networking 

See NorCal Website for updates 

https://www.aim-hq.com/netForumSOT/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=SOT&Webcode=EvtRedirector&RegPath=EventRegFees&REg_evt_key=998a60ca-17c2-47c6-9ba1-88ad60810290&evt_title=NCALSOTF17
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/events.asp
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New NorCal SOT Members as of September 2017 

Welcome! 

First Name Last Name Affiliation 

Felicia Castriota UC Berkeley 

Katharina Dach University of California, Davis 

Subham Dasgupta University of California Riverside 

Kristin Homme International Academy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology 

Ursula Jeffry FivePrime Therapeutics 

Allen Louie Genentech 

Usha Nagavarapu Biopharmx 

Mary Saunders Janssen Research and Development LLC 

Martin Schmuck University of California, Davis  

Ankur Singhal Exponent Inc 
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NorCal Undergraduate and Graduate Student and Postdoctoral 

Awards 

 
• NorCal SOT Undergraduate Student Travel Award to SOT Annual Meeting  

– One cash award up to a maximum of $500 will be used to reimburse original 
receipts to include all or partial costs of transportation to and/or accommodation 
at the SOT Annual Meeting.  

– Graduate Student Achievement Award  
– Cash award(s) on the basis of merit, including the quality, impact and novelty of 

the science 
– Postdoctoral Achievement Award  
– Cash award(s) on the basis of merit, including the quality, impact and novelty of 

the science. 
 
For more information and requirements on NorCal SOT Awards see website:  
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp   
 
Application deadline: Jan 15 for all Awards.  Winners will be notified by February 10. 
Contact: Christopher Frantz (frantzc@gene.com) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/NorCal/awards.asp
mailto:frantzc@gene.com
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A Review of the 2017 Spring NorCal SOT Symposium  

On May 16, 2017, NorCal SOT hosted the 2017 Spring Symposium at South San Francisco 
Conference Center in South San Francisco, CA.  The title of the symposium was “Combination 
Therapy:  Fundamentals, Advances & Case Studies”.  The NorCal SOT President, Dr. Toufan 
Parman, along with the Board of Directors greeted 164 registered attendees from regional 
business, government, and academia.  Our featured speakers and their topics were as follows:   
 

 Safety Assessment of Combination Therapeutic Agents: Regulatory:  Philip Gatti, FDA  

 Addressing The Challenges With The Discovery of Combination Peptide:  Paul Feldman, 
Intarcia  

 Challenges and solutions in the development of multi-analyte bioanalytical methods:  
Jonathan Wang, Genentech  

 Manufacturing and Patient Administration Considerations for the Development of an 
Ocular Combination Therapy:  Lynn Genarro, Genentech  

 Evaluation of DILI Predictive Hypotheses in Early Drug Development:  Rosa Chan, UCSF 

 Combination Toxicity Study of 2 Approved Cardiovascular Drugs:  Anne Chester, Gilead  

 Combination Drug Applications: Nonclinical Reviewer Perspectives:  Jessica Hawes, 
FDA  

 Antibody-Drug Conjugates for the Treatment of Cancer:  Thomas Pillow, Genentech  
 
This symposium was conducted jointly with the local pharmaceutical society PBSS. The meeting 
was a great success, with high attendance and excellent comments post meeting. 

 
Above all, we would like to recognize and thank our Sponsors for making this event a success:  

 Gold Sponsors: Envigo and Lovelace Biomedical 

 Silver Sponsors: BioReliance, Charles River Laboratories, ITR Laboratories, MPI Research 
Inc., SNBL, and SRI International 

 Bronze Sponsors: BASi, CiToxLAB Research Inc., Comparative Biosciences, Covance, 
Cyprotex, Eurofins Pharma Bioanalytics, Genentech, Gilead, MicroConstants, Organovo, 
QPS, Qualyst Transporter Solutions, Ricerca, Seventh Wave Laboratories, Vium, and 
WuXi 
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K-12 Event Report  
 
The NorCal SOT has been supporting the Biotechnology Institute (BTI) at Carlmont High School 
in Belmont, CA; through active participation in its steering committee and attendance at its 
biannual symposium.  Built on a 17-year history of offering biotech classes to all students, this 
three-year cross-curricular, science based program excels in teaching students unsurpassed 
laboratory skills, strong reading, writing, and critical thinking skills and well developed business 
communication skills.  What stands out most about the BTI program is the way professional 
integration shows students the myriad of options available to them within the biotech sector 
and SOT is a key partner in that effort.  Specifically, SOT is contributing to the vision for 
expansion and to the value proposition statements geared to creating public awareness and 
support.  

 
 
For further information and to support BTI, you may contact: 
 
Faith Velschow 
Director of Mentoring and Career Services 
fvelschow@seq.org 
 

Rosario Mollo, Ph.D. 
SOT Education Liaison for BTI 
armollo@hotmail.com 
 
 
NorCal SOT High School Exploration and Presentation Program (HSEAP) 
 
Our Past President is leading the HSEAP program again this year working with Mr. Edward 
Riccio Director of Genetic Toxicology at SRI.  Together they are mentoring two students from 
San Mateo High School working on the genetic toxicity of “Revlon Moon Drops Lip 
Conditioner”.  If you are interested in mentoring high school students please contact Toufan 
Parman (parmant@hotmail.com).   
 

mailto:fvelschow@seq.org
mailto:armollo@hotmail.com
mailto:parmant@hotmail.com
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Postdoc/Student Corner 
 

By Suren B. Bandara, PhD, Postdoctoral Rep. and Rosemarie De La Rosa, PhD Candidate, 
Graduate Student Rep. 
 
News, events, and updates from your NorCal SOT student and postdoc representatives. 
 
Past Events 
On June 29, 2017, NorCal SOT hosted a career mentoring event at Veterinary Medicine 3B on 
the UC Davis campus.  The event was organized to help graduate students and postdocs in 
toxicology identify career pathways outside of academia, specifically the focus was on the 
transition phase and landing that first industry/government position.  Participants enjoyed 
good food and drinks while mentors offered perspectives on successful approaches to job 
hunting and key decision they made that brought them to where they are now.  Mentors 
represented companies such as Genentech, Charles River, Chevron, ChemRisk as well as 
CalEPA-OEHHA/DPR.  We would like to thank everyone who came out to Davis, especially the 
mentors, as it is they who are instrumental in making NorCal SOT career events such as this a 
great success.     
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Upcoming Events 
 

 Host: Charles River 
Event Title: 2nd Annual Viral Safety & Viral Clearance Summit 
Location: San Mateo Marriott 
1770 South Amphlett Blvd. 
San Mateo, California 94402 

 
Date: October 10 – 11, 2017 
 
Description:  
Join Charles River for their 2nd Annual Viral Safety and Viral Clearance Summit October 10 – 11, 
2017 at the San Mateo Marriott in San Mateo, CA. The 2-day summit, located in the Bay Area, 
unites industry professionals in an interactive setting to share updates and discuss trends in the 
realm of viral safety and viral clearance. Also, during the summit, experts in the industry will 
discuss the topic of viral safety and viral clearance design for continuous processing and the use 
of membrane absorbers in your purification processes. Speakers include industry 
representatives from Amgen, Just Biotherapeutics, Boehringer Ingelheim, and Genentech.   
 
The collegial spirit of this meeting will create exceptional opportunities for information sharing 
and networking while you enjoy the heart of biotech on the San Francisco Bay. The registration 
fee includes daily breakfast and lunch, as well as a reception on Tuesday evening. Attendees 
can also receive a discounted hotel rate. Combined with our assembly of industry-leading 
experts and the highest level of drug development information and resources available, the 
Charles River Viral Safety & Viral Clearance Summit is a great value. 
 
For more information or to registration, visit the event webpage: 
http://www.cvent.com/events/viral-clearance-viral-safety-summit/event-summary-
077af5ea6f4547a8ac7a44c03ee6283d.aspx 
 
 
 

 Save the dates 
o Annual SOT Reception 

March 13, 2018 from 7-10pm at the Zinc Bistro & Bar in San Antonio, TX. 
 

o 2018 Spring Symposium  
Tentatively scheduled for April 17, 2018. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

Practical Toxicology Course  

This course will focus on cutting-edge issues involving real-world toxicology in drug discovery, pesticide 
regulation, and stem cell research, etc. Many well-known toxicologists, regulators and consultants from 
pharmaceutical companies, chemical industries, private consulting firms, non-profit institutes, and federal and 
state regulatory agencies in the Bay Area have been, and will be invited to present aspects of their daily work in 
class.  If you are interested in involving, teaching and talking to Cal students, please contact the instructor, Dr. 
Luoping Zhang (luoping@berkeley.edu). Speakers should understand what graduate students and senior 
undergrads need to know before entering the real world. This course will cover practical and useful topics such 
as:  

a) What do we really need to know to practice toxicology?  

b) What are toxicologists doing at their job-sites?  

c) What are the major tools used in toxicology fields? 

Learning outside the classroom will be another major focus and differs from other existing toxicology courses 
offered at Berkeley. To better prepare our students for the real world, we will use combined teaching/learning 
styles including lecture with discussion sections, site-visits, hands-on experience in a toxicology lab, and 
student group assignments or projects. 
This class will provide students with an opportunity to visit real-world sites and allow them to better 

understand what they really need to know and to learn. Our students will conduct their assigned final 
research projects throughout the course and will present their results at our local NorCal SOT spring 
meeting. 
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