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William W. Chin, M.D. 
Dr. William W. Chin is the Executive Dean for Research at Harvard 
Medical School (HMS). In this role, Dr. Chin spearheads efforts to design 
and implement the vision for research at HMS, with special emphasis on 
interdisciplinary and translational research that crosses departmental and 
institutional boundaries. Chin is a Harvard-trained endocrinologist and 
longstanding faculty member. His impressive career is exemplified in part 
by his extensive bibliography of nearly 300 papers, chapters and books, 
most of which were generated during his 25 years on the Harvard Medical 

School faculty. During his tenure as a faculty member in the Department of Medicine at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, he became chief of the Genetics Division and a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute investigator, advancing to professor of Medicine, and Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Biology at HMS. As a pioneering molecular endocrinologist at HMS, Dr. Chin 
embraced the early use of emerging DNA technology to make important discoveries regarding 
the structure, function and regulation of hormone genes. His investigations often demonstrated a 
translational research theme, connecting basic laboratory discoveries to their physiologic 
relevance in animal models and humans. He has been honored with numerous awards for 
research, mentorship and leadership. Prior to HMS, Dr. Chin was at Eli Lilly and Company, 
where he had worked for the last decade, most recently as senior vice president for Discovery 
Research and Clinical Investigation. 
 
 

 
Robert W. Dunstan, DVM, MS, DACVP 
Bob Dunstan obtained his BS from the University of Notre Dame, his 
DVM from Purdue University, an MS in Pathology from Michigan State 
University and is a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists.  He has served as a full professor at Michigan State 
University and then at Texas A&M University where he specialized in 
comparative dermatopathology and the molecular biology of genetic skin 
diseases of animals.  He then moved to Pfizer in Ann Arbor, MI as Head 
of Investigative Pathology and while there, led a global initiative on virtual 
microscopy and high throughput image analysis.   In 2007, he moved to 

Biogen Idec, Cambridge, MA where he is a Distinguished Investigator heading the Comparative 
Pathology Laboratory.  There he specializes in immunohistochemistry, morphometry and its 
applications to neoplastic, autoimmune and neurodegenerative diseases.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Mary L. Hixon, BA, MSc, PhD 
Mary L. Hixon received her MS and PhD degrees in Environmental Health 
and Toxicology, respectively, from Case Western Reserve University and 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and her post graduate 
training in molecular genetics and reproductive toxicology at the 
Department of Genetics and the Center for Human Genetics of Case 
Western Reserve University and at the Department of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine of Brown University. She is currently an assistant 
professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at The Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University and the Director of the Molecular Pathology 

Core at the Brown University Laboratories of Molecular Medicine. Prior to Brown, she held a 
research assistant professor position at the Department of Medicine, Tufts University St. 
Elizabeth's Medical Center.  

Dr Hixon has been a principal investigator in multiple research projects. She has published 
extensively in the areas of genomic instability, toxicogenomics, reproductive toxicology and 
biomarker development. She has served as an advisor to government agencies and the 
pharmaceutical industry, including the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development, the Health and Environmental Science Institute and Pfizer Inc.  

Dr Hixon also has considerable experience as an educator and mentor. She is a course director 
for molecular pathology (BIOL286) and toxicology (BIOL1820) graduate courses at Brown 
University, an editorial board member for the journal, Reproductive Toxicology, and among 
other honors, she has received a Manning Assistant Professorship from Brown University and 
the Nelson Fausto Award for Teaching. 

 
 
 

Robert E. Chapin, Ph.D 
Bob Chapin spent the first 18 years of his career at NIEHS, doing 
reproductive toxicology in vivo and developing new approaches for in 
vitro mechanistic investigations. He moved to Pfizer in 2002, working in 
a screening and investigative lab in the Developmental and Reproductive 
Tox group. This group develops and applies numerous in vitro models to 
screen compounds and performs mechanistic work for DART issues. 
Bob received the NIH Director’s Award for Scientific Merit in 1995, and 
the Pfizer Achievement award in 2010.  He has  >130 publications, book 
chapters, and has participated in numerous committees and review 

boards and done all the usual “scientific citizenship” sorts of things. Bob still wonders when he’s 
actually going to have to work for a living.  
 
 


