
NCAC-SOT WELCOMES NEW OFFICERS IN MAY 2020 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Gopala Krishna, Ph.D., M.B.A., D.A.B.T., A.T.S. 

Dr. Gopala Krishna is a Principal Consultant at Parexel International, where he 
serves as the Regulatory Affairs & Nonclinical Leader/Expert in drug 

development. As a member of PAREXEL Consulting's Regulatory & Access 

Team, he has worked collaboratively with a Team of highly experienced 
professionals from Industry, FDA, EMA and other global health authority 

experience. 

 
Dr. Krishna enjoys the opportunity to collaboratively work with a variety of 

global clients and products in an advisory role; finding tailored solutions to 

individual needs and executing them on behalf of clients for global regulatory 

submissions such as IND/IMPD/NDA/BLA/MAA and assist clients with global regulatory/health 
authority filings & Face to Face (F2F) meetings; getting products to patients for a win-win—with a 

"patient-client" centric-approach—cost-effectively; using applicable accelerated regulatory pathways, 

Orphan Drug Designations, rare diseases, and a variety of other strategies, as applicable.  He also supports 
a dedicated Team of Business Development Professionals, conducts workshops (including making a case 

for desired label), makes targeted presentations at scientific meetings and continues to learn and advance 

professionally. 
 

Previously, for over 30 years he has a proven track record at large & small pharma companies: Pfizer, 

Abbott Labs, Guilford/MGI, Enzon and Supernus as: Senior Scientist, Director & Vice President; 

contributed to bringing products (e.g., Lipitor, Neurontin, Lyrica, Omnicef, Humira, Oncaspar, Adagen, 
Nipent, Oxtellar XR, Trokendi XR), to the global market. Dr. Krishna received his PhD degree in Genetic 

Toxicology/Developmental Biology from West Virginia University in 1984.  Dr. Krishna has authored 

~70 publications, book chapters and 85 abstracts/ presentations/blogs.  
 

SECRETARY  

Patrick Crittenden, Ph.D. 

Dr. Patrick Crittenden is a Toxicologist at the Food and Drug Administration 
in the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, where he reviews pre-

market notifications for the Division of Food Contact Substances. In this 

position, he assesses the safety of indirect food additives (i.e., packaging 
materials) by evaluating their potential for genotoxicity, carcinogenicity, and 

systemic toxicity. Dr. Crittenden has had a diverse career in science including 

experience as a waste fuels chemist for a private contract lab and as a 
biochemical technician in a government agriculture research laboratory. He 

has several years of experience as a study director for a contract research 

laboratory, where he was responsible for conducting preclinical and 

environmental toxicology studies for regulatory submissions. Prior to working 
with the FDA, Dr. Crittenden was a professor of biology responsible for teaching courses including 

anatomy and physiology, cellular physiology, immunology, neurobiology, and toxicology. 

 
Dr. Crittenden received his Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and Microbiology from Mississippi 

University for Women. Subsequently, he obtained a Master of Science in Biological Sciences from 

Mississippi State University with a focus in immunotoxicology, and a Doctor of Philosophy from 
Mississippi State University in Environmental Toxicology with a focus in neuroimmunotoxicology. He 

has published 6 peer-reviewed research papers, 3 as the first author. Dr. Crittenden has been a member of 

SOT since 1993 and is currently an Associate member of the society. 



 
TREASURER  

Laine Peyton Myers, Ph.D. 

Laine Peyton Myers, PhD, DABT is a Master Pharmacology/Toxicology drug 

reviewer for antiviral products at the US Food and Drug Administration. Dr. 
Myers received his PhD in immunotoxicology from LSU Health Sciences Center 

in 2003. He was a postdoctoral fellow at NIOSH from 2003–2006 and later joined 

the US FDA as a Pharmacology/Toxicology drug reviewer in 2006. Dr. Myers has 
experience in multiple therapeutic areas, including: antivirals, oncology, and 

reproductive/bone products.  

 
Dr. Myers has served on multiple US FDA Pharm/Tox subcommittees and as chair 

of the CDER Immunotoxicology Subcommittee. He also serves in several professional Societies and is 

the Past-President of the Immunotoxicology Specialty Section in the Society of Toxicology (SOT) and 

the past chair of the SOT Membership Committee. He is currently serving as Co-Chair of the Awards 
Committee for the American College of Toxicology (ACT). Dr. Myers has served on multiple other 

working groups and committees for professional societies (SOT and ACT) as well as nonprofit scientific 

organizations (the Drug Information Association, the Pharmaceutical Users Software Exchange, and the 
Health and Environmental Sciences Institute).  

 

At the FDA, he serves as an expert on the “animal rule” for bioterrorism products as well as nonclinical 
immunotoxicology assessments at the US FDA. Dr. Myers has received multiple awards for his work at 

the Agency during his tenure. His most recent approval of the world’s first therapeutic treatment of 

human variola virus (smallpox) using animal efficacy data earned his group the prestigious US Health and 

Human Services Secretary’s Award for Distinguished Service in May of 2019. 
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE  

Emmanuel Woode, M.S. 

Mr. Emmanuel Woode is a Regulatory Affairs Specialist at the National Institutes 

of Health, where he provides high-level current Good Manufacturing Practice 

(cGMP) consultative support to the Clinical Center’s Pharmacy Department, 

Department of Transfusion Medicine (DTM), Department of Laboratory Medicine 
(DLM), Positron Emission Tomography (PET) Department, the Nuclear Medicine 

Department, and National Cancer Institute (NCI) Surgery Branch. 

 
 Mr. Emmanuel Woode received his master’s degree in Regulatory Science from 

Johns Hopkins in 2014 and is currently a first year PhD student at the University of 

Maryland Eastern Shore. Mr. Woode holds a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from 
the University of the District of Columbia.  

 

Mr. Emmanuel Woode is the Co-Chair of NIH’s cGMP Advisory Committee Group and the executive 

secretary to the NIH’s Environmental Monitoring Advisory Committee. Mr. Emmanuel Woode was 
recipient of two (2) NIH Clinical Center CEO Awards in 2019.  

 

Mr. Woode firmly believes in SOT’s vision to facilitate the scientific and professional development of its 
student body via networking, scientific programs, and other SOT activities.  


