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CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT) was established to provide a
regional focus for scientists of all disciplines interested in toxicology. The Chapter acts to:
• Sponsor and co-sponsor symposia on current issues in toxicology.
• Provide annual awards to outstanding students and postdoctoral scholars in toxicology.
• Maintain communication with the National SOT regarding current toxicology and regulatory concerns.
• Sponsor Regional Chapter events at the SOT Annual Meetings.
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MESSAGES FROM THE NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

President’s Message
Dear Fellow NCAC Members:
The SOT Annual Meeting will soon take place in Baltimore, and I hope you’ll make time to
attend our annual meeting mixer the evening of March 12 at the Pratt Street Alehouse. We’ll be
co-hosting the mixer with Johns Hopkins University and the Association of Government
Toxicologists. Please visit the NCAC SOT webpage for a link to the RSVP, or click on the
following link
to RSVP (there is no charge to attend the mixer!). NCAC SOT elections are currently underway, and you have
until March 10, 2019 to cast your ballot. We’ll announce the newly elected NCAC officers (Vice President,
two Councilors, and Postdoc Representative) at the March 12 mixer. If you haven’t yet voted, you still have
time, so please follow the link here!

In terms of upcoming NCAC SOT activities, please mark your calendars and prepare to attend the spring
NCAC SOT Symposium titled Intersection of Chemistry and Toxicology in the 21st Century. This year, the
symposium will take place on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at the American Chemical Society (ACS) headquarters
in Washington, D.C. This is our second symposium held with the Chemical Society of Washington (CSW)
based on positive feedback from NCAC and CSW members. Solving real-world public health and environmental problems takes teamwork, and chemists and toxicologists share equally important positions on the
starting lineup to tackle such problems.
Please let me know how NCAC SOT can serve your needs to improve your practice of Toxicology. I look forward to seeing each of you at the annual meeting and our annual mixer!
Meg Whittaker, PhD. MPH, CBiol. FRSB, ERT, DABT
NCAC President

Secretary’s Message
Dear NCAC-SOT members,
I hope you all had a wonderful winter break! As a regional chapter of SOT in the DC area, we
are so happy that this year’s SOT will be hosted in our backyard again. NCAC has a lot of things
going on for the upcoming SOT. NCAC will host a joint reception with Johns Hopkins and the
Association of Government Toxicologists (AGT) on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm at
Pratt Street Alehouse, 206 W. Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD. In addition, NCAC will present the Bern Schwetz
Travel Award to postdocs and students, and we will have our own NCAC poster for the Pavilion to give you a
general ideal about our organization.
As a toxicologist from the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), I am so excited CPSC staff will
present 5 different projects at 2019 SOT, these include: 2485/p900, read-across, John Gordon, Wednesday,
Symposium, 8-10:45am, CC Ballroom IV; 2425/ P840, skin sensitization, John Gordon, Tuesday, 10:45am12:15pm, Biological Modeling; 1890/ P274, flame retardant TDCPP, Michael Babich, Tuesday, 3-4:30pm,
Exposure Assessment and Biomonitoring; 2748/ P234, flame retardant ATO, Xinrong Chen, Wednesday, 9:15
-10:45am, Risk Assessment II. 3069/ P606, 3D printer, Joanna Matheson, Wednesday, 10:45am-12:15pm,
Food Safety and Nutrition. We are looking forward to see you at SOT!
Xinrong Chen
NCAC-SOT Secretary
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Postdoctoral Representative’s Message

I thank you for the opportunity to be the NCAC postdoc rep these last two years
and look forward to seeing everyone at the annual meeting!
Events of interest to postdocs during the 58th Annual Meeting


Be sure to update your ToXchange profile before the meeting and include a photo!



Download the SOT 2019 Event App on your phone to prepare for the meeting!



Register to attend the Student/Postdoc Mixer to kick-off the annual meeting! The mixer will be held on
Sun., March 10 from 7:30-9:00 in Hilton Baltimore Holiday 4 (free, ticket is required).



Register for the SOT Mentoring Breakfast on Mon., March 11 from 6:15 – 7:45am (CC Rm 325). Participants with be matched with compatible mentors following the annual Meeting.



Attend the NCAC endorsed session on Mon., March 11 from 12:10 – 1:30pm in CC Rm 308 entitled,
“Federal Efforts in Rapidly Assessing Hazard and Risk to Emerging Threats and Emergency Response.”



Attend the In Vitro Toxicology Lecture and Luncheon for Students on Mon., March 11 from 12 – 1:30pm
in Hilton Baltimore Holiday 4. Cost is $10.



Register for the 9th Annual Past President’s Fun Run/Walk on Tues., March 12 at 7 am in the Camden
Yards Sports Complex. Cost is $25 and includes a commemorative T-shirt.



Register for the Postdoctoral Assembly Luncheon that is on Tues., March 12 from 12-1 pm. Cost is $10.



Career Exploration through Speed Informational Interviews will be held Tues., March 12 from 1:30 – 2:50
pm in CC Rm 325. Ticket is required.



Tips for Improving Scientific Communication with a General Audience will be held Tues., March 12 from
4:45 – 6:05 pm in CC Rm 308.



Register to attend the trainee discussion with Medical Research Council lecturer, Janet Lord, PhD, on
Wed., March 13 from 2 – 3:00 pm in CC Rm 311. Ticket is required.



Attend the PDA-sponsored session entitled, “Navigating Turbulent Waters: How to Address Conflict
throughout Your Career” on Wed., March 13 from 4:30 – 5:50 pm in CC Rm 308.



Job seekers can register at the SOT Job Bank for free. Jobs are posted on the site, and some employers
have interviews at the annual meeting.

Webinars and continuing education courses are free to postdocs on the SOT website!
Mentor Match is an online mentoring program available for postdocs that are SOT members. Registration is
available on the SOT website.
Laura C. Savery, PhD
NCAC Postdoctoral Representative
3

Graduate Student Representatives’ Message
Greetings NCAC Student Members,
We can’t believe the 2019 SOT Annual Meeting is already just around the corner!
Whether or not it’s your first annual meeting, it is easy to get overwhelmed by all
the great events going on. So here are a couple of tips for how to make the most out
of your 2019 SOT Annual Meeting in Baltimore!
1) Create a schedule. You can find the program schedule at https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/
AM2019/program.asp. We also recommend downloading the 2019 SOT Annual Meeting app. You can
create a detailed schedule on your phone, search poster abstracts and presenters, and view the venue maps.
2) Meet an Expert. There are lots of opportunities to find a potential new mentor at the Annual Meeting.
There is a mentoring breakfast on Monday March 11 at 6:15 AM that you can register for through the
SOT Annual Meeting website. Not an early bird but like being fed? You can also sign up for the In-Vitro
Luncheon on Monday March 11 at 12:00 PM. This year’s keynote speaker is Dr. Aaron Bowman who will
be discussing advancements in using patient based cellular models to assess individual risk to neurotoxicants. Following his talk, breakout sessions will occur at each table to discuss a case study led by a professional In Vitro Specialty Section Member. It’s a great way to meet people and network. Last but certainly
not least is Chat with an Expert. This gives you an opportunity to match with an expert for a one on one
or small group meeting. While the early sign up date has passed, there will be a Chat with an Expert poster
at the student mixer to sign up on-site.
3) Connect with other graduate students. Join us Sunday March 10 at 7:30 PM for the Student/
Postdoctoral Mixer. Walk around the poster gallery and meet with members of the SOT Graduate Student
Leadership Committee. It’s a great way to explore all the special interest groups and specialty sections
within SOT. You can even win awesome prizes! Registration is required but it is free to attend.
4) Network with the NCAC/AGT/JHU members. The event you won’t want to miss! NCAC is co-hosting a
reception with the Association of Government Toxicologists and Johns Hopkins University on Tuesday
March 12 from 6:30-9:00 PM at Pratt St. Ale House. RSVP here to attend: https://ncacsot-jhu-sotmixer.app.rsvpify.com.
We hope this helps you start planning and of course if you have any questions about upcoming events, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to Dana Freeman (dfreem20@jhmi.edu) or Sarah Attreed (sattree1@jhmi.edu).
Best,
Dana Freeman and Sarah Attreed
NCAC-SOT Graduate Student Representatives
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Student Liaison’s Message
As my term as Councilor comes to an end, I want to thank the National Capital Area Chapter
(NCAC) of the Society of Toxicology (SOT) for the opportunity to serve as the Student Liaison
for the past three years. It has been a valuable experience and such an honor to be a part of a leadership team that strives to be of great service to the toxicology community and support the outstanding students and postdoctoral scientist in the area.
I have been fortunate to work closely with such a talented and dedicated board and appreciate being a part of
all the impressive accomplishments of the NCAC. As a team, the NCAC board has organized student poster
competitions to provide monetary awards for outstanding presentations, given travel awards for outstanding
science presented at the SOT Annual Meeting through the Bern Schwetz Travel Award, and organized
sympo-sia about fascinating topics such as risk and chemical management strategies, consumer products,
predictive toxicology, and botanicals and nutraceuticals. There are more outstanding events planned for 2019
and I look forward to supporting NCAC’s efforts in the future. Best wishes to all the members of the NCAC
Board as they continue to serve students and toxicology professionals.
Again, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve and hope to see you at a future NCAC event.
Best wishes,
Elena Braithwaite, PhD, DABT
NCAC-SOT Student Liaison Councilor

Newsletter Editor’s Message
Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
I am so excited to welcome you all in Baltimore next week. I hope you will find in this
“58th Annual Meeting” edition of our newsletter, information to wet your appetite for this
great city. I would like to attract your attention toward the very informative entertainment
suggestions from our John Hopkins NCAC team on page 14. While I have enjoyed the Baltimore waterfront for several years now, I discovered that a wealth of attractive bars and restaurants had escaped my attention, and intend to do my very best next week to correct this issue.
I am also delighted to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI) of the Society and to congratulate the many members who worked tirelessly to make SOT a more inclusive place. I am
old enough to remember when the Welcome reception featured a sea of Caucasian male faces, and one had to
look hard to find a female colleague. Hoping to support women participation in our society, I joined the
“Women in Toxicology” special interest group at its creation… before realizing during the first meeting that
my genotype was somewhat at odd with the rest of the membership. However, my enthusiasm for diversity
must somehow have been noted, for I was invited last year to join the CDI. I jumped at the opportunity, despite
a glaring lack of any personal experience, and have tried to educate myself ever since. At this meeting, I will
bring a group of our Undergraduate Diversity Program (UDP) students to the poster sessions, and hope that
you will all welcome them into our toxicology family. I had the privilege of serving on the selection committee, and I can tell you that these young men and women are outstanding students, and future colleagues of
great promise.
Frederic Moulin, DVM, PhD, DABT
NCAC-SOT Newsletter Editor
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NCAC Treasurer’s Report

Date: March 2nd, 2019
NCAC Financials (from HQ): 1 July 2018 through 31 December 2018
Income
Donations
Dues
Registration (Spring)
Registration (Fall)
Total Income

Amount ($)
—
2715.00
—
—
2715.00

Expense
K-12 Outreach
Meeting (Spring)
Meeting (Fall)
Meeting (Reception)
Misc./Other (t-shirts)
Total Expense

—
-2114.46
-597.54
—
—
-2712.00

Net Cash Flow
Closing Check Acct Balance

3.00
12,960.98

Bank Statement: 31 January 2019

Income
Deposit
Total Income

Amount ($)
1140.00
1140.00

Expenses
Award (Chk #1426)
Total Expenses

-259.70
-259.70

Closing Check Acct Balance

13,841.28

Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
As you can see from this report, our chapter continues to be on a sound financial footing.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my regrets to all those in attendance at SOT Annual Meeting and our reception, for my inability to attend the events. I am in the early phases of rehabilitation following the surgical replacement of my right knee.
I hope you all have a great meeting and I will see you next year!
D. Charles Thompson
NCAC-SOT Treasurer
6

Attention Chapter Members!
The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT)
The Association of Government Toxicologists (AGT)
Johns Hopkins University

Cordially invite you to our Joint SOT Reception/Mixer!
Time: Tuesday, 3/12/2019, 6:30-9:00 PM
Location: Pratt Street Ale House, 206 West Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21201
(http://www.prattstreetalehouse.com/)

Food and Drinks will be available!
RSVP by 3/10/2019 at http://ncacsot-jhu-sot-mixer.rsvpify.com

NCAC-SOT MEMBERSHIP
Did you remember to renew both your SOT and NCAC memberships this year? Annual membership fees for
NCAC-SOT remain unchanged this year and are only $25 for regular memberships and $10 for full-time students. These fees are used to fund our symposium each year and to support a myriad of student activities, including student awards, travel supplements, and K-12 outreach.
If you have not yet renewed your regional Chapter membership, please do so today! You can do that online or
by mail using the membership application form on the next page.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

______________________________________________________

Affiliation:

______________________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________________

City:

______________________________________________________

State:

_____ Zip Code: ____________

Area Code:

______ Phone: _________________FAX:____________________

E-mail:

______________________________________________________

Membership Type

______ Full Member ($25) ______ Student ($10)
Please check the most appropriate responses:

SOT Member

Highest Degree Attained

Type of Affiliation

 Yes

 A.S.

 M.P.H.

 Academia

 No

 B.A.

 M.S.

 Consulting

 B.S.

 M.A.

 Contract Lab

 D.V.M.

 Ph.D.

 Government

 D.V.M./Ph.D.

 Sc.D.

 Industry- Chemical/Petroleum

 M.D.

 V.M.D.

 Industry- Pharmaceutical

 M.D./Ph.D.

 V.M.D./Ph.D.

 Industry- Other
 Other- _________________________

Please complete the information above and send with a check, money order or credit card (payable to National Capital Area Chapter
SOT, no POs) to the address below. The NCAC SOT will review your application, and you will be notified within 30 days. Those
not accepted will receive a full refund. Current RC members: please do not use this form since your renewal dues are billed annually
through SOT.
Payment Type: Money Order______ Check ______ Credit Card ______
Credit Card # _______________________________________ Exp date ________
Name on Card ______________________________________
Signature

Please send completed form with payment to:
Society of Toxicology, ATTN: Ashley Black
1821 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite 300
Reston, VA 20190
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Current NCAC-SOT Members
Dear NCAC-SOT members,
The NCAC-SOT Executive Board considers useful to publish the membership roster in each newsletter. As of October 2018, the
Chapter members are listed below (First Name, Last Name, Institution):
Valerie

Adams

US Army Public Health Center

Chrissy

Cochran

US FDA

Felix

Adatsi

PreTrial Services Agency

Joseph

Contrera

Devon

Andres

JPEO-CBD Medical Countermeasures Systems

Computational Toxicology
Services LLC
Institute for In Vitro Sciences

Ansell

Personal Care Products Council

GertrudeEmilia

Costin

Jay
Louise

Assem

Copper Alliance

Lara

Dahora

Virginia Tech

Sarah

Attreed

Johns Hopkins University

Pedro

Del Valle

US FDA-CDER

Michael

Babich

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Marcus

Delatte

US FDA-CDER

Sainath

Babu

Hampton University

Jose

National Cancer Institute

Cheryl

Bast

Keller and Heckman LLP

DelgadoJimenez

Christopher

Bates

Exponent Inc

John

DeSesso

Exponent Inc

Ilona

Bebenek

US FDA

Laxmikant

Nancy

Beck

US EPA

Deshpande

Virginia Commonwealth
University

Adrienne

Black

3E Company

US FDA

Blake

American Petroleum Institute

Deacqunita

Diggs

Uni
Kenneth

Bogen

Ktbogen.com

Gary

Bond

US FDA-CDER

Albert

Donnay

Donnay Detoxicology LLC

Mohammed

Bourdi

NIH-NCATS

Kimberly

Ehman

Altria Client Services Inc

Ivan

Boyer

Keller and Heckman LLP

Marion

Ehrich

Steven

Bradbury

Steven P Bradbury & Associates LLC

Virginia-Maryland College of
Veterinary Medicine

Michelle

Embry

ILSI Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Suzan

Emeigh

VenatoRx Pharmaceuticals, Inc

Louan

Fisher

Toxicology Regulatory Services
(TRS)

Suzanne

Fitzpatrick

US FDA

Jennifer

Fleischer

ToxServices LLC

Elena

Braithwaite

US FDA

Chad

Brocker

US FDA

Deborah

Burgin

EPA

John

Burns

David

Carlson

US FDA

Joy

Cavagnaro

Access BIO LC

Thomas

Flynn

US FDA-CFSAN (retired)

Tracy

Chen

US FDA

Dana

Freeman

Johns Hopkins University

Xinrong

Chen

U S Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Joan

Garey

Reproductive Toxicology
Center

Connie

Chen

Narayana

Garimella

US FDA

Weihsueh

Chiu

Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute
Texas A&M University

Lee

Geiger

Geiger Toxicology Consulting
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Chandramallika
(Molly)

Ghosh

Kyle

Glover

US FDA-CDRH

US Army - Combat Capabilities
Development Command,
Chemical Biological Center

Athena

Keene

Afton Chemical Corporation

James

Kim

American Cleaning Institute

Marquea

King

USDA ARS

Elaine

Knight

NIH-NCI

Gopala

Krishna

PAREXEL

Francis

Kruszewski

American Cleaning Institute

Rohan

Kulkarni

MilliporeSigma (BioReliance/
EMD Millipore)

Susan

Laessig

US EPA-OCSPP

Cindy

Landgren

Office of the Secretary of Defense

Amy

Lavin Williams

Exponent Inc

Emily

Lent

Army Public Health Center

Jonathan

Leshin

US FDA

Anne

Loccisano

Exponent Inc

Antony

Luz

Integral Consulting Inc.

Peter

Goering

US FDA

Emily

Golden

ToxServices LLC

Gopakumar

Gopalakrishnan

Supernus Pharmaceuticals Inc

Sidney

Green

James

Griffiths

Council for Responsible Nutrition CRN

Maureen

Gwinn

US EPA

Karen

Hamernik

US EPA

Wafa

Harrouk

US FDA-CDER

Kristina

Hatlelid

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Esther

Haugabroo
ks

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine

Sara

Henry

Retired

Tala

Henry

US EPA-OPPTS

Emily

Madden

ToxServices LLC

Colette

Hodes

US EPA-OLEM

Michael

Madejczyk

US Army CEHR

Charisse

Holmes

PRA Health Sciences

Susan

Makris

US EPA-ORD

Alan

Hood

US FDA

Wimolnut

Manheng

US FDA-CDER

Eric

Hooker

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Nikki

MaplesReynolds

Waterborne Environmental
Inc

Keith

Hostetler

Toxicology Regulatory Services
(TRS)

Laura

Markley

US FDA

Terry

Hrubec

Via College of Osteopathic
Medicine Virginia Campus

Joanna

Matheson

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Annette

Iannucci

Occupational Safety and
Health Administration

Antonia

Mattia

US FDA

Emily

Illingworth

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Timothy

McGovern

US FDA

Colleen

McLoughlin

Scivera LLC

Lauren

Mihalcik

Amgen Inc

Beth

Mileson

Technology Sciences Group
Inc

Ekaterina

Mostovenko

Virginia Commonwealth University

William

Irwin

US EPA

David

Jackson

US Army Center for Environmental Health Research

Sandra

James-Yi

Yunhee

Ji

Florida International University

Pramod

Joshi

Supernus Pharmaceuticals

Elizabeth

Katz

US FDA
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Frederic

Moulin

US FDA

Brian

Mulhern

SciLucent LLC

Caitlin

Murphy

Smithers Avanza

Laine

Myers

US FDA

Arvind

Nandedkar

Howard University

April

NealKluever

Office of Management and
Budget

Simone

Nicholson

MedImmune Inc

Teresa

PalaciosHernandez

US FDA

Geoffrey

Patton

US FDA

Leslie

Patton

Technology Sciences Group
Inc

Syril

Pettit

ILSI Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Martin

Phillips

US EPA

Jennifer

Pierson

ILSI Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Fenna

Sille

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Amy
Shelby
Deborah
Rosie

Skinner
Skoog
Smegal
Sneed

US FDA
US FDA
US FDA
University of the District of
Columbia

Babasaheb
Martin

Sonawane
Stephens

Tracs LLC
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Stephan

Stern

Cancer Research Technology
Program Leidos Biomedical
Research Inc

Anneliese

Striz

US FDA

Dale
Evi
Jennifer

Strother
Struble
Tanir

ToxSolve LLC
US FDA
ILSI Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Sean

Taylor

Shaji

Theodore

Verto Solutions
US FDA

Richard

Thomas

Christopher

Thompson

Leslie

Thompson

NIH
US FDA-CDER
US FDA-CFSAN

Intercet Ltd
Virginia Tech

Anne

Pilaro

US FDA-CBER

Karen

Porter

PointCross Life Sciences

Carsten

Prasse

Johns Hopkins University

Charles

Thompson

Resha

Putzrath

Navy and Marine Corps Public
Health Center

Scott

Thurmond

Kathleen

Raffaele

US EPA-OSWER

Vy

Tran

Deepa

Rao

US FDA

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Jennifer

Rayner

SRC

Richard

Troast

Troast Environmental Consulting

Gunda

Reddy

Army Public Health Center

Emily

Reinke

Army Public Health Center

Paul

Roney

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority

Alexandra
Lorraine
Vipin

Turley
Twerdok
Tyagi

US FDA
Twerdok Consulting, LLC
University College of Medical
Sciences & GTB Hospital Delhi
University

Leah

Rosenfeld

US FDA

Roszell

Army Public Health Center

Tinashe

Ruwona

Institute for In Vitro Sciences

Wang
Wange
Webb

US FDA

Laurie

Zemin
Ronald
Marvin

Kristal

Rychlik

Johns Hopkins University

Jessica

RymanRasmussen

American Petroleum Institute

Kimberly
Margaret
Gary

White
Whittaker
Wolfe

Elissa

Wong

Louis

Scarano

US EPA

Linnzi

Wright

Anthony

Scialli

Scialli Consulting LLC

US Army Edgewood Chemical
Biological Center

Jennifer

Sekowski

US Army

Menghang

Xia

NIH
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US FDA
University of Maryland Eastern Shore
ToxServices LLC
Gary Wolfe Toxicology LLC

NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS CONTACT LIST
President:

Margaret Whittaker (2017-2018)
ToxServices LLC
Mwhittaker@toxservices.com

Vice President:
Treasurer:

D. Charles Thompson
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
dct590122@comcast.net

Secretary:

Xinrong Chen
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Xinrong_chen@hotmail.com

Councilors:

Lorraine Twerdok
Website Coordinator
Twerdok Consulting, LLC
letwerdok@verizon.net
Elena Braithwaite
Student Liaison
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
doctorelena@yahoo.com
Frederic Moulin
Newsletter Editor
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
moulinfj@gmail.com

Postdoctoral
Representative:

Laura Savery
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
saverylc@gmail.com

Graduate
Student
Representative:

Dana Freeman
Johns Hopkins University
dfreem20@jhmi.edu

Graduate
Student
Vice-Representative

Sarah Attreed
Johns Hopkins University
sattree1@jhmi.edu
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NCAC-SOT ACTIVITIES UPDATE

2018 Fall Meeting Report
On October 25, 2018, NCAC members met at the Lister Hill’s visitor’s center auditorium
on the campus of the NIH to discuss the intersection of the Predictive Toxicology
Roadmaps - Tox21, the FDA’s Predictive Toxicology Roadmap, and ToxCast.

The speaker’s list and topics were published in our previous newsletter (found here). We
heard from a distinguished cast of speakers from the US FDA (Suzanne Fitzpatrick, Paul
Brown and Peter Goering), the US EPA (Reeder Sams) and members of the drug discovery community in
the tri-states area (Norman Peterson, Craig Rowland) and Getrude
Emilia-Costin).
The smaller visitor center auditorium was perfect for the size of our
audience, and the discussion was animated, with many hand gestures
accompanying the scientific presentations. We also enjoyed the presence of two unexpected (and unregistered) guests, a former Texas
death-row inmate and a Maryland housewife known as the “visible humans” after
Our President and Dr. Paul Brown make a point
their cryo-sliced bodies were digitalized
and uploaded in cyberspace (The Visible Human Project). I was specially interested by Dr. Craig Rowland presentation from Underwriters Laboratories (yes, the
same UL you see on each of your electrical cords) indicating that the focus of UL
for the 21st century would be chemical safety,
and that the company was developing a “chemoinformatics” platform allowing the prediction of
acute, chronic and aquatic toxicities of unknown
chemicals based on structure similarities to
known molecules and the distance to the nearest
positive and negative structures present in the
A silent but attentive guest
database.
Lunch was provided for all our students

2019 Spring Meeting Announcement
Our Spring 2019 Symposium will be organized jointly with the local section of the American Chemical Society, the Chemical Society of Washington (CSW). The symposium titled “Intersection of Chemistry and Toxicology in the 21st Century”, will be held 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at the American
Chemical Society (ACS) Headquarters (1155 16th St. NW, Washington DC 20036). This day-long symposium
is intended to provide CSW and NCAC-SOT members with progress updates on databases, software, machine
learning and online marketplaces and their uses in identifying and/or designing safer chemicals.
13

Experience the charm of “Charm City” at this year’s Annual Meeting!
Hello Members of the National Capital Area Regional Chapter,
We are excited to see you all at the Annual Meeting March 11March 15 in Baltimore, MD! Since this meeting is on our home
turf we thought it would be fun to suggest some of our favorite
sights and bites near the Convention Center in Baltimore.
Visit a museum. Baltimore City is full of history and museums
with fun for all ages. The Walters Art Museum and the
Baltimore Museum of Art have extensive permanent collections and temporary exhibits, and did we mention free
admission? The Maryland Science Center has lots of interactive exhibits, a planetarium, and an IMAX
theater. You can check out the view that inspired “The Star-Spangled Banner” from Fort McHenry or
take a self-guided tour of the house of Edgar Allan Poe.
Explore a world under the sea. The National Aquarium is the pride of Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. It’s consistently voted one of the best aquariums in
America. You can buy entry passes online and Friday after 5 pm is half-off.
Take in a Show. Baltimore is home to The Peabody Conservatory, which
hosts (almost exclusively free) concerts and recitals. For something a little
more upmarket and uptown there is the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,
which has a few performances scheduled for the week of SOT.
Take a walk along the Baltimore Waterfront. The Waterfront Promenade spans over 6 miles from Fort
McHenry all the way to Canton and is home to shopping, restaurants, and breweries. You can stop for a
quick game of beach volleyball at Rash Field Park or climb the hill to Federal Hill Park with the best
views of the Inner Harbor.
Grab a drink in Fell’s Point. A lively neighborhood with cobblestone streets is a great place to unwind
after a long day at the conference. Max’s Tap house has an enormous selection of draft beers. Birds of
a feather, RYE, and the Sagamore Pendry are perfect for those into a stronger spirit.
Go to a fancy dinner in Harbor East. If you get tired of the food at the mixers and want something a little
more upscale than the pub look no further than Harbor East. An upscale neighborhood about a mile
from the convention center hosts the best restaurants in the city. Cinghiale, Charleston, Azumi, Bygone, and Tagliata are highly acclaimed and sure not to disappoint. Be sure to dress to impress!
See you next week,
Dana Freeman and Sarah Attreed
Graduate Student Representatives
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2019 OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
Trinity University Welcomes Federal Regulatory Toxicologists!
As part of the ToxScholar program, a few regulatory toxicologists from the US federal government visited Trinity University in Washington,
DC to start a dialogue with the students at Trinity about pathways to careers in toxicology. The day started with a presentation I
gave to a 100 level chemistry class on the importance of chemistry in the work
we do in toxicology. Specifically, I talked about how new approach methodologies rely on understanding the
physicochemical properties of chemicals and how these properties can help to predict chemical activity. Following this presentation, I was joined by Dr. Frederic Moulin (US FDA) and Dr. Pedro DelValle (US FDA)
for a ca-reer panel discussion. For this panel, the students from the chemistry course were joined by students
from oth-er STEM departments at Trinity. We had a great turnout (~45 students), I’m sure not just because
we offered free pizza. The students ranged from those that have been doing toxicology work and had
submitted abstracts for the annual meeting in Baltimore to those that were really being introduced to what
toxicology is, how de-grees in a variety of disciplines can lead to careers in toxicology. Although on paper the
three of us on the panel may not seem that diverse, as we spoke with the students about our path to toxicology
it became clear that there are multiple ways to all get to similar careers. Students were very interested not only
in the diverse starts to our careers, but also were reassured that you can change your mind as you go through
your career, and still end up thriving. We talked a lot about taking advantage of opportunities – attend
meetings, network, find online webinars for topics that interest you. We also highlighted these types of
opportunities through SOT, particularly the free membership for undergraduate students to SOT and all
the benefits that membership entails. Students came away from the meeting having learned more and showing an interest in careers in toxicology.
Our final pieces of advice to the students – find a job you enjoy, and don’t
be afraid to shift gears and try something new. Especially if that shift in
gears leads you to careers in toxicology!
Maureen Gwinn
ORD/EPA, NCAC member
The SOT Undergraduate Diversity Program (CDI) turns 30!
(Reproduced from the February 28th SOT Communiqué Blog)
I consider myself fortunate to have been among those SOT professionals involved in the initiation of the program we now celebrate—namely, the Undergraduate Diversity Program (UDP).
We celebrate it now not only for its longevity but also for its influence on so
many lives and careers. I understand that over the past 30 years, more than 1,000
students have been SOT guests, where they were exposed to all aspects of our
discipline and where they interacted with scientists at all levels of training and
from all employment sectors. The importance of the UDP to the diversity goals of our Society was confirmed
by its commitment to fund the UDP during the years between the program’s initiation in 1989 until the National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant support was awarded in 1991. Of equal importance to the growth and longevity of the UDP is the voluntary stewardship of the NIH grant review and renewal process over the past
three decades by Principal Investigators (PI) Drs. Marion Ehrich, Myrtle Davis, and José Manautou.
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I commend the leaders of SOT, past and present, for their understanding of, dedication to, and emphasis on the
importance of ensuring a diverse participation in the biomedical sciences, in general, and in our discipline in
particular. From the Society’s early focus on education and diversity issues with the formation of the ad hoc
Tox 90s Committee in 1989, to the work of the Education Committee and its Subcommittee on Minority Initiatives (SCMI), to the now independent Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI), the SOT membership has
enthusiastically supported the goal of reaching out to underrepresented segments of our population. I, for one,
am proud to have had the opportunity to serve on as well as chair both the Education Committee and the
SCMI.
Mentoring, networking, and serving as role models have been core components of the UDP from its inception,
and some of the longtime contributors are the embodiment of those key principles that promote the development of successful careers. We will be forever indebted to Drs. Marion Ehrich and Faye Calhoun for their passion, energy, vision, and determination to make the UDP an independently funded program. As the initial PI
on the NIH grant, Marion’s leadership and dedication stand as a fantastic example of what goodness of heart
and purpose of mind can achieve when combined with a dash of selflessness and a smidge of unbridled concern. I doubt if she has ever said no to anything that SOT has asked of her. I’ve heard her say during our conversations about UDP that I was a good sounding board for her during the grant-writing process. From my perspective, though, she was and continues to be an important personal role model in the way she has always
worked tirelessly on behalf of the Society.
As for Faye, she showed me the importance of finding good mentors and the value of being a good mentor to
others. She mentored so many of us back then, among whom were many of the visiting students, graduate students, postdocs, and “newly minted” toxicologists, as well as some of the more established scientists. She took
networking to a new level. Once she understood a career-building challenge of a mentee after a short conversation, there would always be someone that she’d suggest we talk to. I know I personally benefited from her
guidance, so much so that I never made a major career decision without first consulting both Dr. Faye Calhoun
and Dr. Sidney Green.
It has been so encouraging and fulfilling over the life of the UDP for me to see our membership’s willingness
to volunteer as mentors and program participants during the students’ visits. Confirmation of the success of the
program is evidenced by the many visiting undergraduate students who’ve returned to support the program as
graduate students, postdocs, and practicing toxicology professionals.
On a personal note, I am proud that my niece had the honor of being selected as one of the UDP visiting students in 2007 while a chemistry major in her junior year at Tougaloo College. The positive SOT experience
inspired and encouraged her to pursue graduate training. After earning her PhD in chemistry in 2014 at the
University of Alabama and receiving postdoctoral training with Dr. L. Karl Olsen at Michigan State University, Dr. Sharifa Love-Rutledge is now an assistant professor at the University of Alabama in Huntsville College
of Science.
To the many volunteers who have been and continue to be committed to supporting this program, I share your
passion and the relentless fervor with which you insist on participating in the UDP effort. Congratulations to
all who have been involved in or supported this program for the past 30 years. This includes our Council members, elected and appointed committee members, mentors, academic program representatives, program speakers, poster presenters, sponsors, and of course the many students who turned a leap of faith into a career experience that they will no doubt remember for a long time.
Claude McGowan, PhD
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2019 National Capital Area Chapter Bern Schwetz Travel Award Winners
Bern Schwetz (retired) is a nationally recognized expert in reproductive and developmental toxicology. Dr.
Schwetz served as President of the National Capital Area Chapter (NCAC) of the Society of Toxicology
(SOT) from 2000-2001. Since 2004, in Dr. Schwetz’s honor, the NCAC-SOT provides travel awards to help
promising early career research scientists attend the SOT Annual Meeting. This year five outstanding
applications were submitted for consideration. Each abstract was blindly and impartially evaluated on the
clarity of the abstract and the quality of the studies performed. The NCAC would especially like to thank
Drs. Moham-med Bourdi, Julia Gohlke and Menghang Xia who served as judges and did an excellent job
scoring the ab-stracts to determine the winners of the Bern Schwetz Travel Award.
The NCAC-SOT is delighted to present the following 2019 Bern Schwetz Travel Award winners:

Bern Schwetz Graduate Student Travel Award
Lara Iza Dahora is a graduate student in the School of Neuroscience
at Virginia Tech University. She was awarded first place for her abstract entitled “Lead (Pb) exposure induces biphasic changes in brain
development and disrupts thyroid hormone physiology in the developing tadpole brain”.
Emily Illingworth is a graduate student in the Bloomberg School of
Public Health at Johns Hopkins University. She was awarded second
place for her abstract entitled “Immune Effects of Inorganic Arsenic
Exposure on Mouse Bone Marrow-Derived Macrophages”.

Bern Schwetz Postdoctoral Scholar Travel Award
Teresa Palacios-Hernandez is currently a postdoctoral scholar at in
the Center for Devices and Radiological Health at the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration. She was awarded first place for her abstract
entitled “Impact of Various Surface Coatings on In Vitro Cell Uptake
and Cytotoxicity of Ultrasmall Superparamagnetic Iron Oxide Nanoparticles (USPION)”.
Kristal Rychlik is a postdoctoral scholar in the Bloomberg School of
Public Health at Johns Hopkins University. She was awarded second
place for her abstract entitled “Lung Function and Immune Effects in
Resident Lung Macrophages following Prenatal Exposure to Sodium
Arsenite”.
Ekaterina Mostovenko is a postdoctoral scholar in the Department
of Anatomy and Neurobiology at Virginia Commonwealth University.
She was awarded third place for her abstract entitled “
Long Term Effects of the Occupational Nanomaterial Exposure”.
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WHAT’S NEW IN TOXICOLOGY?
Meet the Association of Government Toxicologists
The Association of Government Toxicologists (AGT) was founded in 1983 to promote and facilitate the acquisition and utilization of knowledge in toxicology, and to
provide opportunities for government toxicologists to meet and exchange ideas. The
first AGT president, Dr. James Beall, described AGT in more detail in the introduction to Vol. 4(3) of Toxicology and Industrial Health in 1988. He noted that government toxicologists engage in a wide range of activities, including conducting research
at the forefront of science, managing extensive national and international research and
regulatory programs, and contributing significantly to solving toxicologically related problems involving
chemical and physical agents. In the broadest sense, Dr. Beall noted, government toxicologists have input into
most, if not all, government activities involving health and the environment. Our advice and opinions are used
by regulatory agencies in the development and enforcement of regulations, by research agencies in setting directions and priorities for biomedical research, by the courts in the adjudication of cases involving toxic substances, and by Congress in its oversight and legislative activities. Thus, he concluded, for several years prior
to 1983 there was recognition of the need for an organization that could facilitate communication among government toxicologists, government officials, and the private sector. AGT was formed to fulfill those and other
needs.
Over time, the definition of toxicology evolved, and the
complexities and interactions with other fields increased.
Thus in 2017, AGT initiated an exciting change to who
we are, voting to incorporate a significant expansion in
our focus areas of expertise beyond traditional definitions
of toxicology, essentially embracing the One Health paradigm. We expect this change will significantly increase
the breadth and number of scientific professionals who
will now be eligible to join our membership ranks and
actively serve in leadership roles in our organization.
AGT currently is working on the next phase of its exciting “reinvention” by examining possible changes to
our name (we sometimes informally refer to ourselves as “AGT+”), venues, and programs.

AGT looks forward to the SOT-Baltimore reception with NCAC and Johns Hopkins
on Tuesday, March 12. Please look for one of our members wearing an AGT badge
and logo!

Jim Laurenson
AGT President
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MEMBERS ACCOMPLISHMENTS CORNER
The NCAC-SOT likes to acknowledge the accomplishments of its members and celebrate their successes. The
NCAC board sends an email twice a year to the members asking to share publications, presentations and other
accomplishments from the last issue of the newsletter to date. Please take advantage of this opportunity to
share your accomplishments with your colleagues in our Newsletter.

Awards
Suzanne Fitzpatrick of the US FDA Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) will receive the
2019 SOT Enhancement of Animal Welfare Award, for contributions that advance toxicological science
through development and application methods that address the 3Rs (Replace, Reduce, Refine the use of laboratory animals). Please join us at the SOT Awards ceremony Sunday, March 10 – 5:15-6:30 p.m. – CC Ballroom III to celebrate Suzanne’s dedication to the use of in vitro and alternative methods to animal experimentation in toxicology.

Dr Fitzpatrick speaking at the 2018 NCAC Fall Symposium
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