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CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
The National Capital Area Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NCAC-SOT) was established to provide a
regional focus for scientists of all disciplines interested in toxicology. The Chapter acts to:
• Sponsor and co-sponsor symposia on current issues in toxicology.
• Provide annual awards to outstanding students and postdoctoral scholars in toxicology.
• Maintain communication with the National SOT regarding current toxicology and regulatory concerns.
• Sponsor Regional Chapter events at the SOT Annual Meetings.
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MESSAGES FROM THE NCAC-SOT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Our President’s Message: Grateful Times Prepared Us for the Future
Dear NCAC-SOT Members:
In March, we attended the 2021 SOT Annual Meeting and ToxExpo virtually. Global attendees and presenters used computer-generated platforms to learn and share about the contemporary and future state of toxicology and its associated fields of health sciences. Together the Symposia, Workshops, and Continuing Education courses helped us with hosting,
presenting, learning, Q&A and chatting despite the limitations of a global pandemic.
During this annual meeting, we scheduled our NCAC-SOT’s Virtual Get-Together and invited you and all our fellow SOT members to join toxicologists and allied scientists of our National Capital
Area. This networking and interaction session introduced our new NCAC-SOT officers and provided a forum
for information exchange for all participants.
Ongoing vaccinations to prevent COVID-19 are giving us a great hope towards a new normal and professional
landscape with resumption of on-site and office activities, meetings and seminars in next few months. Personally, I had the great privilege of witnessing and playing an active role in vaccinations and could appreciate the
hopes and happiness in the faces of all the vaccine-receivers and their families. On this note, the roles of
CDC, USFDA, NIH, and other federal and non-federal agencies, sponsoring organizations, providers and all
personnel of our nation and the globe behind the activities of testing, treatments, therapeutics and vaccinations
against the spread of COVID-19 pandemic are highly appreciated.
Addressing both viral and bacterial infectious diseases requires utmost attention. Developing and approving
vaccines, medicines (or drugs), diagnostic devices for testing, verification and validation of products and outcomes, reviews and approvals of INDs, NDAs, PMAs, 510(k)s, IDEs, and BLAs are essential focuses of these
efforts. Specifically, my scientific and regulatory projects on describing Hepatitis C-Viral dynamics under the
influence of directly acting antivirals at the University at Buffalo, and developing antibacterial combination
therapies to treat Urinary Tract Infection (UTI) and to limit resistance development at the Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research (CDER) of the US FDA along with great experts of infectious diseases, drug development, office of medicine and public policy offices of USFDA were of great help in appreciating the current
efforts behind COVID-19 eradication strategies. In addition, the Center for Devices and Radiological Health
(CDRH) of the US FDA enabled my regulatory knowledge of substantial equality verifications of Hollow Fiber Membrane (HFM) devices, infection models and other medical devices. Rapid and focused efforts and data
driven decision makings devised during these years of 2020 and 2021 have greatly increased our confidence in
our current and future preparedness toward treating and preventing both infectious and non-infectious diseases
by taking into account of all possible and responsible covariates.
In this contest, the roles and responsibilities of health sciences, societies and healthcare organizations became
highly important. NCAC-SOT was established to provide a regional emphasis for scientists of all disciplines
interested in toxicology within VA, MD and DC areas of USA. We are proud of our members and their diverse
backgrounds and affiliations. We are one of the topmost regional chapters of SOT in membership and are
growing beyond 150 number of members. We encourage and appreciate all NCAC-SOT members who come
forward in empowering the fields of toxicology and allied sciences and engineering. We ask our members to
apply for the positions of officers in elections and serve the NCAC chapter and the field of toxicology and
health sciences as the new officers of future.
NCAC-SOT incorporates diversity and inclusion, and plays important roles in sponsoring and co-sponsoring
scientific symposia, empowering and encouraging toxicologists and students, maintaining communications of
toxicology and regulatory concerns, and sponsoring regional chapter events and annual meetings.
As the president of NCAC-SOT, I oversee the symposia, updates of health and environment portfolio, SOT’s
aim of creating a safer and healthier world by advancing the science and increasing the impact of toxicology
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and the execution of bylaws of NCAC SOT. These include prioritizing toxicology to assure the safety, effectiveness, and security of human and veterinary medicines, vaccines and associated biological products, consumer products, environmental substances, and medical devices, the safety and security of our nation's foods,
cosmetics, dietary supplements, radiation emitting and tobacco products. Because the SOT includes so many
Health and Environmental scientists, we are closely intertwined with the activities, standards and policies of
SOT, our local universities, the federal government and all sorts of for-profit and non-profit organizations.
We are in the times of gratefulness to science and its people for preparing us all to face the future.
Thank you,
All the Best.
Narayana Garimella, PhD, MS, M.Tech.
NCAC-SOT President.

Vice President Message: Greetings to all NCAC members and potential new members
Dear All,
Hope you and your family are keeping safe during these challenging times!
From the NCAC perspective, our leaders and the members did an excellent job in managing
during these times by going virtual and still executing the important goals for the year!
We thank each one of the members and the support we received from SOT headquarters in
making this happen. We look forward to continued support from all stakeholders and active
participation going forward! Yes, we shall, together make it happen and bring the honor to our
organization.
I take this opportunity to appreciate with MANY THANKS to the retiring leadership for their untiring service
despite their busy schedules. Also, sincerely request them to continue to play a role going forward.
At this juncture, we also WELCOME our new leadership team and request them to brainstorm and integrate the
lessons learned over the years and use these lessons to improve our activities going forward - for greater good of
our Society. I know our community is very open and hungry for learning from each other so we can be “better”
together and make a difference to our individual health and the welfare of our environment, on a global basis.
As our other leadership members have shared their views, I join them in collectively welcoming each one of you
and request you to contribute so we can make our society better “together” with technological advancements
while keeping SAFETY as job ONE.
Gopala Krishna, PhD, MBA, DABT, Fellow ACT

The Secretary Message
Greetings to all NCAC members!
I hope you and family are well considering the circumstances over the past year. One of the
challenges we have all faced is adapting to a “virtual lifestyle”, both personally and professionally. For me, it has been challenging staying on top of my professional career and moving into a new home in Columbia and serving as the Secretary for the NCAC! As Secretary
of the NCAC, my primary responsibility is recording the minutes of the monthly officers
meeting and participating in the planning of events for the NCAC membership. Thankfully,
I have had the privilege of working with dedicated, knowledgeable, and very hard-working
individuals within the NCAC leadership. I look forward to serving as secretary for the next two years and I
encourage all members to consider serving in the NCAC leadership in the years to come.
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In regards to NCAC-related events, over the past year NCAC leadership has organized 2 virtual symposiums
including “Next Generation Tools, Technologies and Surrogate Endpoints in Toxicological Assessments” and
“Toxicological and Safety Perspectives on Accelerated Medical and Consumer Products Development”, and
organized the NCAC Region virtual meeting held during the SOT Annual Meeting & ToxExpo Virtual Event.
My sincerest thanks and appreciation to the outgoing officers for their time, effort, and expertise planning and
implementing these meetings on behalf of the NCAC!
Also, I want to welcome and thank the incoming officers for volunteering to serve! If anyone is interested in
learning more about the incoming officers, you can read their bios at the NCAC website. In addition, you can
view past and upcoming events, newsletters, annual reports, and other NCAC-related information at our website. Please reach out to an officer if you have any requests, ideas, or suggestions about future events or activities!
Patrick Crittenden, PhD
NCAC-SOT Secretary

A message from our Website Coordinator
Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
Technology has kept us connected this past year in unexpected ways.
Video call platforms have helped us feel together while in the comfort
of our own homes and have given us a window into each other’s lives –
views of rooms, photobombs by pets and kids, and other types of interruptions. We probably all have funny stories, like the time I was speaking on a live webinar, trying to look professional, and my kitten
climbed onto my shoulder. In spite of the lifestyle changes in the past
year, NCAC-SOT has stayed active. NCAC-SOT has held monthly officer calls, two virtual symposia, and is planning a virtual get-together
on March 24 during the SOT Annual Meeting.
As the Councilor – Website Coordinator, I invite you to learn more about
NCAC-SOT through our website.

Jen Tanir and her daughter enjoying a hike
in Rock Creek Park during the pandemic.

You can find the latest updates about upcoming events and opportunities on the Events page, including the
NCAC-SOT Virtual Meeting during the SOT Annual Meeting (Wednesday, March 24 at 5:00-6:30 PM). We
hope to see you there!
Recordings and presentations from the Fall 2020 Symposium, that was held on January 28, 2021, will be available soon on the Events page, along with the recordings of other past symposia. The symposium agenda offered very timely and relevant presentations on “Toxicological and Safety Perspectives on Accelerated Medical and Consumer Products Development.”
Also on the website, you can get to know your Current Officers and meet the New Officers, whose terms begin
on May 1st.
If you have any suggestions for improvements to the NCAC-SOT website, please contact me and I’ll see what
I can do!
Best,
Jennifer Y. Tanir, Ph.D.
NCAC-SOT Councilor – Website Coordinator
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Graduate Student Representative Message

I am a second year PhD student at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health in Environmental Health and Engineering. Prior to starting at Hopkins, I studied behavioral neuroscience as an undergrad at the University of Connecticut and then
worked as a clinical research coordinator in Boston. My current research focuses on
sex differences in cardiovascular disease. Men tend to develop cardiovascular disease
about 10 years before women, and my research will focus on what kind of biological
mechanisms account for this difference. I am excited to join NCAC as a Graduate Student Representative, but haven’t participated much in NCAC activities yet. In terms of
how to improve student participation, I think the biggest challenge now in 2020-2021
has been the COVID-19 pandemic, and along with that, Zoom fatigue. It is tough in a
time where everyone probably feels a bit spread thin, so I think informal events and ways to connect with other
NCAC members would be helpful. Along with that, I’m looking forward to learning about NCAC and how I
can make the most out of my position. I am happy to work on publicity if we need to bring more awareness to
students about NCAC and the opportunities it provides for members and how members can get more involved.
Best,
Haley Garbus
NCAC Graduate Student Vice-representative

Student Liaison Message
Happy Spring! It has been year since the World Health Organization declared a global pandemic and many things in our everyday lives have changed. Hopefully, the virus will be
under control in the next few months and life will return mostly to normal. For the members of the NCAC, I am wishing all of you a healthy new year.
Rosie Sneed, DVM, PhD
NCAC-SOT Student Liaison Councilor

Treasurer Message
Greetings fellow NCAC members. The financial outlook of the NCAC at this time is very
strong. We currently have a surplus due to minimal spending during the pandemic. The
biggest expenditures during the year are usually the awards and the annual meeting expenses. We had a significant drop in both areas this year due to the pandemic. As such, we
are in strong financial shape and do not expect any major expenses by the end of the fiscal
year this summer. As always, we appreciate your membership in NCAC as your membership dues are the major source of income for the regional chapter.
It is unclear at this time when our spending will go back to normal due to the pandemic. If
SOT goes back to an in-person meeting, we expect that our expenses will return to normal, which is roughly
equivalent to our annual dues from the membership. In either case, we are in strong financial shape for the
2021 and 2022 year. Thank you again for your membership in NCAC and I look forward to seeing you in person or virtually at the next meeting.
Laine Peyton Myers, PhD, DABT
NCAC-SOT Treasurer
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Postdoctoral Fellows Representative
Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
2020 has sure thrown us a few curveballs, hasn’t it? The biggest curveball I was thrown was
having a baby during a pandemic. I’m happy to announce that my husband and I welcomed
a new baby boy to our family in mid-September. He entered into a much quieter hospital
environment than our first son, who was born in 2014 and was greeted by a waiting room
full of family eager to say hello to our new arrival. Now, in 2020, not even our older son
was allowed to visit us during our three day stay in the mother & baby ward. But in a time
when face masks and hand sanitizer are the accessories of choice, I have to count my experience as a largely positive one. Not only was my COVID test negative in the hospital (meaning I could labor
without a mask), I can also pass on the guilt that sometimes accompanies an eight-week maternity leave because, hey, almost everyone is already working from home. Maybe you’re getting to write that review paper
that kept getting pushed aside; maybe you’re an innovator on the front lines battling the virus causing such turmoil; or maybe you can savor the extra family or personal time you gain from time previously spent commuting to and from work. In any case, I hope that you, too, can see the bright side of what seems to be a crummy
year.
Farewell and best wishes,
Kristal Rychlik, Ph.D.
NCAC Postdoctoral Representative

Newsletter Editor’s Message
Dear NCAC-SOT Members,
What a strange year we just witnessed. Almost exactly a year ago we all received news that our annual meeting was cancelled, and at about the same time I was notified that the Federal Government was switching to
100% teleworking. I did not have a home office, I did not even own a desk. By that time, office furniture were
about as common as hand sanitizers and toilet paper. I set up camp in my basement, and was fortunate to inherit a nice wooden desk from a neighbor. I became the chair of the Committee on Diversity Initiatives, tasked
with set-ting up the first virtual program for our undergraduates. And yet my fortune was still far better than
that of so many of my fellow Americans. I did not contract the virus and now I have received my first shot of
the vaccine. Soon, I will be leaving the board of NCAC and this is my last newsletter for our chapter. I missed
two SOT meetings, our NCAC reunions and the opportunity to celebrate with all of you. When I look back on
the last year, all I can think is “How did my dreams turn into this?”
And yet I am infinitively grateful for the friendship of my fellow board
members, my FDA colleagues and all the friends I could only see in tiny
pixelated pictures. You all made this long nightmare livable, and gave me
a very nice plaque to decorate that new home office. THANK YOU!!!

Frederic Moulin, DVM, PhD, DABT
NCAC-SOT Newsletter Editor

NCAC-SOT MEMBERSHIP
Did you remember to renew both your SOT and NCAC memberships this year? Annual membership fees for
NCAC-SOT remain unchanged this year and are only $25 for regular memberships and $10 for full-time students. These fees are used to fund our symposium each year and to support a myriad of student activities, including student awards, travel supplements, and K-12 outreach.
If you have not yet renewed your regional Chapter membership, please do so today! You can do that online or
by mail using the membership application form on the next page.
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Welcome to our New Officers

In May 2021, our new officers will replace the outgoing members of our board. Please join me in welcoming:
Dr. Colleen McLoughlin, our new Vice President/President-Elect
Dr. McLoughlin is the Director of Toxicology at Scivera based out of the Charlottesville, VA area. She leads the Toxicology Team at Scivera working with major
consumer products brands conducting chemical hazard, risk, and alternatives assessments, as well as product certifications. She received her doctorate in Biomedical Engineering from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2012. Her dissertation research
focused on immunotoxicity testing of a polymer used in tissue engineered constructs
and development of a novel drug delivery system. Subsequently Dr. McLoughlin was
a postdoctoral fellow at the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH) In Morgantown, WV. She is a Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology and a European Registered Toxicologist (UK Registry). She has been an active member of SOT since 2009, and has served in a
variety of leadership roles. In May 2013-April 2014 she served as Vice Chair of the SOT Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) Executive Board and subsequently transitioned to Chair (May 2014-April 2015). Her duties included organizing webinars, the PDA annual meeting luncheon, symposia including the scientific symposium session “Is Neuroimmune Crosstalk Important to Neurotoxicology? Critical Insight from Animal and Human
Studies” at the annual SOT meeting in 2014, leading the Best Postdoctoral Paper Award committee, bimonthly
conference calls, and the semi-annual Post-y newsletter. Amongst other awards, Dr. McLoughlin has received
both the Student and Postdoctoral Scholar Achievement Awards from Women in Toxicology (WIT) for academic achievement, leadership, and service. Dr. McLoughlin has served on the WIT awards, newsletter, and
proposal review committees. In 2010-2012 she served as the National Capital Area Chapter student representative and the Continuing Education committee student representative. Dr. McLoughlin hopes to further her involvement with the NCAC chapter as Vice President/President-Elect and brings her past SOT leadership experiences to continue the chapter’s missions to sponsor symposia, provide annual awards, maintain communication with National SOT, and sponsor events at the SOT annual meeting, with a regional focus.
Ms. Abigail McEwen, our new Councilor-Newsletter-Editor
Ms. McEwen is a Health and Safety Scientist with Insight Exposure & Risk Sciences
Group, where she evaluates risks from a variety of commercial, consumer, and industrial products. She completed her Master of Environmental Management (MEM) in environmental chemistry and health from Duke University in 2015. She has authored peerreviewed articles on pesticide safety, metals risk assessment, and acute toxicity testing
in aquatic invertebrates. She has been a member of SOT since 2016, and previously
served as a Councilor for the Midwest Regional SOT chapter. Her long term research
interests include the intersections of toxicology and environmental, occupational, and
public health. She is a recent transplant to the DMV area, and looks forward to participating in the NCAC!

Dr. Sanaullah Sajib, our new Postdoctoral Representative
Dr. Sajib is an ORISE Postdoctoral Fellow at US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) at the Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH), where he is developing an intravital multiphoton imaging system to study the immune cell responses to
metal implants. He received his doctorate in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center, Amarillo, Texas in August 2020.
Dr. Sajib has served on the communications committee of the North American Vascular
Biology Organization (NAVBO) along with several student organizations at Texas
Tech. He is an author/co-author of 10 peer-reviewed articles and 4 book chapters and 2
editorials. He has been a member of SOT since 2018 and served as volunteer in CME
courses.
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NCAC Treasurer’s Report

Date: March 10, 2021
NCAC Financials (from HQ): 1 July 2020 through 31 Dec 2020

Income

Amount ($)

Donations

—

Dues

297000

Registration (Spring)

—

Registration (Fall)

—

Total Income

2970.00

Expense
Total Expense

—

Net Cash Flow

—

Net Assets Beginning of Year

15,231.00

Net Assets End of Year

18,201.00

Bank Statement: 31 January 2020

Income

Amount ($)

Deposit

—

Total Income

2625.00

Expenses
Total Expenses

—

Closing Check Acct Balance

18,201.04
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

______________________________________________________

Affiliation:

______________________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________________

City:

______________________________________________________

State:

_____ Zip Code: ____________

Area Code:

______ Phone: _________________FAX:____________________

E-mail:

______________________________________________________

Membership Type

______ Full Member ($25) ______ Student ($10)
Please check the most appropriate responses:

SOT Member

Highest Degree Attained

Type of Affiliation

 Yes

 A.S.

 M.P.H.

 Academia

 No

 B.A.

 M.S.

 Consulting

 B.S.

 M.A.

 Contract Lab

 D.V.M.

 Ph.D.

 Government

 D.V.M./Ph.D.

 Sc.D.

 Industry- Chemical/Petroleum

 M.D.

 V.M.D.

 Industry- Pharmaceutical

 M.D./Ph.D.

 V.M.D./Ph.D.

 Industry- Other
 Other- _________________________

Please complete the information above and send with a check, money order or credit card (payable to National Capital Area Chapter
SOT, no POs) to the address below. The NCAC SOT will review your application, and you will be notified within 30 days. Those
not accepted will receive a full refund. Current RC members: please do not use this form since your renewal dues are billed annually
through SOT.
Payment Type: Money Order______ Check ______ Credit Card ______
Credit Card # _______________________________________ Exp date ________
Name on Card ______________________________________
Signature

Please send completed form with payment to:
Society of Toxicology, ATTN: Ashley Black
1821 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite 300
Reston, VA 20190
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Current NCAC-SOT Members
Dear NCAC-SOT members,
The NCAC-SOT Executive Board considers useful to publish the membership roster in each newsletter. As of October 2018, the
Chapter members are listed below (First Name, Last Name, Institution):
Valerie

Adams

US Army Public Health Center

Felix

Adatsi

PreTrial Services Agency

Chinedu

Ahuchaogu

University of Maryland Eastern Shore

GertrudeEmilia

Costin

Institute for In Vitro Sciences

Patrick

Crittenden

US FDA

Mary Jane

Cunningham

LifeNet Health

Lara

Dahora

Virginia Tech

Danica

DeGroot

US FDA

Pedro

Del Valle

US FDA

Paul

DeLeo

Integral Consulting Inc

Jose

DelgadoJimenez

National Cancer Institute

Jay

Ansell

Personal Care Products Council

Edwin

Arauz

US EPA

Jennifer

Ator

ToxServices LLC

Michael

Babich

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Melissa

Badding

Exponent Inc

Simone

Baechler

AstraZeneca

John

DeSesso

Exponent Inc

Stanley

Barone

US EPA

Laxmikant

Deshpande

Cheryl

Bast

Keller and Heckman LLP

Virginia Commonwealth
University

Ilona

Bebenek

US FDA

US FDA

Beck

US EPA

Deacqunita

Diggs

Nancy
Frances

Belmonte

Exponent

Kristin

Bircsak

MIMETAS

Albert

Donnay

Donnay Detoxicology LLC

Adrienne

Black

-

Marion

Ehrich

Uni

Blake

American Petroleum Institute

Virginia-Maryland College of
Veterinary Medicine

Kenneth

Bogen

Ktbogen.com

Gary

Bond

US FDA-CDER

Michelle

Embry

ILSI Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Ivan

Boyer

Keller and Heckman LLP

Megan

Boylan

ToxServices LLC

Erraguntla

American Chemistry Council

Steven

Bradbury

Steven P Bradbury & Associates LLC

Neeraja
(Neera)
Louan

Fisher

Toxicology Regulatory Services
(TRS)

Joseph

Bressler

Kennedy Krieger Institute

Suzanne

Fitzpatrick

US FDA

Chad

Brocker

US FDA

E’Lissa

Flores

Deborah

Burgin

US EPA

Jessica

Camacho

US FDA

Thomas

Flynn

Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute
US FDA (retired)

Dana

Freeman

US NIH

Joy

Cavagnaro

Access BIO LC

Joan

Garey

Connie

Chen

Reproductive Toxicology
Center

Tracy

Chen

Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute
US FDA

Narayana

Garimella

NCAC SOT

Chrissy

Cochran

US FDA

Lee

Geiger

Geiger Toxicology Consulting

Joseph

Contrera

Computational Toxicology
Services LLC
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Chandramallika
(Molly)

Ghosh

US FDA

Peter

Goering

US FDA

Emily

Golden

Johns Hopkins University

Sidney

Green

James

Griffiths

Athena

Keene

Afton Chemical Corporation

James

Kim

American Cleaning Institute

Marquea

King

USDA ARS

Elaine

Knight

NIH-NCI

-

Gopala

Krishna

PAREXEL

Council for Responsible Nutrition CRN

Francis

Kruszewski

American Cleaning Institute

Susan

Laessig

US NIH ECHO

Ravinder

Lall

Retired

Dana

Lauterstein

NYU

Karen

Hamernik

US EPA

Molly

Harmon

US EPA

Wafa

Harrouk

US FDA

Kristina

Hatlelid

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Emily

Lent

Army Public Health Center

Sara

Henry

US FDA (Retired)

Jonathan

Leshin

US FDA

Tala

Henry

US EPA

Yizhong

Liu

US FDA

Thomas

Hill

US FDA

Linda

Loretz

Andrea

Hindman

American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Department of Defense
US EPA

James
Emily

MacGregor
Madden

Personal Care Products Council
Toxicology Consulting Services

Michael

Madejczyk

WRAIR

Susan

Makris

US EPA

Nikki

MaplesReynolds

Waterborne Environmental
Inc

United States Pharmacopeia

Colette

Hodes

Helena

Hogberg

Lindsay

Holden

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health
Army Public Health Center

Alan

Hood

US FDA

Eric

Hooker

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Laura

Markley

US FDA

Keith

Hostetler

Toxicology Regulatory Services
(TRS)

Joanna

Matheson

US Consumer Product Safety
Commission

Terry

Hrubec

Via College of Osteopathic
Medicine Virginia Campus

Abigail

McEwen

Timothy

McGovern

Insight Exposure & Risk Sciences Group
US FDA

Colleen

McLoughlin

Scivera LLC

Lauren

Mihalcik

Amgen Inc

Beth

Mileson

Technology Sciences Group
Inc

Constance

Mitchell

Health and Environmental
Science Institute

Troy

Hubbard

US FDA

Annette

Iannucci

Occupational Safety and
Health Administration

Emily

Illingworth

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

William

Irwin

US EPA

Seshadri

Iyengar

Bayer

Sandra

James-Yi

-

David

Jett

US NIH

Elizabeth

Katz

US FDA
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Frederic

Moulin

US FDA

Tinashe

Ruwona

W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

Brian

Mulhern

SciLucent LLC

Patricia

Ryan

AstraZeneca

Caitlin

Murphy

Inotiv

Kristal

Rychlik

Johns Hopkins University

Laine

Myers

US FDA

Jessica

American Petroleum Institute

Arvind

Nandedkar

Howard University

Tyler

Nicholas

Exponent

Simone

Nicholson

AstraZeneca

Md Sanaullah
Sylvia

RymanRasmussen
Sajib
Sanchez

Johns Hopkins University

Andrey

Nikiforov

Toxicology Regulatory Services

Louis

Scarano

US EPA

Hellen

Oketch-R

United States Pharmacopeia

Anthony

Scialli

Scialli Consulting LLC

Berk

Oktem

US FDA

Christopher

Sheth

Aclairo PDG Inc

Eguono

Omagamre

University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Fenna

Sille

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Masato

Ooka

National Center for Advancing
Translational Science

Teresa

PalaciosHernandez

US FDA

Amy
Shelby
Donna
Rosie

Skinner
Skoog
Smith
Sneed

Jin-Young

Park

US FDA

US FDA
US FDA
Altria Client Services Inc
University of the District of
Columbia

Ju Young

Park

US FDA

Geoffrey

Patton

US FDA

Babasaheb
Martin

Sonawane
Stephens

Tracs LLC
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Leslie

Patton

Technology Sciences Group
Inc

Anneliese

Striz

US FDA

Dale
Jennifer

Strother
Tanir

ToxSolve LLC
ToxServices LLC

Sean
Shaji

Taylor
Theodore

Verto Solutions
US FDA

Richard
Charles

Thomas
Thompson

Intercet Ltd
US FDA

Scott

Thurmond

US FDA-CFSAN

Richard

Troast

Troast Environmental Consulting

Lorraine
René

Twerdok
Viñas

Twerdok Consulting, LLC
The Coca-Cola Company

Bingxuan

Wang

ToxServices LLC

Darmood

Wei

US FDA

Zhengxi

Wei

US NIH

Kimberly
Margaret
Gary

White
Whittaker
Wolfe

ToxServices LLC
Gary Wolfe Toxicology LLC

Syril

Pettit

Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

US FDA

Martin

Phillips

US EPA

Jennifer

Pierson

Health and Environmental
Sciences Institute

Caroline

Pinto

US FDA

Karen

Porter

PointCross Life Sciences

Carsten

Prasse

Johns Hopkins University

Kathleen

Raffaele

US EPA-OSWER

Jennifer

Rayner

SRC

Emily

Reinke

Army Public Health Center

Ana

Ribeiro

Virginia Commonwealth University

Alicia

Richards

SRC

Paul

Roney

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority

Elissa

Wong

US FDA

Steven

Wood

US FDA

Army Public Health Center

Linnzi

Wright

CCDC Chemical Biological Center

Laurie

Roszell
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2021 NCAC ACTIVITIES

On Wednesday, March 24, 2021 from 5:00–6:30 pm, our President Dr. Narayana Garimella invited all NCAC
members to a virtual “Get Together” event during the 2021 virtual annual meeting of the Society. While not as
entertaining as our traditional receptions during past annual meetings, this networking and interaction session
allowed our leadership to share the updates of NCAC-SOT, introduce our new NCAC-SOT officers and to
provide a forum for reconnecting after this long year of pandemic.

The Agenda and the list of the speakers can be found here.
I personally enjoyed the opportunity to speak with all of you and thank Dr. Garimella for this opportunity to
see and hear many of my friends and colleagues that I missed dearly during twelve months of almost complete
isolation. Please find below a few screenshots of the event for your enjoyment.

Dr. Narayana Garimella welcomes all participants to the virtual event

While we all tried to do our part in support of Toxicology
during the pandemic, no one can claim as strong a contribution to the future of SOT as Dr. Kristal Rychlik!

Congratulation Emily for your Outstanding Leadership Award
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January 2021 NCAC Virtual Symposium
On Thursday, January 28th, 2021, the NCAC hosted a virtual symposium entitled “Toxicological and Safety
Perspectives on Accelerated Medical and Consumer Products Development”. Our vice-president, Dr. Gopala
Krishna kindly provided a summary of the sessions for our members who where unable to attend.
Time

Topic

Speaker

Welcome/Introduction/Opening
8.30-9.00
am

Narayana Garimella,
Ph.D.,
Our President Dr. Narayana Garimella, promptly welcomed the audience and went
through the logistics of the Symposium and opened the symposium by introducing the
NCAC- SOT
first speaker
Hand Sanitizer Safety and Efficacy Requirements: No Need to Wring Your
Hands to Understand!

9.00-9.30
am

Dr. Kim has had hand on experience on this subject. He went over the history of sani- James Kim, Ph.D.,
tizers, currently available safe sanitizers for use, especially during these challenging
American Cleaning Instipandemic times. Also, he highlighted pros and cons of multiple sanitizers on the martute
ket so the participants could or would make relevant decisions on the sanitizers and
hopefully share the same with the fellow friends/families, as appropriate. There were
multiple practical questions which were diligently answered
Perspective of Safe Choice

9.30-10.00
am

Clive Davies Ph.D.,

Dr. Davies also gave an excellent presentation regarding his experience and state of
the art technologies he has been using in product selection so audience could make
appropriate choice in product selection keeping risk and benefits in mind

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Accelerated DMPK Perspective in Anticancer Drugs Development
10.00-10.30
am

10.45-11.15
am

Dr. Huang highlighted the need of drug metabolism and pharmacokinetics in drug development. Keeping the general audience in mind, he initially described the role of
DMPK in drug development with relevant guidelines. He also included perspectives of Zeck Huang, Ph.D.,
such as assessment on newer technologies such as stem cell development and gene
Parexel International
therapies. His collaborator Dr. Krishna, from Parexel added further discussion on the
“need of the hour” on this topic, particularly, emphasized the drug-drug interaction and
Antidrug Antibody formation modulating both efficacy and safety of biologicals and
biosimilars.
The Perspectives of ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Accreditation for Toxicity Testing of
Medical Devices
Ghadevaru Sarathchandra,
Dr. Sarathchandra gave an excellent presentation regarding the ISO/IEC certification
Ph.D.,
process, particularly, as applicable to Indian regulatory authorities. He described very
nicely the draft and/or updated guidance. Further, he showcased his own collaborative Dean of Basic Sciences
efforts to make the required procedures/assays and lab setups with University/
Tamil Nadu Veterinary
Government and Industry collaborations. Dr. Krishna asked multiple questions on the and Animal Sciences Uniground-level progress on this very important process and Dr. Sarathchanadra shared
versity
his experience and progress, particularly, the available resources to meet required
guidance so the stakeholders can utilize and make a difference.
Safety Assessment of Fragrance Ingredients - A General Approach

11.15-11.45
am

Dr. Sadekar did an excellent job in sharing her company experience in characterizing
as they develop safe Fragrance Ingredients. Further, she related their hands experience
with that of General Approach and pointed out salient pros and cons in characterizing
such products. She also pointed out 3R concept as applicable to Fragrance Ingredients
so animal resources are efficiently used, as needed. The current focus is moving towards testing by using alternative approaches.
Safety/ Allergenicity Assessment of Genetically Modified Crop

11.45-12.15
pm

Dr. Dwivedi presented elegantly the concepts on Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMOs). Also, he took time to explain the complexities regarding public acceptance of Ashish Dwivedi, Ph.D.,
such crop products. It’s understood that with education at the ground level using agri- CSIR-IITR Lucknow
cultural educators from academia, industry and government collectively has produced
results in this field. This is one of the most important ways that the science and its applications can feed the growing world’s population by the hour, for example!
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Nikaeta Sadekar, Ph.D.,
Research Institute for Fragrance Materials

Lunch and Learn Chat (Mentors and Mentees Program)
12.15-1.15
pm

1.15-1.45 pm

1.45-2.15
pm

2.15-2.30
pm

Several Volunteer mentors from NCAC membership shared their commitment around
mentorship. It was well received and there were follow up interactions among mentors
and the mentees. This was considered as an excellent forum to build our organization
and engage students and young scientists at all levels and get them involved as contributing members of NCAC-SOT organization
Expedited Paths for Drug Development – A Toxicology Perspective
Dr. Deshmukh gave his organizations strategies in the expedited pathways in drug
development. FDA provides multiple accelerated pathways depending on the utility/
need of the molecule that’s being developed, such as rare diseases, unmet need, novel
therapeutics and many more considerations. For these accelerated pathways the sponsor much make a case describing the novelty of the molecule and how it fits into a
given accelerated pathway. This helps reduce the development time so the waiting
patient could get the needed treatment much sooner. This presentation was well received with good questions from the audience and there was good discussion
Nonclinical Drug Safety Assessment During the Pandemic Era

Dhanraj Deshmukh,
Ph.D., Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center

Dr. Krishna presented the regulatory pathways based on the recently issued global
guidelines, particularly, in developing anti-infectives, including Covid-19 vaccines and
therapeutics during the pandemic times. He also pointed out how to navigate the testing process while engaging the contract research organizations who have developed
disease models to meet unique demand for such models on a tailored basis. Remote
Gopala Krishna, Ph.D.,
monitoring was also highlighted. Also, he shared the mindset of regulatory agencies to Paraxel International
accommodate the challenges sponsors facing, including shortage of large animals due
to export/import restrictions and practicing safe distancing while scientists conduct
laboratory experiments. Use of Artificial Intelligence (using software tools in predicting toxicity) in safety assessment is gaining importance these days and during these
challenging times. Networking is one of the most critical steps and learning from each
other so as to execute the required experiments without compromising safety.
Q&A Session with Panel Members
All speakers were available to answer questions and there was a lively discussion and
each participant was benefited. With this, the NCAC leaders thanked all speakers and
participants. The symposium was considered as a great success!

All Speakers

2021 National Capital Area Chapter Bern Schwetz Merit Award Winners
Dr. Bern Schwetz (retired) is a nationally recognized expert in reproductive and developmental toxicology.
Dr. Schwetz served as President of the National Capital Area Chapter (NCAC) of the Society of Toxicology
(SOT) from 2000-2001. Since 2004, in Dr. Schwetz’s honor, the NCAC-SOT provides awards to help promising early career research scientists attend the SOT annual meeting.
The NCAC-SOT is delighted to present the following 2021 Bern Schwetz Merit Award winners:

Bern Schwetz Postdoctoral Student Merit Award
Dr. Yizhong Liu is an ORISE fellow at the Centers for Devices and Radiological
Health of the US FDA.
He was awarded first place for his abstract entitled “Effects of silver nanoparticles on endothelial cells under physiologically-relevant hemodynamic conditions:
Increased cytotoxicity and inflammation.”

Dr. Masato Ooka is a postdoctoral fellow at the National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences (NCATS) of the National Institutes of Health.
He was awarded second place for his abstract entitled “Profiling Tox21 Compounds That Activate p53 Signaling After Metabolic Activation”
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2021 OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
In 2020, the outreach activities of the NCAC were severely curtailed by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and
the subsequent isolation measures. Our undergraduates and high school students, just like ourselves, were confined to their homes and out of reach of our activities. We were however able to participate in two virtual
events: The 2021 virtual SOT Undergraduate Diversity Program and the 2021 virtual Fairfax County Regional
Science and Engineering Fair. We are providing you in this edition a short summary of both events.
Special Activities for Undergraduate Students at Virtual SOT Annual Meeting
Undergraduates registering for the Virtual Annual Meeting had a choice of activities that were hosted by the
Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI), and the SOT Faculty United for Toxicology Undergraduate Recruitment and Education (FUTURE) Committee. These provided undergraduates registrants with more information
about toxicology, assisted them with career planning, and encouraged networking with graduate students and
toxicologists. Any undergraduate applying receive complimentary meeting registration by sending the meeting Registration Form and a picture of their student ID to the SOT Registration Department.
Once registered for the meeting, undergraduate attendees reserve space in each of the special events organized
by CDI for the participants in the Undergraduate Diversity Program and by FUTURE for the SOT Undergraduate Research Award recipients. As meeting registrants, students also had access to all the scientific sessions,
posters, and other offerings of the Annual Meeting. The following sessions proved a great success with our
undergraduates, who were eager to engage and chat with all the SOT and NCAC volunteers providing support
for the program.
What Is Toxicology and Why Should I Care: Live Introduction to Toxicology Presentation and Q&A
Saturday, March 13
Students had a first opportunity to learn about toxicology and careers related to the discipline. The session
opened with a welcome, and then a presentation by Dr. Marquea King (USDA) which introduce the students
to the breadth and importance of toxicology. Participants then had the opportunity to ask questions regarding
toxicology in general. To avoid “zoom fatigue”, this session was the only formal lecture of the entire undergraduate program.
Ins and Outs of Graduate School in Toxicology: Insights into Admissions, Training and Finding Success.
Saturday, March 20
Students met in small discussion groups facilitated by a graduate student and a graduate program advisor to
learn tips about applying for and succeeding in graduate school, gain insights into admissions, and get answers
to any questions they might have about toxicology graduate school and PhD programs.
Interactive Case Study for Undergraduate Students: Metal Levels in Whales from the Gulf of Maine:
A One Environmental Health Approach
Saturday, March 20
Do pollution and metal content in ocean waters impact whales? Undergraduates were
placed in role of a scientist during this ecotoxicology case study. Dr. John Wise
(University of Louisville, Louisville, KY)
provided background and explained the research techniques used to sample whales.
Then Dr. Mindy Reynolds (Washington Col17

lege, Chesterton, MD) facilitated the exploration and interpretation of real data in small groups in an active
learning experience she designed for undergraduates. This was a fascinating session seamlessly blending hard
data analysis and wonderful videos of research vessels in action.
Toxicology Career Roundtables
Wednesday, March 24
These small virtual discussion groups with
SOT toxicologists provided insights into career paths and work-life balance of toxicologists in academia, industry and regulatory
agencies. Each group include three toxicologists representing academia, government, and
industry or consulting. The students could ask
any questions to learn how to use their interests and aptitudes in pursuing a career in toxicology.
Undergraduate Networking with Graduate Students
Thursday, March 25
In this informal virtual session, small groups of undergraduates networked with graduate students to learn
more about graduate school and graduate student experiences. Each group met sequentially with several teams
of graduate students to offer a diverse view of the topic and the sessions were full of hard questions and plenty
of laughter.
In addition to these special events, all the undergraduate registrants were included in mentoring groups
of 4-5 students with two toxicologists advisors and
two peer mentors who met before, during and after
the meeting in zoom sessions. CDI and FUTURE
also hosted informal “after-hours” parties where students were welcome to comment on the activities at
the meeting, ask for any clarifying questions and
play games testing everyone’s knowledge of toxicants and toxicology. One of the most difficult question I received was “What do you do when you have
only received rejection letters at this date after applying for graduate school in toxicology”. This year unfortunately the dynamic of the pandemic and the economy lead to a record number of applicants to graduate programs while many education institutions observed a
precipitous drop in revenues. This resulted in the heart-breaking situation of eminently qualified candidates
unable to pursue their dream of starting a career in science. We did our best to reassure them and encourage
their perseverance, but this situation highlighted in dramatic fashion for me the need of mature professional to
engage and support the young scientists of this generation who are facing headwinds in starting their careers
that we could never have imagined when we started our. I urge you to engage with them at any opportunity
you may have.
Cheers,
Frederic Moulin
NCAC Councilor and 2021 Chair of the Committee on Diversity Initiatives.
18

WHAT’S NEW IN TOXICOLOGY?
The Association of Government Toxicologists changes name
The Association of Government Health & Environmental Scientists (AGHES) was
founded as the Association of Government Toxicologists (AGT) on November 23,
1983, originally to promote and facilitate the acquisition and utilization of knowledge
in toxicology, and to provide opportunities for government toxicologists to meet and
exchange ideas. In 2017, AGT initiated an exciting change, voting to modify its Constitution and By-laws and open the door to a significant expansion in the breadth and
number of scientific professionals who could be eligible to join their membership
ranks and actively serve in leadership roles as Officers and/or members of the Council. AGT completed the
work on its “reinvention” in 2021 by changing its name to embrace a wider range of toxicology-related sciences, and be broadly expanding its meeting venues and programs. Full membership (right to vote) now is available to those persons who are employed by any United States Federal, State, or Local Government as a qualified scientist in any human, animal, or environmental health- or safety-related science
position, or who were so employed at the time of their retirement or separation from
government due to a reduction in force (RIF). Associate membership is available to
those persons who are employed by a governmental entity as a contractor or by any
non-governmental entity (e.g., university, industry, non-governmental organization
(NGO), etc.) as a qualified scientist in any human, animal, or environmental health- or
safety-related science position.
NCAC Congratulates the winners of the 2021 Fairfax County science fair

The 66th annual Fairfax County Regional Science and Engineering Fair took place virtually on Sunday, March
21st in a live-streamed awards ceremony broadcast on the FCPS TV channel 99. The event showcased over
200 high school science projects. Via recorded videos, 300 students presented their research projects in a wide
variety of science and engineering fields. Projects were judged by over 150 STEM professionals and 50 professional organizations and businesses.
The NCAC provided 2 judges for the event, Dr. Rosie Sneed and Ms. Emily Illingworth who worked frantically to review the work and select the winners for two toxicology-related awards of $100 each.
The students uploaded abstracts of their work, posters and videos they made of their poster presentations to the
cloud and our judges downloaded and reviewed all the submissions before determining two winners for the
categories of “Pollution and Toxicology of the Environment” and “Medicine and Toxicology of Drugs and
Chemicals”.
Please join me in congratulating Ms. Brielle Steeves for her project titled “The amount of air that passes
through filtered material” who is the winner of our award for Best Presentation in "Pollution and Toxicology
of the Environment", and Mr. Sreekrishna Girish Kumar for his project titled “The Effect of Antioxidant
Supplements and EDTA on the Activity of Copper (II) Sulfate Inhibited Fungal Catalase” who is the winner
of our award for Best Presentation in "Medicine and Toxicology of Drugs and Chemicals".
Because both of our winners are minors, we will not be able to show you pictures of our winners, but please
join me in congratulating both on extremely current, well conducted and well presented research which took
place in circumstances that challenged the conduct of scientific experiments even for the most seasoned of us.
Both winner received, in addition to our prize, a certificate and a letter of appreciation from the NCAC. I
would like also to thank both our judges and Tim Harazin, the fair organizer, for their efforts.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS of INTEREST?
Title
SOT FDA COLLOQUIA ON EMERGING TOXICOLOGICAL SCIENCE:
The Toxicology of Nanoparticles
American College of Toxicology
Practical Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology
2021 Virtual Course

Date

Registration

April 8, 2021
Live Webcast
9:00 AM–12:40 PM UTC -4

Registration

Live Q&A with Speakers
May 17-20, 2021

Registration

Case Studies and Discussion

Information

May 21, 2021

The AASLD/FDA DILI Conference
Drug-induced Liver Injury: New
Developments and Innovations in
Patients with Underlying Liver Disease, Cancer or COVID-19

April 20-22, 2021

Society for Birth Defects Research
& Prevention

June 24 - July 1, 2021

Information

2021 Annual Meeting

Registration

Virtual
Information

June 28 – June 30, 2021

Registration

Virtual

Toxicologic Pathology Relevant to
Pediatric Populations

American College of Toxicology

Registration

Virtual

61st Annual Meeting

Society of Toxicologic Pathology
40th Annual Symposium

Information

Information

November 14–17, 2021

Registration

Washington, DC
Information
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MEMBERS ACCOMPLISHMENTS CORNER
The NCAC-SOT likes to acknowledge the accomplishments of its members and celebrate their successes. The
NCAC board sends an email twice a year to the members asking to share publications, presentations and other
accomplishments from the last issue of the newsletter to date. Please take advantage of this opportunity to
share your accomplishments with your colleagues in our Newsletter.

Awards
The NCAC would like to congratulate Dr. Sidney Green, PhD, ATS for being
the recipient of the 2020 SOT Founders Award for Outstanding Leadership in
Toxicology.
This award, sponsored by the SOT Endowment Fund, recognizes a Full, Emeritus,
or Retired Full member who has demonstrated outstanding leadership in fostering
the role of toxicological sciences in safety decision-making through the development and/or application of state-of-the-art approaches that elucidate, with a high
degree of confidence, the distinctions for humans between safe and unsafe levels
of exposures to chemical and physical agents.
Through his more than 50 years as a practicing toxicologist, Dr. Green has made major contributions to academia, industry, and government.
Dr. Green joined the US Food and Drug Administration (US FDA) as a pharmacologist in 1965, after spending
several years in industry. He received his PhD in biochemical pharmacology from Howard University in 1972.
Through various roles at US FDA, most recently as Director of the Division of Toxicological Research, Dr.
Green contributed to safety decision-making by ensuring appropriate research information was available to
facilitate the development of regulatory guidelines used to establish safe versus unsafe exposure levels for
chemical and physical agents that humans encounter daily. His efforts as the Agency’s chief spokesperson in
the area of alternative tests contributed significantly to the establishment of the Interagency Regulatory Alternatives Group, which set the stage for the Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Validation of Alternative Methods.
Dr. Green’s contributions to safety decision-making continued through his role at the US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), where he served as Chief of the Toxic Effects Branch, Health Review Division, in
the Office of Toxic Substances. In this role, he and other members of the branch represented US EPA on many
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) scientific panels responsible for developing toxicological guidelines for the testing of materials by OECD members. He also chaired the US EPA
GeneTox Committee, the charge of which was to review the status of most of the methods used in genetic toxicology.
Joining Covance Inc. as Director of the Department of Toxicology in 1995, Dr. Green was charged with ensuring the appropriateness of studies in multispecies for generating data to support safety-of-use requirements for
designated products as part of the premarket approval process. Then, in 1998, Dr. Green joined Howard University College of Medicine as an Adjunct Associate Professor of pharmacology, a position he continues to
hold.
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Dr. Green also served on the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Toxicity Testing. He was a member of the committee, the efforts of which resulted in the 2007 publication of Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century: A Vision and a Strategy, which has been instrumental in changing how toxicologists think about the approach to safety evaluation. In addition, Dr. Green has authored more than 70 publications, primarily on topics
involving genetic toxicology, short-term test methodology, and policy issues associated with alternatives to
animal testing.
Dr. Green has been actively involved in SOT since 1974 in appointed, elected, and volunteer capacities. His
service includes positions on Council, as Chair of the Membership Committee, and as President of several
Component Groups. In addition to service to SOT, Dr. Green is a Past President of the American College of
Toxicology, the Association of Government Toxicologists, and the Academy of Toxicological Sciences. We
unfortunately were unable to recognize his achievements properly when the 2020 SOT annual meeting was
abruptly cancelled and we wish to correct the record here.

The NCAC would like to congratulate our outgoing Graduate Student Representative Emily Illingworth for receiving the 2021 Outstanding Graduate Student Leadership Award and being recognized during the Student Postdoctoral
Mixer.
The Outstanding Graduate Student Leadership Award recognizes student representatives who have contributed to the Society in a significant manner (i.e.,
above and beyond the normal, expected, basic service as a representative).
All of us on the NCAC board who worked with Emily during her tenure will
tell you that no one deserved this award better than her, and we can all attest
to her willingness to go above and beyond the call of duty to support our
Chapter under the most difficult circumstances, among which 2020 stands as
somewhat of achievement by itself.
Well done Emily, we wish you the best in finishing your thesis!!

And finally, please join me in congratulating our past President, Margaret
H. Whittaker, PhD, ERT, DABT, CBiol, FRSB for her election on the
SOT Nominating Committee and our past councilor, Dr. Pedro L. Del
Valle, PhD, ATS for his election to the Awards Committee.
The Nominating Committee submits in writing to the Secretary by October
15 of each year at least two nominations for each elective office and committee to be filled.
The Awards Committee reviews all suggestions and recommendations for
each of the awards conferred by SOT. The Awards Committee selects the
recipient or recipients for each award and notify Council of its decisions.
Both of these committees are incredibly important to the functioning of our Society, and having worked closely with both Margaret and Pedro, I feel reassured that the future of SOT is in good hands.
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