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MESSAGE FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 
Welcome to the summer issue of the NCAC-SOT Newsletter!  In this issue, please peruse some of 
the online papers from our Spring Symposium, learn about the K-12 outreach activities that our 
chapter has been engaged in recently, and take note of some new employment opportunities that we 
are advertising.  Any and all news, job postings, or meeting announcements related to toxicology, 
product safety, environmental science, and the like in the MD/DC/VA region are welcome for the 
newsletter; please email them to mitkus.robert@epa.gov for inclusion in a future publication.  Last 
(but not least), if you are so inclined, please distribute this Edition to colleagues who may be 
interested in joining our local chapter.  The cost of membership is nominal, and it’s an excellent way 
to learn more about the field of toxicology beyond your day-to-day.  Please visit our chapter website 
for additional information: http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/index.asp.  
 
- Rob Mitkus, PhD, DABT 

mailto:mitkus.robert@epa.gov�
http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/index.asp�
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Greetings to all.  First, I must say what an honor and privilege it is to serve as your president for the 
next year.  I want to thank our outgoing President, Dr. Jennifer Sekowski, for her stellar leadership 
during her service as your NCAC-SOT President-elect and President, and thanks to the other officers 
whose terms of service ended.  I also want to welcome back the officers continuing their terms of 
service.  There are four new additions to the The NCAC-SOT leadership.  Dr. Laurie Roszell is our 
new vice-President/President-elect; Dr. Rosemary Schuh is a new Councilor and graduate student 
liaison, Dr. Matthew Smith is our Post-Doctoral Representative, and Ms. Colleen McLoughlin is our 
Student Representative.  The collective knowledge, experience, exposure, and energy these new 
individuals bring to the leadership will be tapped extensively to help our organization meet the 
demands the upcoming year promises to bring.  I look forward to working with all of you. 
 
The NCAC-SOT has a long, proud history of supporting its membership with excellent educational 
program opportunities, graduate student support, and K-12 outreach activities.  I hope to help keep 
this proud tradition growing.  As you know, 2011 is the 50th anniversary of the SOT and the host city, 
Washington, DC, is within our chapter’s region.  As a result, the SOT scientific program committee 
has tapped our chapter to organize a scientific program on a toxicological topic of regional interest.  
We are very close to identifying that topic, and will be reaching out to our membership for your 
suggestions and recommendations for speakers.  We are really looking forward to this opportunity to 
showcase our chapter’s excellent program development abilities at this historic meeting of the SOT.  
We will also be sending out broadcast messages to inform you about opportunities for involvement 
with other 50th anniversary celebration and local outreach activities.  This year’s Spring Symposium 
took place in April, and planning for our Fall Symposium is well underway.   
 
As you can see, it is going to be a demanding year, but with your help and support along with the 
strong chapter leadership, I have no doubt we will get the job done.  
 
- Pam Chamberlain, DVM, DABT, PhD 
 
 
 
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT 

The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT) was established to 
provide a regional focus for scientists of all disciplines interested in toxicology. The Chapter acts to: 

• Sponsor and co-sponsor symposia on current issues in toxicology  
• Provide an annual award to an outstanding student in toxicology to assist in attending the 

annual meeting of the SOT 
• Maintain communication with the National SOT regarding current toxicology and regulatory 

concerns  
• Sponsor Regional Chapter events at the SOT Annual Meetings. 
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NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
 
 

President:   Pamela Chamberlain (2010-2011) 
Covance Inc. 
703-245-2200 
pamela.chamberlain@covance.com 
  

Vice-President/   Laurie Roszell (2010-2011) 
President-elect:  US Army-CHPPM 

410-436-8774 
laurie.roszell@us.army.mil 

 
Past-president:   Jennifer Weeks Sekowski (2010-2011) 

US Army 
410-436-5546 
jennifer.sekowski@us.army.mil 

 
Secretary:   Erik Janus (2009-2012) 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
202-429-3025 
ejanus@steptoe.com 
 

Treasurer:   Thomas Flynn (2008-2011) 
US Food and Drug Administration 
301-210-6377 
thomas.flynn@fda.hhs.gov 

 
Councilors:   Robert Mitkus (2009-2012) (Newsletter editor)  

US Environmental Protection Agency 
     703-308-0205 

mitkus.robert@epa.gov 
 

   Rosemary Schuh (2010-2013) (Graduate student liaison)   
    University of Maryland 

410-605-7000 x 6498  
rschu003@umaryland.edu 
 
Syril Pettit (2008-2011) (Website coordinator) 
Health and Environmental Sciences Institute 
202-659-3306 
spettit@ilsi.org 

 
Postdoctoral  Matthew Smith (2010-2011) 
Representative:  Virginia Commonwealth University 
   804-828-8174 
   smithmj5@vcu.edu 
    
Graduate Student  Colleen McLoughlin (2010-2011) 
Representative:  Virginia Commonwealth University 

      804-828-8174 
      mcloughlince@vcu.edu 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mcloughlince@vcu.edu�
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2010 Spring Symposium 
 
Title: Emerging Issues in Water Contamination 
Date: April 15, 2010 
Location: Kaiser Family Foundation’s Barbara Jordan Conference Center, Washington, D.C. 
 

Speakers and presentation titles: 
 
Lynn L. Bergeson, Managing Director, Bergeson & Campbell, P.C. – “Chemical Pollutants in the  
Water: The Emerging Challenges Stakeholders Face” 
 
Charles E. Eirkson III, USFDA – “Environmental Assessment of Pharmaceuticals: An FDA  
Perspective” 
 
Octavia Conerly, USEPA – “Emerging Issues in Water Contamination: A Perspective from the EPA”  
  
Risk Reiss, PhD, Exponent – “Evaluation of Water Contamination from Consumer Product Uses” 
 
Michael Focazio, PhD, USGS – “Sources to Receptors: Recent USGS Research on Emerging Water 
Quality” 
 
Please visit http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/events.asp to view the presentations of our 
symposium speakers… 

 
 
2010 Fall Symposium Schedule 
 
Keep a look out for the Fall NCAC Symposium.  Details coming soon! 

  
Congratulations to the 2010 Bern Schwetz Student Travel Award Winners! 
 
Postdoctoral Award Winner: 

- Matt Smith, PhD 
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology  
School of Medicine Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 

Graduate Student Award Winners: 

- Thomas Rogers-Cottrone 
Laboratory for Neurotoxicity Studies 
VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 

- Pergentino Balbuena 
Toxicology Laboratory, Department of Biomedical Sciences and Pathobiology  
VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 

- Colleen McLoughlin 
Biomedical Engineering                                                                                                      
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 

Visit http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/SchwetzAward.asp for photos... 

http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/events.asp�
http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/ncac/SchwetzAward.asp�
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NCAC Awards Prizes at the 2010 Howard County Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics Fair 

On February 20, 2010 NCAC members, Susan Laessig, Chris Toscano, and Tom Flynn, judged high 
school student posters at the Howard County Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
Fair held at Long Reach High School in Columbia, Maryland.  The judges awarded a first prize ($50 
gift card to Borders) and honorable mention ($25 gift card to Borders) in both the mentored and non-
mentored project categories.  All students also received a certificate for “Outstanding Research 
Presentation in Environmental/Toxicological Sciences.”  The awardees and winning projects were: 

Mentored Projects 

• 1st Prize—Jared Seifter, Centennial High School, “Environmental Effects on Drug Abuse in a 
Rat Model”  

• Honorable Mention—Kevin Zhen, Centennial High School, “Nrf2 Inhibitor Screening in Lung 
Cancer”  

Non-mentored Projects 

• 1st Prize—Delaney Jordan, Glenelg High School, “Oil Spill Cleanup”  
• Honorable Mention—Anneliese Faustino, Long Reach High School, “The Determination of 

heavy metals and Inorganic Contaminants in Howard County Drinking Water”  
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SOT K-12 Outreach at Events in the Greater Washington, DC area:  
STEM in Spring and EPA@40 

 
 
Even if you don’t live near Washington, DC, there may be events locally and regionally where you, 
your company or department, and/or your Regional Chapter can share the excitement of science and 
a bit about toxicology with kids. Maureen Gwinn, chair of the SOT Education Committee K-12 Task 
Force, is involved in many community-oriented science activities and shares two recent experiences 
and some information about how you can also become involved.   
 
Continuing the relationship to the Baltimore, MD, community forged during the SOT K-12 event 
[http://www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/ParacelsusAM09.asp] in March 2009, on April 2, 2010, Maureen 
Gwinn and Joanna Matheson led a four-hour hands-on activity at the Port Discovery Children’s 
Museum as part of the STEM in Spring annual event (STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math). Both this and the event described next  involved Baggie Science, an activity 
that is easy to do for large groups of kids in multiple age ranges, uses household materials, and kids 
really enjoy it.  Baggie Science was designed for the yearly Science Day event with Girl Scouts 
sponsored by the Society of Toxicology and is used to discuss chemical mixtures and the effect of 
chemicals in different media.  The experiment can be found at (www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-
12students.asp). 
 
 Port Discovery always welcomes volunteers bringing ideas and activities to the children in a way that 
makes education fun.  Although there are many opportunities at the Museum year-round, two main 
scientific opportunities include STEM in Spring held in April, and Freaky Friday Science Labs held 
from June through September. Port Discovery is full of energized and enthusiastic staff and kids, so 
any activity you choose to do is sure to be a hit.  For more information on Port Discovery Children’s 
Museum opportunities, please contact Nora Moynihan (Nmoynihan@portdiscovery.org) or Jennifer 
Sparks (Jsparks@portdiscovery.org).   
 
Increasing outreach in the Washington, DC, area, Maureen Gwinn performed the same hands-on 
activity as part of this year’s celebration of the 40th anniversary of the first Earth Day on the National 
Mall (April 24 – 25, 2010). The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) included a tent for 
highlighting its work in the 40 years since its inception in 1970.  The event pulled together exhibitions 
and hands-on activities from various Offices under the headings of EPA Administrator Lisa P. 
Jackson’s main initiatives, including Assuring the Safety of Chemicals, Environmental Justice, 
Cleaning up Our Communities and Protecting America’s Waters, to name a few.   
 
As part of the Assuring the Safety of Chemicals display, Maureen Gwinn and other members of the 
Office of Research and Development (ORD) were on hand.  The Baggie Science experiment was 
estimated to have been performed over 600 times for close to 3000 participants.  All participants 
received laboratory goggles and a quick discussion about safety first when performing an experiment.   
 
Starting the experiment with a demonstration of what happens when all four materials were mixed 
together in a sandwich bag (baking soda, rock salt, phenol red and water) kids and adults alike were 
asked to help us with an experiment to determine what caused the reactions in the sandwich bag.  
The scientific process was briefly described, and each of the participants performed the experiment 
as a team.   
 
This experiment was used as a hands-on activity for most people or as a demonstration only for those 
with less interest or time.  Participants of all ages enjoyed the activity, and learned about chemical 
mixtures, endothermic and exothermic reactions, as well as chemical hazards.  The experimental 

http://www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/ParacelsusAM09.asp�
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-12students.asp�
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-12students.asp�
mailto:Nmoynihan@portdiscovery.org�
mailto:Jsparks@portdiscovery.org�
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protocol was made available to all interested via e-mail following the event, and was sent to over 75 
interested parents, teachers, troop leaders, and scientists.   
 
We also are planning the K-12 event that will provide open admission to a science museum near the 
Convention Center in Washington, DC, on March 6, 2011. 
 
One of the most rewarding aspects of these activities is seeing the faces of the kids when they see 
the mixture change colors, or the bag fill up with gas.  Kids and parents alike are often amazed that 
three simple chemicals can lead to that reaction, and kids that may say they don’t like science when 
they walk up to the table think differently when they leave.   
 
Continuing in the efforts of National Lab Day [http://www.nationallabday.org/], I encourage everyone 
with an interest in promoting science to kids to check out the SOT K-12 Web site 
(www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-12students.asp) for ideas and protocols, or contact either your 
Regional SOT Chapter or Maureen Gwinn (Gwinn.maureen@epa.gov) for brainstorming of other 
ideas.  This activity and others will be performed again on the National Mall on October 24 – 25, 
2010, for the US Science & Engineering Festival (www.usasciencefestival.org).  Many communities 
are hosting satellite events [http://www.usasciencefestival.org/getinvolved/host-satellite-event], so 
check the list and join in for an event near you.  Other opportunities for involvement include projects 
on the National Lab Day Web site, Sally Ride Science Festivals 
[http://www.sallyridescience.com/festivals]and events at campuses and science museums. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Pictured above: Maureen Gwinn talks about chemical reactions as students feel temperature changes in the bag in 
“Baggie Science” at the 2010 EPA Earth Day celebration, National Mall, Washington, DC. (Photo by Rin-rin Yu)

http://www.toxicology.org/ai/k12o/k-12students.asp�
mailto:Gwinn.maureen@epa.gov�
http://www.usasciencefestival.org/�
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NCAC-SOT Treasurer’s Report  

 
Treasurer's Report – May 26, 2010     
      
 Opening balance on 01/01/10       $22,790.71 
 Debits        

  Chapter administrative expenses  $55.91  

   K-12 Outreach Activities        

  • Girl Scout Science Day  $2,222.21  

  • Science Fair prizes  $234.00  

  Bern Schwetz student travel awards  $3,250.00  

      

   Total Debits   $5,706.21 $17,084.50 

 Credits         

 
  New members/ membership renewals   $3,255.00   

 
   Profit from Spring Symposium    $14.56   

      

 
  Total Credits   $3,269.56   

 Balance on 05/26/10       $20,354.06 

 
 
- Submitted by Thomas J. Flynn, Treasurer 
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      MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Affiliation: ______________________________________________________ 

Address 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________ 

State: _____ Zip Code: ____________ 

Area Code: ______ Phone: _________________FAX:____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________ 

Membership Type  ______  Full Member  ($20) ______  Student  ($10) 

  

Please check the most appropriate responses: 

SOT Member 

_____  Yes 

_____  No 

Highest Degree Attained 

_____  A.S.  _____  M.P.H. 

_____  B.A.  _____  M.S. 

_____  B.S.  _____  M.A. 

_____  D.V.M.  _____  Ph.D. 

_____  D.V.M./Ph.D. _____  Sc.D. 

_____  M.D.  _____  V.M.D. 

_____  M.D./Ph.D. _____  V.M.D./Ph.D. 

 

Type of Affiliation 

_____  Academia 

_____  Consulting 

_____  Contract Lab 

_____  Government 

_____  Industry-

Chemical/Petroleum 

_____  Industry- Pharmaceutical 

_____  Industry- Other 

_____  Other-  _____________ 

Please complete the information above and send with a check, money order or credit card (payable to NCAC-SOT) to the 
address below. The NCAC will review your application and you will be notified within 30 days.  Those not accepted will 
receive a full refund. Current RC members: please do not use this form since your renewal dues are billed annually 
through SOT. 
 
Payment Type:  Money Order______  Check ______ Credit Card ______ 
Credit Card # _______________________________________ Exp date ________ 
Name on Card ______________________________________ 
 
Send to: 
 
Tom Flynn, Treasurer 
NCAC-SOT 
9707 Baltimore Ave., 
Laurel, MD 20723-1861  
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“Summertime” 
 


	June 2010                     Issue No. 28
	NCAC-SOT Treasurer’s Report
	MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

