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ANNUAL REPORT: 2010-2011 
June 1, 2010 to May 31, 2011  

 
I.  Officers: 
  2010-2011   2011-2012 
President:    Rafael Ponce   Stacey Harper 
Vice President:    Stacey Harper   David Stone 
Vice President-elect:   David Stone   Peter Korytko 
Secretary/Treasurer:   Linda Carlock   Linda Carlock 
Councilors:    Kristen Mitchell  Susan Tilton 
     Susan Tilton   Haley Neff-LaFord 
Past-President:   Cecile Krejsa   Rafael Ponce 
Student Representative:    Chad Weldy   Lisa Truong 
Post-Doctoral Representative:  Tamara Tal   Wesley Smith 
 
 
II. Activities 
 
2010-2011 Meetings: 
 
The Fall 2010 Regional Meeting was held October 15-16, at the LaSells Stewart Center on the 
Oregon State University (OSU) campus in Corvallis, OR.  This year, in conjunction with the regional 
meeting, we offered students and post-docs an afternoon Work Shadow event, which was 
sponsored by a grant from the Society of Toxicology Strategic Initiative Fund.  Participants had the 
opportunity to spend part of the day preceding the conference with regional toxicologists working in 
academia, government, industry and consulting.  Scientists from 15 institutions in Portland, Eugene, 
McMinnville, Corvallis and Philomath participated in the program.  These organizations represented 
research and technology development, academia, local utilities, product development and safety 
assessment, pharmaceutical services, and federal and state government offices.  Trainees from 
Washington, Idaho and Oregon were asked to select their top two placements and a total of 32 
students and post-docs were matched with the professionals of their choosing.  Trainees got to 
experience different working sectors of toxicology, enhance community ties, and build their 
professional network.  The event was followed by a PANWAT Work Shadow reception in which 
trainees and sponsors had an opportunity to interact informally and share their experiences with one 
another.  For mentors, hosting students allowed them to introduce their work to trainees who will be 
job-hunting in the near future, and the reception enhanced connections between toxicologists 
working in diverse fields.  For the students and post-docs, the on-site discussions helped them 
understand the institutional goals and job functions of local scientists and to gain insight into options 
for their own career paths, and the reception provided an informal opportunity for sharing between 
groups.     
 
The conference symposium, “Integrative Toxicity Test Methods to Improve Hazard Identification”, 
focused on new and integrative toxicity test methods that are being developed and implemented to 
improve hazard identification and safety testing.  Improved methods that offer rapid, accurate, 
relevant, and predictive results from systematic evaluations were addressed as well as novel 

Society of Toxicology, Pacific Northwest Chapter 



             
PANWAT                     2010-2011 Annual Report            2 

technologies that have been developed in one area of toxicology but have potential to add value to 
different sub-disciplines.  A portion of the conference program was dedicated to translational 
outcomes, issues with assay validation, and the standardization of novel toxicity test assays.  Invited 
speakers included Dr. Elizabeth Walker of the Critical Path Institute and Dr. Camilla Leiske of 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks.  Both invited guests received travel funding from the SOT.  Dr. 
Walker discussed progress made by industry-government coalitions focused on validation of new 
nonclinical safety biomarkers for pharmaceutical development.  Dr. Leiske discussed research her 
team is doing to understand impacts of environmental contaminants in the diets of arctic animals 
and in villagers who rely upon harvests of fish, wild game, and native plants for their subsistence.  
Other symposium speakers included Dr. Robert Tanguay, on development of zebrafish models for 
high content toxicology assays; Dr. Bill Stubblefield, on the process of qualifying new ecotoxicology 
test methods; Dr. Richard Zanger, on use of plasma 3-nitrotyrosine adducts as biomarkers to 
support epidemiological studies of lung disease risk; Dr. Madeline Fort, on species differences in 
preclinical safety and efficacy assessment of a novel anti-cytokine antibody; and Dr. David Shepherd 
on the use of dendritic cells as an integrative model for immunotoxicology studies.  
 
The inaugural Pacific Northwest Toxicology Achievement Award was presented to Dr. Jim Woods in 
recognition of his outstanding research career, training of toxicologists, and contributions to the 
regional and national toxicology community.  Dr. Woods’ research focused on mechanisms of metal 
toxicity, and he pioneered the use of urinary porphyrins as biomarkers for heavy metal exposure and 
intoxication.  A synopsis of Dr. Woods’ scientific achievements leading to this award is posted on the 
PANWAT website (http://www.toxicology.org/isot/rc/panwat/index.asp).  Dr. Woods’ work has 
informed the public health debate about effects of low level exposures to heavy metals such as lead, 
arsenic and mercury.  He also served as the founding President of PANWAT in 1984, and helped to 
organize the first Pacific Northwest Toxicology Conference.  At the award luncheon on Friday, Dr. 
Woods presented a keynote address emphasizing the benefits of collaboration for developing a 
fruitful scientific career and extending the impact of one’s own research through synergies with 
scientists of diverse backgrounds.  
 
Fall 2010 Annual Meeting Presentation Awards 
Students and post-doctoral fellows contributed 15 posters and eight platform sessions to the program, 
and outstanding presentations were recognized.  This year $1,600 was distributed for awards.  First 
place platform award went to Chad Weldy ($300; UW), 2nd place to Ed O’Donnell ($200, OSU), 3rd place 
(tie) Christopher House ($100, Boise State) and Lisa Truong ($100, OSU).  Poster awards went to:  1st 
place,. Jill Franzosa ($300, OSU), 2nd place (tie) Kati Saili ($200, OSU) and Tamara Tal ($200, OSU), 
3rd place (tie) Eva Amouzougan ($100, Boise State) and Anastasiya Berst ($100, Corvalis High School) 
 
Meeting Support 
We have a continued commitment to keep annual meeting costs as low as possible to encourage 
broad chapter participation.  As meeting costs continue to rise, this poses a challenge.  We were 
extremely fortunate to receive generous support from a number of sponsors to make this meeting a 
success.  

• Amgen 
• Society of Toxicology 
• Seattle Genetics 
• OSU Environmental Health Science Center 
• Gene Tools 
• OSU Research Office 
• Rafael Ponce 
• Steve Gilbert 
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This sponsor support kept registration cost low, allowed undergraduates to attend the meeting without 
cost, covered meeting and travel expenses for a number of graduate students, and made the student 
financial awards possible. 
 
Officers’ Meetings (teleconference): 

11 May 2010 20 Aug 2010 18 Feb 2011 
9 June 2010 8 Dec 2010 17 May 2011 (old and new officers) 

 
Projected Meetings: 
 
2011-2012 Date Meeting Topic Location 

June 8, 2011 Officers Meeting Teleconference 

July 25, 2011 Officers Meeting Teleconference 

Oct 7-8, 2011 The Art and Science of Research 
Translation in Toxicology 

Bonneville Hot Springs, North 
Bonneville, WA (Columbia Gorge, 35 
miles from Portland) 

October 2011 Officers Meeting  At annual meeting or teleconference 

February 2012 Officers Meeting Teleconference 

March 2012 Reception at SOT   San Francisco 

May  2012 Officers Meeting Teleconference 
 
Other Regional Chapter 2010-2011 activities: 
 

• PANWAT successfully applied to SOT for funding to support student travel and 
accommodations for the 2010 Regional Meeting.  In addition, we fully sponsored all 
undergraduates who attended. 
 

• PANWAT hosted a well attended reception in conjunction with the SOT annual meeting on 
March 6, 2011 at Fado Irish Pub in Washington DC. 

 
• A PANWAT historical poster was prepared by for the 50th Anniversary SOT annual meeting.  

Poster is now available on the website. 
 
• PANWAT worked with local industries to raise funds to support chapter activities, including 

the 2010 Regional Meeting and Student Work Shadow opportunity, and to increase 
awareness of the organization and attract new members from industry. 

 
• Announcements sent regarding Chapter reception at SOT, solicitation of officers, and ballots 

for voting. 
 

• By-laws were revised and sent to PANWAT membership for approval.  Changes included:  1) 
new postdoctoral membership fee of $15, which more than students but less than full 
members; 2) reducing the number of Councilor positions from 3 to 2, and increasing the 
student representative positions from 1 to 2 (one student representative who would be a 
voting member of the Council and a student elect representative who would participate in 
meetings and activities, but not be a voting member and would accede to the student 
representative position at the end of their term); 3) clarifying the roles of President and Vice-
President; and 4) inclusion of a new statement that the Chapter won’t take on 
campaigning/legislative activities as a substantial part of our activities. 
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PANWAT Expenditures and Cash Position: 
 
Net assets at beginning of the year (May 29, 2010):      $ 18,348.60 
Income: 

2010-2011 Donations Received:       $ 11,250.00 
Registration fees from Annual Meeting:       $   4,260.00 
2010 Membership Dues (through May 2011)    $   3,000.00 
SOT grants (speaker travel, student travel)    $   2,250.00 

     Total Income    $ 20,980.00 
 
Expenses: 

2010 Annual Meeting expenses     $ 19,929.00 
Awards for 2010 Annual Meeting:  $ 1,600.00 
Student Travel:  $3,785.04 (offset by SOT grant) 
Speaker Travel Expenses:  $2,165.46 (offset by SOT grant) 
Facilities, Program and Catering:  $9,794.59 
Student Work Shadow:  $1,545.80 
Misc charges (deposit, awards, etc.):  $1,038.11 

SOT Student Officer (SAC) Travel Award:     $      350.00 
SOT Silent Auction Items and postage    $        23.53 
SOT misc expense       $        24.07 
March 2011 SOT Reception (Washington DC, Fado Irish Pub) $    2,265.22 
    Total Expense:    $  22,591.79 
 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses    ($1,611.79) 
 
Net assets at end of the year (May 31, 2011)     $15,447.20 
 

Prepared by:  Linda L. Carlock, Sec/Treas 
28 June 2011 
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