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I.  Officers/Committees: 

Officers  2016-2017 2017-2018 

President: Jared Brown Cassandra Rice 

Vice President:  Cassandra Rice Debra MacKenzie 

Vice President Elect: Debra MacKenzie Ting Wang 

Secretary/Treasurer: Karen Cooper Karen Cooper 

Past President Yin Chen Jared Brown 

Councilors: Todd Thompson Todd Thompson 

  Yin Chen  

PDA Representative:  Erica Dashner 

GSLC Representative:  Monica Sandoval-Johnson Sebastian Medina 

Junior Student Representative Sebastian Medina Erica Toth 

 

II. Activities: 

35th Annual MWSOT Regional Chapter Meeting was 

held in Albuquerque, New Mexico at the Albuquerque 

Uptown Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center from 

September 20-22, 2017.   The Regional meeting this year 

was held in tandem with the American Association of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences-Rocky Mountain Discussion 

Group (AAPS-RMDG).  This joint conference provided 

a unique local forum for scientists from industry and 

academia to interact and promote pharmaceutical and 

toxicological sciences in the Rocky Mountain region.  

The meeting opened with a networking reception for 

both MWSOT and AAPS-RMDG conferee’s held on the 

evening of September 20 from 6 to 9 PM.  The theme for 

the joint conference was “Insights from the 

past….shaping the future: Research at the intersection of 

pharmaceutics and toxicology”.  The agenda for this 

conference is included as Appendix I.  Following a 

networking breakfast, the meeting began with a joint plenary 

session and keynote speaker Dr. Anthony Hickey from 

Research Triangle Institute in North Carolina who gave a talk 

entitled “Therapeutic Aerosol Delivery and Disposition: the 

importance of local and systemic pharmacokinetics”.  

Following the plenary session the group broke into separate 

thematic sessions.  The morning session for MWSOT was 

“Insights into cardio and pulmonary toxicology” and the 

afternoon session was “Neuro/Developmental Toxicology”.  

Figure 2: MWSOT Officers (from left to right) 
Sebastian Medina, Erica Dashner-Titus, 
Debra MacKenzie, Cassandra Rice, Ting 
Wang, and Karen Cooper 

Figure 1: MWSOT Regional meeting 
poster session discussion 



Each session had a mix of 30 minute presentations from invited speakers and 15 

minute presentations from selected abstracts submitted from undergraduate, graduate and 

postdoctoral students.  During the lunch hour a joint student and postdoctoral workshop 

lunch was held entitled “Project Management in the Sciences”.  This was led by John 

Atkins, PMP, CSM, a certified project management executive.  Following the afternoon 

breakout sessions a joint networking reception and poster session was held from 5-7 PM.  

There were 33 posters presented with 25 from MWSOT members and 8 from AAPS-RMDG.  

Posters were presented by a mix of faculty, undergraduate and graduate students and 

postdoctoral fellows.  On Friday, September 22, the meeting began with a networking breakfast 

and was followed by a second plenary session and keynote address from Dr. Lois Lehman-

McKeeman (Bristol-Myers Squibb Company) entitled “Toxicology as a translational 

science: Methods, Models and Mechanisms”.  The MWSOT breakout session for the 

morning was entitled “Metal Toxicity”.  The meeting concluded with presentations of 

awards for best platform and poster sessions (winners listed below).   

Awards: 

Best student Platform Presentation – Nam Nguyen, Undergraduate 

student, University of Utah for “Activation of transient receptor potential 

vanilloid-3 (Trpv3) and the pneumotoxic effects of woodsmoke.”  

Best Post-Doctoral Poster Presentation – Dr. Alicia Bolt, PostDoc, 

University of New Mexico for “Tungsten targets bone resorption by 

enhancing osteoclasts in the bone” 

Best Student Poster Presentations (2 awards) - Graduate student 

Katriana Popichak, Colorado State University for “Glial-Neuronal 

signaling mechanisms underlying the neuroinflammatory effects of 

manganese” and; 

Graduate Student Lindsay Volk, University of New Mexico for 

“Requirement of NADPH oxidase activity on arsenic inhibition of PARP-

1”.   

The MWSOT regional meeting was attended by 

73 members representing the University of New 

Mexico, University of Utah, Utah State 

University, University of Arizona, University of 

Colorado, Colorado State University, and the 

Lovelace Research Center.  

We awarded 12 student travel awards to assist 

with costs of attending this meeting.  The meeting 

was supported by funds from the SOT as well as 

support from the UNM College of Pharmacy and 

Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, AAPS, 

and sponsorship from Sympatec, Clariant, Solvo 

Biotechnology, Lovelace Respiratory Research 

Institute, Olympus, Sekisui, Thermofisher 

Scientific and Trevigen.   

Figure 3: MWSOT President 
Cassandra Rice and Vice-
President Debra MacKenzie 
present Best student platform 
award to undergraduate student 
and future toxicologist Nam 
Nguyen 

Figure 4:  Group photo of 2017 MWSOT Conference Attendees



2018 Mountain West SOT Annual Meeting Reception was held in San Antonio, TX on March 

13, 2018, in partnership with colleagues from the Southern California and Northeast Regional 

Chapter.  Approximately 220 people attended the networking reception (41 from MWSOT) which 

was held on the San Antonio Riverwalk at the Iron Cactus Restaurant from 6 PM until 9 PM.   

We presented a poster at the SOT Annual Meeting in San Antonio (shown below) to highlight 

the participating regions, activities and mission of the Mountain West regional chapter.   

Plans for the upcoming year: 

The  36th MWSOT Annual Conference will be held in Phoenix AZ from September 19–21, 2018 at 

the College of Medicine Phoenix in Downtown Phoenix. The theme of the meeting is “Translational 

Toxicology—From Bench to Bedside”. We will have keynote talks, poster sessions, student career 

development lunch, and social hours. 

The keynote speakers will be Hartmut Jaeschke, PhD, Professor and Chair, University of Kansas 

Medical Center, and Ana Navas-Acien, MD, PhD, Professor of Environmental Health Sciences, 

Columbia University. 



Strategic Planning Questions: 

What is one thing the Society should be doing that we currently do not do (or do not do 

effectively) that would be of importance/benefit to the members of your component group? 

It would be helpful to have a Regional Chapter handbook or FAQ for regional chapter officers that 

combines information applicable to all regional chapters regarding the role that Presidents and other 

officers of the regional chapters play in the larger SOT organization.  Listing past strategic 

initiatives applied for by other regional chapters could aid with idea generation across chapters.   

 What is one thing that the Society is currently doing that impacts your component group that 

should be changed (e.g., stopped, modified, etc.)?  - 

Nothing noted at this time. 


