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CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT) was established to provide a
regional focus for scientists of all disciplines interested in toxicology. The Chapter acts to:
• Sponsor and co-sponsor symposia on current issues in toxicology.
• Provide annual awards to outstanding students and postdoctoral scholars in toxicology.
• Maintain communication with the National SOT regarding current toxicology and regulatory concerns.
• Sponsor Regional Chapter events at the SOT Annual Meetings.
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MESSAGES FROM THE NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Our President’s Message:
My Dearest NCAC/SOT Family: Greetings!
It gives me great pleasure to work with each of you as the President and serve this
Organization. During 2021-22, as you all know, we have been confronted by the
COVID challenges. Despite these challenges, we executed Fall symposium virtual
meeting with the state-of-the art toxicology strategies presented by the expert
toxicologists/drug de-velopers from around the globe, as enlisted later in this
Newsletter. There was a great participation from our current members and potential
new members at this meeting. We shall continue this effort to recruit more new
members so they can continue to contribute and make our organization more user
friendly.
I am sincerely thankful to our current leadership team, who have worked tirelessly and
made this virtual symposium happen. I greatly enjoyed seeing many of you at our
National Meeting in San Diego in March 2022.
Meanwhile, I wish you and your families the BEST of New Year and most importantly,
stay SAFE!
–Sincerely Yours,
Gopala Krishna, PhD, MBA, DABT, Fellow ACT

Vice President's Message:
Greetings NCAC members!
I would like to thank our speakers and Executive Committee members for a successful fall symposium
“Toxicology Research: Coping with the Challenging Times.” You can find more details below and we’ll be
posting the recordings to the website.
I am honored to serve the NCAC and would love to hear from our members. Please feel free to reach out to
me with any ideas or suggestions you have for the chapter.
Wishing you a happy and safe New Year!
Colleen
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Treasurer’s Report
Greetings to all the NCAC-SOT members! I hope that all is well given the circumstances.
As you can see from the tabulated report (below), we are in good shape financially. We
had low expenses due to SOT being virtual and thus our overall bank account has grown
by roughly 25% over the last year’s balance. We funded several awards during the last
year and maintain a healthy balance overall.
I look forward to a productive 2022 and hope to see you all in 2023. Stay safe and healthy
everyone.
Laine Peyton Myers, PhD, DABT
NCAC-SOT Treasurer

NCAC Financials (from HQ): 1 July 2020 through 31 July 2021:

Income
Donations

Amount ($)
—

Dues

4,570

Registration (Spring)

—

Registration (Fall)

—

Total Income

4,570

Expense
Meeting (Spring)
Total Expense

632
632

Net Cash Flow

3,938

Net Assets Beginning of Year

15,231

Net Assets End of Year

19,169
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Our Past President’s Message:
Dear NCAC-SOT Members:
We cordially invite and welcome both newly elected officers and new members to our
National Capital Area Chapter of Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT). Their efforts and
responsibilities in serving toxicology and toxicologists in Maryland, Virginia, and the
District of Columbia are highly appreciated.
NCAC as a regional chapter of SOT consists professional and scholarly scientists from
multiple fields and backgrounds in relation to toxicology. Together our efforts are to
bring a safer and healthier world by advancing the field of toxicology and allied sciences.
The collective efforts of multiple and diverse backgrounds are always a compliment, especially to the fields
of health sciences and toxicology.
When exemplifying this togetherness to the ongoing preventive measures of COVID-19 pandemic, multiple
advantages are realized. Emphasis on vaccinations, covering with face-masks, maintaining social-distancing,
and confining to remote working conditions could not only prevented the pandemic, but also the seasonal
infections, allergies and diseases.
On a similar note, some temporary closures could noticeably reduce the toxic and polluting emissions to the
environment. This reflected on the flourishing nature as well.
The boost in the development of therapeutics, medicines, vaccines, diagnostic and assisting devices, and specific measures of emergency preparedness have altogether become points of focus.
These inventions and rapid learnings, understandings, innovations and applications are going to be uses of
future in both relevant and separate fields as well. Both prevention and preparedness in emergencies, will
enable multiple innovations and technologies of future.
So, booster measures may prevent and solve problems collectively and efficiently on time. The joint efforts
and lessons in surviving against COVID-19 pandemic are the definite compliments. The opportunities
realized in these challenging times may again be witnessed in multiple areas of daily life, science and
technology.

Thank you all.
Narayana Garimella, PhD, MS, MTech
NCAC-SOT Past President
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Newsletter Editor Message:
Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
Happy Spring to all the NCAC-SOT members! I am excited to edit my first issue of the
NCAC Newsletter, which also happens to be our 50th issue! The NCAC website
includes an archive over half of these newsletters, all the way back to Issue 16 in 2004.
To prepare myself for my new role as the Newsletter Editor, I decided to look back at
the archive and identify some notable highlights.
Our earliest archived newsletter from January 2004 documents the designation of the
first Web Liaison person on the NCAC board, and the creation of our local chapter
website. The January 2004 newsletter also described the Fall 2003 symposium, which focused on “Animal
Models for Safety and Efficacy Testing of Agents that can not be Tested in Humans”. In the decades since
this symposium, we as a chapter have since hosted several symposium on the use of non-animal and next
generation toxicological testing models.
Fifteen years ago, in 2006, the NCAC hosted a Spring Symposium titled “Public Health Concerns in Disaster
Preparedness”, which featured a presentation on pandemic influenza planning activities performed by the
FDA. Obviously, this has been a crucial topic for us all since the global pandemic was declared in early
2020.
Ten years ago, in 2011, the NCAC hosted a Fall Symposium on green chemistry and its role in toxicology.
This newsletter also highlighted a National Academy of Sciences Workshop on Emerging Technologies for
Measuring Individual Exposomes. It has been fascinating to watch these fields evolve over the past decade
since this meeting was held.

Five years ago, the NCAC newsletter highlighted the creation of ToXchange, which is the SOT portal that we
currently use for the majority of our member communications. In 2016, the NCAC chapter also hosted the
first SOT conference on the endocannabinoid system and medical cannabis.
Most recently, our newsletters have documented the changes we have faced during the global pandemic. I
appreciate the honesty in the way the various board members have noted the changes to their lives during the
last year and a half in their newsletter columns. Personally, I have become fully accustomed to working
remote during the last few years.
I look forward to continuing the legacy of documenting our NCAC chapter history as newsletter editor.
Best,
Abigail McEwen, MEM
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A message from our Website Coordinator
When I first joined the group of NCAC-SOT officers as a newly elected councilor in March 2019 at the NCAC
-SOT happy hour at the SOT Annual Meeting in Baltimore, little did I know how
much would change over the 3 years of my term! Through the last almost 2 years of
the pandemic, NCAC-SOT has tried to stay connected with members through the
virtual annual meeting in March 2021, monthly officer calls, and half-day symposia
(most recently in January and October of 2021). But I think we’re all probably
looking forward to some in-person meetings to come over the next year! I’m excited
that my daughter finally received her COVID-19 vaccines at the end of last year,
which has started to open more indoor and group opportunities for us personally and
professionally beginning this spring and in the months to come.
Working in the realm of assessing chemicals for human health and environmental
hazards, exposure, and risk at ToxServices LLC, business has been quite busy in the past year with what
seems to be an increased focus on safer products and a heightened awareness of sustainability and associated
certifications related to healthier products and sustainability. It’s good news for human health and the
environment! I’ve tried to help bring a spotlight to these topics during our 2021 NCAC-SOT winter and fall
symposia through some of the invited speakers.
As the Councilor – Website Coordinator, I invite you to learn more about NCAC-SOT through our website.
You can find the latest updates about upcoming and past Events page, including recordings of the October 14,
2021 fall symposium recordings and upcoming events as details become available.

Also on the website, you can get to know your Current Officers and you will find information about our new
officers there too once the election has closed in early May. I’ll be happy to pass on advice for the incoming
NCAC website coordinator.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as a Councilor of NCAC-SOT for the past three years and I look
forward to staying connected through future happy hours, symposia, and other events!
Best,
Jennifer Y. Tanir, PhD
NCAC-SOT Councilor – Website Coordinator

NCAC-SOT MEMBERSHIP
Did you remember to renew both your SOT and NCAC memberships this year? Annual membership fees for
NCAC-SOT remain unchanged this year and are only $25 for regular memberships and $10 for full-time
students. These fees are used to fund our symposium each year and to support a myriad of student activities,
including student awards, travel supplements, and K-12 outreach.
If you have not yet renewed your regional Chapter membership, please do so today! You can do that online
or by mail using the membership application form on the next page.
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National Capital Area Regional Chapter
Membership Application Form
For Non-SOT Members Only
Name:
Affiliation:
Address:
City:
State:

Zip:

Phone (include area code):

Fax:

Email:
Select Chapter Membership Type:
☐ Graduate student ($10)

☐ Full member ($25)
☐ Undergraduate ($0)

☐ Postdoc ($10)

Please check the appropriate responses:
Highest Degree Attained:
☐ AS
☐ BA
☐ BS
☐ DVM
☐ DVM/PhD
☐ MD
☐ MD/PhD

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

MPH
MS
MA
PhD
ScD
VMD
VMD/PhD

Type of Affiliation:
☐ Academia
☐ Consulting
☐ Contract Lab
☐ Government
☐ Industry – Chemical/Petroleum
☐ Industry – Pharmaceutical
☐ Other – Please Specify

Please complete the information above and send with a check (payable to “National Capital Area SOT”),
money order, or credit card information to the address below. If your membership type does not
require payment, please leave the section below blank. Please do not send any credit card
information via email. Please contact RCcoordinator@toxicology.org for assistance.
For Credit Card Payments:
Card Number:
Name on Card:

Expiration:
(mm/yyyy)

CVV:
Card Type:

Please return completed forms to:
SOT Regional Chapter Membership
Society of Toxicology, 11190 Sunrise Valley Drive, Suite 300, Reston, VA 20191
Form revised 6/2021

NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS LIST (2021-2022)
President:

Gopala Krishna, PhD, MBA, DABT, ATS
Inotiv

Vice President:

Colleen McLoughlin, PhD, DABT, ERT
Scivera

Secretary:

Patrick Crittenden, PhD
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

Treasurer:

Laine Peyton Myers, PhD, DABT
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

Past President:

Narayana Garimella, PhD, MS
NCAC SOT

Councilors:

Newsletter Editor: Abigail McEwen, MEM
Insight Exposure & Risk Sciences Group
Student Liaison: Rosie Sneed, DVM, PhD
University of the District of Columbia
Website Coordinator: Jennifer Tanir, PhD
ToxServices LLC

Postdoctoral:
Representative:

Sanaullah Sajib, PhD
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

Graduate
Student
Representative:

Emmanuel Woode, MSc, BS
University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Graduate
Student
Vice-Representative:

Haley Garbus
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
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2021 NCAC ACTIVITIES
NCAC-SOT Fall 2021 Symposium

On Thursday, October 14th , 2021, the NCAC hosted a virtual symposium entitled “Toxicology Research:
Coping with the Challenging Times”. Thank you to the board and all of the speakers for such an engaging and
interesting symposium! Below is a brief recap of the sessions.
Time

8:30–8:40 AM

Topic
Welcome and Introduction

Designing 3D bioprinted humanized models for drug discovery and repurposing
8:40–9:10 AM
Building Translational & Integrated Human Alternative to Animal Models: Past,
Present and Future Challenges
9:10–9:30 AM

9:30–10:00 AM

10:15–10:35 AM

10:35–10:55 AM

Cradle to Cradle Certified Products Program

Colleen McLoughlin (NCAC-SOT
Vice President)
Uday Saxena
Co-Founder and Chief Scientific Officer, ReaGene Biosciences
Subrahmanyam Vangala
Co-Founder and CEO, ReaGene Biosciences
Susan Klosterhaus
Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation
Institute

Q&A Session with Presenters

Managing Toxicology offerings during
challenging times – Relationships matter!
COVID-19: Challenges and Impact on the
Value Chain: The Importance of Accessibility, Connection, and Technology

10:55–11:15 AM

Accommodations for Academic Research
During the Pandemic

11:15–11:45 AM

Q&A Session with Presenters

12:00–1:00 PM

Speaker
Gopala Krishna (NCAC-SOT President

Career Panel and Discussion
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Bob Leasure
CEO, Inotiv

Lori Bestervelt
Director, Business Development and
Safer Chemistry Innovation, Scivera
Marion Ehrich
Professor, Pharmacology, Toxicology,
Department of Biomedical Sciences &
Pathobiology, Virginia Tech

NCAC-SOT Officers

2022 NCAC ACTIVITIES
NCAC-SOT 2022 GATHERING
NCAC-SOT members held an informal gathering at the San Diego SOT 2022 Annual Meeting. Approximately 15 to 20 members attended this informational get together. Chapter President Gopala distributed fun
toxicology t-shirts to attendees. This was a great opportunity to meet fellow NCAC members, and we look
forward to meeting with NCAC members at future SOT meetings.

Upcoming Activities of Interest
NCAC-SOT ELECTIONS
NCAC Regional Chapter members are voting for officers for the 2022-2023 term. Current NCAC-SOT
members should receive an email link to cast their ballots.
We are still seeking candidates for the Vice President/President-Elect position. There is an option to nominate a
candidate whom you think would be a great fit for this position on the current ballot.

SAVE THE DATE—UPCOMING MEETINGS
It is never too early to start planning! SOT will hold their 62nd Annual Meeting and ToxExpo in Nashville, TN
from Sunday, March 19, 2023 to Thursday, March 23, 2023.
Additionally, the NCAC-SOT board will begin working on plans for a local fall 2022 symposium.
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AWARDS

2022 Bern Schwetz Merit Award Winners
Dr. Sylvia Sanchez is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Environmental
Health and Engineering at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Heath
She was awarded for her abstract titled “Effects of arsenic exposure on the role of
dendritic cells in influenza vaccine immunogenicity”.
Ms. Lara Dahora is a PhD student in biological sciences at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University.

She was awarded for her abstract titled “Lead (Pb) poisoning impairs thyroid
hormone-dependent mechanisms of brain development”.

2022 National Capital Area Chapter Bern Schwetz Merit Award
Dr. Bern Schwetz (retired) is a nationally recognized expert in reproductive and developmental toxicology.
Dr. Schwetz served as President of the National Capital Area Chapter (NCAC) of the Society of Toxicology
(SOT) from 2000-2001. Since 2004, in Dr. Schwetz’s honor, the NCAC-SOT provides awards to help
promising early career research scientists attend the SOT annual meeting.

The NCAC-SOT makes travel awards to support students presenting at the Society of Toxicology Annual
Meeting.
Eligible students must be:
1. enrolled full-time in a graduate or post-graduate program within the NCAC-SOT region (MD, VA, DC);
2. presenting research at the upcoming SOT Annual Meeting;
3. a student member of NCAC-SOT with a mentor who is a member of SOT and/or NCAC-SOT; and
4. not receiving a concurrent travel award from National SOT or Specialty Sections.
Complete Applications Include:
A copy of the abstract submitted for SOT Annual Meeting.
A confirmation that the abstract was accepted (such as a copy of an email).
Verification that the applicant is full-time student or full-time postdoctoral research associate (e.g. a letter
(or 2 letters) that bear(s) the signature of the student and the signature of their mentor (who is a
member of SOT and/or NCAC-SOT)).
Must be a student member of NCAC-SOT. Winner Receives: A cash award to support travel to attend the
SOT Annual Meeting.
NOTE: Students are eligible if they apply for membership in conjunction with registration for the SOT meeting. NCAC-SOT
membership is available to individuals that have a professional interest in toxicology.
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/rc/ncac/awards.asp

Stay Tuned For Additional Information on the 2023 Award Opportunity
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MEMBERS ACCOMPLISHMENTS CORNER—2021
The NCAC-SOT likes to acknowledge the accomplishments of its members and celebrate their successes. The
NCAC board sends an email twice a year to the members asking to share publications, presentations and other
accomplishments from the last issue of the newsletter to date. Please take advantage of this opportunity to
share your accomplishments with your colleagues in our Newsletter.
Please send accomplishments from Fall 2021 to Present Date to the editor (Ms. Abigail McEwen), who will
incorporate them into the next issue of the newsletter.

Publications and Presentations
Presented in alphabetical order based on the author who is member of the NCAC-SOT (underlined)

•

M.P. Dent, E. Vaillancourt, R.S. Thomas, P.L. Carmichael, G. Ouedraogo, H. Kojima, J. Barroso,
J. Ansell, T.S. Barton-Maclaren, S.H. Bennekou, K. Boekelheide, J. Ezendam, J. Field, S. Fitzpatrick, M.
Hatao, R. Kreiling, M. Lorencini, C. Mahony, C. Yang., Paving the way for application of next generation
risk assessment to safety decision-making for cosmetic ingredients, Regul. Toxicol. Pharmacol., 2021;
125: 105026

•

NCAC-SOT member Peter Goering presented an invited talk for the 23rd Annual John Doull Toxicology
Forum sponsored by the Department of Pharmacology, Toxicology, and Therapeutics at the Kansas
University Medical Center, Kansas City, Kansas. The presentation was titled “A Regulatory Science
Approach to Assess the Safety of Medical Devices Incorporating Nanotechnology”. He also met with 15
graduate students in the department after his lecture for discussions about career paths in toxicology.

•

Markley, L.C., Ogungbesan, A., Gonzalez-Bonet, A., Bandele, O., Bailey, A., Patton, G. Updated Safety
Assessment of Tris(2,4-di-tert-butylphenyl) Phosphite (Irgafos 168) Used in Food Contact Applications.
2021 FDA Science Forum: Science as the Foundation for Protecting and Promoting Public Health, May 26
-27, 2021, Silver Spring, Maryland, USA

•

NCAC-SOT member Jim MacGregor’s book about the safety of botanical supplements, herbal remedies,
and other natural products has recently been translated into Japanese and annotated by the International
Life Sciences Institute Japan in collaboration with Drs. Makoto Hayashi and Takeshi Morita to include
differences between laws and regulations in the U.S. and Japan. The original English version is titled: A
Natural Mistake: Why natural, organic, and botanical products are not as safe as you think, by James T.
MacGregor, PhD, DABT.
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