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ANNUAL REPORT: 2011-2012 
June 1, 2011 to May 31, 2012  

 
I.  Officers: 
  2010-2011   2011-2012 
President:    Rafael A. Ponce   Stacey Lynn Harper 
Vice President:     Stacey Lynn Harper  David L. Stone 
Vice President-elect:   David L. Stone   Peter Korytko 
Secretary/Treasurer:   Linda L. Carlock   Linda L. Carlock 
Councilors:    Kristen A. Mitchell  Susan C. Tilton 
     Susan C. Tilton   Haley Neff-LaFord 
Past-President:    Cecile M. Krejsa   Rafael A. Ponce 
Post-Doctoral Representative:   Tamara Tal   Wesley Smith 
Student Representative:    Chad S. Weldy   Chad S. Weldy 
Student Representative-elect:      Lisa S. Truong 
 
 
II. Activities 
 
2011-2012 Meetings: 
 
Fall 2011 Annual PNW SOT (aka PANWAT) Meeting 
 

The Fall 2011 PANWAT Meeting was held Oct 6-8, 2011 at the Bonneville Hot Springs Resort in North 
Bonneville, WA.  The theme of the conference was “The Art and Science of Research Translation in 
Toxicology”.  The meeting started on Thursday evening with a Science Communication Workshop 
presented and facilitated by Ms. Wendy Hessler as well as “Particles on the Wall” art exhibit curated by 
Dr. Steve Gilbert.  Dr. Clement Furlong (U. of Washington) was the keynote speaker kicking off a 
session on Research Translation in Toxicology.  The morning session was followed by a trip to nearby 
Eagle Creek (where spawning salmon were observed) and at the fish hatchery and ponds at Bonneville 
dam led by Dr. David Stone, Oregon State University, including discussions on fish contaminants.  
Friday afternoon resumed with a session on Community Engagement in Toxicology, led by keynote 
speaker, Dr. Erica Woodahl, U of Montana, which was followed by a social reception and presentation 
of the student posters.  Saturday morning began with the presentation of the 2nd PANWAT Toxicology 
Achievement Award to Dr. Nancy Kerkvliet (OSU) who followed with a look back on her illustrious 
career in immunotoxicology.  Dr. Peter Senter (Seattle Genetics) was the keynote speaker for a session 
on Interdisciplinary Approaches to Toxicology.  This session was followed by a student presentation 
and a recap of the lessons learned from the science communication workshop.  The meeting was 
closed with the announcement of the student/postdoc awards. 
 
Fall 2011 Annual Meeting Presentation Awards 
Students and post-doctoral fellows contributed outstanding posters and platform sessions to the program.  
This year $1,100 was distributed for awards.  First place postdoctoral award went to Tao Wang ($200, 
Washington State University), first place platform award went to Britton Goodale ($200, OSU) and 2nd place 
platform award went to Chad Weldy ($200, UW).  Poster awards went to:  1st place, Leah Wehmas ($200, 
OSU) and we had a 4-way tie for 2nd place awards ($100 each) going to Stephanie Suzuki (UW), David 
Scoville (UW), Zach Guerrette (UW), and Jalisa Robinson (Boise State University). 
 

Society of Toxicology, Pacific Northwest Chapter 



             
PANWAT                     2011-2012 Annual Report            2 

The 2nd Pacific Northwest Toxicology Achievement Award was presented to Dr. Nancy Kerkvliet, Oregon 
State University, in recognition of her outstanding research career, training of toxicologists, and 
contributions to the regional and national toxicology community.  Nancy Kerkvliet's work is focused on 
understanding the mechanisms of environmental chemicals and immunological function, with a specific 
emphasis on dioxin and the Ah receptor.  Following the presentation of her Toxicological Achievement 
Award, Dr. Kerkvliet gave a presentation titled “Integrating Immunology and Toxicology Research:  The 
Trials and Joys of a Career in Immunotoxicology.” 
 
Meeting Support 
Our chapter is one of the largest geographic sized chapters, encompassing Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, and part of Montana.  We have a continued commitment to keep annual meeting costs 
as low as possible to encourage broad chapter participation.  As meeting costs continue to rise, this 
poses a challenge.  We were extremely fortunate and very grateful to have received generous support 
from the following sponsors:  
 
Mt. Hood (Platinum) Level ($3,000 and above) 

• Amgen 
• Society of Toxicology 

Columbia Gorge (Gold) Level ($2,000-$2,999) 
• Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 

Lewis and Clark (Silver) Level ($1,000-$1,999) 
• Gene Tools, LLC 
• MPI Research 
• Seattle Genetics 
• Charles River Laboratories 
• OSU Environmental Health Science Center 

Chinook (Bronze) Level (up to $999) 
• Peter Korytko, Preclinical Safety Consulting 
• BASi 

 
This sponsor support kept registration costs low, allowed undergraduates to attend the meeting without 
cost, covered meeting and travel expenses for many of the graduate students, and made the student 
financial awards possible. 

 
2012 SOT Annual Meeting – PANWAT Reception 
Our annual spring meeting and reception at the SOT annual meeting was held in San Francisco at Jillian’s on 
Monday March 12, 2012.  Approximately 120 people were in attendance.  Dr. Stacey Harper opened the meeting 
at approximately 7 pm with announcements, upcoming activities and chapter updates.    
 
Officers’ Meetings (teleconference): 

08 June 2011  22 Aug 2011 13 Sept 2011 30 Sept 2011 
06 Oct 2011 (at meeting) 15 Feb 2012 16 Apr 2012 04 May 2012 (old and new) 

 
Projected Meetings: 
 
2011-2012 Date Meeting Topic Location 

Sept 20-22, 2012 "Recent Advances in Risk Assessment"  Seattle Sheraton, Seattle, WA 

March 2013 Reception at SOT   San Antonio, TX 

May 2013 Officers Meeting Teleconference 
 
Other Regional Chapter 2011-2012 activities: 
 

• PANWAT successfully applied to SOT for funding to support student travel and accommodations for 
the 2011 Regional Meeting.  In addition, we fully sponsored all undergraduates who attended. 
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• PANWAT Endowment Fund:  The PANWAT Endowment fund was carefully evaluated and several 
opportunities for funding were identified.  Funding will be approached in three ways.  First, every past 
President will be approached and asked to contribute substantially to the fund; $2,000 has already 
been pledged as matching dollars for subsequent contributions.  Second, contributions will be solicited 
from the membership with matching from past-Presidents ($2,000, see above) and $12,500 from 
PANWAT funds reserved for matching Endowment contributions.  Third, any surplus funds (after 
necessary reserves for the coming year) will be distributed to the endowment fund. 
 

• Newsletters:  A Spring Newsletter was distributed on 5/18/11 and Fall Newsletter was distributed on 
8/30/12.  
 

• Announcements sent regarding Chapter reception at SOT, solicitation of officers, and ballots for 
voting. 
 

• Contributions to SOT website:  Appropriate updates were made to the Regional Chapter website.  
Members were strongly encouraged to use ToxExchange. 

 
III. Finances 
 
PANWAT Expenditures and Cash Position: 
 
Net assets at beginning of the year (May 31, 2011):      $ 15,477.20 
Income: 

2011-2012 Donations Received:        $ 14,650.00* 
Registration fees from Annual Meeting:        $   4,535.00 
2011 Membership Dues (through May 2012)    $   2,905.00 
SOT Student Travel Grant      $   2,000.00 

     Total Income    $ 24,090.00 
 
Expenses: 

2011 Annual Meeting expenses      $ 15,271.73 
Toxicology Achievement Award:  $1,064.45 
Student Awards for 2011 Annual Meeting:  $ 1,100.00 
Student Travel:  $ 4,003.97 
Speaker Travel Expenses:  $1,712.65  
Facilities, Program and Catering:  $7,390.66 

SOT Student Officer (SAC) Travel Award:     $      350.00 
High school student grant to attend SOT, Claire Chisholm   $      300.00 
March 2012 SOT Reception (San Francisco, Jillian’s)   $   2,596.87 
    Total Expense:    $   8,518.60 
 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses     $    5,571.40* 
 
Net assets at end of the year (account balance May 31, 2012)   $  18,245.70** 

 
* Balance reflects $3,150 in deposits received and submitted by PANWAT but not reflected in SOT ledger 

of donations. 
**  Balance does NOT reflect $3,150 in deposits received and submitted by PANWAT but not reflected in 

SOT ledger of donations or account balance. 
 

Prepared by:  Linda L. Carlock, Sec/Treas 
26 July 2012 
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