
 
 

 
“Emerging Contaminants and Toxicity” 

Friday, October 11, 2024 
 

8:00 AM–8:45 AM  Registration, Breakfast, and Poster Setup 

8:45 AM–9:00 AM  Welcome and Introduction: Chris Kassotis for MISOT Leadership 

9:00 AM–10:00 AM  Dr. Rita Loch-Caruso, Professor Emerita of Toxicology, Department of Environmental 
Health Sciences, University of Michigan: Contaminants of Emerging Concern from a 
Global Perspective to My Community 

10:00 AM–11:00 AM Dr. Kirsten Overdahl, Chemist, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, 
National Institutes of Health: True Colors Revealed: Exposomics and Metabolomics 
Approaches to Characterize Azobenzene Disperse Dyes as Emerging Contaminants of 
Concern 

11:00 AM–11:15 AM  Coffee Break 

11:15 AM–12:15 PM  Trainee Platform Presentations (SESSION 1) 
• Platform 1: Saamera Awali, Michigan State University. The Nrf2 Activator, tBHQ, Blunts Dendritic Cell 

Function upon Influenza A Infection. 
• Platform 2: Tomoko Ishikawa, University of Michigan. Effects of Exposure to Perfluorooctanoic Acid on 

Differentiation and Function of Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cell-Derived Cardiomyocytes. 
• Platform 3: Samantha Heldman, Wayne State University. Early Developmental Exposure to Liquid 

Crystal Monomer Mixtures Impacts Zebrafish Locomotive Behavior, Cellular Respiration, and Adiposity. 
• Platform 4: Dr. Heather Guetterman, Michigan State University. Periconceptional Arsenic Exposure, 

One-Carbon Metabolism Biomarkers, and Population-based Risk of Neural Tube Defects. 
 

12:15 PM–1:30 PM  Lunch Break; Career Opportunities in Toxicology 
 

Trainees and mentors return to the main room for lunch!  
We will have experts from several fields including academia, government, industry, and more! 
Trainees and experts will participate in a “speed-mentoring” style lunch, with rotations to visit each 
expert’s table. 

 
1:30 PM–2:30 PM  Trainee Platform Presentations (SESSION 2) 

• Platform 5: Samantha Musso, Michigan State University. Fibroblast Growth Factor 1 Modulates 
Kynurenine Uptake in an In Vitro Model of Estrogen Receptor Positive Tamoxifen Resistant Breast Cancer. 

• Platform 6: Maria Cinzori, Michigan State University. Cross-Sectional Associations of Urinary Phthalate 
Levels with Oxidative Stress and Total Antioxidant Capacity in Midlife Women. 

• Platform 7: Caitlin Schneider, Michigan State University. VWF-Platelet Interactions Drive Hepatic Injury 
in Experimental Acute Liver Failure. 

• Platform 8: Ariana Haidari, University of Michigan. Prenatal Phthalate Exposure and DNA Methylation 
Trajectories in Childhood and Adolescence in a Mexican Birth Cohort. 

2:30 PM–2:40 PM  Baked Brie Break / Transition to posters 

2:40 PM–3:40 PM  Poster Session 

3:45 PM–4:45 PM Dr. Laura Vandenberg, Associate Vice Chancellor and Vice Provost for Research & 
Engagement, Professor of Environmental Health Sciences, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst: Double the Trouble: Exposures to Estrogenic Chemicals During Pregnancy 
Affect Both the Mother and Her Offspring. 

4:45 PM–5:00 PM  Closing Comments and Award Announcements 


