2004 Annual Meeting Minutes

Dear Friends:

We are pleased to report another very successful ACTS and ACSOT annual dinner meeting in Baltimore, MD, on Sunday, March 21, 2004.

James Kang and John Zhang presided the meeting.  

1.
John Zhang reported the activities of 2003, including organizing a joint delegation visiting China, conducting joint best paper and abstract awards for the annual meeting, and publishing articles in Chinese Journal of Pharmacology and Toxicology.  John also announced the member survey result regarding the merging of ACTS and ACSOT, and the members who responded overwhelmingly supported the merging.  

2.
Jay Zhao and Guilin Qiao, co-chairs for the joint award committee, presented the best abstract and best paper awards.  The awardees were:  Shengli Shi of University of Washington for Best Abstract Graduate Student and Steve Yee of NIH for Best Abstract Post-Doctoral Fellow and Best Paper.  See the website for the abstracts and papers submitted for consideration. 
3.
Diana Auyeung updated the website (www.geocities.com/chinesetoxicologist) and called for members to update their e-mail address (chinesetoxicologist@yahoo.com).  

4.
James Kang announced that the Working Group (WG) will continue to work on procedures and processes for the eventual merging of the current two organizations.  The WG has been assigned to (1) develop a draft By-Law by August 1 to distribute to all members for discussion and inputs and by October 1 to vote for the final version, (2) to construct the first board of the new organization through election, and (3) to develop a comprehensive policy for the 2005 award.   

5.
James Kang on behalf the WG called for ideas and suggestions for a name for the new organization.  All members are strongly encouraged to make suggestions about the new name by May 15, 2004.  The WG will select two suggested names and ask members to vote on these suggested names by June 1, 2004.  The new name will be determined by July 15, 2004.

6.
The members of the WG: Diana Auyeung, Po Chan, Li-Jie Fu, James Kang (Co-Chair), Quilin Qiao, Charles Wang, Ray Yang, Li You, John Zhang (Co-Chair) and Jay Zhao.

