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Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 

It is a great pleasure for me to write my first 
message as the incoming President of HOT. I 
consider it a special privilege to serve as the 
President of this very successful and vibrant 
organization within SOT. Those of you who 
attended the HOT reception in Phoenix can attest 
to the success and spirit of this special interest 
group. 

 
I believe that my first task as President is to 

introduce myself to the members. Those of you 
who don’t know me and even those who do may 
wonder why someone with a name like Linval 
DePass is President of HOT.  In fact, when I was 
introduced to a former President of SOT at a HOT 
reception a few years ago, he asked me “Are you 
Hispanic”?  Well, I guess that depends on how you 
define “Hispanic”. Let me tell you a little about 
myself and you can decide.  

 
 I was born and raised in Jamaica where I 

grew up with my mother and my grandparents 
because my father died when I was four years old.  
My mother (Nena) was born in Cuba but she lived 
most of her life in Jamaica and in the USA. My 
grandmother (Juanita), of Cuban parents, was born 
in the Dominican Republic. My grandfather 
(Vicente) was born and raised in Colombia. He was 
educated in Colombia as a chemist or pharmacist, 
which interested me when I was a boy. The 
problem was that he spoke only Spanish, which I 
didn’t understand at that time. 

 Let’s talk a little about the HOT reception held 
during the 52th SOT Annual Meeting at Phoenix, 
AZ, the past month of March, which took place at 
the Arizona Latino Arts and Cultural Center 
(ALAC). The highlight of the formal program was a 
presentation by Dr. Gonzalo Diaz, who is one of 
two Global Senior Scholars selected by SOT for 
2014. It was a great pleasure for me to see a 
Hispanic toxicologist, especially one from my 
grandfather’s country, receive this prestigious and 
highly competitive award.   

 At the reception, the attendance was 
outstanding, though I don’t have an accurate 
headcount. We were honored to have several 
members of the SOT council in attendance 
including Vice President-Elect Peter Goering, Past 
President Bill Slikker, and Councilor John 
Lipscomb. We were also able to offer sponsored 
travel awards to four graduate students and one 
postdoctoral fellow who were all present to receive 
their awards. The food and drinks were excellent 
followed by dancing to salsa and merengue played 
by a professional DJ.  We might still be dancing if 
we hadn’t been told that our time had expired!  The 
truth is we stayed an hour longer than we had 
agreed to with ALAC.  

  I want to thank the companies who graciously 
sponsored the reception including Alturas 
Analytics, Batelle, BioTox Sciences, Celanese, 
Charles River, Ingenieros Lemus de Mexico, MRI 
Global, PepsiCo, and last but not least, WIL 
Research. 
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As the new Executive Board (EB), already 
hard at work since May 1st, I would like to thank 
the outgoing members Les Recio, Jorge Muniz 
Ortiz, René Viñas and Cat Rondelli for their 
contributions during the past year.  I would also 
like to welcome the new Committee consisting 
of Minerva Mercado-Feliciano (Vice President), 
Elena Hernandez-Ramon (Vice President-
Elect), Veronica Ramirez-Alcantara (Secretary), 
Ranulfo Lemus-Olalde (Treasurer), Silvia 
Moraes Barros, Maria Gonsebatt, Azita (AJ) 
Cuevas, and Betzabet Quintanilla (Councilors), 
Teresa de Jesus Palacios (Post-doc rep), and 
Federico Sinche (Grad student rep).  Special 
thanks go to Bettina Lew for her outstanding 
work as President in the past year, and I am 
happy to have her continuing on the EB for one 
more year as Past President.  

 

  
    

 

Dr. Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz, received the news that his publication entitled “Catalase 
has a key role in protecting cells from the genotoxic effects of monomethylarsonous 
acid, a highly active metabolite of arsenic” has been selected as the best new 
investigator research publication by the journal of Environmental and Molecular 
Mutagenesis. The award includes a $250 US cash prize, a one-year free membership 
to the Environmental Mutagenesis and Genomics Society (EMGS), and free 
registration at the 2014 Annual Meeting of the EMGS, which will take place on 
September 13-17, 2014 in Orlando, Florida. Dr. Muñiz-Oritz is Senior Assistant 
Toxicologist at the U.S. Department of Agriculture and holds the rank Lieutenant for 
the U.S. Public Health Service. 

You can access his paper on the link below: 
Environ Mol Mutagen. 2013 Jun;54(5):317-26. doi: 10.1002/em.21780. Epub 2013 
May 3. 
 

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Dr. Jorge Muñiz-Ortiz receives award for best research publication 

As I begin my year as President of HOT, I would like 
to share with you my goals for the next year which 
are as follows: 

• Increase the recognition and visibility of 
Hispanics/Latinos in SOT. 

• Increase the recognition and visibility of HOT 
and SOT throughout Latin America, Spain, and 
Increase the interactions between HOT/SOT 
and the sister organizations in Latin America, 
Spain and Portugal. 

• Reaffirm HOT as the “face” of SOT in Latin 
America, Spain and Portugal. 

I would like to invite all HOT members to share with 
me and the other EB members any ideas you may 
have as to how we may best achieve these goals.  
More generally, I also invite all HOT members to 
share with me or with any EB member any thoughts 
you may have about how we can improve HOT as 
an organization within SOT.  I look forward to 
receiving your input and I invite you to participate to 
the fullest extent possible in HOT, your very own 
Special Interest Group. 

Finally, I invite all HOT members to join me in 
congratulating Ofelia Olivero, a past President of 
HOT, on her election as an SOT Councilor. 

                   Linval DePass, Ph.D., DABT 
                       Building Bridges Through Toxicology 

Continued on next page 
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Last April, Green Lab UC-Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile hosted a training course entitled 
"Fundamentals and Application of Environmental Risk Analysis" in Santiago, Chile. The course was 
presented by Drs. Xabier Arzuaga and Tom Luben, from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
National Center for Environmental Assessment (NCEA). The course consisted of eight training modules 
from NCEA’s Risk Assessment Training Experience or RATE.  The RATE modules were design to 
provided hands-on training in the principal areas of human health risk assessment including hazard 
identification, dose-response assessment, exposure assessment, and risk characterization. The training 
also covered the larger landscape of environmental regulations at U.S. EPA, explaining how human health 
risk assessment provides the scientific basis for regulatory and other decision-making. This portion of the 
training included information about how EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) assessments 
provide part of the scientific basis for environmental health decision-making and how EPA’s Integrated 
Science Assessments provide the scientific basis for decisions about the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) for the six criteria air pollutants.  

The audience for this course included representatives from academia and the private and public 
sectors including the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, the Chilean Environmental Tribunal and 
Ministries of Health and the Environment, and the National University of Lanús in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Audience members were especially interested in the training modules describing NCEA’s development of 
assessment products (e.g. IRIS Toxicological Reviews, and Integrated Science Assessments [ISAs]). The 
course addressed the evaluation of both human and animal evidence for the identification of potential 
human health hazards.  Dose-response analysis, including the derivation and use of both noncancer and 
cancer toxicity values, was also presented.  In addition, the instructors included discussion of the 
extensive peer review process used to develop these assessments for EPA.   

In general, this course allowed for the exchange of ideas between scientists and risk assessors from 
Chile and the United States.  In providing feedback about the course, participants expressed interest in 
further training on topics such as ecological risk assessment, mode of action analysis, and quantitative 
modeling approaches. 

 

Dr. Xabier Arzuga travels to Chile to present training course on 
“Fundamentals and Application of Environmental Risk Analysis” 

 
 
 

Dr. Tom Luben (EPA/ NCEA) (Left) and Dr. Xabier Azuagua (EPA/NCEA) (Right) sharing their expertise with 
representatives from academia, public, and private sectors during a training course on environmental risk 
assessment at the Pontifica Universidad Católica de Chile. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Alicia G. Marroquín-Cardona  
(Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León) 
 
Mycotoxin in a changing global environment – a review 
Marroquín-Cardona AG, Johnson NM, Phillips TD, Hayes AW. 

 
Food Chem Toxicol. 2014 Jul;69C:220-230. doi: 10.1016/j.fct.2014.04.025. Epub 2014 
Apr 24. 

 Dr. Pedro Del Valle  
(U.S. Food and Drug Administration)  
 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration Approval: Obinutuzumab in Combination with 
Chlorambucil for the Treatment of Previously Untreated Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukemia. 
Lee HZ, Miller BW, Kwitkowski VE, Ricci S, DelValle P, Saber H, Grillo J, Bullock J, Florian J, 
Mehrotra N, Ko CW, Nie L, Shapiro M, Tolnay M, Kane RC, Kaminskas E, Justice R, Farrell AT, 
Pazdur R. 
 
Clinical Cancer Research, Online First May 13, 2014; DOI: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-14-
0516 
 

 Dr. Arturo Ramón Anadón Navarro  
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid)  
 
The role of in vitro methods as alternatives to animals in toxicity testing 
Anadón A, Martínez MA, Castellano V, Martínez-Larrañaga MR. 
 
Expert Opin Drug Metab Toxicol. 2014 Jan;10(1):6779.doi:10.1517/17425255.2014.85 
4329.Epub 2013 Oct 28. 
 

 Dr. Enrique Fuentes-Mattei 
(M.D. Anderson Cancer Center)  
 
Effects of obesity on transcriptomic changes and cancer hallmarks in estrogen 
receptor-positive breast cancer 
Fuentes-Mattei E, Velazquez-Torres G, Phan L, Zhang F, Chou PC, Shin JH, Choi HH, Chen JS, 
Zhao R, Chen J, Gully C, Carlock C, Qi Y, Zhang Y, Wu Y, Esteva FJ, Luo Y, McKeehan WL, Ensor 
J, Hortobagyi GN, Pusztai L, Fraser Symmans W, Lee MH, Jim Yeung SC. 
 
J Natl Cancer Inst. 2014 Jun 23;106(7). pii: dju158. doi: 10.1093/jnci/dju158. Print 2014 
Jul. 
 

 Dr. Teresa Palacios-Hernández  
 (Universidad de las Americas)  
 
In vitro antibacterial activity of meclofenamate metal complexes with Cd(II), Pb(II), 
Co(II), and Cu(II). Crystal structures of [Cd(C14H10NO2Cl2)2·(CH3OH)]n and 
[Cu(C14H10NO2Cl2)2(C5H5N)2] 
 
T. Palacios-Hernandez, H. Höpfl, J. L. Sánchez-Salas, E. González-Vergara, A. Pérez-
Benítez, M. A. Quiroz-Alfaro, M. A. Méndez-Rojas 
 
Journal of Inorganic Biochemistry (2014), doi: 10.1016/j.jinorgbio.2014.06.008. 
 

Continued on next page 
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It is time the world knows 
about you!! We are looking 
for outstanding Hispanic 
trainees to be feature in 
Toxenlaces. If you are that 
trainee or if you want to 
nominate somebody, send 
your/her/his biography and 
picture to René Viñas –
Trillo (Toxenlaces Editor) 
at rene.vinas@gmail.com 
for inclusion in upcoming 
issues. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Marroqu%C3%ADn-Cardona%20AG%5bAuthor%5d&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=24769018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Marroqu%C3%ADn-Cardona%20AG%5bAuthor%5d&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=24769018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=U.S.+Food+and+Drug+Administration+Approval%3A+Obinutuzumab+in+Combination+with+Chlorambucil+for+the+Treatment+of+Previously+Untreated+Chronic+Lymphocytic+Leukemia.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=U.S.+Food+and+Drug+Administration+Approval%3A+Obinutuzumab+in+Combination+with+Chlorambucil+for+the+Treatment+of+Previously+Untreated+Chronic+Lymphocytic+Leukemia.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24160258
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24160258
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24957076
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24957076
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016201341400169X
mailto:rene.vinas@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ana Juan García  
(Universidad de Valencia)  
 
Evaluation of immunologic effect of Enniatin A and quantitative determination in 
feces, urine and serum on treated Wistar rats. 
Juan C, Manyes L, Font G, Juan-García A. 
 
Toxicon. 2014 May 21;87C:45-53. doi: 10.1016/j.toxicon.2014.05.005. 
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2014 HOT SPONSORS 
 

AETOX – http://www.aetox.com  
Asociación Latinoamericana de Toxicología – http://www.alatox.org/qsomos/index.html  
Asociación Toxicológica Argentina – http://www.ataonline.org.ar  
Center of Environmental and Toxicological Research – University of Puerto Rico – http://cetr.rcm.upr.edu  
PLAGBOL – Salud, Agricultura y Medio Ambiente – http://plagbol.org.bo/noticias/enlaces  
Ritsq - http://www.ritsq.org 
Sociedade Brasileira de Toxicologia – http://www.sbtox.org.br/  
Sociedad Cubana de Toxicologia   
Sociedad Mexicana de Toxicolgía – http://www.somtox.com.mx/ 
Society for Risk Analysis Latin America – http://www.srala.org/  
Toxicología Acuática Ambiental, Medicina Veterinaria-Universidad Nacional de Colombia- 
http://www.docentes.unal.edu.co/jfgonzalezma  
Universidad de Cartagena – http://reactivos.com  

HOT SISTER ORGANIZATIONS 

If your Hispanic 
Organization is planning a 
Toxicology meeting or you 
are organizing a 
Toxicology event intended 
for a primarily Hispanic 
audience, and want to 
promote it, send an email 
to René Viñas-Trillo 
(Toxenlaces Editor) at 
rene.vinas@gmail.com for 
more information for its 
inclusion in upcoming 
issues.  

Ingenieros 
Lemus de 
Mexico 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0041010114001317
http://www.aetox.com/
http://www.alatox.org/qsomos/index.html
http://www.ataonline.org.ar/
http://cetr.rcm.upr.edu/
http://plagbol.org.bo/noticias/enlaces
http://www.ritsq.org/
http://www.sbtox.org.br/
https://mobile.health.southalabama.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=qY2W0As_2Uaknj9w_EaplXqYhItjFtEIYrcQ1Z3--yuGn3_u7Uso1JGL0npDyhKy4FCS3sXbzMw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.somtox.com.mx%2f
http://www.srala.org/
http://www.docentes.unal.edu.co/jfgonzalezma
http://reactivos.com/
mailto:rene.vinas@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICAL 
COMPOUNDS CURRENT TRENDS IN MEXICO 

 Teresa Palacios-Hernández, Ph.D. 
 
 Each living being and unanimated matter is composed by hundreds of naturally occurring or synthetic 

chemical elements. These compounds for hundreds of years have been essential for improving people’s 
quality of life around the world. They form part of a variety of products employed by humans for applications 
such as in health care, food production, industry and electronic devices. 

As the demand of new and improved materials increases each day, emerging technology and research 
have allowed the development of new chemical compounds. However, some of those compounds are 
produced unintentionally as industrial by-products and inevitably form part of the environment as solid, liquid 
and gas pollutants. All living beings are exposed to these pollutants, and their presence in the environment 
can cause its degradation and the loss of natural resources such as water, soil, and ultimately the 
deterioration of human health. Health concerns arising from public sectors regarding the handling of chemical 
compounds have prompted government agencies around the world to establish regulatory policies to control 
chemical production and use. This is a crucial issue, due to their potential effects on human health, the 
environment, financial sectors, and sustainable global development.  

Recently I attended one of the five assemblies organized by the Mexican Government (represented by 
Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources –SEMARNAT- and the Querétaro Network of Waste 
Management -REQMAR) where participants from  Mexican academic institutions, industry, and public sectors 
were invited to participate in the Volunteer National Agreement to the Integral Management of Chemical 
Compounds, represented by B. Eng. Luis Eduardo De Ávila Rueda, Managing Director of Management and 
Risk Activities, LL. B. Oscar Moreno Alanis, Federal Delegate, both from SEMARNAT and Dr. Cristina 
Cortinas De Nava, President of REQMAR. The purpose of this agreement is to improve the integral 
management of chemical compounds during their life cycle and to prevent their adverse human health effects 
including the involved sectors’ commitment. During the meeting it was highlighted that, as specified in the 
Mexican Constitution, “everyone has the right to a healthy environment, and our government must ensure our 
right to a healthy living”.  

 

 

 

(Left) Opening of the Consultative Forum for signing the National Voluntary Agreement for Integrated 
Management of Chemical Compounds. From left to right: B. Eng. Luis Eduardo De Ávila Rueda, General 
Director of Integrated Management of Hazardous Materials and Activities in SEMARNAT, Dr. Cristina Cortinas 
De Nava, President of REQMAR, LL. B. Oscar Moreno Alanis, Federal Delegate in SEMARNAT, B. Eng. Marcelo 
López Sánchez, Secretary of Sustainable Development, Querétaro Government, B. Eng. Marcelo Lopez Sanchez 
Regional Development Manager, Querétaro Government, LL. B. José Gerardo Quirarte Pérez, Civil Protection 
Manager, Querétaro Government. (Right) Questions and answers session and Forum closing ceremony. From 
left to right: B. Eng. Ricardo Alarcón Roldán from Crop Protection, Science and Technology, B. Eng. Ruben 
Muñoz García, Technical Advisory Committee representative of the Environmental and Zoning Attorney from 
Mexico City., Dr. Cristina Cortinas De Nava, President of REQMAR and B. Eng. Luis Eduardo De Ávila Rueda, 
General Director of Integrated Management of Hazardous Materials and Activities in SEMARNAT. 

 

 

Teresa Palacios-Hernández 
Universidad de las Américas 

HOT Postdoctoral Rep 
 

E-mail: 
teresa.palacioshz@udlap.mx 
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If you want to collaborate 
with short articles, news 
or notes related with 
Toxicology, send it to 
René Viñas-Trillo 
(Toxenlaces Editor) at 
rene.vinas@gmail.com 
for inclusion in upcoming 
issues.  

 

The policies applied to the integral management of chemical compounds are an attempt to protect the 
public welfare from the adverse effects that could emerge from chemical exposure. This initiative arose from 
the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) and the United Nation 
Framework on Climate Change, where its purpose is to identify generators of hazardous waste, to evaluate 
chemical adverse effects, and to establish partnerships with interest groups to improve the quality of our 
environment and to ensure a healthy living.  

 
Moreover, it drew attention to the fact that each person throughout their lifetime is in contact with 

multiple chemical compounds, and that such realization is not perceived until an adverse effect on their 
health has occurred. It has been estimated that there are more than 140,000 chemical products currently 
employed, less than 10% have been toxicologically tested to determine their effects on human health and 
less than 1% have been evaluated to determine their effects on human development (Global Chemical 
Outlook, United Nations Environment Programme - UNEP). The Mexican legal framework regarding this topic 
is 9 years old and already considered obsolete, as there are thousands of new chemical compounds 
produced each year; for this reason it must be renewed and reformed with the special participation of all 
sectors involved. Finally, at the meeting, Dr. Cortinas was recognized by the Mexican College of 
Environmental Sciences and Technologies (CCyTAM, A. C.), represented by Dr. Luis Ángel Barrios 
Sánchez, with the Quetzalcoatl Award, for her trajectory in the development of strategies that contributed to 
establish regulation on the use and fate of chemical compounds and waste products in Mexico.  
 
 

As members of this new agreement, it is very important to show everyone involved in field of regulatory 
toxicology that this is a seedbed for creativity, innovation, and development of strategies that could be 
improved with our contribution. The agreement must be visualized as the trigger to improve the 
management of chemical compounds and the practices employed on their use. The primary goal is to join 
and to solidify compromises between all public and private sector participants. Mexico has begun to take 
actions to improve the current legislation and the right-step-forward in the operation of this agreement 
depends on its people. Such an example of chemical legislative reform is also an invitation towards other 
Latin American countries to participate, share experiences, improve initiatives, and most importantly to start 
their own legislative reforms. The only way to improve our environment and our quality of life is to 
participate in these kinds of agreements; we have to recognize those efforts from people that have been 
proposing new regulatory policies, and join strategies in order to start a new mission and vision from all 
members of the agreement by exchanging ideas and knowledge. We have the future of our environment 
and human health in our hands. 

 

The Mexican College of Environmental Sciences 
and Technologies recognized Dr. Cristina Cortinas 
de Nava with the “Quetzalcoatl Award”.  

From right to left: Dr. Luis Ángel Barrios Sánchez, 
member of CCyTAM, Dr. Cristina Cortinas De Nava, 
President of REQMAR and Dr. Teresa Palacios-
Hernandez, Postdoctoral representative of HOT. 
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If you are interested in 
being interviewed for 
the section When I 
Grow Up, please 
contact Azita Cuevas 
at azitakj@gmail.com  
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When I Grow Up: And Still Growing……. 
Azita Cuevas, MPH, Ph.D. 

 
 ¡Buenas! HOT members, guess what time it is? That’s right, it’s networking time!  I thought this time 

around we would feature a HOT student member. 

Federico Sinche is a Ph.D. student at Oregan State University studying Aquatic Toxicology.  I asked 
how he got involved with a Ph.D. program and it was evident that he was interested in science since 
childhood, “I enjoyed visiting my grandparents at their farm and going fishing with my mom.”  He learned 
that he was able to integrate his interests into his science classes. However, the “real nitty - gritty” of his 
interest was sparked during his undergraduate studies in Ecuador.  He worked on various research 
projects with Ecuadorian investigators who had earned their Ph.D.s overseas. This experience not only 
provided actual role models, but also it solidified his interest in research.  This spark was met by being 
selected as a Fulbright Scholar to continue his educational goals in the U.S.  

 

 

 

I asked, “Why toxicology?”: During his undergraduate 
program in Ecuador, he took an Introduction to Toxicology 
course with a process that had experience with the EPA and 
FDA. The course motivated him in the direction of 
toxicology.  We all know toxicology as a field is rather broad, 
so I asked him what specialty has he selected and why.  He 
enlightened me of his trajectory. In Ecuador he analyzed the 
chemical residues present in aquatic species located near 
industrial parks. He combined this interest with toxicology 
since he comes from a country that relies heavily on its 
natural resources. He is therefore motivated to protect our 
environment that is often times at risk for contamination as 
industrial sites continue to grow.  

 
He is passionate about helping his home country, as well as others, take care of its resources for 

future generations. His advice to other students embarking on this journey: “explore how to integrate 
their interests into a specific area of toxicology and since the field of toxicology is moving in many new 
and interesting directions, consider non-traditional opportunities in the field.” Additionally, Federico is a 
2013 Colgate Fellowship award winner. However, he had applied the previous year and was not 
selected. He advises, “I encourage students who applied but did not receive the award to apply again 
the following year.” 

Given the opportunity to offer a sound bite: “There have been great advances in the field of 
toxicology and everyday researchers are generating and reporting new data. However, the findings often 
cannot be accessed by everyone, which limit the benefit and potential impact of this type of information. I 
would like to see some of this data available in an open source cloud, especially data that has the ability 
to positively impact the lives of many people.” 

Congratulations on your endeavors Federico, we look forward to hearing more about your great 
accomplishments to come in the future!  

Feel free to contact Federico (Federico.Sinche@oregonstate.edu), as he is also the Graduate 
Student Representative for HOT.   

As always, stay tuned for the next “When I Grow Up….” interview in the upcoming Toxenlaces!  
Also if you are reading this please consider being featured in my little column. This would serve as an 
excellent networking tool, please contact me at azitakj@gmail.com. Until then, stay tuned for the next 
interview!  

 
 

Azita Cuevas 
Toxicologist - PepsiCo 

 HOT Councilor 
 

E-mail:  
azitakj@gmail.com 

mailto:azitakj@gmail.com
mailto:Federico.Sinche@oregonstate.edu
mailto:azitakj@gmail.com
mailto:azitakj@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Toxenlaces is the newsletter that informs Hispanic toxicologists in the United States and the international 
Spanish and Portuguese-speaking scientific communities about important toxicological events and issues 
occurring in our countries. It is electronically published and distributed to our membership and Sister 
Organizations in Ibero-America. Toxenlaces disseminates critical dates for events, health perspectives, and 
funding and training opportunities. It serves as a toxicology forum for our members and other partner 
organizations, engages in educational outreach to the Hispanic communities and provides the essential elements 
to support networking among Hispanic toxicologists. 

 Toxenlaces is open to receive collaborations from HOT and SOT members, and Sister Organizations. You 
can collaborate with short scientific articles, news or notes related with toxicology. Other ways to collaborate is by 
nominate your peers or yourself for the sections Featured Trainee and When I Grow Up. For more information 
about collaborating with Toxenlaces send an email to René Viñas-Trillo (Toxenlaces Editor) at 
rene.vinas@gmail.com 

 

Follow us 24/7 on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/hispanicorganizationoftoxicologists.  
Don’t forget to visit also the SOT Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Toxicology-
SOT/163627880427831?fref=ts 

The Sociedad Mexicana de Toxicología (SOMTOX), in combination with IUTOX, is holding the XIV 
International Congress of Toxicology in October 2016. This is the first time that an International Congress of 
Toxicology will be held in Mexico, and in Latin America, so what a better way to celebrate such event that having 
it in the beautiful city of Mérida, Yucatán, the gateway to the Mayan World. The Congress will be a “green” event 
with the theme: “Toxicology and Global Sustainability”.   
You can find more information at http://www.ict-mexico2016.org  

 

   The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) represents approximately 450 colleges 
and universities committed to Hispanic higher education success in the U.S., Puerto Rico, Latin America and 
Spain. The HACU is celebrating its 28th Annual Conference, “Championing Hispanic Higher Education 
Success: Investing in America's Future", It will be held on October 4-6, 2014, at the Sheraton Denver 
Downtown Hotel in Denver, CO. The HACU conference annually attracts hundreds of corporate, federal, and 
non-profit employers along with colleges and universities, all eager to talk to undergraduate students. The HACU 
Student Track program serves as a forum for undergraduate students to ask questions about careers and 
career development. A limited number of Student Track Scholarships are available to eligible students to attend 
the HACU conference. The Scholarship will cover costs for: the conference registration; travel and lodging for 
out-of-state students; and one conference-related meal per day. To be considered for a conference scholarship, 
students must complete the 28th Annual Conference Scholarship on-line application. The application deadline is 
June 27, 2014. For more information visit http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Conference_Student_Scholarship1.asp  
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The Sociedade Brasileira de Toxicologia (SBTOX), in combination with IUTOX, is holding the IX Congress 
of Toxicology in Developing Countries (9th CTDC) in Natal, Brasil during November 2015. The Congress will 
be held in conjunction with the XIX Brazilian Congress of Toxicology, the bieenal meeting for the Sociedade 
Brasileira de Toxicologia. IUTOX will provide fellowships to individuals to participate in 9th CTDC. An abstract for 
a scientific presentation in the 9th CTDC must be submitted to be eligible for a fellowship. More information will 
be made available on abstract submission and award application procedure early in 2015. 
More information can be found at the following: http://iutox.org/ctdc.asp and http://www.sbtox.org.br/ 
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 HOT wants you to be part of the organization! To make it available to everyone, HOT accepts applications 
from non-SOT members to become HOT members. Yes, that is right!! You only have to have the desire to 
collaborate with and be part of our great organization.  

 Your HOT membership provides you with valuable resources throughout your scientific career as for 
networking through the largest Hispanic toxicologist community, giving you opportunity for Travel Awards or 
serving as a mentor to the young Hispanic toxicologists; besides you receive the Toxenlaces newsletter every two 
months. 

Application and more information can be found at Non-SOT Member Application. 
So, what are you waiting for? We are looking forward to receiving your application today!! 

http://www.toxicology.org/isot/sig/hot/doc/HOT_NonSOTMemberApplication2012.pdf

